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I A M induced byjtwo motives to publish the following Treatise : in the 
firat pltee^ I am in hopes, that seyerar new observations contained in k 
will be deemed worthy of the public attention ; in the next plapCi I am 
desirous to have an opportunity of asserting my right to some opinions 
that have made their way into the world under other names. 
. There are many opinions respecting the animal oeconomy. peculiar (o 
myself, which are frequently referred to in the course of the work. It is 
therefore necessary to give a short explanation of some of them» that the 
/tcfms made use of may be belter understood* : i - 

• • • « 

I OF SYMPATHY. 

I DivinE sympathy into two kinds*; universal^ and partial. » 

Ubrversal sympathy is, when the whole constitution sympathises with 
some sensation or action. Partial sympathy is, when one or more xiistinct 
parts sympathise with some local sensation, or action. 

The universal sympathies are various in different diseases ; but those 
that we have in the venereal d&ease are principally two ; the sympto- 
^matie fever, and the hectic fever. The symptomatic fever is an imme* 
'diate effect of some local injury, and seldom takes place in the venereal 
disease in any great degree under any of its formsr except in the case of 
a swelled testicle, which is itself an instance of a partial sympathy; 
the symptomatic fever here, therefore, is an universal sympathy arising 
from a partial oiie.: The hectic fever is an universal sympathy with a 
local disease, which the constitution is not able to overcome. This 
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« INTRODUCTION. 

takes place oflener and in a greater degree in the lues venerea than in any 
other form of the disease. 

Partial sympathy I divide into three kinds ; the remote^ the contiguous^ 
and the conlinuqus. The remote is, where there appears to be no visible 
connection of parts that can account for such effects, as the pain of the 
shoulder in an inflammation of the liver. The contiguous is that which 
appears to have no other connection than what arises from vicinity or 
contact of separate parts ; an instance of which we have, in the stomach 
and intestines sympathising with the integuments of the abdomen^ The 
vxmtinuoas is/whera there is no ititerfiuptioi^ of pafti^iacodl '4h» 
»UM along fram the irritating point,^ as fMitt a cc^iAre, ivwfaicK isjliiq mtk 
vommon of all (he sympathies; and we have an example of it in. jlihe 

spreading of i&flammation, > 

• > ■ ft 
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it. .OF DISEASED ACTIONS BEING INCOMPATIBLE WtTKt'EACH 

' " • ■■■■■■-■ J OTHER; • ■••■ • •• - •'•'•'='• ■■' •: » 
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The venereal disease is not only suspected to be present in many ca^CQi 
where the nature of the disorder is not well marked, but it is supposed 
that it can be combined with other , diseases, such as the itch and the 
scurvy: thus we hezvoi pocky itch, and of scurvy and the venereal idis- 
ease combineii ; but this supposition appears to me to be ibundod ip 
sghoranbe« I have never seen any such cases^ nor do they seeqn.tg be 
consistent with the principles of diseased action in the animal ceconQQi)ii. 
It appears to me, that no two actions take place in the same constitution, 
or in the same part, at one and the same time. No two difibreot feVers 
«xist in the same constitution, nor two local diseases in the same part Ht 
-the same time; yet as the venereal disease, when it attacks the ^kin^iis 
very similar to thosf diseases which are vulgarly called scorbutif^ tbey 
are often supposed to be mixed^ and to exist in (be same parti ; i 

What has been called a scorbutic constitution, is. no more than a ooq- 
stitution very susceptible of an aaion producing eruptions on the skhh 
'wlienever an immedtatiB cause shall take place ; and there are -soioe 
parts of the body more susceptible of this tbanotheiis, in which thfitiihtp 
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a -slighter itninediate cause is sufficient to excite the actidn; jmt the cir- 
cumstance of a ccMistitution*^ being susceptible of one dtdease, does not 
hinder it from being; susceptible of others. A man may have the lues, 
atid the small -pox at the^metlme; that is, parts of his body mJi^haVe 
been contaminated by the venereal poison , and the small-pox' diay lake 
place, and both m^y appear together, but not m the same p^rts^ If. 
both were .consequences of Xeyer, and each followed the feyer nearly 
about the . same time ; then, it would be impossible for both to have 
their respective eruptions, even in different' parts, at the same time} for 
it is impossible for the preceding fevers to have been coexistent. 

From this principle, I think I may fairly put the following queries* 
Does not the failure of inoculation, and the power of resisting many in- 
{ections, arise from the persou*s having, at tlie same time, some other 
disease, and therefore being incapable of a new action ? Does not the 
gtisat dtfferenee in the timie, from the applicatiod of the cause, to the 
appearance of the disease, in many cases, depend upon the same prin- 
ciple? For instance, a person is inoculated, and the puncture does not 
ioflamefor fourteen da) s, which I have seen; and is it not because there 
is anothev disease in the constitution at the time of inoculation ? Does 
not the cure of some diseases depend upon the same principle, as the 
suspension, or cure of a gonorrhcea by a fever f 

' Lei me illustrate this principle still iuither, by one of many casea 
wfcich have come under my own observation. Oa Thursday, tlie six«» 
teeotb of March, ode thousand seven hundred and seventy^five, I inocu- 
hited a gentlemanV child; it was Ob^rred, that I made pretty large 
punctures. On the Sunday following, the nineteenth, he appeared to, 
bav« received the infection ; a small iniammation or redness appearing 
fottdd each puncture, and a small tumour above the stsrface of the skin 
kaving taken place. On the tftentietb, and the twenty first, the child 
was fevecish ; but I declared itwas not the variolous fever, ai the inflann 
mation had not all advanced siuce 4he nineieenih. On the twenty^se- 
coiid^a considerate eruption appeared, which was evidently the measles; 
the sOres on the arms appeared to go back, becoming less inflamed Onu 
tile twenty-third, he was veiy fall of the measles; the punctures on tb« 

Bat 
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atms being m the same state as on ilie preceding day. On the twenty- 
fifth, the measles began to disappear. On the twenty-siitth, and twenty- 
seventh, the punctures began again to look a little red. On the twenty- 
ninth, the inflammation increased, and there was a little matter formed. 
On the thirtieth, he was seized with fever. The small-pox appeared at 
the regular time, went through hi usual course, and terminated favour- 
ably. In like manner, it may be observed, that the venereal disease 
makes its appearance at different periods after infect iota. Is not this ex- 
plicable on the same principle? 

• 

The Editor feels it to be his duty to state, that since Mr. Hunter's death, 
au account of two cases, shewirlg the existence of the small-pox, and 
the measles, in the same person at the same time, by Dr. Patrick' 
Kussel, has been published in the second volume of the Transactions 
of a Society for the Improvement of Medicaland Ghirurgical Know* 
ledge ; :which shews that this law in the animal ccconomy, however 
general, is not without its exceptions. 

< . 

III. Of the comparative powers of different parts 

OF THE BODY— from SITUATION— FROM STRUCTURE. 

* . 

We shall have occasion to observe, that the parts affected take on the 
action more readily, and go on more rapidly with it, when near to the 
source of the circulation, than when far from it; for the heart exerts its 
influence upon the different parts of the body, in proportion to their 
vicinity lo it ; and the more distant the parts are, the weaker are thciri 
powen. 

This is, perhaps, better illustrated by disease than by any actions in 
heaiUh ; for in health we liare no comparative trials^ as no two parts- 
of the machine^ at unequal distances from the heart, can be thrown into- 
equal action, and therefore no conclusions can be drawn. - I may just' 
observe, that all the vital parts are near the heart. 

In diseases we see mortification, prising from debility, taking place 
in the extremities oftener than in other parts, more especially if the 
penson is tall ; the heart not propelling the bipod to these distant 
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with equsd force. In such a state of constitution, those who labour under 
a hepiiplegia,' are often found to die at last, from mortification taking 
place in the extremities of the paralytic side. In some of (hose cases 
the arteries give way, and allow of extravasation of the blood, and there- 
fore; wq m^ reasonably suppose, that they are proportionally %veak in 
health. We also find, that such extravasation commonly begins in the 
extremities.' This principal is not only evident in these two diseases, 
but also in every disease that can affect an animal body; It appears in 
tiic readiness with which diseases come on, and proceed, in parts dis- 
tant from the source of thie circulation ; and also in the steps towards a 
cure. - . . 

- Parts differ not only in their powers, in proportion as they are nearer 
or further frooji the heart, but? likewise according to their peculiar striic*- 
t^res, whereby they vary as much in the progress of diseased actions i^s^ 
in the operations of health. - • . -' * 

An animal body is composed of a variety of substaijces^ as muscle;' 
tendon, cellular membrane, ligament, bone, nerve, fcc; we have there- 
fore an opportunity of observing the comparative progress of diseases' 
in them, and their comparative powers of perfonning a cure; and we 
find that they differ very much from one another in those respects. 
Holv far these differences take place in all diseases I have not been able 
to determine; but should suppose, that in specific diseases, as sbrofula* 
and cancer, there is in general no drffercnee in the mode of action inf 
any of the structures,^ these diseases ^producing the same specific effects* 
in all the parts that are capable of being affected by them; but in dts-^ 
eases arising from' accident, a great difference in the d egrets of action 
takes place; the parts from such a cause being allo^ved to act according^ 
to their natures^ which holds good also in the venereal disease. This # 
difference appears to be chiefly in the degrees of strength and weakness 
in resisting diseasj^d action. The less the natural po^vers of action are in 
any particular structure of parts, the less they are able to resist disease;- 

^ Here it m to be underatood, that we do not include those parts wbich have a ^acer 
tendency to specific diseases tlian what man^ others have, as the lymphaiics to the scrofnla. 
the breast to the cancer* 



i INTHODUCTION. 

thereFore bpne, tendon, ligament, and eoUukr OMinbrane g4> ibsoikgb 
their diseased actions more slowly than. muscle or skin; and this prin^f 
Qple is applicable to the venereal disease. 



- * , 



IV. OF PARTS SUSCEPTIBLE OF PARTICULAR DISEASES. 

There are some parts much .more susceptible of apeci^ disea^than 
ptbers. Poisons take their different seats in the body as if allotted for 
them. Thus we have the skin attacked with whatt. are vulgarly called. 
2|corbutic eruptions; and many other diseases; it. isalsct the; Mat of the 
small-pox and the measles; the throat is the seat of action in the. hy- 
drophobia and the boopingH^ougb* The scro|i^ attacks, (he absorbent 
^steip)^ es^pecially the glands. The breasts, testicled^ and the co^gfpioe'* 
^te. glands arejbe sefit of cancer. The frkin throat and nose are more 
readily affected by the lues venerea than the bones, and; ;perioste(ifli^' 
wbicby^on^he other hand, suffer sooner tlian ouuy other pc^rts, particu- 
larly the ^ vital parts, which perhaps are not at all sus«epiible oflhi^ 
4iseMe. 

V. OF INFLAMMATION. ^^- 

. r • * 

I coNSTMR common InQammation to be an increased actiop of tJbci 
sDpaller vessels of a* part joined with a peculiar mode of actioQi by wHi(^ 
they are enabled to produce the foUowjqg dSe/Us^i tg unite paits of tbe 
body to each other;, to form pus;, and to remQve parts^ of Xhe solids*. 
These effects are not produced by a simi>)e increase, c^aqtion or^^enlarg^^ 
ment of the vessels, but by a peculiar actipn, which ia at present per*, 
haps not understood. 

These three effects of inflammation I have calledi distinct species pf 
inflammation. That which unites parts I have called^ the €dhesiv4 in^ 
fiammaUon ; that which forms pqs, Ike suppurative infiam/natian ; ^ul 
that which removes parts, the ulcerative infiammatiBiu 

In the adhesive inflammation the arteries throw out coagulable lymph 
whidi becomes the bond of union ; this however is not simply extrava- 
^aied, but has undergone some cliange before it leaves the arteries, since 



iii^illflliJn«d'V«iii»'Itl!l founid l^hsg ooagulated upon (lie internat surftice 
t}f th^ v^dseti whioh could not have happened if simply extravasated. 
In the suppurative mflatnmatidn a fttill greater change is produced upon 
the blood beibre it is thi*own out by the arteries, whereby it is formed 
itit€> pus ;j 'i^^bich change is^ probably similar to secretion. In the uice- 
TaiiVi TttdaAfiiniatidn the action of the arttrin does not remove the pans; 
ibat office is performed -by the absprbent vessels vrhich are brought into 

-* 4tt*ib6 ¥#tf finft ^pecifis^of itofliAnmatfon there must be a change in the 
42^s2tion'aMl>'tiiodG of 'action of the arteries; for the suppurative 
4Mitiot be eotaside/ed^ as simply an increase of the action of the adtie- 
viv^tas its effects are tioHilty different; but in the tlnrd species there is 
probtfbly no^ change of action in the arteries from that oTthe seocmdi 
«he actWii of tke absorbents being- silperadddd, by which solid parts and 
ttf cbursfe the ar^riejs themselves ans removed. 






VI. OF MORTIFICATION. 

• . » • « •. - % 

» ' • •» f - . « » . 

l»f6RTiFiGAri(»M tfeoftwa kinds, one preceded by inflammation, the 
other not ; but asiii« cases of moptificati<m, which will be mentioned ill 
this work, are all of the first kind, I shall confine my observations t6 
tbat species. • * 

I consider inflammation as an increased action of that power whiek ft 
)>airt is naturally in possession of; this increased action in healthy in- 
ilammatfons at least i$ |>M>bably attended with an increase of power t 
but in inflammations which terminate in mortification there is no in^ 
crease of power ; on the contrary, there is a diminution of power, which 
joined to an increased action becomes the cause of mortification^ by 
destroying the balance which ought to subsist between the power and 
action of every part. • • : * 

If this account of mortifications be just, we shall find it no diflEicult 
matter to establish a rational practice; but before we attempt this, let 
us just take a view of the treatment hitherto recommended, and see 
how far it agrees with our theory* 
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It is plain from the common practice' that the weakness has been at- 
tended to, but it is as plain that the increased action has been over- 
looked ; and therefore the whole aim has been to increase the action 
with a view, to remove the weakness. The Peruvian bark, confectio 
carcfiaca serpentaria, Sec. have been given in as large quantities as the 
case appeared to require, or the constitution could bear; by which 
means an artificial or temporary appearance of strength has been pro- 
duced, while it was only an increa$ed action. The cordials and winti, 
upon the principle on which they have been given, are rationally ad- 
ministered ; but there are strong reasons for i\ot Tccpnmnending theQ^ 
arisiiig from the general effect which all cordials have of increasing the 
actiop without giving real strength; and the powers of the_body are 
afterwards sunk proportionally as they have been raised, by which 
nothing can be gained but a great deal may be lost; for in all cases 
if the powers are allowed to sink bellow a certain pOint, they are irrcr 
coverable. 

The local treatment has been as absurd as the constitutional; scarifi- 
cations have been made down to the Tivihg parts, that stimulating and 
a(iti$peptif;.mefdicincs might be applied! to ihem^'^n (ttrp^Qtine^,. the 
w^rmei' balsams, and sometimes the essential oils; wacm fomentations 
have been, also applied as congetiiil tolife^but warmth always increases 
action, and stimulants are improper where the actions are. already te!i3 
vi0l6rit- . : 

. Upon the principles here laid dpwti, \h6 bark is* the only medicine 
that can be depended vfXHi, as it increases the powers jind lessens the 
acjtions. Upon many occasioils opium will be of singular service by 
lessening the action, although it does not give real strength: I have 
seen good effects Jrom it both when given iritern4Uy iR large dopcp, and 
when applied to the part. Keepiqg the parts cool is proper, and all 
the applications should be cold* The above practice is to be kept in 
view in mortifications that happen in the venereal disease. 
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jTh.x venereal disease sirisestraixik jpoisoi^, Whtcb as It is proQuik^fiy 
disease, and is capable of again proddcihc a simitar diseaseVFcair^a 
morbid poison to dTstincmisn it from Ine other poisons, auiitiaL vema* 




contamination. Those which infect ih^bodv, either Ideally ot^x^fl^ 
tulipqally, but not in both ways, i call simpU. TnMe which are capaftVe 



power of propagating or multiplying itself;' aiid alU h afsd'cii{piib}e'<6f 
acting both locally and constitutionally, it is a compound morbid poisom 
Ukei.all such poisona^iit.may becQipinunipated to, otbicrt in all;the 
various ways in which it/ean l>9. r^eived, producing tlie same disease 
in some one of Its forms^ 

* - - * t • * 

, • i, . . I. , OF THE FlRSt ORIGlK orTHE fOISOK ' -■' ' ' 

Itii^iiiiH liiii 'fiitir aiipebiattt!^ br this ^sohiis^^eriatAlyWkbid Ok^paiM, 
of naodcni histoiy, y^t. the precise time and manner of its origin haft 
hilberjto 'escabeid oiir o^servatioii :" ihd we'sft^ S'tilT'lh^^onb'ti WHietlier it 
aHJKiJoiEurop«.«r.sHWj|npftrtfi^,.fFOffi,^fnca,,X§^^ 
discuss this question, and those who wish to examine at length ilH^ , (ails*. 

C 



10 OF THE VEKERIAL DISEASE. 

authcriiies and argamcDts kroaght in favour of the htter opinion, mxf 
consnlt Aslruc; and for the former a short tresuise^ publbhed in one 
drausand scien hundred and fifiy-one, without a name. The author of 
this treatise appears to hay^ considered t|ie subject very folly, and as 
far as reasoning goes on a subject of this kind, pmves that the disease 
was not brought fiom the West-Indies : not contented with this, he 
goes on to account for its first rise in Europe ; but in this he is not 
equally successful. The subject is a difliciilt one; and the want of a 
sufficient number of facts leaves too much room for conjecture. 

We shall nof therefore enter further inio this questi^ nor is it ma- 
terial to know at what period and in what country this disease arose ; 
but wetnay in general- affirm, that as animals are not naturally fornipd 
.ynfh disc^e, nor so as to run spontaneously into diseased actions; but 
m^y?^ s|isceptibility of such impressions as produce diseased actions; 
diseases must always arise from impressions made upon the body : and 
'^as^inanj^ .prpbably^ susceptible of more impressions that become.. the 

Jnunediale cause of disease, than any other, animal, and is besides the 

• -'•- I. . .. ^ * ^ ^ 

-JVfly animal wbi(^ can be said ta form artificial impressions upon him* 
i|dU','be.,^S| subject to the greatest variety of diseases. In one of those 
^self*formed situatipns therefore the impression most probably was given, 
' .^hich produced the venereal disease. 



• i 



" 'U; IT BEGAN IN THE HUMAN RACE/ AND IN THE ^ARTS: 

OF GENERAtlON. I 



. 



« 

Iif whatever manner it arose, it certainly be^an in the human race ; as 
we know no. other animal that is capable of being infected with this 
poison. It is probable' too, that the'p^rts'ot generation ^ere the first 
aftcled;. for if k had tal^eo place in. ai)y other part of the bod^ it might 



, ^ lD|itlqdf ''^ A Dniertatioo 00 lb€ Origio of lh« Venereal Dhesae ; proTing that it vaa 
BOt brought from Ameri<;m bot Jbcgan in Europe from an epidemical Distemper; translated 
from the origioal tf aiiosMpt of au emiaAt Pbjnieran* LMidob, priol^ Ibr JRobert Qrif- 
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I 

pqobaUy.iiieyer' )iaive<£0{ie^ fiKCtbc^ ^j^???; ^^.P^!^^; ^° w^om it first 
arase; aad* therefore never have .t>een known ; but being seated In the 
parte pf gipppr^ljoi^ ivhere the pnjy natural connection tfi^'cs place 
ty?q^.i9#ebuiiiaii bei^g. an^iwwfther, excqi^ ihe iiadth^rVpd child, it . 
wa^ Jo thetE^pst favourable situation forbei^g. prapagated ; and.iis we 
shall find bcreaXit^r in the history of the disease itself^ that no consti^ . 
tutional effect qfthisippHqp ^an be, C9xximunicat94 19 ol|ier^, w^^ 
ltd of ^fifpmty^ to^ conclude that, iU fipst effects were Ipcal • . 









Iff. OF"*fHE !^A*rimE OF THB-POISON.- ' 'fi ' - • 

I '. ' * • V ! » • . ' - • . • I r , . , r . 

Wc know nothing of the poison iisdfi but only its ;effects on the hptnw 
bbdy« ' kiis comfaionly in the ipraiiof pus, Jir.uiuied. with pus j or ^OQie 
siicii secMfioni and produces a iiimilar matter. I ia others, wfa«sh sbowSfj 
that It is mcMi generally V although not heDessa^rilyv a cooaeqmsn^ of ix^i 
flamknation;' It' produces or excites ihtrcforoJin.nKMt csiSfBs, au ili*^ 
flommaiibn iii the parts contaniinated ; besides iwhicli inQammatiop tb^ > 
parts so contaminated have a peculiar ifiodc of acttomsuperadded, diffi^f ^ 
rent from ail other actions: attending inflamnmtiont; and it is Ah)s ^peoi*^ ] 
£0 mode of iaction which produces the specific .quality in the QaattenJt ) 
is not necessary that inflaiiiroation should be present to kieep up this^; 
peculiar mode of action, because the poison continues to he formed . 
lon^ after all signs of inQanmiat ion *have cea^d.i HThiS' appears fittyti 
the foUowihg facts; men hjaviqg.ohly what isi (galled a gl^t,. or > heaUng < 
cbaQcrci give the disease to isound women;: and raaiiy venereal gonor* . 
rhqaas iiappen without any visible signs of inflammatioiu : . . . w m 

It) wpnsen .the inflammation >is frequently very, slighty and fOftob^': 
there is not the least sign of it ; for they have been known Ui snfctot- 
men though they themselves have had no symptoms of inflammation, 
or of the disease in any forni' Therefore (he inflammatioapnd sup- 
puration, when present, are only attendants on the peculiar mode of 
a0tioii7 the degree in which (hey tftke place dependqngtmore on the/ 
natm«of theoeiiHtitutipiithanrioatfaatoftfaepoiirom^^^ / > > 
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the TorhiAllon rff inriatter also, ihmigli a ytry-g«iefal?1« ttbf r«iM^ 
ifani alC^ndaor on.this disease; fbrnre soihetirties fin^ iDflarnfmMii^^ 
proi^uc^d by the venereal poison which 'dbes hot termmaie'ih suppArti* 
tion V'such inlSanimation I suspect to bd of th6 efrysipelaldus k9fad.^it h^ 
ifi^' ftfellef pfbdtjced, whether with or witliout hitlanMofiitiMli ^hiidr' 
albl^e contains the po&bh i for whhout tbe^Tormation of matteri ho 
v^tiefVal poison can exist. Therefofte a persbti hbtvitig the vcnereaKm^^' 
tation in any foVmubt s^ttended whh a dischOTge;canm>t'c6fi}]ifunicaM^ 
the disease to another. To communicate the disease tbereforci^it is ne* 
cessary that tlv^yei^e|^;,j«:tton attpuMi first take piaw| that matter 
should be formed in consequence of that action, and that the matter 
sl760lt!i)e applied' to a^sonhrf^ persdn^'W pirtr- ...... .^ , .,., ^. -.y ^ v - 

^ ThfaC thb venertai disease .is tdt>be^f»ropagated oiriy H[>)^inratter^^^ 
ptoW^ «Wrf' day by^ a tfaousafid*NfisCatices; Married meir conlfract tlw^ 
diMaH»«,"{nid' tfot stapt^Ct^ tli«r'thfey"ha¥e diogbt it; oQh9kk with 4heii(j 
wiiVies^ei^Ar^fer' weeks/ Upob^disco^rnig symptouto of thfe disease thcy^ 
of '^odrse diaisC^ yet in alliiiy practice I never once fotmd thkt the com^!; 
pf&tni* iTas cn^mttuftoicaie^ under- «uch circumstances, /except <whcroi 
thi^lfad ndt been ^very attentive ta:th6. sy mptoms,^ and therefore com < 
tiklued the connections pft^ ^ the discharge* haid appeared, i; * faarve* '« 
gone' so fat as'to allow husbands tol cohabit with their'wiyes in orderto ^ 
si«e^l]ppearanteS| and (always with )safetyv ^^^ ^^ * ^ v - ;,. . .• 

^he llMitt^r'w4iich is. impregnated with tfaiSvjIiQBtei, when it comes in i 
cOHtiaCiCiwkh a living part,' irritates that -pan, and inflamm^tioanb tlie' 
coMflHfH cdfasecjoence. Jt>mii8t be appliedv^either in a flaid\state, or 
rendered fluid by the juices of the part to which it w applied. Thore ^ 
is*' 4ko histftnce ^here ir has given kke infectioa^in the form oF^^rapori as 
is:tCAf^asb in ma4iy other poisonsi * v 
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ly. 'OF THE GREATER OR LESS ACRIMONY OF THE POISON. ' 

cannot have a greaur d^e«{9(,p9i9<)miifSt^iiHt^<liii9niaootH?ili<aDd^^ 
there is any difference it is only in ils being more or less diluted, which 



pf€>duces no difference ID ils effects. One can conceive however, that 
it may be so far diluted ;)s not to have the power of Irritation, Thus 
any fluid taken into the mouth, capable of stimulating' thfe iiCTve^ to 
taste, may be so diluted as hot to be tasted. But if the poison can irri- 
Ijlt^ tbcipart t.Q wlyij^b U.is,appUe4 tp ?ction, it is all that is required j, 
tbe ^tiopwill. b^j^liQ same whether from a large or small quantity^, 
•iqce jlhpK^ nien who tiave taken great pains m washing the parts, im*; 
i^9dif||e)^ :aft9P cpnnectio^,. t^aye- cayght, ^the disease, and the symj^loms. 
l^ye beet» equ^ly severe ^ \i) qthers who u^ed no such {)recauiion. ^_ 
We ifind from exi;>erience,,|hat there is no difference in the kind of 
iQALter : and nQ.variatioii can arise ia the disease from the matterV 
being of diflerent degrees of strength ; for it a[)pears ihat the same mat* 

tef ^ept9,,tecy differpj^My ^<lifFei?en^,^p?^^^ liaving been' 

cgnuwtpd^ ^iJih piji^ ,\^ 

s^ail Jiav^a/vipjcat gppo^r^^jQ^^.or c;hancre/wh^ the other shall liave. 
^l^^fy-Mji^ie^W^^^^ 1 have ^pwA one man ^ive ihe disease to^ 

di^erent.^women, and SWM, .^f l^^^ have^had itjvery seyerpl^^ 

H^iJifs iq Qther^ It h^ beei^^vpo^ilj^^^ ]rhe same reaspning holds g^ooci' 
witli^r^Fd^to chancres. ^ The.yanatiops of the>symptoins in different, 
p^rsoQjS dep^pd upon the constitution and habit of the patient a(t tb<^. 
tijp?/... WA^*^ Jt^PB«W io the jnoiculatipn of thfc .small pox sttepg^hieqj ] 
thiappinion. ,J^et ihe,syropipflas o/th? paUentfr^ 
is \9ken h^ good ..or had,, let it be (^rom m^ who ha^ had a ^rep^t.inany^ 
pystule^ Qr.frqm one who has. had but few ; Jet Jt be from jhe ^onflv^^nt. 
or .d^tinct kind, applied ;n a ^arge quantity or a soiaU one^ it p^dlii^i^ 
alws^'s the same effect, /This could only be kno^a by tlie gr^^.i^^m^, 
b«i9 that bjiyf.bew iijoqil^led ynd?r ill. the,se different circl^nsta^pes• 

' " ' TBfe Editor corisiders the'Ktst assertion to iremain utiproved, lln'ce lie ' 
^* r ' ''h^s in many Instances diluted tbe Variolous matter, and always found 
' th^ ^be disease produced from siioh matter was milder than when ' 
' employed for ittOCQlatton in its undituted states • i^ . 
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V. OF THE POISON BEING THE SAME IN GONORRHO?;^ 

. AND IN CHANCRE. 



4I 



It has been supposed by many that the gonorrhqiia' ^nd the chancrq 
arise from two distinct poisons; and their. opiniop s'qems to have sorae^ 
foundation, when we consider only the difierent. appearances of (he (wo 
diseases, and the difierent methods of cure; which' ^ni'judginfit^dfult^' 
nature of many diseases is too. ofien all we have' to go bv^ 'Yet ir^e 
take up this question upon other grounds, and also h^ve recourse to 
experiments, the result of which we can absolutely depend upon, we ] 
shall find this notion to be erroneoas. ^ ' 

If we attend to the manner in which the venereal poison was doni- ' 
ihunicated.to the inhabitants of the island in the South-Seas, there at'e/ 
many circumstances which tend to throw light upon the present' 
question. It has been supposed, ais no mention is made of a gonorrhoea 
a( Otaheite^ that it must have been the chancre, ths^t yas first inlfo^ ' 
auced inito that island; and that of cdursd npthingbut a6hancre could 
be propagated there ; for as no gonorrhcea had l^een coitamuhicated no 
such .disease could take place.' But if we were to reason upon all the 
probable circumstances attending the voyages id th^t part of the world 
we should conclude the contrary ; for it was almost impossible to carry . 
a chaAcre so long a voyage without its destroying the penis; while wc 
know from experience, that a gonorrhcea may continue for a gr^at 
length of time. It is mentioned in Cook's voyage, that the people of 
Otaheite, who had this . disease, went into the country atid got ci^red ; 
but when it turned into a pox it was then incurable : this shews that the 
disease which they had must havq been a gonorrhcea, for we know 
thgt it is only a gonorrhoea that can be cured by simple means ; and 
further, if it had been a chancre, and they had been acquainted with 
the means of curing it, they could also have cured the lues venerea. 

Wallis left Plymouth in August 1766, and arrived at Otaheite in 
July 1767 eleven months after his embarkation; and if none of his 
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men Ka.d tho disease when he sailed, there was hardly a possibility oftheir 
contracting it any where afterwards in the voyage ; this appears to be 
too long for a gonorrhoea to last. But let us suppose even that Wa^is 
carried it thither in his ship, and that one or two of his crew had it; as 
be staid there Eye weeks, it was veiy possible, even very probable, that 
such person or persons might, have communicated it so quickly as to 
have become the cause of contarrtination of the whole crew of hb ship; 
but ast this did not happen, it is. a presumptive proof that Wailis did 
not carry it thither. 

Bpugainville left France in December 1766, but he touched at 
several places where some of his people might have got the disease; 
the last of which was Rio de la Plata, which he left in November 17679 
and arrived at Otaheite in Api«il 1768, five months after. This inter- 
val of, time agrees better with the usual continuance of ihe disease than 
the length of Wallis*s voyag[e, and therefore, from this circumstance, it 
becoi;nes more probal:^le that Bougainville carried.it thither. Besides, it 
is likely that he could guard his people less against the disease than 
Wailis, for Wailis could have his choice of men at his first setting out, 
which was all (,hat was necessary to prevent his carr)'ing the disease 
with him, for he ran ho risk of contracting it afterwards : but although 
BougainvillQ had the same : advantagis; at. first, yet b? h^d it i^ot after- 
wards, for his men wer^ in the way of infection in several places, and 
be had no opportunity of changing them, and probably no great chance 
of having them cured. The circumstance of the disease being found 
by Bpi^g4invillc ^t Otaheitq soon, lafjer bis arrival, is a kind of proof 
that heGari:ie4 it thjther himself; for, I. observed before, thjit, if Walji? 
had earned it by one man only, this man icould in a very few days 
have so far propagated it, as to have spread it through the whole ship*i 
xrrew ; and as Bougainville arrived at the islapd ten months after WalliS| 
there was a sufficient time for the inhabitants of the \\'bole island to 
have been infectedj an(| the ravagbs of the disease must have hee^ 
evident. to them iraniediately upon their arrival. Bougainville re? 
mained only nine days at the island of Otaheite, and observed nothing 
•of the disease till some weeks af^er his . departure, when it w^^ found 
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rahning nvd pain in making water have suoteded. It fnay b«.;Sii]ipose4 
Jtiiat ikm two diseases arose from the original inf6GtieQ» and only ap- 
peared at different times; and their not occurring oftener togfCther 
Would almost induce us to beiiev^ it was ao, sktCe the roaitt^r i$;the 
lame in both, and therefore capable of produicing either the one or the 
other. 

I suspect that the presence of one. irritatioo in these parts becomes 
in general a preventive of the other. I have already observed^ that 
the two parts sympathise in. their diseases ; and it is possible thati tfalat 
Very sympathy may prevent the appearance of the real disesiae ; fer if 
^an action has already taken place whidi is tot venereal^ it is probable 
that this s}'knpathy will not cease whSie tht cause exciting it.wi^i 
"and therefoit^ when both happen in the^same person at the same tioae, 
i isuspect that either the urethra never had sympathised with the 
chancre, or if it did at fint that the sympathy had eeafied, and (hen tiie 
venereal roattier might stimulate the parts to action. 



yi/ OF THE CAUSE OF THE POISONOUS QUALITY— PER. 

MENTATION— ACTION. 

■ 

As tht consideration of this point, and the being able to account for i^ 
will throw some light upon the disease, and cure, I may be allowed to 
dwell a little upon it. It has been supposed by some, that the poison- 
ous quality of the matter arises from a fermentation taking place in it 
as soon as it is formed. But whether this poisonous quality arises from 
that cause ; of whether the animal body has a power of producing 
matter according lo the irritation given, whereby the living powers^ 
whenever irritated in a particular manner, produce such an action in 
the parts as to generate a matter similar in quality to thati which ex- 
ciied the action, is what I am now to consider. 

In the examination of this subject (shall conBsne myself to llie gmior- 
f'hoea. In support of cither of the two opinions, it must be supposed 
that the veucreal matter has by its specific properties, a power of irri- 
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tation beyond common matter. I have already observed, that it has 
die power of exciting inflammation even on the common skin, and of 
forming a chancre, which power is not possessed by common matter. 
In the first opinion it ,must be supposed, that there is no specific inflam* 
mation or suppuration produced by the application of tlie venereal 
matter, but only a common inflammation and suppuration, and that 
the matter capable of producing these eflects acts as a ferment upon the 
new formed matter, rendering it venereal as soon, or nearly as soon at 
it is formed ; and as there is a succession of secretions, there immedii^ 
ately follows a successidn of fermentations. Now, let us sec how far 
this idea agrees with all the vaiiety of phaenomena attending the disr 
ease. First, it may be asked, ivliat becomes of this ferment in many 
cases where the suppuration docs not come on for some weeks after the 
irritation and inflammation have taken place f In such cases we can 
hardly suppose the original venereal matter to remain, and to act as a 
ferment. Secondly^ when there is a cessation of the discharge and no 
matter formed, which sometimes happens for a considerable time, and 
yet all the symptoms recur, what is it that produces this fermentation 
» second time? Nothing can, but a new application of fresh venereal 
matter. When, for example, the irritation is translated to the testicle { 
and the discharge is totally stopped, as often happens, what becomes of 
the virus; and how is a new virus foixned wltcn the iriitation f4lis 
back 4ipon the urethra? Thirdly, if the poisonous quality were prq» 
duced by fermentaticm taking place ia the matter already formed, it 
^ould not be an easy matter to account for the 6yn)pto(iis ever ceasing ; 
for according to nay idea of a ferment, it would never cease to act, if 
new matter were continually added; nor couJd apy thing possibly 
eheck it, but a substance immediately applied to the part, ivbich could 
stop or paevsent the fermentatioii takijog place in the new matter. But 
as the veoeral inflammation, in this species of the disease, is not jkept up 
b^4Hid a certain time, the production of the poison cannot depend on 
fermentation. Fourthly, if it depended on a fermentation taking place 
in the secreted ncratter, all venereal cases would be alike^ nor would 
one be worne than axKAher, except from a greater or smaller number 
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of fermenting places. Upon this supposition also, all cases would be 
equally easy of cure, for the fermentation ^ould be equally strong in a 
slij^ht. case as in a bad one; it can only be fermentation in the matter 
after it has left the vessels; and ihe matter of every sore or secreting 
surface would become venereal, by applying venereal matter to it, 
tvliicli docs not happen. 

When the venereal matter has been appKed to a sore, so as to irri* 
tate, it produces a venereal irritation and inflammation. But even this 
does not always take place, for the common matter from the sore may 
remove the % enereal matter applied, before it can aflfcct the sore, so as 
to produce the venereal inflammation and suppuration there. I'his 
experiment I have made several times, and never could produce the^ 
venereal inflammation bu|t once. But if the venereal matter were cjpa« 
ble of acting as a ferment, then it would, in all cases produce venereal 
matter^ without altering the nature of the sore. 

' The. effects produced by the venereal poison appear to me to arise 
from, its peculiar, or specific irritation, joined with the susceptibility of 
the living principle to be irritated by such a cause, and the parts so 
irritated acting accordingly. I shall therefore consider it as a poison, 
which by irritating the living parts in a manner peculiar to itself, pro* 
duces an inflanimation peculiar to that irritation, from which a matter 
is produced peculiar to the inflammation. Let us consider how far this 
opinion agrees with the various phieriomena attending the disease.. 

Fii^t, the venereal matter having a greater power of irritating than 
common matter, approaches, nearer to the idea of irritation than offer- 
mentation. Secondly, its producing a specific, disease, with specific 
symptoms and appearances, shows that it has a specific power of irri* 
iation, the living powers necessarily acting according to that irritdtioh^ 
Thirdly, the inflammation having its stated time of appearing and terr 
minating, is agreeable to the laws of the animal oeconomy inmost ca^es, 
as it is a ciicumstance tliat takes place in other. diseases that have a 
crisis; and when the disease is longer of duration in some than in 
others, it is because they are much more susceptible of this kind of irri- 
tation, and there may be perhaps other concurrent circumstances* 
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Fourthly,ibe venereal inflammation being confined to a specific distance 
is more agreeable to tbe idea of a specific irritation, than that of a rer-^ 
mentation. Fifthly, we have a further proof of this opinion, from the 
appearance of (he disease being translated from one pari of (he body to 
another, as in the case of the swelled testicle, in which the discharge is 
often slopped. or otherwise afiected. Sixthly, the discharge often stops 
frpm the constitution being attacked by a fever, and returns after some 
day^ or wee^ks, or not at alU according to the continuance of the fever i 
DOW we csin plainly see why the fever should put a stop to the discharge^ 
as the disposition produced by it in a part is verydifiTerent from th^t 
disposition, which formed the matter; and we can plainly see why tlie 
same dis]K)sition to form. matter should often relurn; but how that 
return should be venei'^I, upon tlie principles of fermentation, we do 
not see. Seventhly, the pioduclion by art of an irritation of another kiixd^ 
which is not specific, renioves tbe specific irritation ; now an irritalcoiii 
of another kind cannot prevent the fermentation from going on,bu(, may 
destroy the venereal irritation. Eighthly, the circumstance of particular 
parts of our body being much more readily irtitated than others by the 
venereal poison, when in the constitution,. shows that it arises from an 
iiiitation, and tliat of a particular kind. Ninthly, sotne animals ^ro 
not susceptible of tbe venereal.irritation;. for repeated trials haveshewA 
that it js impossible to give it to a dog, a bitch, or an ass. * It is much 
easier to suppose, that a dog or an ass is not susceptible of many irrita- 
tions of which the human body is, which we find to be the case in other 
specific diseases, and most poisons, than that matter of the human body 
is susceptible of a change, of which that of the dog or ass is not. 

This argument is still further suj)portcd by comparing the venereal 
poison with other morbid poisons. The animal poison, productive of 

* I have repeatedly soaked lint in matter from a gonorrhoea, chancre, and bubo, and intro- 
doced it into the vagina of bitches, without producing any effect. I have also introduced it 
into tbe vagina of asses, without any effect. I have introduced it under the prepuce of doga 
without any effect. I have also made incisions and introduced it under the skin, and it has 
only produced a common sore. I have made tbe same experiment upon asses, with the 
same result. 
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the hydrophobia, seems to be owing to a partiailar irritation aBTectiog 
certain parts, which shews, that if the body or any part of the body is 
iri*itatedj it; takes on a disposition to a^t in a peculiar manner, and tiiat 
this mode of action is capable of secreting such juices as will throw an- 
other animal into the same action. In the hydrophobia the throat and 
its glamis are particularly affected ; and how the saliva should become 
of such a nature from the same kind of matter being either carried into 
th« comlitution, or perhaps only by the general sympathy of the con« 
Stiliition with a local affection, and more particularly with the parts 
aib^iit the throat, is not easily to be accounted for, without supposing 
either that the absorbed poison circulating can produce a specific con^* 
Mitutional action capable of affecting the throat and glands there, just 
a^ the poison of the snail jxxi affects the skin, or that the circulating 
jkoison has power to aflfect or irritate the glands of the mouth only, or 
tiML those parts only are capable of immediately sympathising wich 
lifac.part irritated, as the muscles of the lower jaw are when they pto^ 
tlucc the locked jaw. 

} If this theory is just, it aoocimts ibr epidemical diseases arising from 
jeasons, air, ft;c« irritating in sudi a manner, as (o produce a^ fever, the 
xffluvia of whidi shall irritate in the same manner; for it is not in the 
least material how the original irritation prises, it is only necessary 

that the animal should act according to the stimulus given by that 

iniit»tion% 
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CHAPTER IL 



THE MODE OE VENEREAl. JWFECTrOftT. 

£vBST iofeobious dkease ibfw Its peculiar nawiuir 0i^4gkgmv%^ ac(l 
^moDg aumJond. there is fftmnily 8<iin«th>iis ptaiUar in 4h§ jv|)f of 
liie, or tome ^Mtfnduig Ginouowtaiqae jirbid^ exfMAicv lib«m tt <>qie ti(^ 
or other to ixmtract sudi diseMts, aad irbiefa, if M€(i4e4. ftno^kl pniBy«ot 
Oieir propagation.: Tite itch, /or itlsU!iK»i k .^WfH^Hy cw^ kff a 
.cpecies of civility, the shaJitiflg of .btndsi ib«f«f9iv 4hf Jbttfl4 i# in99t 
coaunoniy the fiist part aCfeeted. And in the ytiiMr^ poiiK>|i is f«M- 
fally caught by the connectioa betweea thf fGfUh ^ pAits pf g«9fri8ir 
tion ccMnmonly first suffer ; from this circumstances people 4o .Qot iiljp^ 
pea this disease when ihe tyxttpioa» Hi¥ lii^ frli^m fils^ Jht^U^ 4iey 
alwajB suspect it in every complaint i^thm^ p93l»» 

la the lower class of people^one as natjutally thiukfi Q^AhP iiU^ witfp 
there is an eruption betnreen die fixtgiers, 9^ «'9 4q ja yOiWg Dim pf 
tKe venereal disease from the genitals beiog »SkctM i but as av^Ty se^ 
cnetiog surface, whether cuiicular or non-CHtMmlari jas <WM expl^insfl 
before, is liable, to bein&cted by the vfioemalj>9isaiiwben it is ;applie0 
to tben, it is possible for many <o(liier. parts .i>^des tb^ geiwtals |to rfi-* 
ceive ibis disease; tkerefore.it. appears m i^ wm$m9mK Dose^.ey^^ 
eajrs, and, as has. been said, in the oipples of-iiromtti ft^om giving ^vpk 
to chil^ea who haMqit in their moiitbs; yfbkh ehHdf^n have^ef n ^^ 
fected in the birth from the parts of the motAior l»eiug disQK^. 
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CHAPTER m 



OFTHt DlFFfiRSNT FORMS. OE THE DISEASE. 

' 1 HE venereal poison is capable of afiecting the human bod^rin two 
different ways ; locally, that is, in those parts only to which it is first ap« 
plied; and constitutionally, that is, in consequence of the absorption of 
*the venereal pu^whidi affects pkrrs while diffused in the circulation. 

Between the first and second kind, oi* the local and constitutionali « 
dertam intermediate complaints take place in the progress of absorplioni; 
these are inflammations and suppurations, forming what are calleil 
buboes, in which the ittatter is of the same nature with thai of the'ort* 
ginat disease. 

. When the matter has got into the constitutbn, and is circulatbig 
with the blood, it there irritates to action. There are produced from 
that irritation many local diseases, as blotches on tlie skin, ulcers i|i the 
tonsils, thickernng of the periosteum and bones. 

The local, or first kind, is what I have called immediate^ ansiiig im- 
mediately upon the application of venereal pus. Of tiib kind thereare 
-two sorts seemingly very different from one another. In the iirst there 
is a formation of matter without a breach in the solids, called a gonor« 
«rhcea. In thesecond (here is a breach.ia ihe solids, called a diaacrft. 
Neither of these two ways in which the .disease shews itself is /oiwlog to 
any thing peculiar in the kind ofpoisod applied, but to tiie difference 
in the par(s contaminated. 

The readiness with which the parts run into violent action, in this 

• I have called this fi)riii of the disea^e^ cjnstitulional ; yet it is not slricllj so« for every 
complaint in consequence of it is truly locals and is produced by (lie simple application of 
the poison to the parts. 
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q>Gci€8 of inflanunation, is greater or I/qs3 jacording to (he^natureiO^^tjif 
parts affected ; which perhaps does not arise from any specific difference 
in the parts, but is apcqrding to tb^ coqimon pri^iple ; of sensibility 
and ^rritahilily;i for we jBnd th^t/l^icy^gina is not. so mjach ,di^pos^ \p 
infllaniinatiion Jin thisdisi^ase/fi^ th^ urethra, isk in t^e same sp^^ bec^^$p 
it is not so sensible. H^weyej^^ it is, possili^le there may be soqiespecifip 
disppsiiiop AP irritatiw aP4 ,inAvanift«,ioft , jn the u^^qlh;:a„i^^ . man j ^ anci, 

• • • 

what/would incline me to thiqk so, is, t],i;at t^is canal is p^h<tp& Qfteper 
out of q«l^r thap.nny ^^cr, prcniucipg a grc^Vy#-iety /?} synjptoips; / 

I. VARIETIES IN DIFFERENT CONSTITUTION^.- ''^' "' 

This disease, when it appears in the form either of a gonorrhoea or a 
chancre, differs very much in the violence of its symptoms in different 
people. In some it is extremely mild, in others extremely violent. 
When mild, it is generally simple in its symptoms, having but few and 
those of no great extent, being much confined to the specific distance; 
but when violent it becomes more complicated in its symptoms, having 
a greater variety , and extending itself beyond the specific distance. This 
does not arise from any variety in the specific virtue of the poison, but 
from a difference in the disposition and mode of action of the body, or 
parts of the body ; some being hardly susceptible of this or any irrita* 
tion, others being very susceptible of it, and of every other irritation, so 
as readily to run into violent action. 

The venereal irritation however does not always follow these rules ; 
for I have known young men, in whom a sore from common accident 
healed up readily, yet the irritation attending a gonorrhoea would be 
violent, and a chancre would inflame and spread with great rapidity, 
and even mortify. On the other hand, I have known young men in 
whom a sore from common violence has been healed with great dif« 
ficuity, yet when they had contracted a gonorrhoea or chancre, the 
disease has been mild, and easily cured. 

In particular people it is either mild or severe for the most part, uni- 

E 
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formty. In the first slated dispositions it is ivot invariably so, but then 
1 grieve there Is some indisposition at the time. . I have known several 
gentlemen who had their gonorrhoeas so slight in common, that they 
freqaeiitly cured themselves ; but it has so happened, that a gonorrhoea 
has been remarkably severe, which baffling all their skill they have 
applied for assistance, but theii they -were soon aittacked with the 
symptoms of a fever, and when the fever has gone off the symptoms of 
the gonorrhoea immediately became mild. I may also observe, that 
when the disease is in the ibrm of a lues venerea^ different const i tut iohs 
are differently affected ; in some its progress is veiy rapid^ in others^it 
is very slow. 
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• CHAPTER IV. 

■ 

OPTHfi LUtS'VtN^REA "BEING. THE CAtrSE OJF' .bf rtfejl' ' 
••• • ' DISEASES. ,, ; ., 

. . . • r 

VERY animal ruay be s^id to nave.n^lural tendencies to diseased 
a/ctions,w*hicTi maybe considcrca as predisposing causes, and these^roa^j 
be ca.IIea inU) ajctioh tihenever the immediate cause takes place^ whjcb 
may be such as to have no connection with these tendencies, and caunot 
therefore be' considered as the cause of the disease. One disease sh^)^ 
excite another, and therefore, is supposed to be the sole c^use pf.i^i ^ 
slight fevers, or colds, small-poxi and measles, becoQ;!,^ f)equen(]j)r th^ 
immediaie cause of scrcrfnfa, and certain derangements ofthe^atural 
actions of the body often tiring on the gout, agues^ and o^her cflsga^e?;; 
but these diseases will be always more or less, according to the cpn^ti- 
tution and parts; and the consti nations ivill dijS^r according to circunoi- 
8taDces» which may be nutnerowl: two of ttiese however will, be locali 
Situation, and age. . 

I It*' * ^ - * 

In this country the tendency to scrofula arises from the climate, which 
is in many a predisposing cause, and only requires some deratiigecnent 
to becoiiie an immediate cause and produce the whole diseasei 

The venereal disease also becomes often the immediate cause of other 
disorders, by calling, forth latent tendencies to action. This does ndt 
happen from its being, venereal,* bub from its having destro^^d ,th« 
natural actions, so that the mQnneqt the venereal action anyd disposition 
is terminated, tlie other tal^cs phce; and I have seen in many cases the 
tendency so very strong, that it has taken place before the yeqereal has 
been intirely subdued ; for by pursuing the mercurial course thie symp* 
toms have grown worse;^ hut by taking .up the new dispositiQn, and 
renderiug it less active tlian the venerieal, the venereal has coip^ ip^ 
action anew; , and* theietfTects have,tak^9 place alter iialfly, several 
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times. In such cases it is a lucky circumstance when the two modes of 
treatment can be united ; but where they act in opposition it is very 
unfortunate. If the veiiereal disease attacks the lungs, although that 
disposition may be corrected, consumption may ensue; and in like 
manner ^here the. bones are affected, or the nose, scrofulous* swellings 
or fistula lacrymalis may be the consequence, though the disease jnay 
have been cured. 

Many of the diseases arising from this cause aj3pear to be peculiar to 
such causes, and seem to be formed out of the constitution, the disease, 
and method of cure ; therefore it is difficult to say of what nature such 
a diseaise may he ; but it will in general have a particular tendency 
from the constitution; and if we are acquainted with the general ten- 
dency of a constitution, we at^e to suspect that as the strongest cause, 
atid that the disease will partake more ofit thah'of the other* In Jthis 
coiimtrf^ these complaints have most commonly a scrofulous tendency, 
and ai*e often truly scrofulous, the disease partaking more of that ten- 
dency than any other. 

Parts have also their peculiar tendencies . to diseases, which ar|^ 
stronger than those of the constitution at large, an^d when ihjured they 
win of course fall into the diseased a<ition arising from such tendencies; 
therefore, when parts have had their natural actions destroyed by a 
vehere'd i(f itiition, those tendencies will be brought into action ; and 
therefore the diseases arising from the tendencies of such parts are to 
be kept in view. They willbe assisted likewise by local situation and 

In particufar countries, and in young people, the tendency to scro* 
fula will be predoniinaht '; 'therefore buboes iii them wiTl more readily 
become scrofulous. In old people they may form cancers; and when 
in p^rts, the body of which have a greater tendency to cancer, that dis- 
ease will more rfeadily take place. 

Tlie want of knowTedge and attention to this subject has been the 
cause t)f many mistakes, for whenever such effects have been produced 
In consequence of the venereal disease it has immediatefy beeii blamed, 
and not only as a cause, but it has beeii^ supposed to be tlie disease 
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itself. This inference has been drawn from not seeing that a variety of 
causes are capable of producing one e£Pect, or in other words, that 
where the predisposing cause is the same, a variety of immediate causes 
may produce the same action, ft must be obvious that the venereal 
disease eannot be both the predisposing and immediate cause. 

When the venereal disease attacks the urethra, it often becomes the 
predisposing cause of abscesses, and many other complaints ; when it 
attacks the outside of the penis, forming chancres, they often ulcerate 
so deep as to communicate with the urethra^ producing fistulas in the 
urethra, and often continued phymoses. 

In describing diseases which like the venereal disease admit of a great 
variety of symptoms^ we should keep a middle line, first giving the 
most common symptoms of the disease in each form, then the varieties 
which most commonly occur, and last of all the most uncommon; but 
it will be imposiiible to take notice of every possible v<(riety, therefbrp 
when a variety occurs not mentioned, it is Qot to b^ supposed that the 
author is leading his readers astray, or is unacquainted with the disease 
at large; for if his genera) principles are ju'st, they will help to explain 
most of the singularities oft he disease* ' 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF GONORRHOEA. 

tY MKM un UiHu'm^ maUcr of any kind is applied to a secreting 
IUffiil<«f It itf«f&ilii«» (liul Accretion, and chanjges it ^ from tis natural 
MM(A (wlittU VCr thai be) lo Aontc other, whicli in t^ie present disease 

VVtloti (t*U (ttkcN place in (lie iirctltra it Is chilled a gonorrhoea i and as 
h mi^m (ioiii ttio rnattcr being applied to a non-cuiitular surface, which 
llAturitlly iii««t'«te» »aine fluid, it in of no corueqnencc in wl^at part of the 
My tUU huHit(J« if ( for if ill the anus, it will produce a similar dis- 
chfti'ii^t Uif^rOi dud a nimiliir effect on the inside of the inouth, nose, eyes. 
Alid P»pi, A Kt^ntlfinttu, who was uting an injection for the cure of 
gnnori liflpd, oh flndlnn hiinfielf costive made use of the same syringe to 
throw up fining watm water into the rectum. Soon after, he had a vio- 
lent dUihar^e liou) the anUN, with pain and tenesmus, evidently the 
ay lUptomN ol gouoi rheaa in that part, it is conceived by some, that gonor- 
rhwaa may tMke place without the above-mentioned immediate cause ; 
(hat i«, that titey may arlNO from the constitution ; if so, they nmst be 
alinilar to what Ik supposed to be a venereal ophthalmia. But from the 
inalo)i)' of other venereal atleci ions proceeding from the constitution, 
I vtiy iiiUih Miapect the exiaienceuf either the one or the othtr: for 
whrii the |>oiiiou in ihiown up<m the mouth, throat, or nose, it produces 
uUrin, aiiii not ^n iniie<(Hed secietiou, like a gononl cea. But we never 
tiltd an uktr on ihv insdde of the eye>lids in those ophthalmias; 
ithd ^«<nMhbi^M in the uit^thra are too frequent to proceed from such 
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Till ^boiiC the ytkt ITBSit was gerteraUy suppofied, thM tb« matter 
from the urethra in a gonorrhwa arose from an ulcer or ulcers in that 
passage; but from observation it was then proved that this vi^as not the 

case. . • f. . •. ' ■ . 

It may not be imf»t>per to give here a »hort history of the discovery; 
of matter being (brmed by inflammation without ulceration. In ih6 
winter 174d, a child was brought into the room used for dissection, in 
Covent Garden, on opening of whose thorax a large quantity of pui was 
found loose in the cavity, with (he surface of the lungs and the'pleiirs 
furred over with a mo^e solid substance similar to coagulaMe lymph* 
On renfK>vtng this from those surfaces they were found intire. This .a|>«^ 
pearance being new to Dr. Hunter, he sent to Mr. Samuel Sharp, desir* 
ing his attendance, and to him it also appeared new. Mr. Sharp after^ 
wards in the year 1 750, pubjished his Critical Enquiry, in which he ii>> 
traduced this fact, *^ That matter may be formed without a breach ot 
substance f * not mentioning whence he had derived this notion. It wasr 
ever after taught by Dr. Hunter in his lectures; we however find 
writers adopting it witfaooi: quoting either Mn Sharp or Dr. Hunter^ 
So much being known, I was anxious to examine whether the matter 
in a gonorrhoea was formed In the same way. In the spring o{ t153f 
there was an execution of eight men, two of whorti I knew had at that 
time very sev'dfd gonorrhttlas. Their bodies being procared lor this 
particular purpose, we were very accurate in our examinatron, but 
found no ulceralfloii, the two urethras appeared merely a little blood- 
shot, especially near the glands. This being anatlier new fact asicfer- 
tained, it did not escape Mr. Cataker, who was then attending Dr. 
Hunter's lectures, and also practising dlissection under me. He pub- 
lished, soon after in 1 754, a treatise on this disease, and explained fully 
that the matter in a gonorrhoea did not ari^e from an ulcer, without 
mentioning' liow he acquired this knowledge ; aild it has ever since bees 
adopted in publications on this subject. Since the period mentioned 
s6ove, I have paid particular attention to this circumstance, and have 
opeiied the urethra of iiiany, who at the time Of their death had a gonor-- 
liboea, yet havt never found a sort in any : biSt always observed* that 
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the urethra near the glans was more blookl-sfaoot tban^ usnal^ and -that 
the lacunae were often filled with matter. I have indeed s^en an ibstancd 
of a 8ore a little within (he urethra ; but this sore was not produced by 
any ulceration of the surface, but from an inflammation taking place 
probably in one of the glaus, which produced an absce^ in the pairt, 
and that abscess opened its way into the urethra. The very 9aine soi^ 
opened a way through externally at the fraenum, so that there was a 
new passage for the urine. Indeed the method of curing a gonorrhsa 
might have shown thai it ^ould not depend upon a venereal ulo^n; for 
there is hardly an instance of a venereal alter being cured but by nier- 
cury, except by escharotics. We knoyir however that most gonorrhoeas 
are curable without rnercuiy; and, what is. st^ill moriCi without any 
medical assistance, which I believe is never the case with a* chanfcre. 
This fact of there being no ulcers was first taught publicly /by Dj:^ 
Hunter at his lectures in the year 1 750, but he did not attdpipt to ac- 
count for it. . 

I. OF THE TIME BETWEEN THE APPLICATION . AND EFFECT. 

In most diseases there is a certain time between the application of the 
cause, and the appearance of the effect. In the venereal disease this 
time is found to vary considerably, owing probably to the state of the 
constitution when the infection was received. Each form of the ;dis- 
ease also varies in this respect ; the gonorrhoea and chancre being earlier 
in their appearance after contamination than the lues venerea^ and of. 
the two former the gonorrhoea appearing sooner than the chancre. In 
the gonorrhoea the times of appearance are very different ; 1 have had 
reason to believe that in some the poison has taken effect in a few 
hours, while in others it has been six weeks ; and I have had examples 
of it in all the intermediate periods; so far however as wtf can rely 
upon the veracity of our patients, and farther evidence we cannot have» 
six, eight, ten, or twelve days would appear to be the most common 
period, though it is capable of affecting some people much sooner, and 
others much later. I was informed by a married gentleman who came 
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from the CQUiUry and left his wife behind him, that in a frolick he went 
to a bagnio and had connection with a woman of the town; the next 
morning he left l>er, and he had no sooner p^ot to his lodging than he 
felt a moisture of the part, and upon inspection he found a beginning ^ 
gonorrhoea, which proved a very troiiblesothjc one. . I was told by; an- 
other gentleman, that he had been wiili a woman over night, and in the ' 
morning the gonorrhoea appeared ; the same happened to him twice. 
I was informed by a third gentleman, that the discharge appeared in 
six-and-thirty hours after the application of the poison. In the above- 
mentioned patients, the infection must have arisen from the poison ap« 
plied at those stated times, as norie of them had an opportunity of re- 
ceiving the infection for many weelcs before. A gentleman had a 
chancre, which was cured by the internal use of mercury : when the 
chancre was nearly well a 'gonorrhoea made its appearance; this was . 
nearly five weeks after the chancre; • . 

These assertions fromi men of vemcity, and where there could be no 
temptation to deceive, not even an imaginary one, are sufficmil; evi- 
dences. On the other hand, upon e^ally good authority, I have been 
informed that six M^eeks afCer the applicatioii had passed, before any 
symptom appeared. Tlie patient had strange a<id uncomnioQ com- 
plaints preceding the running, suiih as an uuusiial sensation in the parts, 
with most of the other symptoms of gonorrhoea except tlie discharge. 
He had the same complaint about twelve months afterwards, and then 
it was four weeks from the application of the poison before it appeared, 
giving for some part of that time the former disagreeable sensations ; 
but from his late experience he suspected what was coming. From this 
I am inclined to believe that it seldom or never lies perfectly quiet soj 
long, and that the inflammatory state may take place for some cohsir* 
derable time before the suppurative ; and in these cases tliere is less 
disposition for a eure^ as the very disposition which forms a running is. 
in general a salutary one, and is an intermediate step between the dis- 
ease, which is the inflammation, and the cure ; for in the time of sup- 
puration a change has taken place in the vessels producing the forma- 
tlon of matter, if this change should never take place it is not certain^ 

F 
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what would be the consequence ; whether the inflammatiOQ would go 
off without suppuration, as in many common inflammatiods, I have not 
been able to determine, but should suspect that it would continue much 
longer than usual, because the parts have not completed their actions; 
and I also suspect that such cases always arise from some peculiarity of 
constitution. 

II. OF THE DIFFICULTY OF DISTINGUISHING THE VIRULENT 

FROxM THE SIMPLE GONORRHOEA. 

The surface of the urethra b subject to inflammation and suppuration 
from various other causes besides the venereal poison ; and sometimes 
dischai^es happen spontaneously, when no immediate cause can be as<- 
signed; such maybe called siaiple gonorrhoeas, and have nothing of 
the venereal infection in them ; though those that have been formerly 
subject to virulent gonorrhasas are most liable to them. It is given as 
a distingoishing mark between th^ simple and the virulent gonorrhoea, 
that the simple comes on immediately after copulation^ and is at once 
violent ; whereas the virulent comes on some days after, and gradually. 
But the simple is not in all cases a consequence of a man s having had 
connection with women, it does not always come on at once, nor is it 
always free from pain. General iudtsposiiion shall produce it, and it 
shall go off with the indisposition. On the other band we see many 
venereal gonorrhoeas that begin without any appearance of inflamma- 
tion ; and I have been very much at a loss to determine whether they 
were venereal or not ; for there are a certain class of symptoms com- 
mon to almost all diseases of the urethra, from which it is diliicult to 
distinguish tlie few that arise solely from the specific affection. 1 have 
known the urethra sympathise with the cutting of a tooth * producing 
all the symptoms of a gonorrhoea, and this happened several times in 
the same patient. The urethra is known to be sometimes the seat of 
the gout, f 1 have known it the seat of the rheumatism. The nrethra 

• N«U Hiat. of Teeth, Vt'. II. p. 126. . t £ss8jra and Obs. Pbja. mad Liter. of Edio. 
Vol. III. p: 4i5. 
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in those who have bad venereal complaints is more apt to exhibit symp« 
toms similar to gonorrhoea, than in those who have never had any such 
complaint; and it is generally in cotisequence pf the part hayipg be^n 
hurt by that disease that. the simply gonqrrbqsa; comes on; which per- 
haps is also a reason why they are in some measure similar. In this 
complaint ^ discharge and'evini pain attacks 4(ie urethra* and ^traqge 
sensaWons are every now and then felt in theM parts, which is either fi 
return of the symptoms of the venereal disease without virus» may arisp 
as it were spontaneously, or may be a consequence of some olb^r 4^ 
ease. When it is in consequence df tome former venereal gonorriig^a it 
is seldom constant, and^tikay be called a temporary gleet, ceasing ^qv 9. 
time and then returning; but in such cases the parts seldom swell ; the 
gUns does not change to the ri}>e cherry colour, nor does it sweat % kiii4 
of matter. Such a comfiIaint,'as a discharge without virus, 19 k^^VD tp 
exist by its coming on when ith^e has been no late connection with 
women, and likewise by its cortiitig btf of its owp accord where thei^e 
had never been any fotmer veAereail complaint, nor any ebance of ii^- 
fection. From its commonly going' off tsdotijr both in those who havf had 
connection with women, and in those w4i0 have inot^ h be^OBies veiy 
difiicult in many cases to deterraifie whether it is veo@r9ai« for i( i^ 
often thought venereal when it r6ally is not so; and on the other hvtfl 
it may be supposed to be only a retui^n of the gleet, when it is truly ve- 
nereal ; but perhaps this is not so material a ciremistance a? mi^t 9t 
first be supposed. Thesi diseases may be considiered only as an incQQ- 
venience intailed on those who have had the venereal gonorrhoea ; np 
certain cure for them is known ; they are similar to the fluor dl^i^i ip 
wcHnen* 

T^e Editor has tpown a simple gonorrhoea to be brought on by the 
internal use of arsepic, and to continue fpr some time after that me- 
dicine had been left off, and then disappeiir; he haB also known it 
to be a consequence of the internal* use of jginger. 
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III. OF tftE COMMON FINAL INTENTION OF SUPPURATION 
NOT ANSWERING IN THE PRESENT DISEASE. . 

When a secreting surfkce. has once recejye^ the inflaminatoiy action, 
its secretions are increased, »nd visihly altered ; also when the in i(a- 
iion has produced inflammation and an ulcer in the solid pans, a sccre-- 
tion of matter takes, place^ the Uilention of which in both seems to be to 
wash away vhe iiritatin); matter; so that irritations are eudQavouiing to 
produce their own destruction, like a mote in/L^jB eyenhich by increas- 
ing the secretion of tears jj it$^l/.w^^he<^ ,away, . Rut in^inflamipatiQus 
arising from the specific or raorl)id pojsonS; this effect cannot be pro- 
duced; tot although the first irritating matter be washed away, yet the 
new matter formed has the sanjie qi^aljty .will; the original; and there* 
ibre upon the same principYei it.ivou|d "pfoduce a perpetual succession 
of irritatioiis, and of course SMf^tion^f^ven if there were no other cause 
for the cmitinuanoe tJbaii it^ff^n'iinaiter* But, the venereal inflamma- 
lion is not kept uph}r4ht pus whiG|,i is fprmed; but like many other 
^specific diseases, by the spefcifibquaiily^ofthe inflammation itself. This 
inflammation however it would appear can only last a limited lime; 
the symptoms peculiar to it vanishing, of themselves by the parts be« 
coming less and less. susceptible of irritation. This circumstance is not 
peculiar to this particular fonn of the venereal disease ; it is pef^iaps 
common to alnuist every diseast that can affect the huii^an body. From 
hence it will appear, that the consequent venereal matter has no power 
of continuing the original irritation, and indeed if this were not the 
case there, would be no end to the disease. 

As the giving principle in many diseases is not ca|}able of continuing 
Che samA^ction* it also loses this power in the present, when the disease 
is in the fbim of a gonon ho^s^ ^nd the effect, is at last stopped, the irri- 
tation ceasing gradually. This cessation will vary according to circum- 
stances ; for ]f the irritated parts are in a state very susceptible of such 
irritatioiiS, in all probability their actions will be more violent and 
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continue longer; but in all cases the difference must arise from the 
difitrence in the constitution, and not from any difference in the 
poison itseir. 

The circumstance of the disease ceasing spontaneously, only happens, 
when it attacks a secreting surface, and when a secretion of pus is pro- 
duced; for when it attacks a non secreting surface, and produces its 
effects there, that is an ulcer, the parts so affected are capable of con- 
tinuing the disease, or this mode of action, for ever, as will be taken 
notice of when we shall hereafter consider chancre. Bui this difference 
between spontaneous and non-spontaneous cure, seems to depend more 
on the difference in the two modes of action, than on the difference in 
the two surfaces ; for when the disease produces an ulcer on a secreting 
surface, which it often does from the constitution, as on the tonsils, it 
has no disposition to cure of itself; nor in the urethra, in a recent case, 
if ulcers are formed there, would they heal more readily than when 
formed any where else. 

The common practice proves these facts; we every day see gonor- 
rhtcas cured by the most ignorant; but in chancre, or the lues venerea j 
more skill is necessary : the reason is obvious ; gonorrhoea cures itsellj 
whilst the other forms of the disease require the assistance of art. 

It sometimes happens that the parts which become irritated first, get 
well, while another part of the same surface receives the irritation, 
which continues the disease, as happens when it shifts from the glans to 
the urethra. 

From this circumstance of all gonorrhoeas ceasing without medical 
help, I should doubt very much the possibility of a person getting a 
fresh gonon*hoea while he has that disease ; or of his increasing the 
same by the application of fresh matter of its own kind ; and this obser- 
vation holds in all the forms of the disease; for it has been proved that 
the application of the matter from a gonorrhoea to a buboe does not in 
the least retard the cure of that buboe ; nor does the nriatter of a chancre 
applied to a buboe, nor the matter of a buboe applied to a chancre, pro* 
duce any bad effect ; though if venereal matter is applied to a common 
sore it will olten produce the venere^ irritation. By all which I am 
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led to believe that the venereal matter formed in a gonorrhoea does not 
assist in keeping up that gonorrhoea ; for it is only an application of 
matter whose poison and eSects are exactly similar to the effects upon 
the solids already produced ; arid that nothing could increase or con- 
tinue the effect but something that is capable of increasing this disposi- 
tion of the parts themselves lor such inflammiation, or making them 
more susceptible of it. We find, besides, that a gonorrhoea may be 
cured while there is a chancre, and vice versa: now if fresh venereal 
matter was capable of keeping up the disease, no gonorrhoea could ever 
get well, while there is this supply of venereal matter.* From all this 
it is reasonable to suppose that such a surface of an animal body is not 
capable of being irritated by its own matter; nor is it capable of being 
irritated beyond *a certain time; and therefore if fresh venereal matter 
were continued to be applied to the urethra of a man who had a gonor- 
rhoea, that it would go off just as soon as if no such aplication had been 
made, and get as soon well as if great pains had been taken to wash its 
own matter away. I'he same reasoning holds good in chancres. 

I carry this idea still further, and assert that the parts become less 
susceptible of the venereal irritation ; and that not only a gonorrhoea 
could not be continued by the application of either its own or fresh 
matter; but that a man could not get a fresh gonorrhoea nor a chancre 
if he applied fresh venereal matter to the parts when the cure is nearly 
completed, and continued the application ever after, or at least at such 
intervals its were within the effect of habit. For I can conceive that 
in time the parts may become so habituated to this application as to be 

* When Irealiiig of posj io my lecturesj I obaenred that I was inclioed to believe Uiat no 
jDatler, of whatever kindj can produce any effect upon the part that formed it : uor do I 
believe that the matter of any sore, lei it be what it will, ever does or can do any hurt to that 
sore ; for the parti which formed the matter are of the same nature, and cafinot be irritated 
'by Uiat which they produced, except extraneovs matter is joined wilh it. The gland which 
fetms the poison of the viper, and the duct which con wys it to the tooth, are not irritated b|r 
ihe poison : and it would appear from Abb£ Fon tana's experiments, thai the viper cannot be 
afiected by its own poison. Vide Trail6 snr le Vcnin de la Vipere, par M. F. Fontana, Vol. I. 
pnge £8. If what I haTe now advanced is inie, wiping, or ivashiDg «w«y inatlcr wider tbe 
iiea of keeping tbe parts dean, k in every eeae ebsudt 
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insensible of it ; for hy a pretty constant application the parts Would 
never become unaccustothed to it; and therefore this supply of fresh 
matter could not aflect the parts so as to renew the disease^ till they first 
recovered their original and natural state, and then they would be ca-» 
pable of being affected again. 

This opinion is not derived from theory only, but id deduced from 
experience and observation; for we find that a man shall immediately 
after having a gonorrhoea have frequent connections with women of the 
town, and that for years, without catching the disease ; yet a fresh man 
shall contract it immediately from the very same women ; and if the 
first mentioned man was to be out of the habit of this irritation for some 
time, he then would be as ready to catch it as the other. Where this 
habit is not so strong as to prevent altogether the parts from being 
affected, yet it will do it in part ; and it is a strong proof of this, that 
most people have their first gonorrhoea the worst, and the succeeding 
ones generally become milder and milder till the danger of infection 
almost vanishes. - 

The following facts seem to explain this: A married man who had 
connection only with his wife for several years, afterwards slept with a 
woman with whom he had formerly cohabited, but not for some time ; 
she gave him a severe gonorrhoea, and declared that she knew nothing 
of it. He put himself and her under my care; and while they were 
going on with their cure they still continued to have connection with 
each other, which I readily allowed. He got well, and it was sup« 
posed she got well also ; the intercourse was continued between them 
for many months after, without any mischief received on his side, or 
any suspicion of remaining disease on hers. 

At last this connection was broken off, and she formed another attach* 
ment : she no sooner formed this new attachment then she gave her 
new lover a gonorrhoea; she now flew to me for a cuic, and declared 
that she had no connection but with these two gentlemen ; and there^ 
fore that the present disease must be the same for which I had attended 
her formerly. Her second lover was not a patient of mine ; but I gave 
her medicines which she very much neglected taking. Her lover coiv* 
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tinued his connection, as the first had done, for several months after he 
had got wcll^ without any further infection from her ; but unfortunately 
htr first lover returned about a twelvemonth after, and thinking him- 
self secure, as she lived in peace with the present, had connection with 
her again, and but once; the consecjuence however was, a gonorrhoea. 

Had the woman the gonorrhoea all this time? And what was the reason 
of these gentlemen not catching the disease, except after the acquaint- 
ance had been interrupted for some time ; was it the effect of habit by 
which the parts lost their susceptibility of that irritation? 

The case of a young woman from the Magdalen hospital is a striking 
proof of this, as far as circumstances can prove a fact. She was received* 
into that house, and continued the usual time, which is two years. The 
moment she came out she was picked up by one, who was in waiting 
lor her with a post chaise to carry her off" immediately; she gave him 
a gonorrhoea. 

This opinion of parts being so habituated to this irritation as hardly to 
be affected by it, is strengthened by observing, that in the gonorrhoei the 
violent symptoms shall often cease, and the disease shall still continue, 
spinning Itself out to an amazing length,Vith no olher symptoms than 
a discharge, yet that discharge shall be venereal; this I have (requcmly 
seen: and the following is an abstract of a singular case of this kind. 

A gentleman had connection with a woman of the town, and received 
a venereal gonorrhoea in the beginning of April 1760. He, at first, 
could hardly believe it to be venereal, as he had kept the woman in the 
country, where she had scarcely ever been out of his sight; but the 
violent pain in making water, great running, chordee, and swelled 
testicle, convinced hi'm that it was venereal. When the cure was going 
on 'tolerably well, and he had got the better of one swelled testicle, the 
other began to swell; however, all the symptoms gradually disap* 
peared, except the chordee, hardness of the epididymis, and a small gleet 
which was slimy. On the l^th of June he went into the countiy; 
while in the country the chordee went off*, and the hardness of the epi- 
didymis entirely disappeared, but still a slimy gleet remained, although, 
but trifling. 
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Scptemi er the fir^t, lie married a voung lady, and endeavouring t6 
•enter the vaaiua, he found j^revit difficulty, which brou.^ht on a retiira 
ol the choidcc, and an increased discharge. On the lOth, she began to 
eonipiain of heat, and pain, and of a difficnUy and frequency in male* 
iuo Welter, and when she made water there was forced out some matter; 
slie \ui\ also a dull lieavy pain, and a sense of weight at the bottom of 
her belly, and round her hips, with great soreness of the parts, when 
she <at ; these symptoms had been preceded by an itching about the 
orifice of the vagina. 

By taking a mercurial pill, and rubbing th^ parts with mercurial 
diiitment, in about eight da^v's the violence of the symptoms abated} 
ihey were now allowed to coh&bit, but whenever they came togetberi 
the paiii which she sufll^rcd Was excessive. The parts were washed 
with a solution of corrosive sublimate and sugar of lead, and anoiated 
with mercurial' Of titment, which applications being continued forsome 
time, the, sorenesis went off* He was treated medically v and afierwardt 
all was well. 

Here Was a venereal gdnorrhoea contracted about the beginning of 
April ; all (he'symptoms had 4i^appeared by the first of June, and there 
only remained some of the consequences, such as chordee, hardness of 
the e[>ididymis^ and a discharge of a liule slirpy mucus, which could 
only be observed in the morning. In a short time the chordee and hard^ 
nets in the epididymis bad entirely goneofiP, and merely the smaH dis« 
charge 'Of-mUcus, which appeared only ih the morning, remained; ^'ct 
three nbonthfir after he communicated the disease to his wife. 

' I^vas cohsuhed iaithq following i case ^by the surgeon, wlvo attended: 
July I3th, 1783, a person had connection with a woman of the town: 
tlii^30tl>', lotas' ^eveiileieh days after, a gohorrhcea canrie on, which was 
violent: He took mercurial pills and gentle pluses; in twelve days the 
v-ioU-nt sy mptoins abated, alid a)[)6ut the4th ofSepildmber the dischaigc 
was stopi ed. On: the 0th it biiganJ to appear again, but only lasttfd a 
icw days; and it would come and go in this way sometimes every two 
days; o(ten in six or seven days. On tne 28th of September he had 
connection with his wife, while he had a small discharge. The 9th of 

G 
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i\ iv'* CI he had connection again, and Ihree days after she complai^^ed 
Ua ) cat iu niaking^^aier, with a dischdrge and other symfUoni*' olgoiior* 
rlcea, which were violent. About the latter end of October her coin* 
plaints were almost removed ; some only of the symptoms appearing 
and disappearing till January 1784, when he had connection Hith her 
to try whether slie could give it him, viz. three months after the 
second connection, and in fouiteen days after this he had all the symp- 
toms of a gonorrhoea. April 29th he was not perfeclly well, having a: 
discharge with a pain in the perinseum, and she also bad a dischaige. 
If this last attack in January 1784, in him, was a gonorrhoea, then of 
course she must have had it ; and also of course he must have lost his in 
the intermediate time, between the 9th of October 178J, and January 
USA; for if he had had it also then, it could not have produced any 
effect upon him. 

It was impossible to say whether they had bow the infection or not, 
for any trials upon themselves would prove but little, except one of 
them only had it so as to infect the other; but if both had it,uo altera- 
lion could take place in either; as it could not be ascertained whether 
they had the disease or not ; and as there were suspicious symptoms in 
both, wlien joined Mjth all the circumstances, the auendiug surgeon 
and I thought it most prudent to treat them as if actually afiecied with 
a gonorrhoea. 

If it is true, as is asserted in the voyage round the world, that the 
venereal disease was carried to Otaheite, it shews that it can be long 
retained after all ideas of its existence have ceased ; and when it is ret 
tained for such a length of time, it is most probably in the form of 
gonorrhoea.* 

In like manner, a venereal buboe, if it could be kept a considerable 
time between ihe point of suppuration and resolution, would become 
indolent from habit, continue in that point of suspension, and remaijii 
perhaps abuost incurable ; such I think 1 have seen. 

* Vide pags 14. 
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IV. OF THE VENEREAL GONORRHOEA. 

In treating of the seat) extent, and symptoms of gonorrhoea, I shall 
begin with such particulars as are constant or most frequent, and tak^ 
them as much as possible in the order, m which they become less so; for 
there is considerable variety in different patients, 

V. OF THE SEAT OF THE DISEASE IN BOTH SEXES. 

t 

The seat of this disease in both sexes is commonly the parts of genera- 
tion. In men it is generally the urethra, though it sometimes take$ 
place on the inside of the prepuce and surface of the glans : in woqiet^ 
iL is the vagina, urethra, labia, clitoris, or nymphas. 

The disease has its seat in tl^ese parts from the manner in which it is 
caught; but if we were to consider the surface of contact siqiply iiji 
men, we should naturally suppose that the glans penis, inner surface of 
the prepuce near to the glans or the oriBce of the urethra would be the 
first, or indeed the only parts affected; yet most commonly they are 
not; for though there are cases in which these surfaces are affected, and 
where the disease goes no further, I believe it seldom attacks the ori-* 
fice of the urethra, without passing some way along that canal. How far 
it ever can be said to affect the prepuce only, I am not quiie certain, 
although I believe it sometimes happens ; for I have seen inQammation 
there, as wel^l with, as without a discharge from the urethra, which ap- 
peared to n\c to be venereal. I have seen in such cases the inQarama: 
lion extendiniv into the loose cellular membrane of the prepuce and 
producing a pbymosis; and this inflammation I suspect to be of thq 
erysipelatcms kind. 

When the disease attacks the glans^ and other externul parts, as the 
prepucQ, I believe ii« is piincipally in those patients, whose glans is com- 
monly covered with the prepuce, and it is principally about the root; 
of that bod^^an^i the beginning of the prepuce, the parts where the 
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cuticle Is thinnest, and of course where the poison gets most readily to 
the cutis ; but sometimes it extends over all tlie glans and alsp the 
whole external, sfifface of .tli£ pi£|>ux!d - il-'pixiduces the?"^ a soreness or 
tenderness, with a secretion of thin matter, commonly without either 
CTCtfriatioii or ulceralibn. lam not certain ho^'ever, that it does not 
Somclimcs excoiiate those parts, for I once sa\V a case where aimost 
ihe whole cutitle caine off the glans, and the patient asisurcd me that it 
was venereal, for he had been picked 6p by a woman in the streets a 
few nights before; he never had had any such complaint from connec- 
tion witli women before that tiipe* Perhaps the disease begins pftener 
on those parts than is commonly imagined, but the circumstance of 
tlitef*'belng little susceptible of this kind of irritation, from their having 
a 'fcdli^lii,niay be the reason why it does not produce aiasting effect", 
bnd-is often so alight as lidt to be observed. When the glans or prci- 
puce, or both, take on the venereal inflammatioh, it often rests there 
and goes no further, not being attended with a discharge of matter, nor 
with paiu in the urethra, as the following case shews. 

A yoiing gentleman from Ireland, slept with a woman at Bristol, ahd 
a forlm^ht after he had intercourse in London with the maid of the 
house, <i'hich last happened to be on a Monday, and on the Tuesdayi 
or the day follow inj;, he observed a running from the end of his penis 
wh6n covered with the prepuce; on the Saturday following he applied 
id me; on examination 1 found that the running came from the inside 
of the prepuce near to the glans, and the corona glandis^ as also that 
part of the prepuce behind it, appeared to be in a tender and excoriated 
state, and covered with matter. He told me* he had once had a gonor- 
rlicea before ; and upon being asked if it was in the same place, he said 
it was; not being cei^tarn how far this mi^ht be- venereal, I made' the 
ibllowing inquiry; whether he had been subject to such excoriations 
before he had visited women? And his answer was, that he never had ; 
and that he had not this complaint always after coition, but only 
twice, as has been above-raentioned, which being uncommon, made 
him suppose the effect to be veneieal. 

I suspect that when the prepuce swells in a gonorrhtea of Ihb urethra^ 



jJrodiiGing a'ptytnosis, <rhicli is often the <jasfe, it arises from the same 
disease having taken place on its inside, and "that not:being sufficient 
10' produce ulceration, it goes hd furlhei-; atid'thftt this inlkimmatioQ is 
of the< erysipelatous kiiid; aciicUttfStance vety necessiry to be known 

The urethra isthe part in which this form of the venereal disease is 
most frequent; and although the inflammation attending the disease 
ill' this part has many of the commorl Symptoms of inflammation, yejL it 
can hardly be called.sfadi, t\4i6ft inodeMte; Jit least it does not con- 
stantly produce all the eflects of common inflammation, though there 
IS a tendency towards it. The parls'seldorii hive all the characteristic 
•sjrrriptbms;' foi^'iihbr^ isno throbbinj^-senSition;' there ifbutlltllepairi, 
ej^cept ' from the irrkatiori oftheurind and. distention of the parts; the 
tnfiammatidn stidbm extendi deeper^ than* the surfatfe, and we have 
therefore ^ rarfel^' any lUmcfaclioA dr thicfcfeaing of the parts. It would 
rather ' appear an errot loci on the surface ol the urethra like a blood*-^ 
shot eye. 

The secrietion of pus with so little Inflammation, is perhaps owing to 
these parts being naturally in a state of secretion; thejefore the transf- 
tion from art healthy to a diseased sfecretion is more easily produced. 
It sometimes happens however, that the parts do inflame considerably, 
and the inflammation goes deep into the cellular or rather reticular 
membrane of the corpus spongiosum urethra, especially near the glans. 
Sometitnes it extends further along the cor/ms spongiosum urethra^ 
producing tumefaction, that is, an extravasation of coagulable lymphi 
which is the common cause of chordee. It may be observed in general, 
that ill most cases, when suppuration is produced, there is a decrease of 
inflammation. The inflammation in the reticular membrane of the 
surrounding parts would appear not to be always conliued to the ad- 
hesive stage, for in those parts we have sometimes suppurations, especi- 
ally in the periiirseum; trhich suppurations I suspect to be in the glans, 
as will be taken notice of hereafter. ' 

•' The gonorrhoea does not always attack urethras otherwise sound, nop 
66ci' it ailways attfibk urethras whose relative parts are always sound 
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Thus we ha%'e people conlractine this disease, while (hey are aflected 
with fttrictiires, swelled prostate gland, as also diseased lesiicles, or sacii 
testicles as %'ery readily run into disea.»e ; l>y winch liie disease liecomcs 
more complicated, and requites more atieiition in ihe inciliod ofcuic:. 
Sometimes the diseases are relieved by the gouoixhoea, ai other tiuies 
increased. 

« 

VL OF THE MOST COMMON SYMPTOMS, AND THE ORDER 

OF THEIR APPEARANCE. 

Although (be irritation must always begin first, yet it is not certam 
which of (he symptoms in consequence of that irritation wdl first ap- 
pear; for any one may appear singly without the others, though thi^ 
is rarely the case. The first symptom, i/fhen careCully attended to, is 
generally an itching at the orifice of the urethra; sometimes extend- 
ing over the whole glans, a little fulness of the lips of the urethra ; the 
ellccis of inflammation are next observable, and soon after a running 
appears ; the i(ching changes into pain, more paiticularly at the time of 
making water ; there is often no pain till some time after the appearance 
of the discharge, and other symptoms ; and in many gonorrhoeas there is 
hardly any pain at all, even when the discharge is very considerable; 
ai other limes the pain, or rather a great degree of soreness, comes on 
long bclore 9ny discharge appears, and exieods a little way down the 
cai)al. 1 have known these sensations to be felt half way down the 
urethra. 

Thtrc is generally at tliis time a grea(er fulness in the penis, and 
more cspccTally in the glansi although it is not near so full as when 
crec(ed, being raihcr in a slate of half erection. Besides this fulness, the 
glans has a kind of transparency, especially near the beginning ;0r the 
urethra, where the skin is distended, being smooih and red. resembling 
a ripe chtriy ; this is o'.ving to the reticular memhraue being loaded 
with a quantity of eMravasated serum, and the vessels being fiHc>^ with 
LUmkI. Near the beginning of tbe urethra there is in many cases an 
evident cxcoriatioU; which is marked by the ternnnationx)f tbecuticlp 
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all around ; the surface of the glans also is often in an half excoriated 
slate, which gives it a degree of tenderness, and there ouses out from it 
a kind of matter, as has been before observed : but this is more evident 
in those whose glans penis is commonly covered by the prepuce, for 
when denuded the cuticle becomes thicker, and is less readily irritated* 
The canal of the urethra becomes narrower than usual, which is known 
by the stream of the urine being smaller than common; this proceeds 
from the fulness of the penis in general, and from the internal mem* 
brane of the urethra being sl^ollen by the inflammation, and also from 
its being in a spasmodic state. 

Besides these changes, the fear the patie^R is in when he is making 
water assists in diminishing the stream of uriqe. The stream, as it flows 
from the urethra, is generally much scattered and broken the moment 
it leaves the passage, which is owing to the imernal canal liaving be^r 
come irregular, and is not peculiar to a venereal gpnorrhoea^ but com^ 
mon to every disease of the urethra tliat alters the exact and natural 
figure of the canal, even although the irregularity is- very far back^^as 
we find in many diseased prostate glands, ^ In some instances the first 
symptoms are unusual sensa^ons in the penis, especially while making 
water, which come on a few days after receiving the ipfeclton, attended 
with constitutional irritability, sensations in the testicles, neck of the 
bladder, and anus ; these continue for about ten days, when a discharge 
comes on^ and they disappear. 

There is frequently a bleeding from the urethra, whi^h I suppose 
arises from the distaision of the vesselsi more especially when there is 
a chordee, or a tendency to one. 

There are often small swellings observable along the lower surface of 
the penis in the course of the urethra* These I suspect arc the glands 
of the urethra so enlarged as to be plainly felt on the outside. They in- 
flame so much in some cases as to suppurate; and according to the 
laws of ulctrration, the matter is brought to the skin, forming one, two, 

* These symploms are most carefully observed bj those who are under apprehensions of^ 
having the disease^ and iberefoie are atieative to every little sensation about those parta^ 
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or more abscesses along ihe under suiTace- of the urethra, ancf some of 
these breaking lutcrnally lorm what are called internal nlcei^j. I have 
observed in several cases a luinor on tlie under side of the penis where 
Ihe urethra is, which wf)uld swell at limes very consideia!)ly, even to 
the size of a small flattened nut, inflame, and then a gush of matter 
flowing from ihe iirethra, it would almost immediately subside. The 
tlischafge has continued for some tiitie, gradually diminishing till it 
has inlirely gone off and the tumor has been almost wholly reduced; 
yet some months after it has swelled in the same maimer ngain, and 
terminated in the same way. How far these tumors, and the matter 
they discharge, are really venereal when they appear first, may be 
doubtful; and it is difiicult to determine this, from the patients in 
general having lecourse to medicine immediately; but in their subse- 
quent attacks they are certainly not venereal, lor they cure themselves. 
•' Ihave suspected these tumors to be the ducts, or lacunae of the glands 
of the urethra distended witli tlielr mucus from the mouth of the duct 
being closed/ in a manner similar to what happens to llie duct leading 
from the lachrymal sac *to the nose ; and in consequence of the disten*- 
fioVi of the ducts or lacunae, inflammation and suppuration come on, 
^nd ulceration takes place, which opens a way into the urethra; but 
this opening soon closes up and this occasions a return. Obwper's gl^mds 
have been suspected to inflatne, and hardness and swelling have been 
felt externally very much in their situation, which'commg to suppura-^ 
(ibn. hjve produced considerable abscesses hv the perinaeuni. 'Tliesc 
tumors break either internally or externall}% and sometimes in both 
ways, making a new passage for the utine, cdllcd fistula inperinceo. 

A st>rencss is often felt by the patient all along the underside of the 
penis, owing to the inflamed state of the urcthra^. This Sbrcness often 
extends as iar as the anus, and gives great paiii, principally in eixc- 
fions; yet it is different from a choidce, the penis rlmammg ii^raighb. 
' ^\ ith most gonorrhoeas there is a Irequency in the erections, arising 
from the uTitation at the time, which often approach to a priapism, 
cspetially wlien tlicre is the above-mentioned . so reives s, or when there 
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is a chordae. These ^eclions take place independant of the mind: 
tliey have been called involuntary; bui all erections are involuntary : 
no man can will an erection. 

Priapisms often threaten mortification in men ; and I have seen an 
instance of it in a dog. The erection never subsided, and the penis 
could not be covered by the prepuce, from the swelling of the bulb. 
The penis mortified and dropped off; and as a do^ has a bone in the 
penis, this was denuded, and an exfoliation took place. As opium is of 
great service in priapism, there is reasoa to suppose the complaint is of 
a spasmodic nature* 

« 

VII. OF THE discharge:. 

The natural slimy discharge from the glands of the urethra is first 
changed from a fine transparent ropy secretion lo a watery, whitish 
Huid ; and tlie natural exhaling iluid of .the urethra, which is intended 
for moistening that surface, and which appears to be of the same kind 
with that which lubricates cavities in general, becomes less transparent;, 
and both these secretions becoming, gradually thicker, assume more and 
more the qualities of common pus. In some cases of gonorrhoea, the 
glaiidSfthat produce the slime which is secreted in consequence of lasci- 
vious ideas, are certainly not affected ; for I have seen cases, when after 
the passages had been cleared of the venereal matter by making water^ 
the pure slime has flowed out of the end of the penis, on these ideas 
taking place. When this matter is moi^ in quantity than what lubri- 
cates the urethra, it is forced out at the orifice by the peristaltic action 
of that canal, and appears externally.* 

The matter of gonorrhoea often changes its colour and consistence, 
ift'hich is owing to the disposition of the parts which form it; sometimes- 
from awhile to a yellow, and often to a greenish colour. These changes 

* That the urethra has considerable powers of action, is evident in a vast number of in* 
Elaoces, and that action is principallj from behind forwards. We find that a bougie may be' 
worked out by the acliun of the urethra. This actio U| I believe^ is of\en inverted^ as in spa»- 
tnodic $truogunes. 

ix 
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dq>end oh the increase or decrease of the inflammation, and not on the 
poisonous quah'ty of the matter itself; for any irritation on these parts, 
equal to that produced in a gonorrhoea, will produce the same appear- 
ances; and the changes in the colour of the matter are chiefly observa- 
ble after it has been discharged upon a cloth, and become dry. The 
appearance upon the cloth is of various hues ; in the middle the matter 
is thicker or more in quantity, arid it is therefore generally of a deeper 
colour; the circumference is paler, because the watery or serous part of 
the matter has spread further, and at the outer edge of all it is darkest; 
this last appearance is owing to its being only water with a little 
slime, in which some of the matter which gives the tinge is suspended, 
which when dr)' gives a transparency to the part, that takes off* from the 
white colour of the linen. -It is very probable there is a small extrava- 
sation of red blood in all the cases where the matter deviates from the 
common colour, and to this the difierent tinges seem to be owing. As this 
matter arises from a speciKc inflammation, it has a greater tendency to 
putrefaction than common matter from a healthy sore, andhas often a 
^mell seemingly peculiar to itself. 

As it would appear that there is' hardly a sufiicient surface of the 
urethra inflamed to give the quantity of matter (hat is often produced, 
especially when we consider that the inflammation in common goes no 
further than two or three inches from the external orifice, it is natural 
to suppose that the discharge is produced from other parts, the office of 
Vrhidi is to form mucus for natural purposes, and which are there- 
fore more capable of producing a great quantity upon slight irritations, 
which hardly rise to inflammation. These parts I have observed, are 
the glands of the urethra. In many cases where the glands have not 
been after death so much swelled as to be felt externally; and where 
I have had an opportunity of examining the urethra of those, who have 
had this complaint upon them, I have always been able to discover, 
that the ducts or lacunae leading from them, were loaded with matter, ' 
and were nM)re visible than in their natural state ; I have observed too, 
that the formation of the matter is not confined to these glands intirely, 
for the inner surface of the urethra.is commonly in such a state as not 
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to be able to suffer the ur^ae to pass without giving, coiistderable pain^ 
and therefore most probably this internal membrane is also affected in 
such a manner as to secrete a matter. 

This discharge in qon)Rion cases would seem not to rise much further 
back in the urethra than where the pain is felt» ahhough it is commonly 
believed that it comes frooi the whole of the canal, and eveo from 
Cowper's and the prostate gUnds, ,not excepting what are called the 
vesiculae seminales. * But the truth of this I very much doubt. My . 
reasons for supposing that it conies only from the surface where the 
pain is, are the following. If the matter arose from the whole surface 
of the urethra, and from the glands near the bladder, we should cer« 
tainly have many other symptoms which we have not ; for instance* if 
all the parts of the urethra beyond the bulb^ or even in the bulb, were 
affected so as to secrete matter, that matter would be gradually squeezed 
into the bulb as the semen is, and from thence it would be thrown out 
by jerks; for we know that nothing can be in the bulbous part of the 
urethra, without stimulating it to action^ especially when in a state of 
irritation and inflammation; in such a state we find that even a drop 
of urine is not allowed to rest there; and also if an injection of warm 
water only is thrown into the urethra as far as the bulb, the musculi 
acceUratores are uneasy till they act, and throw it out. Hence it is 
natural to suppose that,, if the membranous and bulbous part of the 
urethra, with the vesiculae seminales, prostate and Cowper*s glands, 
assisted in forming the matter, whenever it collected in the bulb it 
would probably be immediately thrown forwards by the muscles 
above mentiQned, and we should be sensible of it every moment of the 
day. But such symptoms seldom occur; sometimes indeed a spasmodic 
contraction of these muscles takes place, which may probably arise 

* Those bags are certainly not reservoirs fbr the semen. The difference between their 
contents and the semen gave me the 6rst suspicion of this; and from several experimenu 
ofi tl)e hnman body, as also a comparative vfew of them in other animals, 1 have been abjie ^ 
to prove that they are n^t. Mr. Hunter's observations on this subject are published in fads 
work oa tbe Boianl' oecouiay. 



• ; .j. wore frequently felt immediately after 

^.,.v^a is violent, it ofien happens that some of the 

X. i;.i bui^t, and a discharge of blood emues, which is 

^.;\ Jit the close of making water; this however takes 

si uaKS» and generally gives temporary ease : sometimes 

, _ IN ia small quantity, and only gives the matter a tinge, as [ 

N V vi when treating of the colour of the discharge. The erections 
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uiilhra is usually sore when pressed, yet the bleeding diminishes the 

inflammation, and often gives ease. 



VIIL OF THE CHORDEE. 

The chordec appears to be inflammalory in $ome cases, and spasmodic in 
others ; we shall treat first of the inflanfimatory. 

V\'hen the inflammation is not confined merely to the surface of the 
urethra and its glands, but goes deeper, and aflects the reticular mem« 
branc, it produces in it au extravasation of coagulable lymph, as in the 
adhesive inflammation, which uniting the cells together, destroys the 
])owcr of distension of the corpus spongiosum urethra^ and makes it un- 
equal in this respect to the corpora cavernosa penis^ and therefore a cur* 
vature on that side takes place in the time of erection, ^vhich is called a 
chordce. Besides this effect of inflammation, when the chordee is violent 
the inner membrane is, I suppose, so much upon the stretch, as to be in 
some degree torn, which frequently causes a profuse bleeding from the 
urethra that often relieves, and even sometimes cures. As chordee 
arises from a greater degree of inflammalion than common ; it is au 
effect which may, and often does, remain after all infection is gone, 
being merely a consequence of the adhesive inflammation. 

I'he spasmodic chordee arises from spasm, at least it cannot proceed 
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Troin the same cause/with the oihei\if my idea of that complauil be \veTb 
founded. The spasmodic chordee comes and goes, hut at no slated ti i»es ; 
at one time there will be an erection entirely free from it, at another it 
uill be severely felt, and this will often happen at short intervals. 



IX. OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE INFLAMxMATlON 

ATTACKS THE URETHRA. 

Ik what manner the disease extends itself to the urethra, is a question, 
not'yel absolutely determined; I suspect that it is communicated, or 
creeps along fronrthe glans to the urethra, or at least from the begin- 
ning or lips of the urethra to its inner surface; because it is impossible 
to conceivCi that any of the venereal matter from the woman can get^ 
into ihe canal in the time of coition, although this is commonly believed 
and asserted ; it is impossible at least that it can get so far as the com* .. 
mon seat of the disease, or into those parts of the urethra where it very 
often exists, that is, through the whole length of the canal. The follow- * 
ing case amounts almost to a proof of this opinion. 

A gentleman, on whose veracity I have an entire confidence, when in 
Germany, where he had not lain with a woman for many weeks, was in , 
a necessary-house and sat there some time; upon arising he found 
something, that seemed to give the glans penis a sharp pull, and he 
found a small bit of the plaister of the necessary- house sticking to it. 
He paid no further attention to it at that time than merely to remove ] 
what stuck to his penis; but five or six days after, he observed the 
symptoms of a clap, which proved a pretty severe one. The only way , 
of accounting for this is, that some pei^son who had a clap had been 
there before him, and had left some venereal matter upon this place, 
and that the penis had remained in contact with it a sufficient time 
for the matter to dry. [ 

When the disease attacks the urethra it seldom extends further than 
an inch and an half, or two inches at most, within the orifice, which . 
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xx^^vN ^ b* truly sf €cific» aid whkt I have called the specific 

,K. N v*nc vV jl jvawrthoca is coannonly an inflammation, it is ac- 

sAvv \A ^^x MM and the formalioii of matter; in such a state 

\ >>^ >««JAio«e of the patient, nor the actions of the parts them- 

\ X V x^^^^-^H^^ *^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^® disease. In consequence of tlic 
Wv^^t*^ P*^^* sympathising, a variety of symptoms are produced, 

^^\ ^M ^hich do not exceed what might arise from an irritable state; 
i«H>*^iK2^ partaking of soreness and pain, and a kind of weariness, 
M tx-civ where fell about the pelvis: the scrotum, testicles, perina&um, 
amis awd hips, become disagreeably sensible to the patient ; and the 
tcsiiclcs often require being suspended; and so irritable are they indeed . 
in such cases, that the least accident or even exercise which would 
ha\*e no such effect at another time, will make them swell. The glands 
of the groin are often affected sympathetically, and will even swell a 
little but do not come to suppuration : when they inflame from the 
absorption of matter they in general suppurate. I have seen cases where 
the irritation has extended so far as to affect with real pain the (highs, 
the buttocks, and the abdominal muscles, so that the patient has been 
obliged to lie quiet in an horizontal position; the pain has at timeii 
been so considerable as to make him cry but, and the parts have been 
vcrv sore to the touch; they have even swelled, but the swelling has 
not been of the inflammatory kind ; for though there was a visible ful- 
ness, yet the parts were rather soft. I knew many gentlemen who never 
had a gonorrhoea, but that were immediately seized universally with 
rherouatic pains, and this had happened several times. The blood at 
such times is generally free from the inflammatory appearance, and. 
therefore we may suppose that the constitution it but little affected. 

When the gonorrhoea (exclusive of the affections arising from sym- 

^ It is ta be liere remarked^ thai spebific diseases, among which I shall reckon sodi as 
«rise from morbid poisons^ have their specific distance or extent as one of their properties.; 
but this can only take place where the constitution is not susceptible or erysipelas, or any 
other uncommon mode of action ; for where there b an erysipelatous disposition, no bounds 
fere sec to the infll^mmatiort. 
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pathy) is not more violent than I have described, it may be called corn- 
won or simple venereal gonorrhoea ; but if the patient is very suscepti- 
ble of such irritation, or of any other mode of action which may ac- 
company the venereal, then the symptoms are in proportion more vio- 
lent. In such circumstances we sometimes find the irritation and inflam- 
mation exceed the specific distance, and extend through the whole of 

(he urethra. There is often also a considerable |legree of pain in the 

• 

perinaeum, and a frequent, though not a constarit, symptorti is a spas* 
tnodic contraction of the acceleratores urinal, which is always attended 
with contractions of the erectores muscles. Whether these spasms arise 
from a secretion of matter, which being collected in the bulbous part 
of the urethra produces uneasinesS) and excites contractions in order to 
its Own expulsion, like the last drops of urine, I have not been able to 
determine. 1 have seen such spasms in the time of making water, from 
the urine irritating the parts in its passage through the urethra, arid 
throwing the musculi acceleratores into contractionsi so that the water 
came by jerks. '^This kind of inflammation sometimes is considerable, 
goes deep into the cellular membrane, and produces tumefaction, with- 
out any other effect. There is often a pain in the urethra after riiaking 
water in. the same part in which it is usually felt while the water passes : 
this I believe to be the effect of the contraction of the interna) mem- 
branes, which last9 for some time after the action hatf ceased. In other 
cases it goes on to suppuration, often becoming one of the causes of 
fistulae in perinaeo. I have sometimes, as I have already observed, sus- 
pected Gowper*s glands to be the seat of such suppuratibns ; for I have 
observed externally, circumscribed swellings ih the situation of those 
glands. The small glands likewise of the bulbous part of the urethi'a 
maybe affected in a similar manner; and the irritation is often ex- 
tended even to the bladder itself. This happens more commonly 
towards the going off of the gonorrhoea. 

When the bladder is affected, it becomes more susceptible of every 
kind of in italion, so that very disagreeable symptoms are often pro* 
duced ; it will not allow of the usual distension, and therefore the patient 
cannot retain his water the ordinary time, and the moment the desire 
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of marking water take& place, he is obliged instanlly to make it, with vio 
lent pain in the bladder, and still more in the glahs penis, exactly sinn- 
lar to what happens in a fit of the stone. If the bladder be not allowed ta 
discharge its contents immediately, the pain becomes almost intolcr« 
able; and even when the water is evacuated, there remains for some 
time a considerable pain, both in the bladder and glands ; because the 
•very action of the muscular coat of the bladder becomes a cause of pain 
by its own contraction, 

The ureiersi and even the kidnies, sometimes sympathise, when the 
bladder is either very much inflamed, or under a considerable degree 
of irritation; however, this but rarely happens; and if it should take 
place with any degree of violence, I should suppose that the stomach 
ivould also become a(Fecied» and of course the whole constitution. I 
have even reason to suspect that the irritation may be communicated 
to the peritonaeum by means ofthevas deferens; the follo^vtng case 
appears to have been an instance of this. A gentleman had a gonor-* 
rhcea which was treated in the antiphlogistic way; the discharge in 
some degree stopped, a tension came upon the lower part of the belly * 
on the right side just above Poupart*s ligament, but rather nearer to 
the ilium ; there was hardness and soreness to the touch, this soreness 
spread over the whole belly, |)roduclng rigors every third day, with a 
low pulse, which to me indicated a peritonaeal inflammation, arising, in 
my opinion, from the vas deferens of that side being affected in its. 
coulee through the belly and pelvis. 

When the inflammation, or perhaps only the irritation, runs along 
the whole surface of the urethra, attacks the bladder, ami even- extends. 
to the ureters and the kidnies so as to cause a disagreeable sensation ia 
all these parts, the disease is generally very violent, and I suspect is 
something of the evisypelatous kind ; at least it shows an irritable sym* 
pathising habit. 

This disease sometimes produces very uncommon symptoms: A 
gentleman had a gonorrhoea, and when the inflammatory symptom? 
were abating, the urethra lost both tlie involuntary and voluntary 
powers of retaining the urine ; his water came away involuntarily, nor 
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could he stop it: I advised him to do notbingi and to ^^it for some 
time, as probably the method of cure might be more disagreeable than 
the disease itself, although it was very troublesome to him wben in 
company. The complaint gradually lessened, and in time went eunrely 
off. If I had recommended any medicine it would have been the tiiic* 
ture of canthaiides. 



: X. OF THE SWELLED TESTICLE. 

Avery common symptom attending, gonorrhoea is a swelling of the 
testicle^ This, I believe, like the affection of the bladder, and many of 
the symptojus mentioned before, is only sympathetical, and not to be 
reckoned vepereal, because the same symptoms follow every kind of 
irritation ori the urethra, whether produced by strictures, injections, or 
bougies. It may be observed here, that those symptoms are not similar 
to the actions arising from (he application of the true venereal matter, 
whether by absorption, or otherwise; for they seldom or ever sup^ 
purate, and when suppuration happens, the matter produced is not 
venereal. 

The testicles seem as it were in many cases rather to be acting for the 
urethra, than for themselves; thus the swelling and inflammation ap« 
pears * suddenly, and ^3 suddenly disappears, or in a few minutes goes 
from one testicle to the other ; the affection depending upon the state 
of the urethra, and not at all upon the part itself. A part, however, of 
the testicle, the epididymis, assumes all the characters of inflammation, 
remaining swelled even for a considerable time after the inflammation 
has been subdued. . * 

The first appearance of swelling in the testicle is generally a soft 
pulpy fulness of the body of the testicle, )vhich is tender to the touch ; 
this increases to a hard swelling, accompanied with considerable pain. 
The hardest part is generally the epididymis, and principally that por- 
lion of it which is at the lower end of the testicle, as may be distinctly 
felt; the hardness and swelling however often run the whole length of 
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>^ ^ v\ \v H*v ^>*^ ♦ ^^wb at the upper part, The spermatH: chprd is 
,.J^ s }.^ , K <^ ♦i^^sv^ *w*l twore especially the vas defei-eiis, which is 

% . \\ > V. ' ^ >s vt^v 111 Uio couch. The veins of the testicle sometimes 
^ ^H . > \^v vs>^\ I U4V« ^eeo such a state of veips accompany a swell- 
\'^ sv^i^^W iu two instances. A pain in the small of the back 
A VusA^^^^ iiUUmmalions of the testicle of all kinds, with a sense 
/^ y . A ,v^ s^l lUe loins and pelvis. The bowels generally sympathise 
y^ s'"" sv^N^^^ vAMUplaints of the testicle, in some by cholicky pains, ia 
^.i^tivv^ I^Y i\\\ uneommon sensation both in the stomach and intestines: 
%\Niuv^^ is a common symptom, and even vomiting; the powers of 
^I^^^IHiu by these means are impaired, and a dispositfon for the accumu- 
\^\\\\\\ ul* air tdkes place which is often very troubtesome. Here we have 
fiom (he testicles a chain of sympathies, as we had in consequence of 
ibo 11 riiation running along tlie wh(^ urinary passages ; first the testi- 
cle h affected from the urethra, then the spermatic chord, the toins, ia« 
testines^ stomach, and from thence in some measure the whole body; 

hi a case of swelled testicle I have known ifae buttocks swell, but 
tke swcHinff was not of the inflammatory kind, and in making water 
pain was felt tl^re. Whether this symptom arose from the sw^tng af 
(he testicle, or from the same common cause, that is the gonorrhcea, 
is not easily determmedi although the latter sup^ition » the most 

probable* 

It has been asserted, but without proof, that in cases- <if swelled testir 
cles ho cousequeuce of a gonorrhoea, it is not the testicle that swdlt^bm 
the epidid}*mis. The truth is, it is botli the one and the other. Any 
man that is accustomed to distinguish bcli\'een a swelHng of the whole 
teaiiclc, and that of the eptdid}*mis only, \nH immediately be semtbl^, 
that in the Actum Aiimora/is the whole testicle is swelled ; the testicle 
assumes the same shape, that it does from other causes, where we know, 
from beii^ obliged to rennove it, that the wliole has sw*elled. The paiu 
is in o'ery part of the testicle, 1 ha\*e seen such swellings suppurate on 
the lore pvt^ard have known several instances ol adhesiom between the 
tmuca att>ugiiiea and vi^inalis frotn such causes ; thb has only been dts* 
coveitd after death, or in tlie opcratiou for a partial hydrocele ; such 



OF GONORRHOEA. S9 

changes cbxild hat havo taken place if the body of the testicle had not 
been in a stale of inflammation. This inflammation of the testicle tho^t 
probably arises from its sympathising tvitli tfctc urethra, and in tuAny 
ca&ef it would 8f)()ear to arise from what is understood by a translation 
of ibd irritatiaii from the urethra to the testicle: Ihus a swelling of ihti 
testicle coming on shall remove the pain in fnaking water, itd suspend 
the discharge} wlrkh shall not return till the swelling af the testicid 
begin to subside ; or tlie irritalioh in (be urethra first ceaiing shall 
produce a swelling of the testfcle, tthich srhall continue till the paitf 
and discharge return; thus rendering it doubtful, which is cause atid 
which IS effect. I hafve nevertheless known cases where the tesfticle hM 
sweHcd,atidyet the discharge bafs bccohie more violent ; nay, I hsJvesMeti 
instances where a swelling has come on after the discharge had ceased^ 
yec the di^diarg^ has returned with violence, and remained as long ^ 
iVie swelling of tlie testicle. Sometimes the epididymis only is affectetf^ 
sometimes the vas deferens, and at other times only the spermatic ehord; 
producing varicose veins; no reason can be assigned why out of these 
parts is affected more than another^ and indeed the imnltcdiate cause ivi 
all is yet unknown. For although arn action in the Arsthra Is the re- 
mote cause, yet it is still impossible to sa(y whether It be the cessation 
of that action that is the cause of the Sweliing in the testicle, or the 
swelling in the testicle the cause of the cessation. It is described asl 
arising from an irritation taking place in the hftouths of the vasa defe>> 
renlia: were this the cause, it ought in general to affect both testicles at 
the same time ; but I have seen this complaint happen as often where 
the inflammation went no further back in the urethra than about an 
inch and a lialf, or two inches, as where it has extended further ; and 
the swelling shifting suddetdy from one testicle tQ chtf other, shews it 
to arise from some other principle in the animal odconomy* 

A strangury often attends s«Kh cases of sympathy, and more fre^ 
qoently when the running sto^^ tban when that discharge is continned 
along with the swelling of thb testicle ; indeed any sudden stopping of 
the discharge gives a tendency L& a strangury. When the testicl^ is 
swelled blood conies away with the semen; this ctiay either be thrawh 
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out in the act of secretion, or come from the blood vesseb of the urethra 
in the cxt of emission. 

As singular a circumstance as any respecting the swelling of the tes« 
tide is, that it does not always come on when the inflammation in the 
urethra is at the height : I think it oftener happens when the irritation^ 
in the urethra is going off, and sometimes even after it has entirely 
ceased, and when the patient conceives himself to be quite well. 

I may be allowed to remark, that swellings in tlie testicle in conse« 
quence of venereal irritation in the urethra, subject it to a suspicion- 
that every swelling of this part is venereal: but from what I have said; 
of its nature when it arises from a venereal cause, which was, that it is^ 
owing to sympathy only, and from what I shall now say, that it is 
never affected with the venereal disease either local or constitutional, 
as far as my observation goes, we must infer that such suspicions are- 
alwsys ill* founded; this perhaps is an inference to which few will 
subscribe. 

I have known the gout produce a swelling in the testicle of the in-- 
flammatory kind, and therefore similar to the sympathetic swelling from 
a venereal cause, having many of its characters^ Injuries done to the.tes*. 
tides produce swellings, but they are different from those above- menti- 
oned, being more permanent, having the disease or cause in the part 
itself. Cancer and scrofula produce swellings of the testicles, but these 
are generally slow in their progress, and not at all similar to those 
arising from an irritation in the urethra. 

XI. OF THE SWELLINGS OF THE GLANDS FROM SYMPATHY. 

Singe our knowledge of the manner in which substances get into the 
circulation, and our having learned that many substances, especially 
poisons, in their course to the circulation, irriUle the absorbent glands 
to inflammation and tumefaction, we might naturally suppose such 
swellings, accompanying complaints in tlie urctlna aticndcd with a 
discharge, to be owing to the absorption of that inatiei, and therefore 
if it be a venereal discharge, that they must uUo be venereuK But we 
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must not be too hasty in drawing this conclusion; for Mre know that 
the glands will someiimes swell from an irritation at the origin of the 
lymphatics^ where no absorption could possibly have taken place. They 
often swell and become painfulupon the commencement of inflamma* 
tiou, before. any suppuration has taken place, and subside upon the 
coming on of suppuration ; because when the suppuration begins, the 
iiiflammalioh abates. I have known a prick in the finger with a clean 
sewing needle, produce a red streak all up the fore-arm, pain along the- 
inside of the biceps muscle, a swelling of the lymphatic gland above 
the inner condyle of the humerus, and also of the glands of the arm-pit^ 
immediately followed by sickness and a rigor, all of which however 
soon went off. As it would therefore appear^ that the absorbent system^ 
is capable of being affected as well by irritation^ as by the absorption of 
matter, in all diseases of this system arising from local^ injuries attended: 
with the matter, one must always have these two causes in view, and 
endeavour, if possible, to distinguish from which the present affection 
proceeds. For in those arising from an irritated surface in consequence 
of poison, especially the venereal, it is of considerable consequence to be 
able to say from which of the two it arises;, since it sometimes happens^, 
although but seldom, that t4ie glands of the groin are affected in a com- 
mon gonorrhea with the appearance of beginning buboes, but which L 
suspect to be similar to the swelling of the testicle, that is,, merely, 
sympathetic; the pain they give is very trifling, when compared with 
that of true, venereal swellings arising from the absorption of matter; 
and tliey seldom suppurate ;. however, there are swellings of these 
glands from actual absorption of nlatter in gonorrhcsa, and which con- 
secjucntly are truly venereal; and as it ispossible to have such» they-: 
are always to be suspected. As they have sometimes arisen upon a ces- 
sation of tlie«irritation in the urethra, similar to the swelling of the tes* 
tide, it has been supposed that the matter was driven as it were into 
them by uuskiiiul treatment. From our knowledge of the absorbing 
system, we know that the matter can go that way ; but we also know 
thai we have no method of driving it that away; and if we had, there 
is no reason why more should not be formed in the urethra; this there* 
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. .\w4 u^l accouiA for ihe cessalioh of sccfctioo of matter in that 

ii i\ JUEcult to say» what is the nature of those sympathetic diseases. 
ihvY (ii'O not venereal, for they subside by the common treatment or in- 
lUmmation without the use of merenry ; and I have known an instance 
of a an^elied testicle from a venereal gonorrlioea, that suppurated, and 
was treated, by my advice, as a common suppuration, and healed with- 
out a grain of mereury being given. Neither can they be called truly 
inflansmatory, having rarely any of the. true, characters of inflammation, 
such as thickening of the parts, symptomatic fever, or sizy blood, ex- 
cept ill swellings of the testicle and glands. The swelling of the testi- 
cle has several peculiarities attending it; it is often very quick in its 
increase, and not being of the true inflammatofy dbpositimi, it requires 
less time for the removal of the inflammation ; but even where it ap- 
pears, to have more of the true inflammatory action, we find that the 
removal of the hiflammation and tumefaction take place more rapidly 
than when proceeding from other causes. A swelled testicle, in oonse- 
qiaence cf tiic radical cure in ihc hydrocele* does not sobside after in- 
flammation is gone, in as many weeks^ as the swelled testicle in conse- 
qoeoce of its sympathy with otker parts, does in days ; and probably 
the reason of this is^ihat it arises from sympathy; for ao inflammatioit 
arbiofi frara real disease in a part, or from an external injury, as in the 
hydvocehi;. mwst always last either till the disease be removed, or llie 
injury repaired : hot chat from sympathy will vary as the cause varies, 
whieh may happen very quickly ; for we find a testicle swell in a few 
mimecs, and in as little time subside; and also the swelling move 
mddenly from one testicle to the other. These sympathies are oAcn 
pecnKar to particular constitutions, and even to temporary constitutions^ 
in so much as to be in- some degree epid^ic ; for there is often such aa 
influence in the atmosphere as predisposes the body to this kind of irri* 
talion ; and bodies se predisposed require only the immediate cause to 
produce the eflect* 
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XII. OF THE DISEASES OF THE LYMPHATICS IN A 

GONORRHOEA. 

Another symptom which sometimes takes place in gonorrhoea, is a 
hard chord leading from the prepuce, along the back of the penis, and 
often directing its course to one of the groins, and affecting the gtands ; 
there is most commdnly a swelling in the prepuce at the part where thtf 
clioril takes its rise. This happens sometimes when there is an ex^coria- 
(ten, and discharge from the prepuce or glans, which may be called of 
venereal gonorrhoea of these parts. Both the swelling m the groin; slti^^ 
the hard chord, we have reason to suppose arise from the absorption ot 
jms^and therefore are the first steps towards a lues venerea; but as tlial 
form of the disease seldom happens from a gonorrhcea, i shall not 
take any farther notice of it in 'this place ; however, I may jreniark, 
that §pmn this observation of the lues venerea being seldom produced 
from a gonorrheea, it would appear that a whole surface, or one only in*' 
famed, does not readily admit of the absorption of the venereal poison;. 
srkI therefore, although Hfae venereal matter lies for many weeks in the 
patsi^, and over the whole glans, it seldom happens that any absorption 
takes place. As a further proof that these chords often arise from an in^ 
HamoMtery excoriation and tumefaction of the prepuce : A gentleman 
hftd ft ehaacre. on the right side, at the root of the prepuce, close to the 
pciHs, bissides which there was an excoriation of the prepuce everywhere, 
with a thickening of that part. Although the chancre was on the right 
side, and the excoriation principally on the left, yet there was a hard 
cherd along the left 'side of the penis leading to an enlarged gland in' 
the groin, i have seen a case where blood has been discharged from the 
urethra, and the above symptor^ have come on, and I at nrst suspected ' 
that the abs«)rption had taken place where the vessel gave way ; but as^ 
this symptom rarely happens, even where' there has been a consider- 
able discharge of blood, I am inclined to think that wounds are alsi9^ 
bad absorbing surfaces, especially^ when I consider that few morbid 
pot9o» are absorbed from wounds^ 
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XIII. SHORT RECAPITULATTON OF THE VAEIETIES IN THE 

SYMPTOMS. 

» 

Fkam wlm has been xdvaaced above, it most apj«ear that the variety 
<4 ii\Tm^>icnxis, iu ^■coiorri'Mea^ asd their dlfienciKC io fifineot cases^ are 
^mcMi cn<IJcsK 1 ^tuM now recapitiihac a iew of ihe most nuterial or 
«vi«nn>0!n v^^viciicii. The discharge ofisD appears wiihoot any pain, and 
it^ «xv')Vi^'^ <X3 of the juun IS not ai aiiy staled time Aher ihe appearance 
^'th< 'ciijicV.-srpc, Hacre » a5:cn no pain ai ill, Jaihos^Ji ibc discbaige 
be iXWi^Uicf 4^«c 13* «^.U£)U^> . aiKi C'i a lua i;ppca r a:jc e : ii<c puin often 

Au iU.hii\j^ i« SV.HWC C4»ci is x^* iar a oonswijrarJie i 
lim»i>i U M»vvvMi\l by |\t;n; ii>o«it,h aa aafcrni castt i ^rm'TVff lo the 
f^H»| \\{\\w ilinM:sci vM^xe vx^tcir hirtd, Jbt j^is » ci-i£L t—wMrwuit. 
«iul v^Mui^U \>aI^I^ ^\x« >o(<ki\ 0.>e xisdiiirijc » rru-jg *'ir aaac at alL la 
tjCUvV^I 0\v^ iut^Aum^M^"*^ «i« ^^>f !;i:xv>*ra *uits aut ciecafi iaevvad an 
i«i. h \U h\*^ iUMU Ow \Mxt\\>e i *ri.¥iCiiaK* -t rjn» jil- aaoi^ dift snobra to 
iU h\M\\ ^ A\\\\ ^\y\\ \\\ Os'' iv^*»is. iiTii it same cases ^cxsuk imo the 
i..a.>,uuvv" \\\ \\\<^ \\\\\\\\Ktis ^^wWiCT^ i •o-V»-jae. T^ ^uoias of the 

ac i:a;;^u <.x^" hW ^nvjiVV v^v Vxn^ssxWs'K j-i,j>».4uc. .-aiSa^ w-'La the a|>> 

.nttkiawn ruiwj. 
.. :ia.v .vau Ju .;M'i;vv (;»,»* '^ v.sWs vH». "k< --i, -;!*»» »1 )ii^»t «eLX 
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matter to the glans can produce a discharge from the urethra, it is pos- 
sible that any acrid matter, though not venerea], may have a similar 
effect. The discharge from the vagina, in cases of what is csMed Jluor 
albus^ is sometimes extrettnely irrit^tiiitg^' in sa much as to excoriate the ' ' 
labiae and thighs ; and the following history shews that it may some- 
times produce effects similar to venereal matter. 

Mr. and Mrs..;-^-^'-T-rJli2lv0 heto .married' thieve twenty; years and up- 
wards ; she has for many years past been at times troubled with the 
J^^orrfi^kn$ 4 i^htn-ht has <;Qnn()«ti«ii l^i^b >het at 9Wih times, ^ii -gfoet- 
allyi^altboug^ not always, produces an extx>riatioii of the glatis-aod 
prepuce,, and i^;cau(sider^bJle discharge ^m the urethriai aC^eQded. wiU% 
3; f^Ugjil^p^Vio )Tjb9Mi syii|p(oin« ccMwoK^nJy take a consideratje tioie to 
go. ?9^t i wheth^ ^r^ted^s^a g^norrbifeaior as^a \^6ai1;ae89* Is ^his:a.new> 
poison f'Af)^ ; <^oe$Jt/gp.Bo £unher bevause. tb/e.cooiieGtiou takes |lla«« 
only between twp? Wjial would be the consequeiiice, if she w^re ta 
have (:Qnnection with ^ther men,. and these with other women? or if' 
hefTf/^rp tp tie, cQnQect):4 with- .^Oj^ther wocikah? S^b cases, as far as \ 
|ia,ve 9(i^i. h^ve only been in fonn of a gdoorrhooa ; they have not px9r, 
duced 5ore$ .in tb^' parts ; UQt, as far as. I knoW» do they ever produce 
cftWti^utioqdl 
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CHAPTER II. 



OF THE GONORRHOEA IN WOMEN. 

±u% venereal disease in the form of gonorhoea in women, is not so 
complicated as in men; the parts affected are more simple, anil fewer 
in number. But it is not so easily known in them as it is in men, bec^ute 
the parts commonly affected in women are very subject* to a disease re« 
sembling the gonorrhoea, cTiWtdJluor albas; and the distinguishing 
marks, if there are any, have not yet been c6mpletely ascertained. A 
discharge simply from these parts in women, is less a proof of the ex- 
'istence of the venereal infection than even a discharge without pain in 
men ; thereforCi in general, little or no attention is paid to it by the pa* 
tient herself, and we often find the venereal virus formed iii those parts 
without any increase of the natural discharge. The kind of matter 
gives us no assistance in distinguishing thejtwo diseases ; for it often 
happens that the discharge in the Jlaor albus puts on all the appear- 
ances of the venereal matter; and an increase of the discharge is no 
better mark, by which we can distinguish the one from the other. Pain, 
or any peculiarity in the sensations of the parts, is not a necessary atten- 
dant upon this complaint in women, therefore not to be looked for as a 
distinguishing symptom. 

The appearances of the parts often give us but little information, for 
I have frequently examined the parts of those who confessed all the 
symptoms; such as increase of discharge, pain in making water, sore* 
ness in walking, or when they were touched, yet I could see no difierence 
between these and sound paits. I know of no other way of judging in 
cases where there are no symptoms sensible to the person herself, or 
where the patient has a mind to deny having any uncommon symptoms, 
but from the circumstances preceding the discharge; such as her 
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baving been connected i?sith men supposed to be unsound, or her being 
ab]e to give it to others; which last circumstance being derived fronK 
the testimony of another person, is not always to be trusted to, for very 
obvious reasons. Thus a woman may have this species of the venereal 
disease without knowing it herself, or without the sui'geon being able 
^o discover it^ even on inspection. It may appear very strange, that a 
disease which is so violent and well marked in men, should be so ob^ 
scure in w^omeu: but when we consider that this poison generally 
produces symptoms according to tlie nature of the parts aSectecl 
by it, it becomes an easy matter to account in some measure for thia 

difference. 

When we attend to the manner, in which this disease, is. contracted 
by women, it is evident that it must principally attack the vagina, ^ 
)>art that is not endowed with much sensalion^or action of any kind* 
While it is confined to the vagina, it may be compared to the same 
dit^ease on the glans penis in men. In many cases^ however it extends 
much further, aiul becomes the cause of disagreeable feelings, producing 
a considerable soreness in all the parts formed for sensation, such as the 
inside of tlie labia, nymphae, clitoris, caruncula& myrtiformes^ the ori^ 
fice of the meatus urinariusy and often, affecting the urethra in its whole 
length* Those p^rts are so* sore in some cases, as not to^ bear being; 
touched ; the person can hardly walk ; the urine gives pain in its pas^ 
sage through, the urethra, and when, it washes the above-mentioned 
parts, which can hardly be avoided : such symptoms are not much en* 
creased at one time more than another, excepting at the time of making: 
water^and then principally in thpse who have the urethra- affected; 
ibr as these parta^ are less exposed to circumstances of change, the in«* 
creased irril,ation arising; from such change of parts must necessarily in^ 
this sex be lt;ss^; but in men tlie urethra, which is the part most com* 
jcnonly affected,.has great: sensibility, is capable of violent inflammation,, 
is often distended with a stimulating fluid, and the body of the penis, 
urethra, and glans,. stretching the passage with erections^ always pror 
duce an increase of the symptoms, especially of the pain. 

But as this disease fiequently attacks parts more sensible than the 



vagina, and which arc more susceptible of inflammat Ion; ai Has been 
«>bscrved, under sirdh circumstances wom^n ^havc neirly *the same 
i)'mptonis as men ; a fuhiess about tlie parts, almost like an inflamed 
(onstl, a discharge from the urethra, violent pain in mak'ing watef, and 
great uneasrness in sitting , from pressure on those parts. ^ 
• The bladder sometimes sympathises, producing the same symptoms 
M in men, and it is probable that the irritation may be commiml'cated 
^ven to the kidnies. It has been asserted that the ovaria are somettrnes 
Affciittd in u similar manner to the testicles in men ; I have never seen 
a case of this kiml, and I should very much doubt its existence; for 
we have ni> instance in other diseases of the ovaria sympathising with 
ihoeie parts^ or at least prottucirat such symptoms as would enable us 
to detennine that tliey did. That there are however uncommon symp« 
loms txwy now aiKl then taking place, would appear from the follow-* 

« A lady hstd all the syiii{iitoiais of a venereal gonorrhoea, sucft as^ a dis« 
Chavf(t^ p^itk ami )l^n^tKy io makii^ wjttei% or rather a continaed in-* 
i'DUxftkm tovoiil it^ard a heavJm» appnxK^ung to pain about the hips 
atut hi'in^"^ The utux>tnaH>n sywj^ocn iu this ca« was great flatulence 
III llif ^Uw^'h «(k1 bowtUt this last sytnptom was most probably st 
WWipiilHy N\i»h the uteim: there niay poosibly be sympathies th^re^ 
K*re wUh tl^e ovan\tx 

4 

\\\^ iwf^xxwwMk^ fifetjiwHly *^>« deeper than the surface of the parts; 
often r\H>iuu\< aK>tH( tK^^ vluvt^ i>|^ thi^ gbtKb atnl afl^ting the gliM 
O^t^t^^if'lvtH 3H> xU u> p^vhUkht hst^\i Nwelliwt^ tmiler the surlace on the iu^ 
^iW (>i'\{K la^M. »hKh HvHVxetmH:^ sup|)wrate* RMrmttig small abscesses, 
optulu^ luar thv \Mifivv <^t tNe vj^^iuji. These are similar to the in- 
Muuuu«-\tKM^H a\Kl HUp(Hn\Huv ^ k^ th< tj^latnlS; of the urethra in tricn. The 
dilHsrv ni siiu t av^ iw ^mv?^ wbuh the dise** attacks^ make no distincttbn 
\i\ thv di^vMsc Uvv U > it iv imuiateiidi ^heiher k b a large or small sur- 
l^vP, it ^udv \Ko\\\ that ni onevgwthft parts are more susceptible of 
\\\i^ uuuiivu than 10 .uiv^hcr, yvt it uwty make the OMthod of cure more 

(MiMi^lu.Uvd. 

Ii iiiuiotiiia^ bnuwii!!. ihfti ihe vewege^ laiiter ffwaa the vaittnaruTis 
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oown the perinaeufn (o'liie amis, producing a gonoirhcea orchaitcr^s 

How far the gonorrhoea in ivohien is capahk.bfiH'earing itselfrout, at 
hi meii, I cmuot absolutely det^ihine ; biit aih much inclined to bt]iev0 
l4iat il^v^>uld; for I have known many .women nvho h^ve gQt rid €)r a 
l^iolent goilorfhoea without using. any fmeaiis to cure it^ and indiee4U^ 
^reat variety of methods of cure made use of in such cases^all of wliich 
Cannot possibly do good, though the patients: get welU seems to confirrQ 
(his bpinion. One circumstance which appears as curious, as anyi is 
tht iteming continuance of tiie disease ia the vagina; for years ; at ieast 
ire have reason to believe this,: as far^as the. testimony of the patient 
^an 'be relied on^ and tliis long coniiuuanbeof.it, withoui (getting well 
Irs it does- in men, is probably owing to its being less violent in the 

vaginav' . . 

- ^ The fallowing .account of aJady having all :the, symptoms of g^npr^ 
i-toa iiiiimediately afiter:c6nnet>lion, shews how early in some cases 
the difieaseis . produced! j it waijiebt to. tne.frdm Baih for my 9[>in:k>u 
itpOQ it, dpawn up Jsiy her medical attendant :. . , , _;!.... 

< ^^A lady^of a delicrite:hetbiL of bodf, great sensibility of]:mind^ 
WOid dxtreme irritabilidy of.the ili^hoie nervous system, in^. general had 
titljdyed good health umil ber present: illness }wbith beg;^^ ia the,(plr 
iowinlg manner. . The morning after, be r marriage she compljiiped. of 
t^ttat sc^reeress, and swelling of the pudeada, at^eixled with a good .deal 
(fff'pbiD, Md difficulty . inijJBaking wati^rj. thj$ was considered as.tlie 
IMtliral eotiS€K^uence:offaor<com]ectioOi and she continued her jou.^pey 
iba'post €^iiite,ith<«gh .in jniueb|>4in4. that whole day« Jhe/ollowing 
ttidmitig, her complaixKs. were much increase^, and a coqsiderable dis* 
ehfti^e dame on frbtn^the parts# ihiki» situ.ation she came to Bath a few 
d&ys< sifter; wfaeii i was desired (o see her, 1 found her in an agony of 
diMf^Mf her busbiikd . luyiug JptiiPirfpe^ J^r«/bat frgm circumstances 
aCMndiDg himselfy^he was.appfdbemiye l^er complaints might prove 
veliereaL ' Upon qucstiohiiig binii 1 foiind that for some months he had 
had a running from tlie urethra, attended with heat of urine ; that he had 
htm tindttV'ihe card of a' surgeon in the country, who had assured him 
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his disease was not venereal; ihat conHdtiig in this assurance, he bad 
married, not doubting that he was perfectly well, except a trifling g)eet 
if^hich remained slill ; he further stated, that in having connection witb 
his. wife, from the natural tightness bf the pans he had not been able 
to penetrate; that in the attempt «he complained of much pain, and 
some blood was discharged : apon examining his shirt, some discharge 
was observed upon it, and he still was troubled witb heat oC Urine. I 
was at first inclined to hope, tliat (as women ate not so easily infected 
with the venereal poison as men) all these complaints might be the 
consequences of the first connection,, followed by a long and rapid journe)i 
in a post-chaise : I therefore ordered an opening mitxture, and desired 
the parts might be fomented witli a decoction of poppy h<uidiH in milk 
and water, and a soft poultice of bread and milk applied.. Finding no 
advantage from the use of these means, I examined the state of the parts 
affected, and found there was a considerable discharge of matter, prin- 
cipally from the urethra, the orifice o( which was much swelled and 
inflamed,,as well as the ducts of theglands on each side the urethra ; there 
did not appear to be any discharge from the vagina ; the hymen still 
appeared unbroken, and very firm and fleshy ; the lacunae from Coivper's 
glands on each side were very much inflamed, and there was a hard tuQior 
on one side of the hymen, which afterwards suppurated. There was no 
appearance of disease any where about the labia or nymphae. It was 
treated as venereal, and she went through a course of mercury, iiirhich 
was persisted in for some time ; the abscess above mentioned burst; her 
mouth grew a little tender; her complaints were so much mended.^ that 
there was no doubt of a speedy and happy termination oC her disorder, 
when she was seized with a most violent diariiicea, which was with the 
utmost difficulty restrained. Mercurials of every kind were tlien left 
off; the former symptoms grew more troublesome, the hea^ of ur4ne 
increased, and extended lo the bladder, as appeared by the continuance 
of the pain for an hour or two after she had made water. She was now 
desired to rub about a drachm of mercurial ointment upon, the thighs, 
labia, and inside of the pudenda : about this tin:e another abscess formed, 
in nearly the same situation with the former, which was opened with a 
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lancet ; this gave her much relief, the heat of urine went off in a great* 
measure, but the discharge from th€ urethra, stiH continued as much 
as before ; she continued the mercurial frictions, with great freedom 
during the healing of the abscess, insomuch that her mouth was greatly 
affected; she then left off the ointment ibr a little time, and soon after, 
the orifice of the urethra swelled and inflamed very much, the dis- 
cbarge greatly increased in Quantity, and thei^ was likewise a discharge 
off matter from the vagina ; an injection of crude mercuiy rubbed down 
wiih mucilage of gum arabic till it was extinguished^ and mired with, 
water, was ordered to be used twice or .thrice a day ; she had all aking 
taken the almond emulsion ^ith gum arabic, for her constant drink, and 
this was continued in large quaptities ; she also again resumed the use 
cff the ointment as before, by which her mouth was at times made ex- 
ceedingly sore. 

^^ The disease*'ha4 now continued nearly five months ; the catamenia 
regulariy appeared ever since her first compl<iint; at the last return 
of it she was free from pain, and the discharge as little as it had been at 
any time during her illness, and she continued free from uneasiness 
during that pcHod, but soon after its cessation the heal of urine again 
returned in a most violent degree, and continued for an hour or two« 
with unabating violence; the orifice of the urethra again swelled as 
much as before. The discharge from the vagma at present is much the 
^me, to which is superadded a shooting pain in almost every direc- 
tion of that passage and the parts adjacent, which frequently recurs 
<kiring the day. I can feel no swelling of any other part within the 
reach of my finger; nor does the pressure give pain in any direction. 
Bdng now fully persuaded that the venereal virus must be fully sub- 
dued, all mercurials are left off, and she uses only an injection of - 
opium and thin starch, keeping the bowels open with a little castor oil 
now and then. Every fresh return of the ardor urinse has been accom* 
panied with a train of most distressing tiervous symptoms, hyste- 
rics, and extreme d^ection of spirits, and the pain is generally most • 
violent in the night, though she drinks an astonishing quantity of di- 
luting liquors with gum arabic^ pulvis Iragacanih. comp. fee. &:c. and 
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has frequf nily .(^iJ^^n qpiaties^ from iivhi<;h- ^he b^s certainly reqeived re- 
lief; bwA »s they abvays increase h^r oisrypu^ sjfpxplqinsi she is jK^eatly. 
overconop by iheiruse/* , • . * i .. o) : > ) ; 
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I. OF THE PROOFS OF A WOMAN' HAVING THIS feOMPLAINT. 



' "' J » ' • • * I . ..I • . t ti * • . t . r 



It may be asked, what pooof there is of.s wpm^. hayio^ a gononrhosa^ 

if^henshe is not sensible of baViiig ^Dy^u^c sympten^oft^ di8qaseiap«l.> 

nonev dppears to tEi« surgeoo on ei^aminjtiiiib!? In. &udx a .ca/$e theonl^y 

thing .vie. can depend "upon is, the testimcHiyi of thpsie whom we. look- 

upon as men of veracity : such men asseit 'that they iiave bgep infq^tcftit 

by a wbman in the situation above, described, abhQugjh ib^y havjq.had} 

no connection for some ioontha ^ith.iny olh^ wioioai). Yxpa^ thip* 

evidence it is reasonable to suppose that the disease ha^. been : cavigl^) 

from such; woman;, and it would seem to put it beyond a doubt Mrhen 

the same woman gives the disease, in this way, to more than otfe maii>i 

The case of.ihe woman giving the disease to two n^en a)tQrnadt«ly iatj{ia) 

interval of twelve months each time,^ which givqs.a sp4ci3l9f*a(:^9«tt. 

two year» for the coniinuaiice of the disease, proves. Uiat its^.copimUiikf> 

cation is almost the only criterion of its presence. The case too of:the: 

young woman at the Magdalen hospitalf cimfirms the same opinido^' 

Yet all this, does not amount to ^n absolute pifoof, for a. somaijl y^,oi}[^Vfii 

may have had connection with a man who had. a^ gonorrhoea, or }i ir^b.* 

with chancres, and sbon after, that is, perhaps within forty-eight hAUPSti 

she :may have admitted the embraces of a sjQmp4:inan ; .in.^u^hta qase;, 

it is very possible that be may receive the infection from fehait * matter* 

which was lodged in the vagina by the vrisoUnd man; atid yet th^ 

woman may not catcb the disease; for the matter may be .washed away^ , 

before it irritates the vagina, and' this woman may be* skjs^cted oft 

having a gonorilioea, and apparently with* grieat justice, : A repetition of; 

these circumstances may be the eause /of many women appearii^ tO( / 

liave the disease for years, without really haviiig it. 

• Sec pages 39/ 40. f See page 40. 
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..; > CHAPTEH III. 



,pF THE. EFFECTS pF T- HE pONORftHQEA ON XHE CPN- 



:'• J • ' »•" 



1 HE disease I have been describing both in men and women, is local, 
and generally confined to the part affected, yet it sometimes happens 
that the whole constitution ismore or less affected by it. Thus we find 
before there is any appearance of matter from the parts, that some 
patients complain of slight rigors : these are most considerable when 
the suppuration is late in taking place. A remarkable instance of this 
happened in a gentleman who had the infection twice, * the first time 
he assured me that it was six weeks between the time it was possible for 
him to have contracted the disease, and its appearance; and that for a 
eonsiderable part of that time he had often been indisposed with slight 
rigors, attended with a little fever and restlessness, for which he could 
assign no cause ; nor was he relieved by the usual remedies prescribed 
in such cases. A violent gonorrhoea came on, and these symptoms went 
off, which appeared to me to explain the case. The second time it was 
a month from tlie time of infection before the gonorrhoea appeared, and 
for some weeks of that time he was subject to a similar indisposition, 
which went off as before when the running came on. Here it would 
appear that we have something of a suppurative fever, which perhaps 
often happens in this disease; but the inflammation being small, and 
the fever therefore inconsiderable, it is commonly little noticed by the 
patient. The above gentleman not suspecting any such complaint in 
the first attack, had connection with his wife as usual, and was afraid, 

* The case is mentioned before, page S9* 

L 
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when the disease appeared, that he might have given it to her ; but she 
never complained, which is a strong circumstance in confirmation of 
the principle laid down above, that it cannot be communicated but by 
matter. 

These constitutional sympathies from local specific diseases, are the 
same from whatever cause they proceed; they are the sympathetic 
effects of irritation or of violence, and it is probable that all remote 
sympathies are, at least in this respect, sinsilar; for if they were similar 
to their cause, it is most probable that they would produce in the con- 
stitution the same kind of disease which gave rise to them. 



[n ] 



CHAPTER IV. 



I t 



OF THE CURE OF GONORRHOEA. 



From the idea which I have endeavoured to give of the venereal dis- 
ease in genereali showing that whatever form it appears in, it always 
arises from the same cause, we should foe induced to suppose that since 
we have a specific for some of the forms of the disease, this specific 
should be a certain cure for every one; and therefore that it would be 
no di£cult task to cure the disease when hi the form of iuQammation 
and suppuration upon the secreting surfaces of any of the ducts or out* 
lets of the body; but, from esperience,we find the gonorrhoea the most 
variable in its symptoms while under a cure; and the most uncertain 
in the cure, of any of the forms of this disease ; many cases, terminating 
in a week, while olhers continue for months, though under the same 
treatment. 

The only thing necessary to be done for the cure is, to destroy the 
disposition and specific mode of action in the solids of the parts, and 
as that is changed the poisonous quality of the matter produced will 
also be destroyed; this is the cure of the disease, but not always of its 
consequences. 

Ihave already observed, that this form of the disease was not capable 
ofbeing continued beyond a certain time in any constitution; and that 
in cases where it was violent, or lasted very long, it was owing to the 
parts being very susceptible of such irritation, and readily going on with 
it- As we have no specific medicine for gonorrhoea, it is fortuuate that 
time alone will effect a cure: it is therefore very reasonable to suppose, 
that every such inflammation gets well of itself; yet although this 
appears to be nearly l4ie truth, it is worthy of consideration, whether 
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medicine can be of any service in this form of the disease. lam inclined 
to believe it is very seldom of any kind of use, perhaps not once in ten 
cases ; but even this would be of some consequence, if we could dis- 
tinguish the cases, where it is of service, from those, where it is not. 
Upon this idea of every ^onoittio&a curing itself, 1 gave certain patients 
pills of bread, which were taken with great regularity; the patients 
always got well, but some of them, I believe, not so soon as they would 
have done had the Sirlifieial'trteihods of cure been employed. 

The methods of cure hitherto recommended, and still, practised by 
diiftbrfent ^ople of thii prbfession, are df two kinds, consisting either of 
itftermtl remetf res, -or 9o(^al applrcaftions ; but in whichsoever of these 
two ways tliis t^/sease is to be treated, we are always to pay more at- 
ttintion to the tiatu're eff the constitution, or to any attending disease in 
fhte parts ifhemselves, 'or parts connected with them, tljan the disease 
hsfelf. 

Tlife nature of tfee -constHtition is principally to be learnt fvom the 
local effecJts; for ibc locstl effects t)fthis poison are so different in dif- 
ferent people as to require a tteatmenl suited to each variety; Biit this 
has been too 'little attended to, from everyone endeavouring' to attack 
th^ immediate s)'mf*tonts, as if ^hey irad a specific for gonorrhoea. 

Whether the cure be attempted constitutionally, locally, or in batli 
ways, nearty the same princ?p/les are to be adhered to, except when cvar 
cuations aremafleTise tff,for we cannot evacuate locally. 

Tlie finrt thing to be considered is, the inflammation itself, whethqr 
violent or mild, Whether common or irritable; yet even where (his is 
ascertained, we have not in all cases the cure in our power; for I have 
alreadyoibsenrcd, that some people are very susceptible of this irritatioi), 
ti^ho are asit were insensible to others; and on the contrary, many are 
easily affected 'by common iiiflammation, who are insensible to this. 
These last are rather uncommon dispositions>and the cure being always 
easy they demand little attention. When the symptoms are violent, bqt 
of thie 'common inflamma tor}' kind, which is to be collected from the 
attending circumstances, particularly the extent of the inflammation 
not exceeding' the specific distance, the local mo^e of cure may be either 



'llritatifig - ^^ sftothiogv (iil jl : kihe original vtoleoce is i oven Irripsdiom in 
Uhe ptres^^afeie 4nay b^ atittpded wilh Jess danger ihan in the irri^ldle 
jnflamiDaliQfii^ and ma.)ralt,er the s))eciBc action ; but to ' produce tliis 
^effect it mwt ibe greater than the irritation from the^origtmal ijijxii^. 
Th^ paiTts ivould aflerivards recover of ithemselves, as from any. otbqr 
^common idflamoiatioD. After ai>l, liowever, Ibeh'eve the sootliing plan 
'is the best ^l the beginqing. If the jnftammauon/be greats and ofithe 
irritable kind, uo ^violence is Co be used in the cure, for it will only in* 
•crease the symplomsi unless ive know that the great degree of inflam- 
mation arose entirely from a susceptibility of this irriutionjtaud' (hat 
-fbete WM no general irritability |n;the consditution; which seldom can 
he ascertained. I9 case; -^-i^re the sym:ptoqis tun l>i|^hVnothing Should 
-be done that may tei^d to slop the discharge, either by internal oteic- 
genial means, for >by tlus nothing would bit gained ; as merdy stopping 
the discharge does not put lab end t4>the inflammatian; iThecanstitutioii 
4s->to l>p altered, if possible, by remedies adapted t6 each disposjiiob, 
^th a ^ew to alter the iaions of tl^e parts arising Xrom such dis^Ms^ 
lions, ax)dToduGe<t^he ^i^c^si^e to its simpLe.£prm..Jf the constitulibacaif- 
«ot 4>eiaitered, notJ;iing is to be doije bm to allow ihe p^rts lo *ti)reith'cm(- 
fStilves^ut by a'Coiitinuancexff:thesluiie k:tioo. im ' >': . 1 >l iq 
• ^Wheu the 'inflammation! ' has 'considerably abated, the disease only 
liow remaining in a mrild foirm, it may be attacked i either* by; internail 
•iiemedies, or Jocal' applications. If it* be attacked iocally, violence is 
»tiU tabe avoided ; 'because it may bring back the irrication. ' At thiis 
<p&riod gentle astringents may be :appliedM^ith' a prospect of success:) (.or 
if the disease has begun .mildly, and there aire no signs of an inflamma*- 

• It is very difficult to give clenr ideas of distinctions in disease, when they are not marked 
%y something permanent as to time, space, 8cc. I have used the term irritable injlammation, 
becaose 1 think this kind of inflararoatiop Jakes ^lac^QiQre in weak irritable habits than in 
others : it appears to be guided hy no law that I am acquainted with. It may be called an 
jll-ibraed . ififlammalion^jas not. .going ! thrpiigh the.psual prpnQt s. to. p, . n.aMiral teripiiia^tiof; 
|>Ut.coQUr)Qing with Jittje variation; and if such inflammation took place in the cellular 
membrane, it would rather produce an oedematous swelling than such as arises from the ex- 
travasation of coagulable lymph^ which takes place in what I would call the true or healthy 
ioflanrmation^. •( / » « 
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toiy disposition, either of the common or the irritable kind; in ofdeyi* 
tbiget rid of the specific modeof aclion quickly, an irritating injection 
may be used, which will increase the symptoms for a time, but when it 
is left off they* will often abate, or wholly disappear. In such a statt of 
parts, astringents maybe used ; for the only thing to be done, is to pro* 
cure a cessation of the discharge, which is now the principal symptom. 
It is very common when the discharge istopped by an injection, even 
of a mild kind, to have an uneasy sensation in the perinseutn, and con- 
tinued on to the bladder, producing frequency in making water, and on 
the return of the discharge these sensations immediately cease. 

Id those cases where the itching, pain, and other uncommon sensa- 
tions begin and go on long before the discharge appears, I should bt 
inclined to recommend the quieting or soothing plan instead of the ir- 
ritating, with a view to bring on the discharge, as that effect is a step 
towards a resolution of ihe irritation; but how far it would really be 
the proper plan I cannot absolutely say, not having had experience 
Enough in such cases. One thing however I think I may assert frf>m 
reasoning,, that la use .astringents would he. bad practice, as they, would 
rather tend to prevent the discharge from taking place, which might 
prolong the inflammation and protract the cure. In cases of stricture, 
€ir in cases of diseased testicles, I believe astringents should not be used, 
for we find in either case, while the discharge lasts, both complaint^ 
are relieved; therefore it 'should be left to itself more than when all 
the parts are otherwise sound. If we had a specific for venereal gonor* 
rhoea, the question would be, would this specific cure the irritation, 
before the full action should have taken place? 

i. OF THE DIFFERENT MODES OF PRACTICE— EVACUANTS— 

ASTRINGENTS. 

The remedies commonly recommended in gonorrhoea are of two kinds, 
internal and local. The former may be divided into evacuants, and 
astringents. 
The evacuants are principally of the purgative or diuretic kind, 
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without being coDbned to any particular medicines of these classes, H'ery* 
practitioner supposing that he is in posseission of the best. Some use 
naercurial evacuants, while others carfefuHy avoi<i nnfercury ill every 
form. , The neutral salts have been given from the idea ofthdr beiiig 
ccioling. Some of the profession have kept principally to diuretics; 
perhaps with two views, as evacuants acting upon the urinaty passaged' 
mechanically to wash off the venereal matter, or as specifies for the 
latter purpose : nitre has been given with this view ; besides, it has been 
supposed to lessen inflammation; but its powers in this way Ivery 
much doubt. Under these different modes of treatment the patients 
always get well, and the cures have been ascribed by each 16 his own 
method of treatment. 

Keeping the body open in most cases, even when the patient is pthe^^ 
ways in health, must no doubt be proper; but what idea can we form 
of ah irritation produced all along the intestinal canal, curing a specific 
inflammation in the urethra ; yet there are cases where a brisk purgb 
has been of service, and even in some has performed a cure; buti sus* 
pect that in such cases the disease was continued by habit only, and 
that this practice therefore would not have succeeded in the beginning 
of the same disease. A gentleman had a gonorrhoea, all the- symptoms 
of which continued for two months, and by taking at once ten grains of 
calomel, which purged him most violently, he was almost immediately 
cured. The calomel could not have acted specifically, but by a kind 
of derivation, that is, an irritation produced in one part, curing one 
that subsisted in another ; but even if it ishbuld be granted, that Tn 
some constitutions purges have the power of makibg the solids less sus* 
ceptible of this irritation, it cannot be supposed they will have this 
effect in every case; in some constitutions they might debilitate, in- 
crease irritability, and of course increase the symptoms. These contrary 
effects must take place in different constitutions in which a medicine 
has no specific action. On the supposition of the cure being promoted 
by. an evachation from the blood, what service can purging out some of 
the blood in foim of a secretion from one part do, to an inflammation of 
anolher part? On such a supposition, would not a sweat, or an increase 
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Qf,«i4ivAJby.?ljPW?pg.iQha.cQq»or.8^^naula.ting|ihAntw.t>y snaffi ill tcfna- 
65|\^l))ry tjd cure a gfyipf rhcBfi ? But huipprs having been comidered as* 
tj|f>e)UpiTf^r^t^?V^$? ofc^very [disease, .especially those in which pus vnB: 
fon^qdiOfi^idisch^rge produced, and purging haying been supposed 10 i 
be .the caf^ jfoi; [humors purgatives were of course iitade use of in 'ihi% > 
44se^ses • and a^ the patients always got welK the practice becatoe^nbr- { 
ally esta^iBihed.. .,: ^ 

jiXJio^ewho reapomnwnded' mercury in this form of the disease, did it 
nf^qst^probablyfrpn^itbe.opinion that this medicine was ,a specific for the 
v^en^iTfial disease in all itis forms. On this supposition we caA stje s6me ( 
rfiai5on for their practice; as it would be absorbed froin the intestroesv : 
circulate through the inflamed vessels of the urethra^ and thefeby desi-'t 
troy;the.yei>^y-eal irritation. Hiere we can only suppose it to act by fts 
sp^qi^C) virtue; but 1 doubt very much of mercury having fcny specific*^ 
v)(tu^ .in. this species of the disease, for I find that it is as soon curabld ' 
witljputnjeTcury asVith it ; and where it U "otAy used as a purge, dr 
purged off the next day, and therefore only aU6wed tb act upon the ' 
bowels, I cannot conceive that it f ould h&ve any more, efifect ivpdn tbe » 
vener^l inflaippiation in the urethra, than an irritation in the boweh 
arising from any other pui^gative. So little bjt'ect indeed has this medi- • 
cine upon agpnorrl^oeai that I have known a gonorrhoea take place - 
while tinder a course of nj<jrcMry sufficient for the cure -itT^ chatict^. - 
Wl^ether the gonorrhoea arose from the $ame ibfectidn that produced the • 
chancre 1 cannot say, iior.can it be easily determined! in strch cashes. > 
Men have also been' known to contract a igo^orrhtea' when kiEcded wBbh . 
mercury for the ofve q( di lites venerea^ thego)iori4icea neveftitdess4nB> 
been ^as flifficuU of curq as inordinary cases.* , ; . . . • ii'; 

,/K g^ntlem^n piit himself under my careen the 37th ofiune, fordid . 
cur^e of two chancres and a bubpe. • I dispersed the bub6«, btit ast^iie > 
disliked the unction, I was obliged to silb^tilute atera&ius xakindi^ip^ * 
instead of it, giving two grains/ in ^tlmeyettiog^andone inithe nrorfi^* ^ 
ing. About the middle of j^ujy^hjis'raQUth bec^me^re, iamd'thomer* i 
cury was left off; we began* hf .jase ^ain id a week;' aadi^ieia^peUed^ ' 
to. be .quite well of his y^nere^l cornphints. l ho^evef fcdhtimiedfUfb • 
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use of mereoiy, keepiog hk mouth aore» and o» the IGtib of A«guil^ 
while in this state, he had cooaection with a wam%», both on that and 
the following evening, and in five days after, a gonorrhoea appearedt 
and proi-ed to be very violent. Another gentleman, while under a 
course of mercury for the cure of chancres, had connection with a woman 
before he left off the use of mercury, and in two days a gonorrhoea made 
its appearance. 

The same general observations may be made with respect to diuretics* 

It is possible ibat specific medicines taken into the constitution, (if 
we had such) and passing off by urine, might act upon the urethra in 
their ps^age through it. The balsams and turpentines pass off in this 
way, and become specifics for many irritations in the urinary passages; 
Int how far medicines, which have the power of affecting particular parta 
when sound, or when under diseases peculiar to those parts, have also 
the powers of affecting a specific irritation in these par^, I know not ; 
but I do not believe they have any considerable powers in this way ; il 
is possible however, that they may reorove any attendii^ irritation, 
although not the specific one. Diuretics have nevertheless their adt 
vantages, for if they produce a greater quantity of water, they do good ; 
but I believe this^ had better be effected by simple water, or water 
joined with such things as will encourage the patient to drink a good 
deal, M tea, ca[Hllaire, orgeate, and the like. 

Astringents, although often given, yet have always been oondemned 
by those who have called themselves the judicious and regular pracliti^ 
raiers; because, according to them, there b soinething to be carried off, 
and if that is not carried off a lues venerea is to be the consequence^ 
This reasoning is not just, and therefore the thing to be considered is^ 
do they, or do they not assist us in the cure of the gonorrhoea? I believe 
they do not in any case lessen theyenereal inflammation; but certainly 
tfa^ often kssen the discharge. As that effect, however, does not consti'- 
ttrte a cure, it is not necessary to produce it. 

I can conceive that a combination of astringents, especially the specie 
fie astringents of those parts, as the balsams, with any other medicine 
which 9iay be thought to be of service, may help 4x> lessen the discbarge 

M 
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ill proportion^ as (he ioflammation abates ; and this I have often teei^ as 
will be explained more at length' hereafter. , r 

11. OF LOCAL APPLICATIONS— DIFFERENT KINDS OF INJEC- 
TIONS-IRRITATING— SEDATIVE—EMOLLIENT— astringent: 

Local applications may be either internal to the urethra, external to 
the penis, or both ; all of which will in many cases be necessary. The 
internal, pr those applied to the urethra, would seem the most likely to 
cure this species of disease, by coming immmediately in, contact with 
the diseased parts ; for if they have any power of action^ whatever tluft 
be, it must be in opposition to the venereal irritation ; therefore, we 
might suppose that most irritations that are not venereal would lend 
to a cure: but certainly this is not universally the .case, ifjonibe 
contrary, tlie applications are such as quiet irritation, tJiey must also be 
of service, in 

Local applications to. the urethra may be either in a solid or fluid 
form, each of which has its advantages and disadvantages. A fluid it 
only a temporary application, and that of very short duration, 9n4. is 
similar to the washing of a sore, which is^ I believe, in most cases unne^ 
cessary ; for I imagine that matter, from any sore whatever, is. always 
such as cannot stimulate that sore into any action; it can be of no .con<% 
sequence therefore whether the matter is allowed to lie upon it or not ; 
but by removing it the medicines are allowed; to come in contact with' 
the inflamed surface. I apprehend it is only in this way. the removal of 
it can l>e of service. The solid applications may remain a long time, and 
are similar to the dressings in the case of a wound. When the parts arc 
not so much inflamed as to prevent their use, they would appear to have 
an advantage over the fluid applications by their continuance; but they 
in general irritate ImmediatQly, from their solidity alone. Th^se appli>: 
cations must be in the form of a bougie; but I should be inclined tOj 
suppose, that the less use we make of bougies when these parts are in 
an inflamed state, the better ; although I cannot say that I ever saw any. 
bad efiect from them in any case, when properly applied. 
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* Fluid applications to the inside of the urethra are commonly called 
injections; and^ like the internal remedies, arc without number; eveiy 
one thinking, or wishing lo make the world think, that his own is the 
best. But the great variety of injectimis, and eveiy vefiereal inflam* 
mation gciting well during their use, which was likewise observed Co 
happen when internal medicines are given, are strong corroborating 
circumstances in favour of the opinion, that every such complaint will 
in time cure itself; I thiiik however it appears from practice, that ao 
injection will often have almost an immediate effect upon the symp- 
toms, therefore they must have some powers ; and yet the kind of inr 
jection which would have the greatest specific powers, I believe, is not 
yet koowQ r ^ if an^ injection has no specific powers, it must be very un- 
certain in its efleas, and can oj^ly be of service as far as it may be 
adapted to a peculiarity of constitution or parts. As injections are only 
temporary' applications, it becomes necessary to use them often, espect* 
ally in cases where they are found to be of service : they should there- 
^re be applied as oflen as convenient, perhaps every hour, or even 
oftener; but tliis must be regulated in some measure by the kind of in- 
jection; for if it be irritating it will not be proper to use it so often, as. 
it may be productive of bad consequences. 

Many injections immediately, or at least soon after their applieation, 
remove the symptoms, and prevent the formation of matter, which has 
given rise lo ihe notion of their shutting up the disease^ and driving it 
into the constitution : but this supposed mode of producing a constitu- 
tional complaint, is the reverse of what really happens ; for I have 
already endeavoured to prove, that matter is the only substance in 
wbicb the poison is contained, and that the fonnation of the poison is 
inseparable from the formation of matter; therefore if we can prevent 
the one the other cannot take place, and of course there caabe no rooo^ 
for absorption, so that there can neither be any power of infecting the 
constitution in the same person, nor of communicating the infection ta^ 
Gibers/ 



* Vide page 12^, wbfti wits said on the method of coDlraeiiiig the lues venerea^. 
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When ihc discharge is an effect of present inflammation it may be 
stopped hy injectionsi though the inflamation still continues in some 
degree, and may afterwards he removed without the discharge ever re- 
appearing. Bui I believe that by this practice little is gained, for the 
efiect of the inflammation is not the disease which we wish to remove; 
however we find that the same method which stops the discharge, also 
removes the inflammmation, although not always, and only, I believe, 
when the inflammation is slight. 

I shall divide injections, according to their particular effects upon tlie 
urethra, into four Icinds ; liieirritating, sedative, emollient, and astringent. 
A specific, I believe, is not yet discovered, althoagh a mercurial injec- 
ikm in some form or other is by most people supposed to be possessed 
cf such a poiyer, and of course ih^is mineral makes part of many of the 
injections now in use. 

Irritafttng injections of wliatever kind, in this disease aet upop fhe 
^me principle, that is by producing ah irritation of another kind, 
which ought to he greater than the venereal, by which means the vene- 
real is destro^-cd and lost, and th^ disease is cured, alChoug|h the pain 
and running may still l!>e kept up by the injection, yet those ^ects witt 
soon go off* when the injection is laid aside, because they arise only from 
its irritating qualities. In this way bougies, as well as many injections, 
maybe supposed to cure; and although they increase the •symjitoms for 
the time, they never can fncrease the disease itself, any more than tlie 
same injection which would produce the same symptoms if applied to 
the urethra of a sound man can communicate the disease. Most of the 
irritating injections have an astringent effect, and prove simpfly astrin* 
gent when mild, their irritating quality depending chiefly npon their 
strength. 

As irritating injections do not agree m*ith all inflammations airising 
fiT>m the venereal poison,* it nniy be asked, in what cases are the irn- 
tatmg iiijeaions to he used with adranlage? This I have not heen able 
to determine absolutely ; but I think irritating injections should never 

^ For I hove alreadj reiaikcdy that the laBa m ma fioi u r$tm'noe&tSimg to die tsontiitotioD. 
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be used where there is already much inflammationy especially in gousU- 
tutioD6, whieh cannot bear a great deal of irri)tatxon» as a previous knoi^* 
ledge of the disease in the same pet^son sometimes teaphes us; nor 
should they hie used where the irritation has spread beyotyd tke speei&s 
distance ; nor where the testicles are tender, nor where^ upon the disr: 
charge stopping quickly, they have become sore ; nor where the peri- 
meum is very susceptible of inflammation, and especially if it forcoerly 
has suppurated; nor where there is a tendency in the bladder to Itrit 
tatSoQywtikh is known, from the patient having bad fpr sortie time ia 
frequency in Qiaking waien In such cases I have not succeeded with 
them ; they not only do 710 good, but they often do barm i lor I iuarc! 
Menibem make the ipflammatioQ spread further in the urethra;^ an^ 
1 tMnk I have had neMon to suspect that they have been the camse of 
abscesses in perinao. But in oases that are nuid, and in oonstitutioai 
that are not irritalde, injections ofteti (^cceed^ and remoire tfad disease 
almost immediately. Tlve practice however ought to be attempted 
with caution, and not perhaps till milder nwthods have (ailed: two 
grains of corrosive stfbliniaite dissolved in /eight nuojoes of distiUed yr^Uili 
or rose-w9ter, is nearly as gopd an injttctton as any of the kind! But at 
injection of only half this strength m^y be lused^ where it is ndi Ihtiended 
to attempt a«iipe so quickly. |f Isowevicr the ii^eetipn, even in that 
proportion, givi^s coMiderable pain in its ap{)Jteation, or if k occasions 
agrest' ift^resise of pain in makng water, it shoujld be diluted. 

Sedative kij^kioEis will always -be of -seryice iu. cases where the in- 
flammation 4s oMSiderablOt not by lessening the disease itself, hut by 
lessening ikte diseased action, which always alloVvs the nausral actions 
of ^e pari mora res^ly to take place; they are likewise very useful m 
reliieving the painful feelings of the patient. Perhaps the best sedative 
we have is opiUm, as welt when gtvfiu by the ramith or anus as when 
applied to the part affscted in the form/ of an injection. But «ven 
-opium will not agree, or act as a sedative in all cons tit utions or parts; 

* It is bowever to be remarked, that this fymptom is not alwayj to t>e mttribiHed to the 
iti)e^tio|ii» for^ oftfsi tipffmif iptlKn upae bwp ^^ ii^« ^ 
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CD the contrary, it often has opposite efrect$4.piy)duciiiggr<^at irriubility*. 
Ilead may be rj^ckoned a sedative, ^ far as it abater inilammation, while 
at the same time it may act as a gentle aslringeut. Fourteeii grains of 
saccharum saturni, in eight ounces of rose water, make a good sedative 
astringent injection. 

Tb6 drinking freely of diluting h'quors may perhaps be considered as 
having a sedative effect, as it in part removes some of the causes of irri* 
tation, rendering the urine less stimulating, either to the bladder when 
the irritation is there, or to the urethra in its passage through it ; and 
it is possible that diluting may lessen the susceptibility of iniuiianu 
The vegetable mucilages of certain seeds and plantSi and the emollient 
gums are recommended ; but I suspect that tbb practice is founded on 
a mechanical notion, and that none of them are of much service. I be« 
lieve the advantage arises chiefly from the : quantity of water that is 
drank, therefore if the water be joined with any thing* spirits exceptedi. 
that can induce the patient to drink freely, the. purpose is fuUyan* 
swered. I have however been inCormed by soiii€ patienM thfit they 
thought when the liquids they drank were impregnated with those subr 
stanceSf they had less uneasiness in making water. . ' 

EinoUient injections are the prpperest applications where the i|)(|at9r 
mation is very great; they are most. probably useful by l9^t slowly 
washing away the matter, and then leaving a soft application to the 
part ; in which way I can, conceive themi to be of singoljtc servipCi by 
lessening the irritating effectsH)f the urine;; and indeed p^rAotice proves 
this, for we often find that a solution of ^um arabic, milk iod W|iter, or 
sweet oil, will lessen the pain and other 8ympto.ins» wl>en the mpre 
active injections have done nothing, or to appearance hf^ve dpi^e 
harm. 

; It very often happens that the irritation is so great at the ori^ce of 
tfaeure^ra, that the point of the syringe, 'cannot be suQcfced to eutei:; 
when this is the case nothing should.be done in the way of iujectioa till 
the inflammation abate. £mollients may likewise be used external ly in 
form of fomentation. 

The astringent injections can only act by lessening the discharge^ they 
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eamtfareno spiscific eftfct upon the inflammation; but as they must 
affect ibe actions. o£theJiving pow^ry, Jtis possible they may alter the . 
vcneitfal idispositiert* They should ;an!y be used towards the latter end . 
of the diseasev wbeil it has become n^ildi and the . parts begin, to itch.* 
But .this should be according to circumstances, and if the disease began 
idtidly they may be used at the .very beginning ; for by.graduaHy less- 
ening the disohlirge withoiit increasing (he inflarnniation, we complete 
tkebure, and prevent a continuation of the discharge^ called a gleets ^ 
InjectiOTis of this kind.yery probably siimcilate in such a w^y as to^ake ^ 
tbe!^cssels df fhe:part cOntractf apd probably hinder the act of secirc;- 
Cion; we can hardly suppose that they act chemically by cpagulating 
the juices. They will have an irritating quality if used strong, which 
in' some iheasifre destroys their a^rttingency, or rather makes the parts 
act contrary tb what they would do from tbe* iipplxcation of a simple 
astringent; so that the^ oflen increase the discbargc instead of lessening 
it, by which means the disease also may be cured, in the same way as by 
irritating injecdonsi that is by altering the disposition of tlie inflamma* 
tion. When morq mild, they often stop! the discbarge, without bowever 
in all cases hastening the cure ; for the inflammation may still continue 
«ven longer than it otherwise would have done if the tendency to secre* 
tion had not been stopped ; for I have already observed, that a surface 
that discharges has assumed the complete action of the disease, which 
is one step towards a cure or termination. However it sometimes hap- 
pens, that an astringent injection will cure a slight irritation ' in a very 
few days. My experience has not Caught me that one astringent is 
nxbch better than another. 

The astdngent gums, as dt*agon^s blood, the' balsams, and the turpen* 
tines dissolved in water ; the juices of many vegetables, as oak bark, 
Pemvian bark, tormentil root, and perhaps all the metallic salts, as 
^recn, blue, and white vitriols; the salts of mercury, and also alum; 
probably all act as far as we yet know much in ihe same way ; although 
we may asscit that tliey do not always act equally well in every gonor- 
rbcea, for on our changing the injection a new one will someiimes suc- 
ceed after several others have been, tried in vain. 



The extfeiHal applfcatiQifM are gdnef sit If poultices, aodfomeauitions; 
but they can be of fitile servke, c*ctpi ifhea the External partSr inclfc 
a$ the preptice, glans, and orifice of the uneibra, are in -some degree 
inflamed ; the la^f indeed i» almost blwayi mw^ or leu afieotcd. 

When (he glands of the ttreibf a are swelled so a» M be felt exteroalljv 
the application of mercurial ointttieUt to the part may be proper, but : 
most ptt}bably this will txi of more servibe after the mflaniroation has 
sabslded. Indeed mercurial ointment is often applied to all the exter< 
na! stkffaces of those parts when in a state of Inflammatido, with an 
emdtfleDt poultice over it ; but I am not perfectly satisfied of the utility ; 
of thhi practice. 

The Editor has for flfumy yaart ieft off entirdx the use of injectio^ns in 
• the cure of Gouprrhoea, from findiog that they so often lay the foun* 

dation for stricturesi and ip tnaiiy cases aggravate, and extend the 
symptoms they are intended to relieve ; nor does he find that his sue* 
cess in treating gonorrhoea has been less, since he'lell off the tisc of 
iniections. Mis mode Of practide ha^ been more satbfactof y t0 him^* 
sdf, and kss hazardous to his patietitSi since s^elltiygs of the tevti^ 
cleSf irritation iti the bladder, ahd stricteres in the urethnt 9Stt rare 
occurrencies after gbtiorrhoek in his o^m iminediate pmotferw 
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CHAPTER V. 



OF THE CURE OF GONORRHOEA IN WOMEN. 

It '. » 

N women the cure of the gonorrhoea is uearjy tb^ same as. in men ; 

bntthc dimwe itself being milder, and the secondary symptoms ^ss 

mmieimis m wo^tu owing to there not beiag so many paris to be . afv 

feded , and to these parts not beixig either of so great extent, or so liable 

to in(Umroati(m» ihe cure becomes fnore simple. 

When the disease is in the vagina only, it is easily cured. Injections 
arc the best ineanii that can be tised^ aiid after injecting^ k mxy be pro- 
per to anoint tlie parts as far tip as possible with mercurial ointment,* 
and also to wash the external parts often with the injection. 

If the inflammation has attacked the urethra, injections there cannot 
be.soconyeniently used, as it is almost impossible for the patient to 
throw an injection into that canal. . . 

The ixyections recommended in the cure in men are equally service- 
able here, but they may be made doubly strong, as the parts are not 
nearly so irritable as the common seat of this disease in men. 

If what I have said of the diseascxin women, be just, we must see that 
it will be a difficult thing to say, with any degree of certainty, when the 
patient is well ; because whenever the symptoms arc gone, the surgeon 
and the patient will naturally suppose the cure to be complete ; but a 
new trial of those parts may prove the contrary ; or in cases where the 
disease has never affected the urethra, but only the vagina, and still 
more where no symptoms have ever been observed, it will be more 
difficult to fix the date of the cure ; but general experience must direct 
the practitioner. 

^ How far mercurial ointment assists in the cure, I have not been able to deteriiiiDe ; the 
practice rather arises more from a kind of practical analogy than real knowledge of its use 
io such cases. 

N 
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When the inflammation runs along the ducts of the glands, whether 
those of the mouth of the vagina, or urethra, or affects the glands them- 
selves, the same method is to be followed ; in particular the niercurial 
ointment is to be freely applied to the parts. If the inflammation on the 
mouths of the ducts is so great as to shut them up, the ducts and glands 
will sup)3urate and form abscesses ; in such cases it will be necessary to 
open them, or enlai'ge the opening already formed, and dress the abr 
scess as a chancre or buboe. 

Id the case of a simple running, the constitutional treatment will be 
taken notice of hereafter ; but if any suppuration take place, the con- 
stitution is to be treated as in chancres or buboes ; for most probably 
absorption will take place, and its effects must be guarded against^ 

The Editor feels it a duty to the public to state, that two instauces have 
come within his notice, of young women, who had been infected with 
gonorrhoea, by the men who debauched them, having been treated 
by irritating injections, under the care of a surgc^on of considerable 
practice, who not making allowance for the sensibility of the vagina, 
before it had been much used, unfortunately for his patients, directed 
the injections to be made of the same strength, as for common wo- 
men ; the consequence of which was, that the sides of the vagina were 
united together by the adhesive inSamqfiation. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



OF THE TREATMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION IN THE 

CURE OF GONORRHOEA. 

In the cure bf^onorrhcea, the constitution is in some cases to be as 
much attended to as the parts affected, if not more; but in general thi^ 
is not necessary. The knowledge of the constitution is to be obtained in 
a great measure from the local symptoms, and as far as the constitutional 
treatment can be made similar to the local, they should correspond. 

We find in roapy strong plethoric constitutions, where both the 
powers and actions are great, that the symptoms are often violent. These 
constitutions have generally a strong tendency to fever of the inflam- 
matory kind ; and, probably, the most distinguishing mark of such a 
constitution will be, that, of the symptoms not extending beyond the 
specific distance. Many medicines which might be qf service in another 
constitution will often prove hurtful here, in so much as to increase the 
very symptoms which they were meant to relieve. 1 have seen even opiate 
clysters, thpugh they relieved at first, yet in the end produce or increase, 
{ever, and by that means increase all the symptoms. I have seen the 
balsam ofcapivi given in such cases increase the inflammatory symptoms, 
probably by slopping the discharge in part, which appears to be salutary. 

The treatment of such a constitution, when affected with this diseasCi 
consists chiefly in evacuations, the best of which are bleeding and gentle 
purging. 

To live sparingly, and above all to use little exercise, is necessary ; 
for although such a treatment does not lessen. the venereal irritation, 
yet it removes the violence of the inflammation, and allows the part3 to 
relieve themselves. In this kind of constitution, therefore, the disease 
is in the end soonest cured, as there is not a disposition to continue, 
inflammation long. 
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In the weak and irritable constitution, the symptoms are frequently 
very violent, arising from great action in the parts, and often extend 
beyond the specific distance; the inflammation running along the 
urethra, and even affecting the bladder. Instead of evacuation, which 
woi;Id rather aggravate the symptoms than relieve them, the constitu- 
tion should be strengthened, which will make it lessr susceptible of irrita- 
tion in generaL . 

I have seen patients whose constitutions were such, that they were 
never sure of twenty-four hours beahb, and were always expecting 
when well, to be ill soon, where the inflammation has boen both consi« 
derable, and extensive; I have seen evacuations tried, and the symp* 
toms increased ; but as soon as the bark was given freely, they have 
become almost immediately mild ; and without using any other medi- 
cine the patients have got soon well. The medicine here acted npon 
the constitution, destroyed the irritability, gave the parts a true and 
healthy sensation of the venereal irritation, and brought the inftamma* 
tion to that state in which it ought to be in a healthy subject, whereby 
the constitution was enabled to cure itself. 

So capricious sooietimes is this form of the disease in its cure, that I 
have seen, by an accidental fever coming oti, the discharge stop, the 
pain in making water go off, and the gonorrhoea finally terminate with 
the fever. 

In others I have seen all the symptoms of the gonorrhcea ist(>p by the 
coming on of a fever, and return again wl^en it went ofid In some 1 have 
seen a gonorrhoea begin mildly, but a sevet-e fever coming on, and con*^ 
tinuing for several days, has greatly increased the symptoms, and on 
the fever going off, the gonorrhea has also gone off. Although a fever' 
does not always cure a gonorrhoea, yet, as it may, nothing should be 
done while the fever lasts ; and if it continues after the lever is gone, 
it is then to be treated according to the symptoms. A gentleman 
while using an injection for a gononhoea was seized with a vomiting 
aud purging, which brought on a fit of the piles ; they bled profusely : 
as soon as he recovered from these attacks he found that ail the symp^ 
toms of gonorrhoea bad gone away. 
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. Unfortunat^ely therei ate cases where no kuown melhod lessens the 
symptoms; evacuations have produced no abatement, Uie stfenglhen* 
iqg plau has been as unsuccessful : sedatives and emollients have pro- 
curd no relief; and lime alone has performed the cure. With such 
the soothing plan, I believe, is the best, till we know more of the disease* 
Astringents should not be used; their action upon the inflamed parts 
is uncertain, for they often do not lessen the inflamatiou or the pain, 
although they may perhaps lessen the discharge The turpentines, 
eq)ecially the balsam of capivi» and Canada balsam, lessen the disposi- 
tion of the parts to form matter, which effect has always a salutary 
appearance; but as they have not at the same time the power of les- 
sening the inflanunation, they can be of little service* 

Besides the various effects arising from the difference of constitution 
in the gonorrlioea, we find that it is considerably affected by the way of 
life, during the inflammatpiy state, and also by other diseases attack- 
ing the constitution at the same time. But this is common to all other 
diseases : for whenever we have a local disease, in which light I have 
ooDsidered a gonprrhoea, it is always affected by whatever affects the 
constitution. Most thing? that hurry, or increaise the circulation, ag- 
gravate the symptoms, such as violent exercise, drinking too much of 
strong liquors, eating strong indigestible food ; some kinds of which 
act specifically on these parts, and thereby increase the symptoms more 
than simply heating the body, such as peppers or spices of all kinds, 
and spirits. 

From. what has been said ia general, it must appear that a gonorrhcea 
is to be cured in the same way as every other inflammation : and it 
must also appear, that all th« methods used are only to be considered 
as correctors of irritations in general, and of disordered circulation. 
In cases that have begun mildly, where the inflammation has been but 
flight, or in those cases where the violent symptoms above taken notice 
of have subsided, such medicines as have a tendency to lessen the dis- 
•charge may be given along with the local remedies before- mentioned. 
The turpentines I believe are the most efficacious; cantharides; the 
salts of some metals, such as of copper, zink, and lead, and also of 
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some earths, as alum, are strongly recommended as astringents when 
given internal ly. 

Whatever methods are used for the cure, either locally or constitu* 
tionally, it is always necessary to have in view the )3ossibility of some 
of the matter being absorbed, and afterwards appearing in the form of 
a lues venerea ; to prevent which I should be inclined to give small 
doses of mercury' internally. At what time this mercurial course 
should begin I am not certain, but if the observation be just, that a 
disposition once formed is not to be cured by mercury, but that mercury 
has the power of preventing a disposition from forming, as was formerly 
explained, we should begin early and continue it to the end of the dis* 
ease, till the formation of venereal matter ceases, and even for some 
time after. The mercurial ointment may be used where mercury dis- 
agrees with the stomach and intestines, which is sometimes the case. i 

This practice appears to be more necessary if the discharge has coti- 
continued a considerable time, and especially if the treatment has 
been simply by evacuanls, for in the former there is a greater time for 
absorption, and in the latter we may suppose a greater call for it, such 
medicines having no feffect in cariying off the virus. 

The quantity of merfcury necessary will be proportioned to the dura^ 
tion of the disease; a grain ofmercurius calcinatus made into a pill, 
and taken ever)' night, or one at night and another in the morning, may 
be sufficient. 

The success of this practice in any particular case can never be as- 
certained, because it is impossible to say when matter has been absorbed, 
except in cases of buboes ; and where it is not known to be absorbed, 
it is impossible to say that there would have been a lues venerea if 
mercury had not been given, as very few are infected from a gonoiThcea, 
although they have taken no mercury. It is however going upon the 
surest grounds to give mercury, as we may reasonably suppose it will 
often prevent a lues venerea, as it does when given during the cure of 
a chancre or buboe, where we know from experience that without it» 
lues venerea would certainly take place. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



OF THE TREATMENT OF OCCASIONAL SYMPTOMS OF 

GONORRHOEA. 

AwS the following symptoms are only occasional consequences of ve« 
nereal gonorrbcea, being the effects of an irritation on the urethra, and 
therefore not venereal, they are to be treated in the same manner as if 
they arose from any other cause. 

I. OF THE BLEEDINGS FROM THE URETHRA. 

I have already observed, that when the inflammation is violentt or 
spreads along the urethra, there is frequently a discharge of blood from, 
the vessels of that part. In such bleedings I have seen the balsam of 
oapivi given internally of service, and I should suppose that all the tur- 
pentines would be useful. I cannot say that I have done any good by as* 
tringent injections ; and in some cases, I have even suspected that the)^ 
bave been the cause of this complaint. They always go off in the usual 
time of the cure of the gonorrhoea. 

II. OF PREVENTING PAINFUL ERECTIONS. 

Opium given internally appears to have great effect in preventing 
painful erections in many cases ; I have known twenty drops of tinctura 
thebaica taken at bed time procure ease for a whole night ; I think the 
cicuta has likewise some powers in this way. 
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III. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE CHORDEE. 

In ihe beginning of this complaint, bleeding from the arm is often of ser- 
vice, but it is of more immediate service to take away blood from the part 
itself by leeches ; for wc often find by a vessel giving way in the arethra, 
and a considerable haemorrhage emuibg, that the patient is greatly 
relieved. Fomenting the penis by holding it over the steam of warm 
water will give ea^, as will also poukicei ; and if camphirel)e added 
to the fomentation and poultice, it will in many caseit assist in taking 
off the inflammation. Opium given internally is of singular service^, 
and jf joined with camphire the effect will be still greater; but opiunt 
in 9uch cases acts rather by lessening the pain than by removing the in- 
flammation, though by preventiog erectioni it msy be said to obviate 
the immediate cause of the complaint. 

Whenihe chordee continues after ail other symptoms are gone, I believe 
^at little or nothing in the way of evacuation is necessay, the inAam- 
mation being gone and a consequence of it only remaining, which will go- 
off gradually by tlse absorption of the extravasated coagulable lymph;* 
therefore bleeding in this case can be of no use. Rubbing the parts, 
with mercurial ointment will promote the absorption of the extratasated* 
coagdlafole lymphs for we find that mercury has considerable )iowens^ k^ 
exciting absorption; the friction also will be of use. In one c^ase V 
thought I saw considerable benefit from giving the cicuta, after, I had 
tried (he common methods of cure. £)€Ctrtcity may he of service. 

This symptom is often longer in going off than either the running or 
pain, but no bad consequences arise from it; its dcdeosion isgraduil'* 
atid' uniform, as liappens with moKst ^ORsequetices of influnmation* 

In relieving the cbordce, or the romains of it which appear (o arise; 
from spasm, I have known, the bafir ct gne^t service. Evaciiatioosj 
whether from the part, or from the constitution, generally do harm. 
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tV. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE SUPPURATION OF THE ' 

GLANDS OF THE URETHRA. ' 

. I • # - * • 

Suppurations in the glands of the urethra, I suspect, should tie tnealoA 
as chancres, therefore mercury ought to be giv^n, as will be e^^plaiitefl 

in speaking of that form of the disease. • » • • - 

Should a suppuration take place in Gowper*s glands, it Remands mbre 
attention ; the abscess must he opened freely, and pretty early, as the 
matter, if confined, might make its way either into the scrotum or urethra, 
which would be productive of bad consequences. Here also mercury« I 
believe, must be given, and perhaps as freely as in a buboe ; in shorty 
the treatment should be the same as in a venereal uker ; and in this 
respect it will differ from the treatment of those abscesses which arise 
in consequence of stricture, to be taken notice of hereafter. 

V. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE AFFECTION OF TllE 

BLADDER. 

When the disease extends as far as the bladder, I do not know i Qibre 
troublesome complaint. It is however one of those complaints from 
which seldom or ever any ultimate bad consequences arise, and, in ge- 
neraU it will get well of itself ; but 1 suspect that it sometimes lays the 
ground-work of future irritation in that viscus, which may prove very 
troublesome, and even dangerous ; but this is only conjecture. 

Opiate clysters, if nothing in the constitution foii)ids the use of them, 
procure considerable temporary relief. The warm bath is, of service, 
although not always; and bleeding prelty freely, if the patient is of a. 
full habit, often gives great relief; leeches also applied to the pcrinaeum 
have good effects; but in many constitutions bleeding will rather do 
harm ; and I believe we should be cautious in making use of this eva- 
cuation, for I have already observed, that many of these cases are rather 
sympathetic than inflammatory. How far an opiate plaister applied t« 

O 
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nftness, and sonietiines it never does : however, this is of no great coose* 
quence, as there is no inconvenience arising from a continuance of the 
hardness simply; though sometimes I am inclined to believe iuch tes* 
tides are rendered totally useless. I never had an opportunity of exa- 
mining the testicle of one that I knew to have this complaint ; hot I 
have examined testicles where the epididymis bad the same external 
feel, and the canal of the vas deferens was obliterated ; but this I rather 
suspect is seldom the case ; for there are people who have them both 
swelled', and notwithstanding have evacuations of the seitiea as before. ' 
It is in this stage of the complaint that resolvents might be of flbrvice, 
such as mercurial friction joined with camphire. Fumigations with aro- 
matic herbs, which may stimulate the absorbents to action in order to. 
take up the superfluous matten Electricity has been in some cases of 
lingular service. 

VI. of THE DECREASE AND TERMINATION OF THE SYMPTOMS 

OF GONORRHOEA. 

« • 

The decrease of the disease is generally kiMwii by an abatement of some 
or all of the abovementioned symptoms. The pain in the part becomes 
less, or terminates in an itchiiig similar to the beginning of many gonor- 
rhoeas, ^nd at la&t entirely goes off; the sense t>f weariness about * the 
loins, hips, testicles, and sciotum, is no longer felt, and the transparent 
cherry-like appearance of the glans penis gradually vanishes ; these arei 
the best signs of an abatement of the diseased action. 

The running becomes less, or if it does not diminish becomes first 
whiter, then of a paler colour, and gradually becomes more slimy and 
ropy in consistence, which has always been considered as the mc»t certain 
sign of an approaching cure; and at last it entirely disappears. When 
the hmning becomes more slimy, it is then changed from matter to the 
natural fluid which lubricates the passage, and also to that fluid which 
appears to be preparatory to coition ; but it is often very inconstant in 
its appearances, arising frequently from different Udodcs of living, fcc J 
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k very often happens that ali the symptoms shall totally disappear, 
and the patients shall think themselves cured, and yet ali the symptoms 
shall cDtne upon them aiie;w,but commonly milder, though in somecases 
they are as yiolenti as or even more violent than, at first; and this takes 
place sometimes at a considerable distance of time. I have known the 
symptoms return a month after every appearance of the disease had been 
removed ; bowev^ in such cases they seldom last long. How far this 
second attack is to be looked upon as truly venereal , is not yet, I believe,- 
ascertained: nothing can prove it absolutely, but the circumstance of 
giving it to a sound person. What may be the case with those in whom 
it has returned soon after the going off of the symptoms, I will not pre- 
tend to say; but I should very much suspect, that where it has conti- 
nued well for a month, a return would not be venereal ; but this is only 
conjecture, and if we were to reason upon it, we might easily reason 
ourselves into a belief that it was venereal ; for if the parts can fall bacj( 
again into one mode of action, that of inflammation and suppuration, 
there can be no reason why they should not fall back again into the spe« 
cific mode of action ; however, as the common effect of irritation is sup- 
puration, and as the specific suppuration recjuires a peculiar irritation, 
it is easier to conceive that the parts should fall into the common mode 
of action, than into both. It is possible, however, that in such cases it 
is only the venereal action that is suspended, and thus becomes similar 
to what happens between the contamination and complete appearance 
of the disease. 

In women, returns of the symptoms are more frequent than in men, 
particularly of the discharge ; which being similar to the Jluor albus^ 
and frequently taken for that disease, gives less suspicion, although it is 
perhaps! equally bad. 

The distinction between a gonorrhoea and a gleet is not yet ascertained, 
for the inflammation subsiding, the pain going off, and the matter alter«> 
ing, are no proofs that the poison is destroyed; for it is no more neces* 
sary there should be a continuance of the inflammation to produce the: 
specific poison, than it is necessary for a continuance of the inflammation 
to produce the gleet, as will appear evident from two cases before related.* 

* Vide pages 40 and 41. 
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The first of these cases shows that the' inflammation is not peoess^ry 
to the existence of the venereal poison ; and^ on. the contrary, the in- 
flammation may exist after the matter discharged has ceased to be v^ne* 
feal;- for I have known cases where the inflanunationand^disfibargq 
have continued for twelve mcmths, and with comiderabk violence } wd 
there has been a connection with women without a suspicion of giving 
them the disease; however this is not an absolute proof. that there is no 
vims in the discharge. ^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE SYMPTOMS, WHICH 
OFTEN REMAIN AFTER THE DISEASE IS SUBDUED. 

It oRen happens after the virus is destroyed, and the venereal inflam- 
mation removed, that some one, two, or more of the symptoms shall 
continue, and perhaps prove more obstinate than the original disease^ 
itself; some of them shall continue through life, and even new ones 
shall sometimes arise as soon as the Brst subside. . All these symptoms 
are commonly imputed by the patients themselves, and what is still 
worse, either ignorantly or illiberally by some of the profession, to the 
original disease having been ill treated, or, as is vulga^rly said, ill cured. 
But, certainly, sp far as we are yet acquainted with the disease and 
method of cure, this is not true; for the methods of treatment, though 
numerous, may be said to be very similar, and we shall find these symp« 
toms not to be . consequences of any one mpde of treatment, biijt that 
they happen indiscriminately after them all. Yet I can conceive that 
many constitiitions^ and particular parts, often require one mode of treat- 
ment in preference to another, and probably require modes that we are 
not yet acquainted with ; but if these peculiarities of constitution or 
parts are not known, which must often be the case, the practitioner is 
not to be rashly accused of ignorance. 

In the introduction I. observed, that the venereal disease is capable of 
calling into action such susceptibilities, as are remarkably strong, and 
pe(;uliar to certain constitutions, and countries.; and as the scrofula is 
predominant in this country, some of the effects of gonorrhoea may par- 
take of a scrofulous nature. 

The symptoms which continue after the virus is gone, do not owe 
their c(»]itinuance to the specific qualities of the virus, but to its effects 
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« 

Upon the pai Is, such as inflammation and its consequences ; for the same 
degree of inflammation arising from any other cause would leave most 
of the same effects. But I suspect, that, the continuance of the discharge 
called a gleet is an exception to this; for we find that it is often cured 
by the same mode of action which would produce the other symptoms, 
that is, inflammation ; and we find in general that a discharge brought 
on by violence of no specific kind, does not last longer than the violence, 
even although the cause has been continued for som$ time, as is often 
the case during the use of bougies. 

The first of the continued symptoms may be reckoned the remains of 
the disagreeable sensations excited by the original disease. 

The second, the discharge called a gleet. 

The third, the chordee. 

The fourth, the irritable state of the bladder. 

The filihi the increase and hardness ef the epididymis. 

I. OF THE REMAINS OF THE DISAGREEABLE SENSATIONS 

i:XCITED BY THE ORIGINAL DISEASE. 

The strange kind of sensations, which continue in the urethra and glans, 
happen more frequently when the bladder has sympathised with the 
urethra in the time of the disease; for then there is often the remains 
of the old shooting pains in the glans, or on its surface, which take their 
rise fit>m the bladder. These however commonly go off, seldom being 
the forerunners of any bad syn^ptoms, and therefore are not to be cmi- 
aidcixd as part of the disease, but merely a consequence ; yet they are 
ultcu very troublesome and teazing to the patient, keeping his mind 
lilwaya in doubt whether he is cured or not, which makes him fre- 
quently become the dupe of ignorant or designing men. 

An the^o remaiiuiig sensations vaiy considerably in their nature, per* 
liMpM no oite nwthod titieatment will ahva>-s be proper. I have known 
H lMMi)(iv ilUHHhKc^t a ftw tiuHS takeoffentirely the disagreeable sensation 
Ih \\\^ uivlhr«i »tul I have knoNvu it do no good. Gentle^irritatiag in- 
)i I lltMlN tui^d tKVWiwwIly wUI often alleviate in some degree those cono- 



OF GONORRHOEA. 105 

• 

plainls. A grain of corrosive sublimate to eight ounces of water makes 
a good injection for this purpose, but such applications are in general 
no more than palliatives. 

I have known the use of hemlock relieve the symptoms very much, 
and in some cases entirely cure them, while in many others it has not 
had the least effect. 

A blister applied to the perinaeum will entirely cure some of the re- 
maining symptoms, even when they extend towards the bladder, as will 
be explained hereafter; indeed it appears to have more elF^ct than any 
other remedy* A blister tOithc small of the back will also give reliefi 
but not so effectually as one applied to the perinasum. 

The following eases are remarkable instaoces of this. A Portuguese 
gentleman about twenty-five years of age had contracted a v.enereaji 
gonorrhoea,' of which he; was cured, but for two years after many of thp 
-symptoms still cootiilued, aod even with considerable violence. The 
symptoms ^'cre the lollowing^ a frequency in making water, and when 
the mclination came oq he could not retain it a moment; a straining, 
and pain in the bladder after voiding it; a constant pain in the region 
of the bladder; a sliooting pain in the urethra, which extended often 
to the anus; strange sensations in the perinasum; a sense of weariness 
in the testicles; and if he at any time pressed his thighs close together, 
it brought on the. pain or sei|sation in the perinasutn. It was supposed 
at Lisbon that he^had the stone, and he came over to London for a cure 
of that disease. He was eicanjined, but no stone was found. He was 
ordered to wash the ejxternal parts every morning with cold water, 
which he did for a fortnight, but found no benefit. I was consulted, and 
informed of all the above-mentioned circumstances. As a staff had been 
passed, there could be no stricture; however I thought it was possible 
there might be a diseased prostate gland, and therefore examined him 
by the anus; but found that gland of its natural size and firmness. As 
there was no visible alteration of structure any where to be found, I 
looked upon the disease as only a wrong action of the parts, and there* 
fore ordered a blister to be applied to the perinaeum, which relieved him 
almost immediately ; it was only kept open for a few days, and the 
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IL OF A GLEET. 

WnATEVtR method has been used in the cure of the venereal inflamma- 
tion, whether iujeclionsi or internal medicines, mercurials, purgativeSi 
or astringents, it often happens that the formation of pus shall continuei 
and prove more tedious and difficult of cure than the original disease. 
For as 1 hive already observed, the venereal inflammation is of such a 
nature as to. go off of itself, or to wear itself out; or, in other words, it 
is such ^n action, of the living powers as can subsist only for a certain 
time. But this is not the case with a gleet, which seems to take its rise 
from a habit of action which the parts have contracted, and as they have 
no disposition to lay aside this action it of course is continued; for we 
find in those gonorrhceas which last long, or are tedious in their cure, 
that this habit is more rooted than in those ^hich go off soon. 

This disease however has not always the disposition to go on, for it 
often appears to stop of itself, even after every method has been inef- 
fectually used. It is most probable that this arises from some accidental 
changes in the constitution, not at all depending upon the nature of 
the disease itself. ' 

I have suspected that there was something of a scrofulous action in 
some gleets. We find frequently that a derangement of the natural ac*- 
lions of a part will be the cause of that part falling into some new dis- 
eased action, to which there may be a strong tendency in the constitu* 
tion. We find that a cold falling on the eyes produces a scrofulous 
weakness in those parts, with a considerable discharge. There are often 
scrofulous swellings in the tonsils from the same cause. 

This opinion of the nature of some gleets is strengthened by the me- 
thods of cure ; for we find that the sea-bath cures more gleets than the 
common cold-bath^ or any other mode of bathing. I have never yet 
tried the internal use of those medicines which are generally given in 
the scrofula ; but I have Ibund sea-water diluted, and iised as an injec« 
tion, cure some gleets^ though it was not always eifectual. 
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A gleet is generally understood to arise from a weakness; this cer- 
tainly gives us no idea oFthe disease, and indeed there is none which 
can he annexed to the expression. By mechanical weakness is under* 
stood the not being able to pei form some act ion, or sustain some force; 
by animal weakness, the same; but when the expression is applied to 
the animaPs performing an uncommon, or an additional action, I do not 
perfectly understand it. 

Upon this idea of weakness depended in a great measure the method 
of cure; but we shall find that the treatment founded on this idea, is so 
far fcom answering in all cases, that it often does harm, and a contrary 
practice is successful. 

A gleet differs from a gonorrhoea, first in this, that though a conse- 
quence of it, it is perfectly innocent with respect to infection. Second^ly, 
when it is a true gleet it is generally different in some of the constilueqt 
parts of the discharge, which consists of globular bodies floating or wrapt 
in a slimy mucus instead of a serum. But the urethra is so circum* 
stanced as easily to fall back into the formation of pus, and this com* 
monly happens upon the least increase of exercise, eating or drinking 
indigestible food, or any thing, which increases the circulation or heats 
the patient. The virus however, 1 believe, does not return; but of this 
I am not certain, for there are cases that make ij v.^ry doubtful, as was 
before observed. 

lam inclined to suspect that a gleet arises from the surface of the 
urethra only, and not from the glands; for 1 have observed in several 
instances, that when the passage has just been cleared either by the dis- 
charge of urine, or by the use of an injection; a lascivious idea has 
caused the natural slinie to flow very pure, which I do suppose would 
not have happened if the parts secreting the liqjuor had assisted in form- 
ing the gleet. A gentleman has a gleet occasionally attended with pain 
in making water, it is brought on by sitting in a post chaise, if he sits 
on the cushion, but not if he sits on a hard seat ; it never comes ou afte^ 
riding on horse-back, but he believes that riding u|X)n a padded saddle, 
would produce »t- .^ 

A gleet is supposed to' be an attendant upori'what we call a relaxed 
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constitution ; but I can hardly say that I have observed this to be the case ; 
at least, I have seen instances, where I should have expected such a ter- 
mination of a gonorrhoea if this had been a general cause, but did not 
find it so ; and I have seen it in strong constitutions, at legist in appear- 
ance, in every other respect. Gleets do not in all cases arise from preced- 
ing gonorrhoeas, but sometimes from other diseases of the urethra. A 
stricture in the urethra is I believe almost always attended with a gleet: 
it sometimes arises also Irom a disease in the prostate gland. r 

When a gleet does not arise from any evident cause, nor can be spp-r , 
posed to be a return of a Ibrnier gleet in consequence of a gonorrhoea, a 
stricture, or diseased prostate gland is to be suspected; and. inquirv^ 
should be made into the circumstances of makmg water, whether the 
stream is smaller than common? whether there be any difficulty ip 
voiding it? and whether the calls to make it are frequent? If thei;« 
should be such symptoms, a bougie of a size rather less than the com- 
mon, ought to be used, which will, if there is a stricture, stop when it 
reaches it; and if it passses on to the bladder with tplerable case, the 
disease is probably in the prostate gland, which should be next examined* 
But more fully of both these complaints hereafter. 
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The specific power of inUmal medicines upcb tliose patffois nolvery 
f^ireatf however We fkni lba4 some of thenriy such as the bakaros^ torpctr* 
lines,. cautharideS|&c« are of use, €si>ecialty in sU^t casct« I think I 
have been able to ascertain this fact, that when the balsams, tut])eti^mc^ 
or cautharktes, are of service, they are almost inimediately so ; thercfbre 
if upon trial they are not found to^ lessen, oi^ tolally remove the gleet im 
five or six days^ I h»ve never contiid%>€id them longer. And even Mtbete 
they have either lessened or totally removed the ^eet in that time H 
will often recur upon leaving them off, and therefore they should^ be 
continued for some time after the symptoms have disafppeared. I.bavie 
known cases where the gleet has disappeared imwedialdy npM 
taking the balsam capivi, and recurred opefn kavtng U off j and I have 
also seen where that medieine has kept k off for.m*rc thao d mdnthf 
and yet it has recurred immediately upon laying it aside, and stopped 
again as quickly, upon having recourse to it. la such cased tbe^ otha 
methods of cure should be tried. The balsams may either, be' givcil 
alone, or minted with other substances so as flo make tbero l^s dkBgfft»* 
I able. — I believe that the balsam of capaiyi cures a gleet more peratM^ 

nently than injections, its action being. specifically upon the partsv 

The general strengtheners of the habit need only be given when the 
parts act merely as parts of that habit, and by disposing ihe whole: to 
act properly, these parts are also disposed to act in the siune way»;SUQli 
are the cold- bath, sea-bathing, the bark, steel, &c. 

Astringents^ taken into the constitution have no great powers^ 3nd if 
they bad, they might be very improper, as any bhiiig. tli^t. could adi 
with powers in the constitution equal to what would benecessaryhere^ 
roiglu very much affect many natural operations in the ania>ali08oonomy. 
The ^stringent gums, and salt of steel, are commouly given^ 

U. OF THE LOCAL METHOD OF GVRE. 

The second mode of cure is by local applications; these mi^y be di- 
vided into four, whicl) arc, specifics, astringents^ irritating^ medicin^t^ 
sind such as act by derivation. 
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The specifics applied locally, we may reasonably suppose will have 
giTater effects thati when given internally, because they may be applied 
Btrohger than can safely be thrown into the circulation ; and I think I 
have had experience of this. 

The astringents commonly used are^ the decoction of the bark, white 
vitriol, alum, and preparations of lead. The aqua vitriolica coerulea, of 
the London Dispensatory, diluted wuh eight times its quantity of water, 
makes a very good astringent injecti(>n. The same observations that I 
made on the specifics are applicable to the astringents ; I believe tnat 
they act nearly in the same manner, and have the same effect. What 
their mode of action is 1 can hardly say. 

When either of these methods have been used, and have had the de- 
sired effect, they should be continued for a consicferable time after the 
symptoms have disappeared, and the time must be in proportion to the 
duration of the complaint, or the i'requency of its returns. If it has 
been of long standing, we may be sure that the disposition for such a 
complaint is strong ; and if it has returned frequently, upon the least 
increase df circulation, we may expect the same thing to happen again ; 
therefore to correct the bad habits, it is necessary to continue the medi- 
cihes for a considerable time. 

' Irritating applications are either injections or bougies, simple, or me- 
dicated with irritating medicines; violent exercise maybe considered 
as having the same effect. Such applications should never be used till 
the other methods have been fully tried and found unsuccessful. They 
differ iirom the foregoing by producing at first a great discharge than the 
one they are intended to cure ; and the increased discharge may or may 
not continue as long as the application is used. It becomes, therefore 
necessary to inquire how long they are to be used to produce a cure of 
the gleet. That time will generally be in proportion to the violence 
used, and the nature of the parts which form the matcer; and accord- 
ing to the disposition being strong or weak joined to its duration, and 
the gtcatcr or less irritability of the parts. If the parts are either weak 
or iiTitable, or both, an irritating injection should not be used; if 
strong, and not irritable, it may be used with safety. In this last case, if 
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it is an injection that stimulates very considerably, perhaps using it 
twice, or thrice, may be sufficient. I knew a gentleman who threw inlo 
the urethra, for a gleet of two years standing, Goulard's extract of lead 
undiluted, which produced a most violent inflammation, but when t hi j 
inflammation went off, the gleet was cured. Two grains of corrosive 
sublimate to eight ounces of water is a very good irritating injection. 

If it is a gleet of old standing it may require a week or more to re* 
move it, even with an irritating injection; and if the injection is less 
irritating, so as to give but little pain, and increase the discharge in a 
small degree, it may require a fortnight. But one precaution is veryne* 
cessary respecting the use of irritating injections ; it should be first known 
if possible, that they will do no harm. To know this may be difficult in 
many cases, but the nature of the parts is to be ascertained as nearly as 
possible, that is, whether they had ever been hurt before by such treat- 
ment ; whether they were so susceptible of irritation, as that the irrita- 
tion would run along the urethra and produce symptoms in the bladder ; 
for in siKh cases I think irritating applications do not answer, but on 
the contrary, often produce worse disorders than those they were meant 
to cure. 

Bougies may be classed with the irritating applications, and in many 
cases they act very violently as such They appear to be more effica- 
cious than injections, but they require a longer time to produce their full 
effect. A simple, or unmedicated bougie, is in general sufficient for the 
cure of a gleet, and requires a month or six weeks application before the 
cure can be depended on. If they are made to stimulate otherwise than 
as extraneous bodies, then a shorter time will generally be sufficient ; 
probably the best mode of medicating them, would be by mixing a little 
turpentine, or a little camphire with the composition, so as to act speci- 
fically on the parts ; but great care should be taken not to irritate too 
much. 

The size of the bougie should be smaller than the common, and need 
only be five or six inches long, as it seldom happens that a greater ex* 
i€ut of the urethra has \he disposition for gleet ; although no harm will 
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arise from passing a bougie of the common length through the whole 
extent of the urethra. 

In the cure of gleet attempted by means of the bougie, we have no 
certain rules to direct us when it should be left off; as the discharge 
will often continue as long as the bougie is used. If upon leaving off 
the bougie after having used it for several weeks, the running stops, 
then we may hope there is a cure performed ; but if it should not be in 
the least diminished, it is more than probable that bougies will not 
effect a cure, and therefore it is hardly necessary to have recourse to 
them again; yet if the gleet is in part diminished, it will be right to 
begin again, and ptx>bably it may be proper to increase the irritating 
quality of the bougie to suit it to the diminished irritability of tlie 
pa Its. 

The fourth mode of cure is by sympathy, or by producing an irrita* 
(ton in another part of the body, which shall destroy the mode of action 
in the uret^hra. 

I knew a case of obstinate gleet attended with very disagreeable sen- 
sations in the urethra, especially at the time of making water, removed 
cntiiely by two chancres appearing upon the glans. The gentleman 
had taken all the medicines commonly recommended, and had applied 
the bougie, without effect. 

A gentleman informed me that he had cured two persons of gleets^ 
by applving a blister to the underside of the urethra, and I have known 
several gKcts of old standing, after having baffled all common attempts* 
cuird by electricity. All these different methods of cure alter the dis* 
|k»hHiou of the part. 

hi wluievcr way the cure is attempted, rest or quietness in most cases 
U K^i jiUMt i oitsaiueiice ; for as I have observed, exercise is often a 
i<iu\v\ xM w\\ ol its continuance, but of its increase ami return. But 
[\\s\ uU I u not to be loo rigidly adhered to, especially in cases which 
liiw bvv»> iKsUtd unsuccessfully; as 1 have known some that have 
^\^\ hiuuv Ji UvK ^tU by tnding on horseback after long disuse of that 



OF GONORRHOEA. 



U5 



Regularity and moderation in eating and drinking should be particu- 
larly attended to, for irregularities of this kind either hinder tlie cure or 
bring on a return of the disease. 

Connection with women often causes a return, or increase of gleet, and 
in such cases it gives suspicion of a fresh infection ; but I believe the 
difference between this, and a i*i*esii infection is, that the return will 
follow the connection so close, as to be almost immediate, and that cir* 
en mstance joined with the other symptoms will in general ascertain the 
nature of the discharge. 

III. OF GLEETS IK WOMEN. 

This disease is mora frequent iii women than ^meo, at least a discbaxige 
from the vagina is very common in tbem, which probably will.be called 
a giect, when following a venereal taint, although only thc'ftimrulbus^ 
The cure of the gleet in women is nearly the sanie ais in omu, except 
in the use of what I have called specifics to the parts; for as. the gleet 
in women is priticipally from the vagina, I believe that this part is not 
mor6 affected by the turpentines than other parts are. Neither can we 
use the bougie in cases of gleet in the vagina ; and, when the ^gleet Js 
only from the tirethra, I imagine it is hardly ever attended ta in wotiien. 
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This symptom, I have already observed, often remains ^ftcr ^vcry mark 
of the true virus is removed, and may or may not be an attendant on 
on any of the oi^hei* continuing sy m()toins, 

Rubbing the part externally with mercurial ointment may be of ser- 
ricc, mbA if joined wi til carophirc, i^is powers wiU be cnfieaiSf^. I have 
koowfi eltciricity cure a cbordee of Joug standing* If it is. the spasmodic 
obord^ tha( r^naii^, ba<rk idiuukl be fiiven. 



< « I * • 



i'f- 



[1113 



PART HL 



CHAPTER L 

OF DISEASES SUPPOSED TO ARISE IN CONSEQUENCE OF 
VENEREAL INFLAMMATION IN THE URETHRA OF MEN. 

CxONORRuoEA either produces, or is supposed to produce, many disor- 
ders besides those already mentioned, and which are totally diflereni 
from the original disease. How far they do all, or any of them, ari^e ia 
consequence of this disease, is not clear; but as they are diseases of the 
urethra, and are both numerous and im|>ortant, I mean to treat fully of 
them in this place. If any of these diseases arbe from^ gonorrhoea, they 
are most probably not the consequences of any specific quality in the 
venereal poison, but are such as might be produced by any common in- 
flammation in those parts, as was observ^ed of the conlinued symptoms. 

In this investigation we shall find some of the complaints arising out 
of each other, so that there is frequently a series of them. Thus a 
stricture of the urethra produces an irritable bladder, a frequent desire 
to make water, increased strength of the bladder, a dilatation of the 
urethra between the bladder and stricture, ulceration, fistula in perinaeo, 
dilatation of the ureters and enlargement of the pislvis of the kidneys, 
besides other complaints that are sympathetic, such as swellings of the 
testicle, and of the glands in the groin. 

I shall treat of the diseases of those parts in the order in which they 
most commonly arise. It may be ol>served that most of these diseases, 
especially the diminution of distensibility in the bladder, attack men 
advanced beyond middle age, although many if not all of them are at 
times found ia younger men, and the circumstance of their appearing 
at this period, arises probably in some degree from a long habit of an 
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unnatural mode 6riife'producihg many diseases, snich as gout; for oei^ 
tainly such complaints do not so frequently take place among the more 
uncivilized nations. 

The most frequent disease in the urethra is an obstruction to the pas^ 
sage of the urine ; it happens both in young and old, although most fnei* 
quently in the latter. Before I begin to treat of this sulyect, I shall, for 
the better uhderstanditl|^ of the whole, make some observations on the 
uses of (his passage in its natural state. 

It may first be observed, that the urethra in man is employed for two 
purposes, and on this occasion I may be allowed to make the following 
general remark, that nature has not been able to apply any one part to 
(wo purposes with advantage, as might be illustrated in many instances 
in different animals. The animals whose legs are adapted both for swim- 
ming, and walking, are not good at either, as seals, ottei's, ducks, and 
geese; the animals also whose legs are intended both for walking and 
flying, are but badly formed for either, as the bat ; the same observations 
are applicable to hsh, forthefIyingfishneicherswims,norQIes well; and 
whenever parts intended for such double functions are diseased, both orders 
of functions arc performed imperfectly. This is immediately applicable 
to the urethra, for it is intended for two purposes, as a canal or passage, 
both for the urine, and the semen. The urine requires the simplest of ali 
canalS) and of no greater length than the distance from the bladder to 
the external surface, as we find the urethra in women, birds, the am- 
phibia, and fish; but the passage for the semen in the quadruped 
required to be a complicated canal, and of a length capable of convey-^ 
ing the semen to the female, provided with many additional and neces- 
sary parts, as the corpus spongiosum urethra^ muscuH acceteralores^ CoW" 
pers glands^ prostate gland^ and vesicula seminales. As all these parts 
are superadded for the purposes of generation, and as the diseases of this 
canal are principally seated in them, we must at once see how much the 
urinary organs must suffer from a connection with parts so numerous, 
and so liable to disease; and what adds to the evil is, that the actions of 
the urinary organs are constant^ and absolutely necessary for the well-- 
being of the machine ; whereas the evacuation of the semen takes place 
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OF DISEASES SUPPOSED TO ARISE IN CONSEQUENCE OF 
VENEREAL INFLAMMATION IN THE URETHRA OF MEN. 

OoNORRHOEA either produces, or is supposed to produce, many disor- 
ders besides those already mentioned, and which are totally different 
from the original disease. How far they do all, or any of them, arise in 
consequence of this disease, is not clear; but as they are diseases of the 
urethra, and are both numerous and important, I mean to treat fully of 
them in this place. If any of these diseases arise from^ gonorrhoea, they 
are most probably not the consequences of any specific quality in the 
venereal poison, but are such as might be produced by any common in- 
flammation in those parts, as was observed of the continued symptoms. 

In this investigation we shall find some of the complaints arising out 
of each other, so that there is frequently a series of them. Thus a 
stricture of the urethra produces an irritable bladder, a frequent desire 
to make water, increased strength of the bladder, a dilatation of the 
urethra between the bladder and stricture, ulceration, fistula in perinaeo, 
dilatation of the ureters and enlargement of the pislvis of the kidneys, 
besides olher complaints that are sympathetic, such as swellings of the 
testicle, and of the glands in the groin. 

I shall treat of the diseases of those parts in the order in which they 
most commonly arise. It may be observed that most of these diseases, 
especially the diminution of distensibility in the bladder, attack men 
advanced beyond middle age, although many if not all of them are at 
times found in younger men, and the circumstance of their appearing 
at this period, arises probably in some degree from a long habit of an 
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unnatural mode oFlife producihg many diseases, such as gout; for oei^ 
tainly such complaints do not so frequently take place among the mora 
uncivilJzed nations. 

The most frequent disease in the ufethra is an obstruction to the pas^ 
sage of the urine ; it happens both in young and old, althotigh most fue^ 
quently in the latter. Before IF^ej^in to treat of this sulyect, I shall, for 
the better uhderstanditl|^ of the whole, make some observations on the 
uses of (his passage in its natural state. 

It may first be observed, that the urethra in man is employed for two 
purposes, and on this occasion I may be allowed to make the following 
general remark, that nature has not been able to apply any one part to 
(wo purposes with advantage, as might be illustrated in many instances 
in different animals. The animals whose legs are adapted both for swim- 
ming, and walking, are not good at either, as seals, otlei's, ducks, and 
geese; the animals also whose legs are intended both for walking and 
flying, are but badly formed for either, as the bat ; the same observations 
are applicable to fish, fortheflyingfishneicherswims,norQ[es well; and 
whenever parts intended forsuch double functions arediseased,bothorders 
of functions arc performed imperfectly. This is immediately applicable 
to the urethra, for it is intended for two purposes, as a canal or passage, 
both for the urine, and the semen. The urine requires the simplest of ali 
canals, and of no greater length than the distance from the bladder (o 
the external surface, as we find the urethra in women, birds, the am- 
phibia, and fish; but the passage for the semen in the quadruped 
required to be a complicated canal, and of a length capable of convey-^ 
ing the semen to the female, provided with many additional and neces- 
sary parts, as the corpus spongiosum urethra^ muscuH acceleralores^ CoW" 
pers glandsj prostate gland^ and vesicula seminales. As all these parts 
are superadded for the purposes of generation, and as the diseases of this 
canal are principally seated in them, we must at once see liow much the 
urinary organs must suffer from a connection with parts so numerous » 
and so liable to disease; and what adds to the evil is, that the actions of 
the urinary organs are constant, and absolutely necessary for the wellr 
being of the machine ; whereas the evacuation of the semen takes place 
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only during a certain portion of lifci is then only occasional, and never 

essentially necessary to the existence of the individual. The force of 

this observation is at once seen by making the comparison between the 

inconveniences that attend the expulsion of the urine in the male, and 

in the femalie. 

The canal of the urethra is liable to such diseases as are capable of 

preventing in some degree the passage of the urine through it; and in 
some of these diseases the passage at last becomes completely obstructed. 
In all cases there is a diminution of the size of the canal, but in difiTerent 
ways. There are five modes of obstruction, four of which are drseases 
of the passage itself, the fifth is a consequence of the diseases of other 
parts. Three of the former are a lessening of the diameter of the pas- 
sage ; the fourth an excrescence in the passage ; the fifth arises from 
the sides being compressed, which may be done either by exterior con^ 
tiguous swellings, or by a swelhng of the prostate gland.* 

1. OF STRICTURES. 

The three first I shall now consider^ of which the first is the true per- 
manent stricture arising from an alteration in the structure of part of the 
urethra. The second is a mixed case, composed of a permanent stricture 
and spasm. The third is the true spasmodic stricture. Most obstructions 
to the passage of the urine, if not all, are attended with nearly the same 
symptoms, so that there are hardly sufficient marks for distinguishing 
the different causes. Few take notice of the first symptoms of a stricture 
till they have either become violent, or have been the cause of other in- 
conveniences : for instance, a patient shall have a considerable stricture 
M'ithout observing that he does not make water freely ; he shall even 
have in consequence of a stricture, a tendency to inflammation, and 
suppuration in the perineum, and not feel any obstruction to the pas* 

* Many other kinds of obstruction are described by authors, none of which I have ever 
seen ; and as probably I have opened more urethras after death, where there was an obstroc* 
tion of the passage, than all the authors who have written on this subject, I am inclbed to 
believe thai they wrote from imagination only. 
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sage of his urine, nor suspect that he has any other complaint but the 
inflammation in the perinaeum. In all of these obstructions the stream 
of water becomes small, and that in proportion to the obstruction; but 
this symptom, though probably it is the first, is not always observed 
by the patient. In some, the water is voided only in drops, and then it 
cannot escape notice ; in others the stream of urine is forked, or scat- 
tered: under sucli circumstances the passage should be examined with 
a bougie;^ and, if one of a common size passes with tolerable ease, the 
fifth .cause of obstruction is to be suspected, which will most probably 
be found' to be a swelled prostate gland; for any other caude that can 
produce a compression of the sides of the urethra, sufficient to obstruct 
the urine, will be known to the patient, such as a tumor forming any 
where along the canal, or an inflammation along its sides; therefore ilf 
neither of these are known to exist, the prostate gland slioi^ld be ex« 
amined, as will be described. hereafter. ^ 

The spasmodic obstrbction will commonly explain itself^'wheri the 
symptoms are well investigated ; for the obstruction arising from this 
cause will* not be permanent^' These obstructions, but more particularly 
that from a permanent stricture, is generally attended witK a discharge 
of matter or a' gleet. This is often considered by the patient as the whole 
disease, and he applies to the surgeon for the cure of a gleet. The sur- 
geon often goes on attempting the cure of this disease; but not succeed- 
ing, at iast other symptoms are observed, and a stricture is suspected 
eiuier by the surgeon 'or patient. In diseases of this passage, and also of 
ttie prostate gland and bladder, there is commonly an uneasiness^ about 
the perinxum, alius, arid lower part of the abdomen, and the person 
can hardly cross his legs without pain. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF DISEASES SUPPOSED TO ARISE IN CONSEQUENCE OF 
VENEREAL INFLAMMATION IN THE URETHRA OF MEN. 

GrONORRHOEA either produces, or is supposed to produce, many disor- 
ders besides those already mentioned, and which are totally different 
from the original disease. How far they do all, or any of them, arise in 
consequence of this disease, is not clear; but as they are diseases of the 
urethra, and are both numerous and important, I mean to treat fully of 
them in this place. If any of these diseases arise from^ gonorrhoea, they 
are most probably not the consequences of any specific quality in the 
venereal poison, but are such as might be produced by any common in- 
flammation in those parts, as was observed of the continued symploms. 

In this investigation we shall find some of the complaints arising out 
of each other, so that there is frequently a series of them. Thus a 
stricture of the urethra produces an irritable bladder, a frequent desire 
to make water, increased strength of the bladder, a dilatation of the 
urethra between the bladder and stricture, ulceration, fistula in perinaeo^ 
dilatation of the ureters and enlargement of the pelvis of the kidneys, 
besides other complaints that are sympathetic, such as swellings of the 
testicle, and of the glands in the groin. 

I shall treat of the diseases of those parts in the order in which they 
most commonly arise. It may be observed that most of these diseases, 
especially the diminution of distensibility in the bladder, attack men 
advanced beyond middle age, although many if not all of them are at 
times found in younger men, and the circumstance of their appearing 
at this period, arises probably in some degree from a long habit of an 



Uicm baweyer sometime? orj.tlii^ side of the bulb^.but veiy.seldonoul^ 
yond it. I never jsaw a strieiure in that pait.of the urethra whtckp^s- 
su^ through the prolate >g] and • ^^^ the. bulbi besides b€ing.]lih^ ^^^^*9^ 
frequent, seat of. this disease, has likewise the strictures formed there.oC 
the worst kind. They ^re. generally slow in forming, it being ofteiji. 
years from their being perceived before they become very, troublesome^, 

The same, stricture is not at all limes.equally bad ; for we find.tbat in. 
warm.^'ejithcr it is not. nqarly.^o troublesome as in cold; these. changes, 
are often very quick : a.cold dayi eyea an. hour .of cold weathei:>,a^l 
prpduc;e. a change, ^in tl;iefn; and the same stricture is almpsit.^lwayj. 
worse in winter than in summery however, this observatiou is not. free, 
from.expeptions. L knew one, case, that was always worse, in the, summer. 
There are other circuinstance8,besi49a,cold thatj;pake.a,stric^ri9 won^ 
ageiitlemanwhohad an.ague^ajways found the stricture, increased. dur« 
ing the fiu. it is also increased by ddnldng, violent exfira^c,an4 by the 
rejtentjon of urine after an inclination to void it. This last cause is oftea. 
sogrcaias to procjuce a total stoppage for a time. It is sometioies . 
rendered much worse by a small calculus passing from the blad^eri of . 
the formation of which this stricture was probably the cause. The; 
calculus not being able to pass will produce a total stoppage of urine,., 
the cause.of which can hardly be known at the time.; <u^li£ kno.wtii. 
could. not be remedied without an operation** 

It is iii^^Qssible, to say what. is the cause of that alteration in ihe.stnue? . 
tureol the: urethra, which diminishes the canal: it has been ascribed to 
thci elTects of the venereal disease, and often to the method of cure; but 
I doubt very much if it commonly, or even ever, arises from these causes ;. 
yet as most men hav^ had venereal complaints somP time or other^^itis , 
natural tq ascribe the stricture to them : and therefore it may be ye^ 
difficult, to refute this opinipq« Many rpasonsi however can be given why 
we should, suppose that it is pot commonly a consequence of a venereal . 
inflammation. . Stricture . are common IQ. most. passage^ iatue bufnan 
body,,; fh^y. are ofteo.Vxb^. found in tlie, oesopht^u?; in tbe iofesUo^, 
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ei^pecfaily the rectum; in the anus; in the prepuce, prodncmg phy-^ 
nibsi^; ih the lachrymal duct, producing thedisease called fistula lachry- 
malis, where no disease had previously e!^isted. They sot^ietimes hap-' 
peri in the urdhi*a where no venereal complaint had ever been ; I hive 
se^n^ari instan(;e of this kind in a young man of nineteen who^ad'liad 
tfa^ complaint for eight years, and which therefore began when oiily 
eleven y (Bars of age. It was treated at first as stonci or grivcl. He was 
of a scrofulous habit, the li()s thick, the eyeis sore, a thickened cofnea of 
one eyii, and of a weak habit. This' stficture was in the usual place/ 
about the membranous ^)an of the urethra. 1 havb'seen an 'instan(:e of 
a stricture in the urethra of a boy of four years, and a fistula in perinasQ 
in consequence of it. They are as cbnimon to those Who have had the 
gonorrhoea slight, as those who have' it i^iolentty. 

I knew a younfg gentleman who had a very bad stricturd ; he had had 
several gonorrhoeas, but they were so sligjht that they seldom lasted a 
week ; lior in any of them did the' pain extend beyond the frasnum, but 
the stricture was abolit the membranous part ; cases of this kind occur 
every day. They are never found to come on during the venereal in- 
flammation, nor for some time after the infection is gone. There have 
been thirty, and sometimes forty, years between the cure of a gonorrhoea 
and the beginning of a stricture, the health being all that time perfectly 
good. If they arose in consequence Of the venereal inflammation we 
might expect to find them of some extent, because the venereal inflam- 
mation extends some way ; and we should also expect to find them 
most frequent in that part of the urethra, which is most commonly the 
seat of the venereal disease; but I remarked before, that they are not 
80 frequent there, as they are in other parts of the urethra. 

It is supposed by many that strictures arise from the use of irijections 
in the cure of gonorrhoea, but this opinion appears to be founded in 
prejudice ; for I have seen as many strictures after gonorrhoeas that have 
been cured without injections, as after those cured with them. 

These modes of accounting for strictures give no explanation of ttidsei" 
where there has been no previous gonorrhoea, or where the gonorrhoea 
has not been cured by injections*; and indeed if we consider the mode 
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qf cure of strictures^ M-e must see that an injecti6n is a mild application 
4o the urethra, compared lo a bougie ; yet a bougie has never been slip- 
)M)sfed, or known to foe the cause of a^ stricture. Further, some have in- 
jected ^by mistake very irritating liquors, such as the undiluted extract 
jof lead, aiid caustic alkali^ without giving the least tendency towards a 
stricture, although they produced violent inflammation, and even slough- 
ing *of the inteitial membrane of the urethra. 

By many they have been 'supposed to have arisen from the healing of 
ulceh in the urethra ; hot as I never saw an ulcer in these parts, except 
m consequence of a stricture, and as I do not' believe there ever is an 
ulcer in the case of a cooimon gonorrhoea, I can hardly attribute them 
to that cause. ^ h1 >'■. 
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The bougie, with its application, is perhaps one of the greatest improve* 
ments in sui^ery which these last tfaiity or forty years have produced. 
When I compare the practice of the present day with what it was in the 
year 1 750^ it hardly appears to be the same disease we are treating. I 
rqme/9ber about that time when I attended the first hospitals in this 
city, the .common bougies were either a piece, of lead* or a, small wax 
candle ; and although the present bougie was known at that time, yet a 
due preference was, not given, or ils particular merit understood, as we 
may see from the publications of that time. 

. Daran was the first who improved the bougie and brought it into ge- 
neral use. He wrote professedly on the diseases, for which it is a cure, 
and also of the manner of preparing it ; but he has introduced so much 
absurdity in his descriptions of the diseases, the modes of treatment, and 
of the powers and composition of his bougies, as to cieate disgust; yet 
this absurdity has been much more effectual in introducing the bougie 

* ^'hbfi lead was used' in place of bougies, it has happened that a piece of the end has 
broken off m the bladder,'which baft been dissolved by throwing quicksiUer into that viscQf. 
I BUspecteU'that qnick«fflver could not come in contact with lead while b water so as lo dis- 
iolTe it, bat opoo making the experiment 1 found it did« 
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g|^{S«()s«>>^uUi hav6iU€$fiv Such extravagaot rocpn)m«lcMiMi9i» ^ 
particular remedies! are nob at >jill. tinties; without^ their u^et biocuA^lkw 
wouki have suU bceo praijkb6dcwith)iaau.tiaovi(it/had.iaQt been foiMlwi 
enthu3Msm of the SuUons. . Preparations of /lead would not have b€4a. 
so universally; apj^icd if theiy" had not been recotnineiided by Goulard 
in the most extravagant terms ;. nor. would the hemlock have come ifito 
such general use if ils true merits idnly had heeo heidforth* » Imprave- 
ments^reoftenover^ratedi but they come to: ihetr true vaiue ai lasliS 
Skiitton.has told us,, that the cold regimen iu extreme:is^ iuhQiieiy betien 
than. the okli method ; but fcomi general pracsbice. we hstv^ Jeatafid tbit 
moderation is best, which is all we yet know. 

When Daran published his observations on the bougie, every surgeon 
set to work to discover the cof upqsition,. and each conceived that he^had 
found it out from the bougies he had made producing the effects de« 
scribed by Daran. ; It never ojccurred. to them tba,t.aoy oxtraneou^biody 
of tbe.siAifiie )»|iiapQ'.aiid cotiaistien^ef would do the isame^ thifig> 



II. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE PERMANENT S^FJUGT^UR^. 

The cure of the permanent stricture is, I belrcve, to be acconiplished 
only by local applications ; mercury has been giveii upon the erroneous 
supposition of its b^ing venereal, but without success. The care isr either' 
a dilatation of the contracted part, or a destruction of it by ulceration^ 
or escharotics The dilatation is performed by the bougie, and seldom or 
never allbrds more than a temporary cure ; for although the passage may 
be dilated sufficiently for the urine to pass, yet there is always the original- 
tendency for contraction, which generally recurs sooner or later.* The- 
ulcerative process is also effected by a bougie, and the destruction by- 

* In ca^ of fljtrUfUfe whcjn a patent applies for relief, pt maj,Qf(e& bt proper ;to inquire 
into ihe history of (he case^ previous to the passing of a boogie ; especially to enquire if he 
ever oscd bougies* before; if b^hasytben ip ^nqqire/iato, tbp xesQ^t|;.if; i\i^f p^sfl^d readily, 
or if. they did not pi^iS.th«,slricM«rei9^ aU:i if;tb&fiirst^ UieanpiDif^ faribfi: need, be asked* ( 
but if tbe lasty thervenqwe.if li^ or bis isttt^j^ppqf.obserred, that thiey|W0Te>gafJo;rig;grpupdl.witb. 
Ihe bougie, viz. if ibe bougie weotJortlifyr i«)pl}efora^.tbcgrvlei^jt o^<tJ^I^, a^fim^tii^Q^ 
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idsefaarofticft^ as by meam of canstics^as the:>kHiar icausda. It. often liaf^^ 
IDPens^in strictures that the<palssage is sa dimimshed as .hardly: to Hlom 
aki^ water to pass^ prodlicing)dften. a. total; stoppage ; ndr will a ihougie 
immediately pass, and if it can be made to pass, tyetJiolf alter follows it 
«dito withdrawh/ :In such 'cases! diettfofe w» jnust have roeounse to 
toiiipoiBryci-elidf ; sucfaias the Mrarmibath) whkh tcoitiiteractaithe. effeote 
^fcold, and quiets any spasms that may have 4;aken place in the parts, 
and velysters 'with lopium, which have still imore .effect.. Producing 
anievacuatiomby stoolf^often dcbsens the spasm, for 'a::spasiiiQdic sup* 
pressioh of 'urine often. arises frapi;axonstLpationi even wbetie^tiierei is 
noisbricture. 

^Probably a blister to the prainaeum will be of aing|ular;fiervicei Jf there 
be titnje for its xjperation. 

The cure by dilataiioo is I imagine principally mechlanipad when per- 
formed i:^ bougies, whose powers are in ^MieraMikeithose of a wedge ; 
however « their 'Ultimate effect i8)not alwaysiso aimpk, as that o^ja wodgto 
ufMUi inanimate matter:; for pressure produces action :of the :anima^ 
po«Mnry«itlfer taadapitthe parts'to their new position, or to recede by 
uloersltion', which gives us two irery different effects icf^a^bougie,' andiof 
oourse'two different. iptbntions in arppHying them ; ; one to ^pcoduee idila- 
tation, ithe elherJulceration,'Whioh last is mot always* so jreadilyeff^ 

It generally happens, as has :been aheadyvobserved, that tthe.; disease 
bas^one comideiable lengths< before. applicattoni: has rbqen imade. >fQr a 
cure/ and therefore the. stricture has ibecom€..oonstdcroble,. Jn sp much 
that it is'jdftenwithrgreat difficulty! thatia)sniall bougie can be .made ^ to 
pass. ]f(die:ca9e^]&.sudvaawiUiMadily^ admit the domd^ofa^fliualLboiagie 
to jpass, Itot it'be ever^soc9mall,'the cure islhen iufour -power ; it often 
happens'however, that vthe^strictnneus such,! as will tresi^t th^e^passing of 
aamalbbongie sit firstyandeven after repeated trials. Yet it;is neqessaiy. 
toperseverecwith'the smalLbbugie,»for isomeiimes it ^happens th8(tv*(he 

4 

tben to ask bim bow £Eir. .If tbey have visibly gained ground without getting through the 
stActure, t am afraid that the use of Ihe bougie must not be pursued, because it is most pro- 
baUe 4hat a new pa8flage'faas4)eeti fom^^ .whidi imakes the paslhig of the hDiigie kilo 
the stricture imposnble 
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passage through the strictore is not in a line with the! urethra stiel^ 
which of course obstructs the bougie;^ such strictures I suspect are not 
equally placed all round so as to throw the small passage remaining into 
the centre of the canal. 

In many cases where the stricture is very considerable^ we are often 
teazed with occasional spasms, which will either refuse the bougie alto? 
gcther, or oinly let a very small one pass ; though at another timb! thdy 
will admit one larger : in such cases I have been able to get the point of 
the bougie sometimes to enter, by rubbing the perinaeuni externally 
with the finger of one hand while I pushed the bougie on with' the 
other. This, though it does not always succeed, yet is worth trying. 
Whether it alters the position of the stricture so as to give eiitrancei to 
the point of the bougie, or by sympathy removes the spasm, I will' not 
absolutely determine, but I believe it rather acts by sympathy. 

In such cases of spasm in the stricture^ I have often succeeded by 
letting the bougie remain a little while close to the stricture, and then 
pushing it on ; this mode so often succeeds that it should always be at«* 
tempted when the bougie does not pass, or. only passes occasionally^ 
which will be mentioned more fully when on the spasihodic stricture. . 
Dipping the glans penis into coild water might probably take off the 
spasm, as it does sometimes.in common strangury, but this cannot be 
so easily done while a bougie is in the passage* 

In cases of a permanent stricture, though the bougie does not at first' 
pass, yet upon repeated trials it will every now and tlien find its way, 
which helps to render a future trial more certain and easy. :Yet, it too 
often happens, that the future success does not imotediately depend upouj 
passing the bougie once or: twice, for it shall pass . to*-day and^ not to- 
morrow; and this uncertainty shali' last' for weeks, notwithstanding! 
every trial we can make; I may however ob^rve^ that in gedeiral its. 
ititroduction bepomes gradually less difficult, and therrfore:.in no case, 
should we despair of success. . . 

It is imagined by some that the best time for trial in these cases is, 
just after making water, as the passage, is supposed to be clear and more 
in a straight line ; but this is not confirmed by practice4 
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It i& not an easy matter in cases where the passage is very smstU, tQ 
tell whether the bougie has entered the stricture or not ; for such slea«^ 
der bougies as must generally be used at first, bend so very easily that 
the intix)ducer is apt to think it is passing while it is only bending. A 
surgeon however should generally first make himself acquainted with 
the situation of the stricture, by a common sized bougie, and when.that^ 
is known he should try a smaller one, and when he comes to the stricture 
push gently, and for a little time only. If he has pressed so as to make th^. 
bougie pass further into the penis, he will know how far it has entered 
the stricture by takuig o£f the pressure from the bougie ; for if it recoil 
he may be sure that it has not passed, at least has not passed far, but 
only bent, for the natural elasticity of the bougie, and the direction of 
the passage having been altered by it, will force it back again. But if it 
remain fixed, and do not recoil, he may be sure that it has entered the 
stricture ; in using a very small bougie however, these observations do 
not so well apply, for it may be bending, or bent, without being percep* 
tible. It often happens that a bougie will enter only a little way, per- 
haps not more than one-tenth of an inch, and then bend if the pressure 
be continued. To: know whether this be the case it is necessary to 
withdraw the bougie and examine its end; if the end be blunted we 
may be sure the bougie has not entered in the least, but if it be flattened 
for an eighth or tenth of an inch, or grooved, or have its outer waxy 
coat pushed up for that length, or if there be a circular impression 
made upon the bougie where the stricture is, or only a dent on one side,, 
both of which last I suspect arise from spasm at the time, we may then 
be sure that it has passed as far as these appearances extend. It be- 
comes then necessary to introduce another exactly of the same size and 
in the same manner, and to let it temain as long as the patient can bear 
it, or convenience will allow ; and by repeating this the stricture will 
be overcome. Sometimes we can judge of its having entered the stric- 
ture, by pulling it gently out ; for if it slick a little at the first pull, we 
may be certain it has entered ; but the appearance of the bougie itself 
will give the best information.^ In such cases I have always directed 

* It may be remarked^ that there are some lacunas (Vide plate I. fig. fi ) near, and also a 

s 
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mypatietU to preserve the bougie for my inspection, exactly id the satne 
form in which it was when it was withdrawn ; but when it passes with 
ease this nicety is not necessary. 

The time, that each bougie should remain in the pas&agemust be d6^ 
termined by the feelings of the patient, for it should nev^r give pain if 
possible. Going beyond this point is destroying the intention, inoreas-^ 
ing the very symptoms that are meant to be relieved, and producing 
irritation, which for a time rendersthc further apph'cation of the bougie 
improper. While the bougie is passing, if the patient feel very acutely^ 
it should not be left in above five or ten minutes, or not so long if i| 
give great pain ; and each time of application should be lengthened sd 
gradually, as to be insensible to the feelings of the mind, and the irrita* 
bility of the parts. I have known it days, nay in many patients weeks, 
belbre^they could allow the4>ougie to remain in the passage five or ten 
minutes, and yet in time they have been able to bear it for hours, and 
at last without any difficulty. The best time to Jet a: bougie remain in the 
passage is when the patient has least to do; or in the momiog while he 
is in l>ed, provided he can pass it himself. 

The bougie should be increased in size according to the facility, with 
which the stricture dilates, and the ease, with which uhc patient beare 
the dilatation. If the parts are very fimi, or veiy Mritable, the increase 
of the size of the bougie should be slow, gradually stealing upon the 
parts, and allowing them to adapt their structure to the increased size» 
But, if tlu^ sensihilily of the parts will allow, the increase of the size of 
the bougie may be somewhat quicker, though never more quick than 

little way beyond the giant penis, which often stop the boogie, and give at first the idea ofa 
stricture* i have known them taken for such ; and when the bougie stops so near to the 
glans this is to be suspected, and therefore the direction of the point of the bougie should be 
varied, bearing it against tlie under side of the urethra. When the bougie stops in one of 
th^se iaciiiic 1 think that the patient appears to have more pain than froin.a real stricture. 
The valvular part of the prostate gland formed by disease(Vide plate V.) very often obstruct* 
the bougie, and is taken for a stricture by those who are not well acquainted with the differ- 
ent obstructions in this canal ; and by those who are, it is a means of discovering disease in' 
this part; and indeed, in a natural state of parts, I think i can tell when I cone to this part 
with a boogi^. , , 
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(he patient can bear with ease; the^in€rea9e should be' continued -till 
ihe largest sized bougie passes freely} nor should thi^ be laid aside, til) 
ail^er three weeks, or afirionlh, in order to habituate the dilated part to 

9 

itSrUew posttioni or to take off the )iabit of contracting from the part 98 
much as possible; but, as was observed before, the permanency of (his 
cure can seldom be depended upon. 

Instead of proceeding with the caution recommended, it h^ been 
practised with success for a time, to force a common sized bougie through 
a stricture, that only allowed a small one to pass. This, I suppose^ either 
tore the stricture, or weakened it by stretching it suddenly, so as to ren* 
der it unable to recover its contractile power for a considerable time 
after. I have seen where this has produced good effects^ and for a time 
removed the permanent stricture, and prevented spasm from taking 
place. This is^ a practice, however, which I have never tried ; always 
preferring the mild treatment where I could pass a bougie^ 
* I have known the passing of the bougie remove almost immediately, 
a swelling of the testicle which had arisen from the stricture ; therefore 
such a symptom should not prevent the use of the bougie. 

In cases of strictures, where ihe bougie is used, the patient is com- 
mon\y in other respects well, and is with difficulty persuaded to restrain 
from his common habits, often making. too free in eating, drinking^ an4 
exercise; which are all in many cases pernicious, more especially 
where inflammation ; and suppuration have taken place. It is therefore 
the duty of (he surgeon to restrict the patient for some time within cer-? 
tain bounds, till he finds by trials what the parts are capable of beaiing 
without producing inflammation. 

III. OF THE CURE OF STRICTURE BY ULCERATION. 

The cure of a stricture by means of ulceration is likewise eflected by a 
bougie ; this method may be employed both in cases where a bougie 
will pass, and where it will not In the first case there is not the same 
necessity for ulceration as iil the second, because where a bougie 
will pass there is no immediate danger arising from the stricture^ which 
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may therefore be dilated, as already described. But in case this ine« 
(hod should be preferred to a slow dilatation; which allows' the parts 
time to adapt themselves to their new position, the stricture may be de- 
stroyed by producing ulceration in the parts, especially if they are not 
irritable, so as to admit of considerable violence. 

When this is intended, the bougie should be introduced as far into 
the stricture as possible, and the size of it increased as fast as the sensa- 
lions of the patient can well bear. This will produce ulceration in the 
part pressed, which is a more lasting cure, because more of the stric- 
ture is destroyed than when the parts are simply dilated. I believe how- 
ever there are few patients that will submit to this practice ; and indeed 
few will he able to bear it; for I have seen it bring on violent spasms 
on the part, which produced suppression of urine, and proved veiy 
troublesome. Therefore as there is no absolute necessity in such cases 
for pursuing this method, I do not recommend it as a general practice, 
although .there are cases where it succeeds ; and where this method is 
to be practised, it might probably not be amiss to accustom the passage 
to a bougie for some time before such violence is used. 

If the smallest bougie, which can possibly be made with some degree 
of strength, cannot pass, dilatation becomes impracticable, and it is ne- 
cessary that something else should be done for the relief df the patient ; 
and tiie destruction of the stricture is to be effected some way or other. 
In many cases it may be proper to attempt this by ulceration of the 
part; for we find from experience, that a stricture may be removed by 
the simple pressure of a bougie. This effect must arise from the irrita- 
tion of fihsorption being given to the diseased part, which, from the 
stricture not being an originally formed i)art, nor having any power of re« 
sistance equal to the original one, is more susceptible of ulceration, and 
thereby is absorbed. The bougies which are only to produce ulceration 
in consequence of their being applied to the stricture, need not be so 
small as in the former cases, as they are not intended to pass; and by 
being of a common size they will also be more certain in their applica* 
tioh to the stricture. The force applied to a bougie in this case should 
not be great, for a stricture is the hardest part of the urethra; and if a 
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bougie is applied with a considerable degree of pressure, and continued 
there, it sometimes happens that the end oFthe bougie slips off the stric- 
ture before there is time for ulceration, and makes its way into the sub^ 
stance of the corpus spongiosum by the side of the stricture ; and if the 
pressure be continued still longer, it will make a new passage beyond 
the stricture in the corpus spongiosum urethrae.* This more readily 
happens if the stricture be in the bend of the canal, as in such cases the 
bougie can hardly be applied exactly to it, not having the same curve; 
such mischief 1 have seen more than once ; and sometimes the bougie 
has been pushed so far as to make its way into the rectum. 

It often requires a considerable time before the whole is so far ulcerated 
as to admit the bougie, and this tires the patient, and almost makes him 
despair of a cure. In this process great attention should be paid to the 
seeming pr9gress of the cure ; for if it appears to the surgeon that he 
is gaining ground by the bougie passing farther in, and yet the patient 
does not make water better in the least, then he may be sure that he is 
forcing a new passage.'f 

When the stricture is so far got the better of by these means as to ad- 
mit a small bougie, the dilatation is to be made as in the former case 
where a bougie passed at first. Whenever a bougie of a tolerable size 
passes with ease, and the parts and patient have become accustomed to 
them, it is no longer necessary that the surgeon should continue to pass 
them ; the patient may be allowed to introduce them himself; and 
w^hen he can do it readily, it may be trusted to him in common, as he 
xan make use of them at the most convenient times, by which means 
they may be in general longer and oftener applied, the surgeon only 
seeing him occasionally. This practice of the patient under a surgeon's 
eye, by which he is taught how to pass them, becomes more necessary, 
as strictures are diseases that commonly recur^ therefore no man who 
has ever had a stricture, and is cured of it^ should xely on the. cure as 

• Vide plate IL 

f Thif makes it necessary in all cases of strictures, where bougies will not pass, to be very 
particular in oor inquiries, whether the patient has used bougies formerly, and whether there 
mfty not be reason to believe that they had taken a wrong direction. 
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lastixijg, but should be always prepared fat a return ; and should always 
have some bougies by him. He should not go a journey even of a week 
without them ; and the number should be according to the time he is 
to be gone, or the place he is going to ; for in many parts of the world 
lie cannot be supplied with them. The bougies for such purpose should 
be of different sizes, as it is uncertain in what degree the disease may 
return. 

'Bougies, in all cases, from their shape, and from the action of the parts, 
readily slip out, which retards the cure; but it is much woi^e when 
they pass into the bladder ; which can only take place in cases where 
the stricture is in some measure overcome. The consequence of a 
bougie passing into the bladder must at once appear in its fullest force 
to every one ; it subjects the patient in most cases to be cut as for the 
stone; and indeed if it is either not soon thrown out, or cut out, it be- 
comes the basis of a stone* A young man was cut for a bougie only a 
fortnight after it had passed into the bladdei ; and it was almost wholly 
crusted over with calculous matter. Bougies have been known to be 
forced out of the bladder along with the water by the action of that vis- 
cus, and in several folds. It is probable that the bladder in a natural 
state has not power sufficient to perform such an action ; but we shall 
show that in cases of strictures, where the resistance to the pajsing of the 
water is very much increased, the strength of the bladder becomes pro- 
portionably greater ; this happens principally in cases of strictures of 
long standing. 

Such accidents are often observed before the outer end of the bougie 
has got beyond the prcyecting part of the penis, but even then it is dif- 
ficult of extraction. I have succeeded in some of these cases by fixing 
the bougie in the urethra some way below its end ; for instance, in the 
perlnttum^ by pressing against it with one hand, and pushing back the 
penis upon the bougie with the other hand ; then layii^ hold of the 
penis upon the bougie, removing the pressure below, and drawing the 
whole up ; and by performing these two motions alternately, I have 
been able to lay hold of the end of it However, this does not always 
succeed, for when the bougie is either small, or becomes soft, it will not 
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admit of the penis bei'tig pushed down upon it without bending; ^or if 
the thick end of the bougie has got beyond the moveable, or projecting 
part of tlie penis, then thi« mode of treatment becomes impracticable* 
I have succeeded in these last cases with the forceps for extracting the 
stone out of the urethra; but if it has got into the bend of the urethra, 
this practice will also fail, and in such a state it would be most ad vise- 
able to pass a catheter down to it, and cut upon that; and probably 
the above mentioned forceps introduced through the wound might then 
lay hold of its end ; or by cutting a iiltle further, so as to expose some 
part of the bougie, it might be easily extracted, without the necessity of 
cutting into the bladder; this part of the operation, however, would be 
very difficult in a fat or lusty man. 

To prevent the inconvenience of the bougie coming out, or the mis- 
chief of its passing in, it is necessary to tie a soft cotton thread round 
that end of the bougie which is out of the urethra, and then round the 
root of the glans; this last part should be very loose, for an obvious 
reason ; and the projecting part of the bougie should also be bent down 
upon the penis, which makes it both less troublesome, and more secure. 

IV. OF THE APPLICATION OF CAUSTIC TO STRICTURES. 

When a bod|gie can readily pass there is no necessity for using any 
other method to remove the stricture; but there are too many cases, 
where a bougie cannot be made to pass, or so seldom that it cannot be 
depended upon for a cure. This may arise from several causes. First, 
the stricture may be so tight as not to allow the smallest bougie to pass. 
Secondly, the orifice in the stricture may not be in a line with the 
urethra, which will make it uncertain, if not impossible, to pass a bougie. 
Thirdly, there may be no passage at all, it having bpen. obliterated by 
disease, and the urine passed byjisiulce inperirueo. 

The first very rarely occurs, for if the passage in the stricture be in 
a line with the general canal, a small bougie will commonly pass, and 
although it may not readily do so upon every trial, il will be suffipicn^ 
to make' way for another bougie, which is all that is wanted. 
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.; The second case, where the canal is not in a line with the comtndn 
passage, may arise from three causes. Firsts when the stricture is in the 
bend of.lhe urethra, although the passage through it may be in the 
centre of the canal, yet as the bougie cannot have the exact curve, it 
will be very uncertain in its application. Secondly, from an irregularity 
in the formation of the stricture, which may throw the passage to qne 
Side, even in the straight part of the urethra; and Thirdly, from ulde- 
ration having taken place, producing JistuUe in \p€rinao^ which often 
make the canal irregular in its course. ' 

The third case, where the application of the caustic maybe necessary, 
is where there is no passage at all, which happens from ulceration and 
abscesses in the perinasum opening externally; and in the healing of 
them the passage is often closed up entirely. In all the above-men- 
tioned cases I have succeeded with the caustic beyond expectation. 

If the obstructions are any where between the membranous part of 
the urethra and the glans, where the canal is nearly straight, or can 
easily be made so by the introduction of a slight instrument, it becomes 
an easy matter to destroy them by caustic; but if beyond that, it be-> 
comes then more difficult : however, at the beginning of the bend of the 
urethra, the obstruction may be so far got the better of as to admit of 
the passing of a bougie, or at least to procure a tolerable free passage 
for the urine. I have seen several cases where it was thought necessary 
to follow this practice, and it succeeded so well, that after a few touches 
with the caustic the bougie could be passed, which is all that is wanted. 
The success in these cases was such as would incline me to have recourse 
to this practice very early ; indeed, whenever I could not pass a small 
bbugie through the stricture; and 1 look upon the caustic as a much* 
safer method than using pressure with a bougie, for the reason before-* 
mentioned, that is, the danger of making, a new passage, without de- 
stroying in the least any part of the obstruction. 

Most of the strictures I ever examined after death, appeared to be in 
the power of such treatment; however, I have seen one or two cases,, 
where the contraction was of some length, and irregular, which woyld 
have puzzled me if I had attempted the cure with the caustic ; because 
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I.dioald bave. been apt to suspect that I was making a new passage by 
dnyi gaining ^rouod, add yet not relieving the patient, by the removal of 

« 

lUe symptoais. 

I have often tried this practice in strictures where there were also.fis- 
tuhe>ia the urethral and where the water came through different pas- 
s^€».: Such caaei I should suspect were not the most favourable, yet I 
iii€ceeded:in the greater part of them, that isi I got through the stricture, 
and could pa8S!a bougie freely. I have seen several cases of fistulas of 
thdse parted where! the. natural passage was obliterated by the stricture, 
in whicb IJbave succeeded with, the caustic, and the fistulous orifices 
have ireadily. healed up. . ' 

c It does f ot happen always in cases of obstruction to the passage of the 
urincj tJaat when the obstruction is refnoved by the caustic, and the 
iraier^^ofoounse; passes, freely,: a bougie will also pass. This I apprehend 
arises fnom tJbe -caustic not liAving destroyed the stricture in a direct line 
with the urethra, so that a^ bougie cannot catch the sound urethra be- 
yond.* But this appears to me of little consequence^ as it is as much in 
tihe . power of t^fibongie to prevent a. return at this part as if it passed 
oni tb Uie blacider ; fon if the water flows readily, it is certain. that' the 
causUc haS' gone beyond the stricture,.although it may not be in a dh^ect 
line, and that the. only Jisk.of a return of obstruction will be at the old 
stricture; but as a* bougie can now pass beyond that part, it does as 
milch good as if it pissed into the bladder; for I have kndwn several 
cases where the bougie appeared to have the same effect is if it had 
passed on to. the bladden 

The application of the caustic need not be longer than a minute, and 
it may be repeated every day^ or evety other day, allowing time for the 
slough to come off. But there are other causes that may prevent the 
rcpetitioQ. of the caustic, besides waiting for the separation of the 
sjougb; for, sometimes, th^ use of it brings on irritation, inflammation, 
or .spasm IB tbepart, which freque;ntly occasions a total suppression, of 
uitni;;^ a time, agfiiinst .^hich all jthe)fn?an$ Jised commonly on such 
occasions to procure relief must be employed, and we must wait till 
these symptoms are^^one'off. If the patient can make water immediately 
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after the application, k will tie proper, a» U will wash awafaJD^rcauttifc 
that may have been dissolved in the passage, wfakbtfkftjvoaikL imi- 
tate the parts ; a little water injected into the urethra will aqsirer the 
same purpose. >;:)>* 

About the year 1 782, i attended a chimney-sweeper Tor af stricture, ihe 
first patient I ever had with this disease, and not fiadiog that I gained 
any advant^^e after six months trial with the boogie^ (cbiioeived tbati 
might be able to destroy the stricture by eseharotics ;* my .first attempt 
was with red precipitate. I applied to the end of a i bougie soraq sahri; 
and then dipped it into red precipitate; This bougie 1 ^>a8^ft4own to 
the stricture, but I found that it brought on considerable' inQammatioa 
all along the inside of the passage, which I attribyted to ilie precipitate 
being rubbed off in passing the bougie. ( then had a stiver oanula made^ 
and introduced it down to the striptur^ and through ibis camilk passed 
the bougie with precipitate as before. Not i&tidinig, however, that he 
made watar any better, and not yet being able to pass the smallest 
bougie through the stricture, I suspected that the precipitate had not 
suflBcient powers to destroy it ; I therefore took a small piece of lunar 
caustic, and fastened it on the ^end of a wire with sealing wax, and ia« 
troduced it through the camila to the stricture. After doi^g this three 
times at two days interval, he came to^ me and told me that he made 
water much better ; and in applying the caustic a fourth time, my ca^ 
nula went through the stricture *A a bougie was afterwards passed for 
some little time till he was perfectly well. '^ r 

Having succeeded so well in this case, I was encouraged to apply my 
mind to the invention of some instrument better suited to 4he purpose 
than the abovementioned, which I have in some degree effected, al- 
though it is not yet perfectly adapted to all the situations of stricture id 
the urethra. The caustic should be prevented from Iwiriing any other 
part of the canal ; which is best done by introducing It through a eanula 
to the stricture, making it protrude a little beyotid the end of the 
canula, by which it acts only upon (he stricture. The caustic should fee 

* Lsielj loQklp^ over some angora on tbu iff^fv^ I fiofl thsttUsis^K^aneir idef- 
t Wii^inan had the same idea^ but teeiiii opt lo havs parausd kJ 
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fixed' in A ^all p<)^^crayon. rit'-'A kiecessaiy to hav« a piece of silver of 
the length of tlie eaniira, with a ring at one end, and a button at the 
oth^rvofthe ssrme ' diaAficiUr with th^ canuld, fornirng a kind of pli^g^ 
\fhieh shoirki project beyond tti€ end of the canuia thai enters the 
urethra, by \vhich tneam it makes a rounded end ; or the port-crayon 
may' be fot-med with this bittion at the dther end. The buMon being 
introduced into tlie carHita, it should be [yassed into the urethn^ and^ 
when got to the stricture the siWer pfeig should be drawn, and the port- 
crayon with the caustic intfodtked ih ks place; or if the phig and pon-^ 
crayon are oh the satne iitetrument, tben:rt i* on\y withdrawiing it) and 
introdudiig the p^rt-eraybn With the ^^listic, Which ivill destroy the 
stricture. I'his plug, besides giving a stnooth rounded end tothe c^umla, 
answers another good purpose; by preventing the canuki ftovk being 
fiiied with the miictrs of the ui-ethtia as it passes altt^^ which muoiKt 
would be eolleeted in Ihe end of it, dissolve th^' ^^austie* too soon, and 
hhirdcr its apfplicatioh to the stricture.** . .. I .» . 

If rile stricture be in^the bend of the urethra, the catiula may bcbm 
at tTit end alsoi but it becomes more diflfteult to introduce a piece c£ 
caustic through such a canok^, ibr th^s phig and portcrayon Jtnimt al;ap: 
be. bent at tlie.end, which cannot bo miwie M><9as« ihripughitiiejsrtraight 
part <>f the canivla \ but tltns Ih^utta in some raieaauire obviated by hav- 
ing Che c^ht^a nrade flbjiibk; except at* the end where it is.Ao.fcake the 
curve.+ ^» 

After the bougie can be made to pass, the case is to be treated as a 
common stricture, either by dilating it slowly, or by quickly increasing 
the size of the bougie, and thus continuing the ulceration. 

There are sometimes more strictures than one^ but it seldom happens 
that they are all equally bad ; one only becomes the object of our atten* 
tion. The smaller ones may, however, be sufficient to hinder the passing 
the canuia to the stricture, which is to be destroyed by the caustic. When 
that is the case, those small strictures are to be dilated with bougies, as 
in common, till they are sufficiently large to allow the canuia to pass. 

• Vide plate III. fig. 1. f Vide plate III. fig. 8 and 9. 
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A.B. a soldier in the 16th regiment of light dragoons, had a stricture 
twenty years ago, and was in St. Thomas s Hospital : bougi^ were passed, 
and he got pretty well. About eight years afterwards, the stricture began 
to recur, and has been growing worse ever since, and for these two years 
past he has not been able to do his duty, the water only coming from him^ 
in drops. In this state he applied to me. Finding the smallest bougie 
could not be made to pass, I desired that a fulKsized one might be passed 
down to the stricture, and its end pressed against it, for as long a time 
and as often as he could bear with tolerable ease, and to continue this 
practice for some weeks. This he did without any advantage. Being 
now afraid of a total stoppage of urine without the common means of 
relief, and there being a sensation in the perinaeum threatening inflam- 
mation, I resolved to use the caustic. I applied it three times in the 
whole, at two days interval ; and after the last application, he told me 
he had made water much more freely and less frequently than before. I 
introduced a bougie of the second or third size above the smallest, and 
it passed the stricture with great ease ipto the bladder. Tthen^ordered 
him to pass the bougi^i and .encrease it gradually till he could use the 
largest, which he did; and he is* now perfectly well. . ^; .. 

The Editor thinks it is his duty to the iDemory of the Author, td Aien- 
tion, that before his death, he left off entirely the tise of the silver 
canula, and used the lunar caustic inserted into the end of a common 
bougie. 
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CHAPTER III. 



• * 



OF STRICTURES IN WOMEN. 

Obstructions to the water in womeiii I believe, generally arise fronrj 
stricture, although not always; for I have known them prpduced by 
compression from some adjacent swelling; and they are common ii^.ute-, ! 
rogestation, as also in dropsical or schirrous ovaria ; but such^cau{»es ^re 
comnaonly known long before this efiqct. is produced, by which th^^ 
suppression is easily accounted for : it may also aris9 from excjrescenceS|f , 
as in men. i .. 

How far a stricture in the urethra of this sex is really i^^i^or^^quence 
of a venereal inflammation I am not certain, but should ;si|jptpp^Q7tw.as 
not ; and for stronger reasons still than those given in speaking of the 
cause of strictures in men ; for I can say, that in all the strictures I ever 
saw in women, none of them arose in consequence of this disease; at 
least I had no reason to believe that they did : -and I have observed be; { 
fore, that in most women who have. the venereal diseaseanUhe form of- 
a gonorrhcea^ it seldom attacks the urethra ; therefore if we find ,^ strjp- 
ture in a woniaii, who has had the diseaise, we are not to iippule it tp thati^ 
at least till we kqow whether she had the disease in that qapa^l; and 
ev^n then it will remain doubtfuL iii >! i r , 

Strictures are not near so common in women as in men,' and this- m^y 
be owing to the great difference there is in the length of the. two canals ; 
but more especially to the canal in women being more simple, and it^* 
ten4cfi only for one purpose. The stricture in women does not produce 
such a variety of symptoms, or so much mischief, as in men, there not 
being so many parts to be affected. 
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L OF THE CURE OF STRICTURES IN WOMEN. 

The cure of strictures injiie* uretjirk qf Womeii is similar to that in men; 
but it is rather more simple from the simplicity of the parts. There is, 
however, an inconvenience attending the passing the bougie in women, 
that does not take place in men, which is, that in most cases it must be 
passed for them, it being hardly possible for a woman to introduce a 
bbu ^re' herself ^ The confinement of the bougie is also more difficult, for 
altHoug^h they can easily be pre>eiiled from going into the bladder, by 
behtHii^ thd cnitcr'tncf down upon the mouth of the vagina; yet it is 
vcr^ tfHfittift to prevent them from slipping out. It will be necessary 
to'have^U bandage bfthc T kind, passing down between the labia over 
thi^ehiJ bfthc bougie; ^'^ 

It appears to me that the caustic would answer extremely well in such ' 
cas^i -abtftfiiirfefarfe I 'shbtild prefer it to the bougie, both for conveni- 
ence and effldacy. ; 

li. ' b'F tilt GldEET' IN CONSEQptNCE OF A STRICTURE. 

♦ • • • * 

I have iilready obset^fcd, that it happens generally, if not ahvays,that 
there is* a glietwhen there is a stricture in the urethra. This, I suppose, - 
arises from iiie irritaticln- produced* in the urethra beyond the stricture^, ' 
by tne urine in itis passage distending this part too mtrch, which disten- 
tion is fricreased by the-increased strength of the bladder. This symj^^kn •• 
often leads us to the knowledge of a stricture, or at least gives a siis^i^ ' 
cidh -iff suclr a disease'; and when a stricture is kno'wh to be (he iiUie, 
no attemfpts should be made to cure the gleet, for it is" genej*ally ctitecf 
when tire stricture is removed ; .Init if it still remains,! it maybe cul^d' ' 
as rteofhtticfridcd in the common gleet, as probably Arising froiu ailcklfct^^' 
cause than a stricture. '^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 



♦ • ; I . ', .'.1, 



• • • • • 

OF STRICTURE ATTENDED iViTH SP^SI^bDJC AtFEQT&iN. 



H ERE are very few strictures that are^pt mpre or lessr 9|ttcfded "Wffi^ 
spasms; but some much more i\}vx others ;^| the spa,sin bcijqg ii^. svme 
cases more the disease than t^e stricti^re itself:, but i^eai » ?tM'i!^^i?^ : «r? 
attended with occasional contractions, which* makes the passine. of the 
i^inemuch mc>re diffifult at qne tjn]Le |^p another^ jp all (the ]9as€»| 

that I have seen of this kind, whef^ii^Qt a^eful^^ W^tl)^^?^?^ ^.4^^4^ 
i^ not formidable ; but when, tl^is pf^ffg are i^ '^ : ^pafimodiiQ state i^ 
symptoms are as violent as in the simple stfictur^, . / . ;. ; 

, .As tbi&i? a mjxed c^sc U.h^s J^]\,t3^e jch^r^ctenj botji.jpf the (^ripa* 
nent and spasmodic stricture ; for^ the urethra in su^b casfss hf.j^f^ st^e 
similar to what it is in the true spasn^ofli^ kind,., ^eit^ very. irritab^^ 
giyiog great pain in passing the bougi^, and ofto:^ re|ectijpg , it ;|tltogf)^ 
ther ; as will be taken notice of wh^n w^ shall treat of that dift^^v 

Upon considering this subject we should at first hardly be^ disposed 
to believe^ that, the spasm in the urethra is in the strictvired parts which 
can scarcely be supposed capable of contraction ; and it might therefore 
naturally be referred to the sound part of thcAirethrat as bf log brougjii,^ 
on by the water not flowing freely ; il' thi^ is a Just m>de of accofmUng 
for it, we must suppose Uiat the contraction is behind the stricture, that 
being the only part dilated by the water ; and such urethras bemgyerj 
irritable, that part may contract so as to stcjp the flowing of ^p watfr 
altogether., . JBut^oq}e circumstances occurring in practice would incline* 
us to believe that such strictures! have, the power of contraction; for we 
find the bougie grasped by the stricture when allowed to remain some 
time* iWi th^; ci^-cumstapce p(. the sirictur«fl part xelusiosg ^bfr boug^ . 
atOme^isalsaaprpofofjfh^s^ ;: . .Mi .i.: ^ -i 
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There is sometimes this singular circumstance attending these cases, 
that when there arises a gonorrhoea, or any other discharge of matter 
from the urethra, where none was before, or an increase of an old gleet, 
the passage becomes so, free as to allow the urine to pass as usual : but 
these are uncertain, and only temporary reliefs ; for whenever the dis- 
charge ceases, the sj^asmodic affection returns. I think it most probable 
that it4s oiily the spkiih tdat is affected by the discharge, and not the 
real stricture. Two remarkable cases of this kind fell under my obso^- 
Vation, whith t sllall now retdle. ' 

' A gbnllehian^had^for a lofig tithe a Complaint in the urethra attended 
Vj^ith a-8trict'uri;^hlb'H wa!s supposed to be originally from a venereal 
cbmplatht: it was- often att^ded with a discharge which always pro* 
ducbd t slight fbver on itscomibgfon;' but, while the discharge lasted, 
Ihe ditSx;\i\tyi)an{zkin^^^ and that m proportioil to 

Hie greatness of the discharj^b: alid whenever he got a fresh gonorrhoea 
the same' thing happened. ^^ >l ;.? • . 

' Another gentleman had a diffictiltyin making water, supposed to 
aH^e froifi a stricture ; it was generally attended with such a running a2s 
is'tomnibn to strictures ^' but When tliat discharge was much increased, 
tH^n thefetriittire Wur leSs in proportion.. Diiring (his^^ complaint he 
contracted tWb difieredt infectibhs, both of which relieved him of the 
sti'tel^irefor the time. • - » 

As this is a mixed disease it may be thought proper to pass a bougie 
for the real* stricture; and for the other to use the method hereafter re- 
commended for the cure of spasm. 

It frequently n^ppeny in these mixed cases, that a bougie does not 
immediately pass. Slit is rejected by the spasm; yet by letting it lie in 
the urethra ainiostblose to the stricture for ten, fifteen, or twenty mi- 
nutes, it tlrill often passl'^'This is as it were stealing upon it; and the 
water shirll fl6w although the bougie i& not attempted to be passed on. 
These howevcir areonly temporary modes of relief. In some instances 
the spasm is -almost as constant as the permanent stricture ; in such 
cases* passlri^a bougie into the urethra for' three or fodr inches in'length,^ 
covered by some irritating medicine, and keeping this Jn as long at each 
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time as the patient can bear, will, if persevered in for a few weeks, often 
prove a cure for the spasmodic affection* 

A gonorrhoea or occasional gleet, relieves the spasmodic state of a 
stricture upon the same principle as the passing a bougie a few inches 
down the urethra : the irritation near the glans penis takes off the spasm 
upon another part of the canal. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF SOME CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING THE USE OF BOU- 
GIES—THEIR FIGURE AND COMPOSITION. 

I N cases of strictures where a bougie is used as a wedge, not as a stimulant, 
and where the stricture is so far overcome as to let a bougie pass on, 
the question is, whether it is better to pass the bougie the whole leDgth 
of the urethra, so that the end shall be in the bladder, or only to pass it 
through the stricture a little way, so that the end shall remain* in the 
urethra. Nothing but experience can determine this question, and in 
such cases, I believe, we seldom make a fair trial, generally pushing 
the bougie on to the bladder; though if we observe the consequen- 
ces of the bougies not passing in those cases where they either cannot 
pass far beyond the stricture, or not at all, we find po inconvenience 
arising from this circumstancct except where they are applied with too 
much force, so as to make a new passage. The common idea is, that it 
will be more hurtful to allow the end of the bougie to lie in the urethra 
than in the bladder; but I imagine this is more founded in theory than 
practice. 

Some people have such a quantity of calculous matter in their urine; 
or so great a disposition in their urine to deposit its calculous matter, 
that it only requires the presence of an extraneous body in the bladder 
to become an immediate cause of stone ; for I have observed in some, 
that the end of a bougie cannot remain in the bladder a few hours with- 
out being covered with a crust of calculous matter. »Such people I have 
generally advised to use as much exeicise as all other circumstances will 
allow. 

Bougies when first introduced often produce sickness, and sometimes 
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even fainting. I have sefett'd patient become sick, the colour leave his 
face, a cold sweat come oh, and at last faint ; but all these soon go off| 
and seldom return upon a second or third trial* 

They at first produce an irritation on the urethra, which gives pain 
in the time of making water, but goes off on repetition. 
. They produce a secretion of pus in those cases« where there was none, 
and generally increase the discharge where there is one previous to their 
•application ; but this effect gradually ceases. 

It frequently happens that swellings in the lymphatic glands of the 
groin arise from the use of bougies, but I never saw them come the 
length of suppuiation. As in most of these cases there was a dischai^e 
^ of matter previous to the bougie being passed, they could hardly be 
owing to the absorption of matter, but must have arisen from symr 
pathy; . n 

' When treating of the stricture, I observed that it •was often the cause 
of a swelling in one or both testicles ; and further, that the passing of a 
bougie oflen removed that complaint. I may now observe, that a very 
common consequence of the passing of a bougie is a swelling of the 
testicle: this also arises from sympathy, and like the swelling of the 
glands, is a common effect of all irritations of the ^rethra• 

A gentleman who has had a stricture for many years, which at times 
is attended with a great deal of spasm, but has never any irritation in the 
• testicles, upon my passing a bougie smeared with a stimulating oil for 
a few minutes to remove the spasm, an irritation and swelling of the left 
testicle came on. He afterwards caught a gonorrhoea, which entirely 
removed the spasm while it lasted, but also brought on a swelling of the 
testicle. 

It may not be improper here to add some observations on the figure 
and composition of bougies. 1 hey ought to be about two inches longer 
than the distance between the glans and the stricture, or more if they 
can pass freely, so as always to allow an inch to bead upon the glans» 
and another to pass beyond the stricture. 1 he thickness is to be ac- 
cording to the size of the stricture; at first to be such as will pass with 
a small degree of tightness, and this is to be followed up as the con- 
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tractcd part enlarges. But when the urethraiichas become of the natural 
size, then tiie bougie need not be increased, but its use must be still 
continued, as has been observed, ♦ • 

With regard to the shape, they should not taper from end to end 
when very small, but should be nearly of an equal thickneiss till within 
ah inch of their smallest end, after which they should taper to a pointy 
forming a round wedge fitted to pass into the stricture ; and this form 
gives them greater strength thanVhen made to taper from one end to 
the other. 

The cdnsistence ought to Vary according to the nature of the case, 
and size bf the bougie. If the stricture be near the glans, a sliflf bougie 
may be used, and the whole may be made to taper gradually, because a 
short boiigie will always have sufficient strength for any pressure that is 
necessary ; but if the stricture be deeper seated, as about the buib, 
where tl>e passage begins to take a curve, the bougie must be a little 
thkker in its body to support* the necessary pressure. If the stricture be 
any where in the bend of the urethra, or near the bladder, the bougie 
should be very flexible, although this is contrary to our general posi- 
tion; because in this case it must bend in order to take the curve of 
the passage, which it ought to do with ease; for when it bends with dif* 
ficully it does not make its pressure upon the stricture, but 'upon the 
back part of the urethra, and therefore does not enter so easily ; which 
circumstance makes it more difficult to enter a stricture near the blad- 
der, than near the glans. 

In the composition of the bougie the consistence is the most material 
thing to be considered, the medical properties, as far as known, being 
of little consequence. The materials they are commonly made Of ai* 
wax, oil, and litharge. 

The litharge gives them smoothness^ and takes off the stickiness tliey 
would have if made of wax and oil only. A composition which answers 
well, is three pints of oil of olives, one pound of bees wax, and a pound 
and an half of red lead, boiled together upon a stow fire for six hours. 
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. r . 
I. OF ANEW PASSAGE FORMED BY BOUGIES. 

I 

Th e worst consequence arising from the improper use of the bougie, and 
the naost dangerous is, where it make$ a new passage.* I mentioned 
before that this generally arose from the attempt to produce ulceration 
by the application of the end of the bougie to tlie stricture in cases 
where a bougie could not pass ; for in those cases where a bougie passes 
there can be no danger of such an effect. 

This new passage is seldom carried so far as to produce either an in- 
crease of the present disease, or a new one, although sometimes it is; 
yet it prevents the cure of the original disease, for it renders both the 
application of the bougie and caustic to the stricture so uncertain, that 
a continuance of either is dangerous, as they may increase the mischief, 
and at last produce very bad' consequences. 

This new passage is generally along the side of the old one, when iii 
that part of the urethra which is on this side of the bend, and it is made 
in the spongy substance of the urethra; but when it is made at the be* 
ginning of the bend, then ii passes on io a straight line through the body 
of the urethra, about the beginning of the membranous part, going 
through the cellular substance of the perinaeum towards the rectum. 
When the hew passage is made between th^ glans and the beiid of the 
urethra, it may take placie on either side of the canal equally, in the 
spongy substance of the urethra, between the canal and the skin of the 
penis, or scrotum ; and it may be between the canal and the body of 
the penis. Tlie situation of it will make some difference in the ppera^ 
tion necessary for the cure of this complaint. 

When a new passage is made I know of no other method of cure but 
to open the part externally ; and the opening must be made in that part 
of the urethra which is most convenient for coming at the stricture ; 
regard being had to the other external parts, such as the scrotum, fee. 
If the stricture be before the scrotum, the new passage will be there 

•Vide plate !!• 
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also, and therefore the operation must be niaclc of course before that 
part ; but if the stricture is opposite to the scrotum, the bottom of the 
new passage may also be opposite to this part; but if the new passage 
is of aconsideiable length, its bottom or termination may be in the be- 
ginning of the perinaeum ; and in either situation the operation must be 
begun behind th& scrotum, or indeed may be made a little way into it. 
jBut if the stricture and new passage are in the perinaeum, then the ope- 
ration is to be performed there. 

The method of performing this operation is as follows : pass a staff, 
or any such instrument, into the urethra, as far as it will go, which will 
probably be to the bottom of the new passage, and that we are certain 
is beyond the stricture; feel for the end of the instrument externally, 
and cut upon it, making the wound about an inch long, if the disease 
be before the scrotum ; and an inch and an half, or more, if in the peri- 
naeum. If the new passage be between the urethra and the body of the 
penis, then you will most probably get into the sound urethra before 
you come to the instrument ornew.p^ssag?;. if so it is not necessary to 
gq further to be able to get into, the bladder, as we may be certain that 
this part of the urethra is behind the stricti^re. ;H^ving proceeded so 
far, take a probe, or some such instrument, and introduce it into the 
urethra by the wound, and pass it towards the glans, which will be pass- 
ing it forwards towards the stricture. If it meet with an obstruction 
tl)ere, Me may be. certain it js the stricture, which is now to be got 
throughly and which will afterwards be easily enlarged. To complete 
the operation, I would advise the withdrawing the probe, and intro- 
ducing. in the same mamier a hollow canula forwards to the stricture; 
then take another canuia and introduce.it from^ the glans downwards 
till the two canulas oppose each other, having the stricture between 
theip ; some person laying hold of the urethra on the outside, between 
the finger and thumbi just where the two cauulas meet, to keep them in 
their places ; then through the upper canuia introduce a piercer which 
will go through the stricture, and pass into the lower canuia ; this done, 
withdraw the piercer, and introduce a bougie into the same canuia, in 
the same way, being sure it passes into the lower canuia, then withdraw 
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the low^r <fanu1a and the end 6f the bougie will appear in the wound ; 
lav hold of the bougie (here^ and withdraw the upper canulaover the 
bougie, leaving the bougie in the urethra ; now the lower end of the 
bougie is to be directed into the qrethra leading on to the bladder, and 
pushed on lo ihat viscus. It niay be further necessary to lay the whole 
of the new passage open, that it may all heal iip ; for it is possible that 
this new passage may often receive the bougie, which is to be applied 
in future, which would be troublesome, and might prove an obstruction 
to the cure. 

If the new passage be between the skin and the canal of the urethra, 
after cutting do\^^ to the instrument, you must go further on in search 
of the natural canal, and when you have found it, introduce a pi'obe into 
it towards the glans to find llie stricture ; and when this is done go on 
with the operation as above described. 

The bougie must be led in the passage, and as it may be found diffi^r 
cult afterwards to introduce another readily into the bladder, the Ibfigtr 
the first is allowed lo remain so much the more readily will the second 
pass. I am not yet certain but tha;t it would be better to push oti the 
hollow canula at first, and keep it there for some days, at least till, t^litfi 
inflammation is ovir,. and the patts have adapted themselves to this 
body, which will make a bougie pass more easily afterwards. The bou^ 
gies must be gradually increased in size, and comihued till the wouod 
is healed up. 

• The first time I ever saw a case of a new passage formed by the bpu* 
gie was at the hospital of the third regiment of guards, about the ye^r 
1765 ; it was in a young soldier who had a stricture, for the cwre of 
which he had bougies regularly passed for nearly half a year without any 
relief. They were encouraged to go on 50 long by appearing to gaiy 
ground on the strictiire, for the bougie went further by two inches than 
at first; but it being suspected that there was something more than' was 
then understood, I was consulted, and without foreseeing what was really 
the case, 1 proposed that an opening should be made into the urqthr^ 
where the obstruction was, and carried further -back if ncce^ary, Jp 
search of il>e sound urethra,- which was accordingly done in the follow- 



15« SUPPOSED CONSEQUENCES OF GONORRHOEA. 

ing manner : the grooved staff wa^ first passed as far down as it would 
go, which was to the bottom of the new passagej the scrotum was 
pulled up upon the penis, when the end of the staff was prominent to* 
wards the skin a little way above the periqaeum, and there an incision 
was made on the end of the ^taff about half: an inch long; this* disen* 
gaged the end of the stafi^ which was pushed out at the wound, then 
search was made for the other orifice which led to the bladder, suppos- 
ing that orifice to be the stricture, but n<me being to be found, we tried 
to trace it by blowing with a blow- pipe into the bottom and lower part 
of the wound, but no orifice could be observed ; we then began to sus- 
pect that we were not in the urethra. To determine if we had been in 
the urethra, I began to dissect with care the parts at the bottom of the 
wound, and laid bare the imusculi accelera tores. I then made an inci- 
sion into the body of the urethra and came tq the true canal, which was 
easily discovered. When this was done we passed a probe on to the 
bladder, then withdrew it and turned it, and passed it from this wound 
towards the glans penis, but found that it went not much more than 
two inches that way, and then stopped. This struck jas with a new 
idea of the case, for we were how sufe that th^ end of the staff had not 
been in the urelhi^a, but in a new passage ipafle in the spongy part of 
the urethra, for two inches beyond the stricture. We now passed a ^taff 
by the glans down the urethra, and another up from the last wound, to 
see at what distance the ends of the two instruments were, which would 
give us the length of the stricture; i We found by taking hold of .the 
urethra between the finger and thumb on the outside thdt the two ends 
were close together. What was to^be done next was our cousideration ; 
it immediately struck us that we might force our way through the 
stricture with safety. The gentleman who assisted nic in the operation 
passed a blow-pipe one-fifth of an inch in diameter, (being not suffici- 
ently furnished with instruments) from the wound forwards to the stric- 
ture, and then I took a silver canula open at both ends, which had an 
iron piercer longer than itself, and passed it down to the stricture from 
the glans ; and now the end of the canula opposed the end of the blow 
pipe, and they were almost close upon one another. They Were kept 
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in this position with the finger and thumb applied on the outside of the 
penis like splitlts on a broken bone. . I ihen introduced the piercer, and 
pushed' it on, which went through the stricture into the hollow of the 
blow-pipe. Great care was taken not to |>ush too forcibly for fear the 
two ends of the hollow tubes should slip by one another, which they 
would do if not held firmly^ as actually happened twice in this case; 
but we S!]ccecded the third time. I then pushed on the canula through 
the stricture, and with it i>ushed out the blow-pipe. The next object 
^vas to pass a hollow bougie along the urethra to the bladder ; to do 
ifi'bich, the small end of it ^as introduced into the canula, which being 
pushed on, forced out the canula at the wound ; we then passed a di« 
rector into the other orifice of the urethra,, leading on to the bladder, 
and put the end of the bougie into the groove of the director, and 
pushed it along the groove to the bladder, and before we withdrew the 
director we turned it round with its back to the bougiey that the end of 
the bougie miglit not stop against the end of the groove, and so bQ 
pulled out again. After all this was done, one stitch was made in the 
urethra, but the e^aemal wound in the skin was left for the passage of 
the urine^ that it might not insinuate itself into the cellular membraile ; 
we dressed the wound superficially, and applied, the T bandage, which 
was slit to go on each side of the scrotum, and just where it carae to. the 
scrotum we tied the two ends together, which suppmted the scrotum^ 
and kept it forwards. on the penis, and the two ends that came from thi$ 
knot on each side of the scrotum were tied to the circular part (hat 
came round the body. The patient had some slight fever for a day or 
two, and the urine came partly through the bougie and partly by the 
side of it through the wound. A swelling of one testicle came on, like- 
w^ise a swelling of the glands of tlie groins, pain in the belly, sickness, 
and at times vomiting, all which symptoms were owing to sympathy, 
and entirely went off in five or six days. The water in nearly the same 
time came entirely by the natural passage. The bougie was changed 
from time to time till the cure was completed. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



OF DISEASES IN GbNSEQUENCE OF A PERMANENT 

STRICTURE IN THE URETHRA. 

ufxRkCTUREs in the urethra pixxlUce almost constantly diseases ih the 
parts, beyond lhem$ that is^ in the part of the urethra between the 
^toiciUif e and the bladder. They bring on in most cases a gleet, as ha9 
lieen described, and often considerable distention, of this part of the ca- 
nal; ' alao iDflammaition and ulceration, and in consequence of them dis- 
i6aste:in the autrpuoding partsj^ as in Cowper s glands, the prostate, add 
tfab siiitounding cellular meiBbrane^ forming abscesses there, and. at last 
ulceratioD, for the pUrpose of making a new passage for the urine. The 
bladder is abo ofiien effected, ^nd Sometimes the ureters, with the pelvis 
of tbeckidneys, arid in som^iciseB the kidneys themselves. All these 
ara.efieiBts of every permanent obstruction to the urine; some of them 
are methods, which nature takes to relieve the parts from the immedi- 
ate, complaints ; such are the increase of the urethra beyond the stric-* 
ture, and the enlargement of the ureters and pelvis of the kidtieys, 
which are only to be considered as the parts accommodating themselves 
to the immediate consequence of the obstruction, which is the accumu* 
lation of urine. Of these complaints I shall take notice in their order. 

L OF THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE URETHRA. 

The urethra beyond the stricture, I have observed, is enlarged, because 
it is mote passive than the bladder, and yields to the pressure of the 
urine. It is naturally passive while the bladder is acting, by which 
means it becomes distended in proportion to the force with which the 
bladder acts, and the resistance of the stricture. Its internal surface often 
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becomes more irregular and fasciculated. It is also mpfe irritable, the 
distention becoming often the immediate cause of spasms in that part; 
and these spasms are most probably excited with a view to counteract 
the effort produced by the action of the bladder. 

II. OF THE FORMATION OF A NEW PASSAGE FOR THE URINE. 

Wr e n the methods recommended above for the removal of stricture 
have either not been attempted, or have not succeeded, nature endea^ 
vours to relieve herself by making a. new passage for the urine, which^ 
although it often prevents immediate death, yet if not remedied is pro- 
ductive of much inconvenience and misery to .the.patient through life; 
The mode, by which nature endeavours to procure relief is by ulceration 
on the inside of that part of the urethra, which is enlarged, and within 
the stricture. The ulceration, I believe, commonly begins near or close 
to the stricture, although the stricture may be a considerable way from 
tlie bladder; therefore we must suppose that there is some circumstance 
besides the distention of the urethra by the urine which determines the 
ulceration to a particular part; this circumstance most : probably, arises 
immediately out of its vicinity to the stricture. The stricture is oftenr 
included in the ulceration, by which it is removed, the disease cured, 
and a stop soipetimes piit to the further ulceration; but unluckily thi» 
is not always the case. Wc may observe that this ulceration is always 
on that side next to the external surface, as is common in abscesses. 

As this ulceration does not arise from preceding inflanwnation ; and 
as it cannot be said that the urine acts exactly as an extraneous body, 
because it is in its natural passage, we find that there is but Very little 
inflammation of the adhesive kind attending these ulcerations. We 
must allow however, that the urine produces the ulcerative disposition 
here, like mat.ter on the inside of an abscess, although not so readily. 

Whenever, therefore, the internal membrane and substance of the 
urethra is removed by absorption, the water readily gets into the loose 
cellular membrane of the scrotum and penis, and diffuses itself all over 
these parts, from their not having been previously united by the adhe- 
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sive inflammation: and as the urine has considerable irritating powers 
ivhen applied to the common cellular membrane, the parts inflame and 
swell considerably. The presence of the urine prevents the adhesive 
inflammation from taking place ; it becomes the cause of sqppuraition 
wherever it is diffused, and the irritation is often so great, more espe- 
cially in cases where the urine has been allowed to become very stale, 
that it produces mortification in all the cellular membrane, and then in 
several places of the skin: all of which, if the patient lives, will slough 
away, making a free communication between the urethra and external 
surface, producing fistulas in perinaeo. 

We may observe, however, that this want of the adhesive inflam- 
mation in these ulcerations, appears to be peculiar to that part of the 
urethra which lies between the membranous part and the gians penis; 
for we find from experience, that when this process takes place further 
back, viz. in the prostate gland, that a circumscribed abscess is gene* 
rally formed. This may arise from the difiercnce in texture of the cel- 
lular membrane of the parts, the first admitting of the diffusions of the 
urine very readily from the looseness of its texture, the other producing 
adhesions before the urine is allowed to pass; which adhesions after- 
wards exclude it. 

It sometimes happens that the urine gets into the spongy substance of 
the body of the urethra, and is immediately diffused through the whole, 
even to the glans penis, producing mortification of all these parts, which 
J have more than once seen. 

When the urine has got into the cellular membrane, although the ul- 
ceration of the urethra is in the perinaeum, yet it generally makes its 
way easil/ forwards into the scrotum, that part being composed of the 
loosest cellular membrane in the body. Wliien the seat of the ulceration 
is in the membranous or bulbous part of the urethra, and the pus and 
urine have found their way to the scrotum, there is always a hardness 
leading along the perinaeum to the swelled scrotum, which is in the tract 
of the pus. 

The ulceration cannot be prevented but by destroying, the stricture; 
but when tlic water has got into the cellular membrane, which is the 
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slate we have been describing, the removal of the stricture will, in ge- 
neral, be too late to prevent all the mischief, although it will be neces- 
sary for the conjplete cure; therefore an attempt should be made to 
pass a bougie, for perhaps the stricture may be included in the ulcer- 
ation, as was mentioned before, and thereby allow a bougie to pass. 
When this is the case, bougies must be almost constantly used to pro- 
cure as free a passage forwards in the right way as possible. Where the 
bougie will not pass, I am afraid that the use of the caustic, a^ described 
in the case of a stricture, will in many cases not be quick enough/and 
in others cannot be tried, as the situation of the stricture is often such 
as will not admit of it. 

While ihe cure of tlie stVicture is attempting, every method is to be 
used that removes inflammation, particularly bleeding; silting over the 
steam of warm water gives great relief; but this is merely a palliative. 
The warm bath, opium, and the turpentines given by the mouth and 
also by the anus, will: assist in taking off any spasmodic affection; but 
all these are loo often insufficient, and therefore immediate relief must' 
be attempted, bolh to unload the bladder, and prevent any furlher ef- 
fusion of urine into the cellular membrane. This must be done by an 
operation, which consists in making an opening inlo the urethra some 
where beyond the stricture, and the nearer to the strtclurc the better. 

The method of performing the operation is, first to pass a director, or 
some such instrument, inlo the urethra, as far as the stricture ; (hen 
make the end of the instrument as prominent externally as possible, so 
as to be felt, which in such a case is often difficult, sometimes impossible ; 
if felt, cut upon it till it is exposed, continue the incision a little further 
on towards the bladder, or anus, so as to open the urethra beydnd the 
stricture; this will be sufficient to allow the lirine to escape, and to de« 
stroy the stricture. . If the instrument cannot be felt at first by the finger, 
cut down towards it, which will bring it within the feel of the finger^ 
and then proceed as above direciedi 

If the stricture in the ilirethra is opposite to the scrotum, it being im« 
possible to make the opening there, it must be made in the perinaeam, 
in which case there can be ino direction given by an instrument, as one 
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cannot be made to pass so far, therefore we must be guided by our know- 
ledge ofthe parts. The opening being made, the stricture is to be searched 
lor as described in theoperatioD, in cases where a falsie passage has been 
made, by passing a probe from the wound forwards, towards the glans* 
The other steps ofthe operation will be nearly the same. In which ever 
way the operation is performed a bougie niust be introduced, and the 
wound healed up over it. In my opinion a catheter answers this pur* 
pose better. 

Great attention should be still paid to the inflammation which arises 
in consequence of the urine being diffused in the cellular membraae, as 
before described. Where this inflammation is attended with suppuration 
and mollification, it will be necessary, as wfell in this case,' as in that 
wl^ere no operation is required, to scarify the paints freely, to; give an 
opening both to the urine and pus. Where mortification has taken place 
JQ the skin, the scarifications should be made in the mortified places, if it 
can be dond with equal advantage, and this with a .view to prevent irri- 
tation. Perhaps dressing the parts with opium might be of service. 

Iq tot4l suppressions of urine from whatever cause, the urine should 
never be allQwed to accumulate, and should either be drawn off ire* 
quently, or a catheter should be kept continually in the urethra ai^d 
bladder; because we shouldi on no kiccount, allow, the bladder to be 
distended beyond an easy state,' for if It is, it always brings on debilitat- 
ing- and alarming symptoaaes, as paralysis :af that viscus. Little regard is 
to be paid to the urethra in comparison, of :the bladder ; but in many 
supptessions, as in cases of strictures, it becomes impossible to draw k^ 
the water. In. some cases, where the urethra is! ulcerated, and the urine 
gets info the cellular membrane of tbc penis, andiprepuce, se^ as to dis* 
tetid them much, producing a phymosis, it become iiinpdssible to find 
the orifice of the urethra. The following case illustrates, most of the pre* 
ceding facts, 

A gentleman of a scrofulous habit had often had venereal gonorrhceast 
which were generally severe, and commonly produced swellings, or 
knobs along the urethra, upon which account he was advised to avoid 
getting this disease as much as possible. When in the country, in No- 
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vember 1 7 dfS, he was attacked with a slight cold or fever, and a small 
discharge from the urethra, which he could not determine to be either 
yeneteal or not.i In this state he set out for London, but was taken ill 
OB thelroad with a suppression, of nrine, which detained him two days 
at ail inn. Wheii.he came to town, I found hini with a good deal of 
fever; He jipoke to me only x>f a discharge! from the urethra; but as L 
did hot conceiye that, the fever couid arise from that cause, I desiradi 
him to be eaiybn that* account. I ordered for thait night six grains of 
Janies's powder: his physician saw hiiH afterwards, and ordered foi" his: 
ftivet what he thought proper. He was taken wilh a shivering lit, which 
made us Suspect it might terminate in an intermittent, and we wailed 
for the result* Hestiil complained of the discharge, and mentioned a 
sc^^en^s in the-* perina^um, both when he. made water and when he* 
pif^ed it exterhalty. (^ examining the {peripaQBm I found a fnlness* 
ther^,from which I suspected a stricture, and inquired particularly how 
he midc water in c6mipon : he declared very mxII; which led nie off 
from the true cause. We looked on this swelling as proceeding from an 
inflammation, either in consequence of the ferer, the disposition of the 
part, or both^ increased by sitting in a post-chaise for several days.' The < 
part tvas fomented, poulticed, and leeches applied several times. He; 
had another shivering fit three days after the first, which if his disease* 
had been an interaiittent would have constituted ai quartan; but he had' 
another some hours after, which made us giye up our suspicions of an 
intermittent^ We now began to suspect that matter was forming in this ' 
part, although I could never feel any thing like a fluctuation ; nor was 
the pain of the throbbing kind, or ^o acute as we commonly find it in 
the suppurative infiaqdmation. What in some degree surprised me was, 
that the swelling came forwards along the body of the penis towards the 
OS pubis-, while it seemed to be diminishing in the perinseum. He now 
began to find a difficulty in making water, wilh a frequent desire, which 
increased till there was a total suppression. I pressed on the lower part 
of the belly to see if the urine was secreted and accupiulated in the 
bladder, but I could not find any fulness, nor did he then feci pain on 
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such pressure ; however, about twenty- four houi^ afterwards he began to 
complain of a vast desire to make water, and a pain in the lower part of 
bis belly, and on placing the hand there, a fullness of the bladder was 
readily felt. It was now clear that the wrater should be'drawn oflF; but' 
as I still suspected mischief in the urethra as a cause in his complaint^ 
I took the necessary precautions. I provided myself with catheters and 
bougies of different sizes, and to be as much upon my guard as possiklci^ 
I introduced a bougie of a small size first, and found a full stop about 
the bulb of the urethra, I then took a smaller one, which passed, but. 
with difficulty. I afterwards passed a small catheter on to the-stric*' 
lure, where it stopped, but as it was absolutely necessary the water 
should be drawn off, I iised more force, than I otherwise would have, 
done; it went on, but with difficulty, ax^d I was not certain whether it 
was in the natural passage, or was niaking a new one. When Ihad got; 
so far as to be in the bladder (if I was in the right passage)) I found that 
no water came, I therefore pressed on the lower j>art of tlie bell^, and 
the water immediately came out through the catheter, which showed 
that the bladder had lost its power of contraction. The water was 
drawn off Ihree times every day, that is, every eight houi^s, to give aS' 
much ease to the bladder as possible, but still it was necessary to press 
upon the belly to assist the discharge of the urinie ; and it' was upwards 
of a fortnight before the bladder began to recover its power of contfa'ct* 
ing. The swelling in the perinaeum still continuied, advancing along 
the body of the penis, and spreading a little on the pubis; it seemed (o 
extend along the projecting part of the penis, and at! last filled the 
whole cellular membrane of the prepuce, but did not in the least affect; 
the scrotum. This swelling appeared to be owing to the. urine having* 
found its way into the cellular membrane of the perinaeum, and frofiii 
thence proceeding along the side of the pedis. 'When the prepuce be- 
came much loaded with water, a very considerable phymosis took 
place, which made the introduction of the catheter into the orifice of- 
the urethra very uncertain, so much did the swelled prepuce piroject 
over the glans. I was obliged to squeeze the water back into the body 
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of the penis, and introduce the finger» and feel for the glans, and on this 
finger ifitroduce the catheter, and in a few minutes I generally hit the 
orifice. 

The nature of the ease was now plain, for ulceration had taken place ' 
be)'ond the stricture, and the swelling had arisen from the urine hav* 
ing insinuated itself into the cellular membrane of the perinaeum; and 
as the urine passed out ef the urethra it was pushed forwards where the' 
celhilar membrane wa$ loosest, till it got to the very end of the prepuce 
as bcforementioned. 

By this time he was become extremely low' and irritable, his pulse' 
quick and small, his^ tongue brown, dry, and contraeted, his appetite 
gone, with great drought, bad sleep, and the first stages of a delirium^ 
coming on. . This discbvery.of the true state of the case gave a change' 
to the modtt of treatment* Ifi^tead of evacuations to lessen inflamma* 
tion, hark and cordials were given, with as much food as his stotnach' 
would bear; their effects on the constitution were almost immediate,' 
and he began to recover, although but slowly^ I jnade two jmnctures 
io tlie phymosi^ at the extremity, with a view both to take off the ten*' 
sion and to evacuate the urine from the cellular membrane, between* 
the peois and the skin. 

Blisters began to form oh the skin of the penis, and at last mortifica* 
tioa took place in several parts, especially on the prepuce, which I di<- 
vided at the mortified parts, and thereby the glans became exposed so* 
that the catheter could now be introduced easily. 

Upon squeezing the swelling from the perinaeum forwards along the 
penis, I could force out at the mortified parts, air, water, and some 
ixratter. . The cellular membrane under the skin was almost whoUy^ 
mortified. When bounds were set, to the mortification, the sloughing 
cellular membrane began to separate, and a good deal was cut away to 
keep the pans clean, and to allow of a.freer vent for the matter. Now 
that ^epapation was taking place I was clear that no inore water from the* 
bladder could insinuate itself any further into the surrounding cellular 
membrane, therefore it was not neciossary to pass the catheter any more,* 
and he wias.allowed to make water whenever he had a call ; which when 

Y. 
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v^A.M^ kuMh waya» through the urethra* and through the 

. V, ^Kx M Ih* openings where the skin had alougbed o£F. As 

iv \v(MV4tedt they came forwards from behind, at the sidt 

. .. y su^ »o ihat I could draw them out, and when >niost ofittie 

. Kw^l ^>^UuUr membrane was removed, I saw a part, about theaiee 

« I ^*t viKUv*^ of (he tendiuoua covering of the corpus cavemoaumi dead* 

viu^U vvA^ ttUo allowed to slough ofiV Most of the water now oame 

OiU'UtkU the soi^. The parts became noore pakiftiU he woAmororestkaa^ 

aiul uue moruuig he had a shivering fit. I endeavoured to pasa a bougie: 

vluwu tU« sore, between the akin and pesia» but couM not ; in the evcki- 

ii^g uf the same day a gush of matter aod blood came out of the dore» 

which immediately relieved him, and he began to mend again,*aiHi owk 

Uaucd to do so» both in the parts and his general healthy the waAer oooir. 

ing both ways, but often varying in quantity between the two paasagss ;. 

more and more however came the right way, till at last the neW passage 

cloMd «p entinly • 

Whik the external parts were healing up, I passed a bougie occasion- 
ally» to keep the passage clear and opep.: To find out thesiuia^ioni q£ 
IJbM inkemal opening, I ordered him lo press on diibrent parts ci the 
perinaeum while he was making water, by which oiueaos bs fouind thai 
by pressiiig upon a pariieular apot he could slop the water from; Aowtng 
through ihe new |iasaage« Ho was direotni however not tb| pmss teo. 
hard* for fear of forcing together the sides of tiie natural psssdge^: Upioirt 
erecticms the penis was boiii to tbe> side that had suSered»baU in.tim« 
the pirta gradually lecovered their BatUfai form. 



ni. OF INFLAMMATION IN THE PARTS SURROUNDING THE 

URETHRA. 

iNiiAHMATiOH eansMl hy th« dbfeension and knftatuNi of the mmhn 
•A«u cxtoads c«Mid«nUy funb«r (ban tbe surflice of thi» cao^ for 
iIm sunqiuMUog parts bocomc Um acat of inflami»ation, the skuaiioo of 
vkich wiU coaamoDly b« aocording lo the silualioD oC the atrictaie. 
Thua «a &ad.thc iBfliioiiBatM».affi3Ciing the prostcaiegland, the moia- 
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branouB part oT ilie urethra, the bulb, and probably Gowper's glattdi, 
with other parts of the urethra botw«en the bulb aud the glani. But 
infiaikimiition in the flurroundiDg parts of the urethra il tioi always a con- 
sequetioe of distension or stricture ) it ariies.oftei) from other irriiatiorii 
in this canal, such as violent gonorrhosas, and very irritatin.(( trtjedtionSi 
When inflanttnation attacks these parts it is of the true adhesive 
kind ; and therefore wlieh suppuration takes place an abscess mtist be 
formed unless the inflammation be resolved. The matter, acoording to 
a general principle in abscesses, points externally ; when the seat of the 
abscess is either in the pit)state gland, the membrauous pan, or the 
bulb of the urethra, tbe mattier will point In the perinndm ; or -thb ab< 
S6C8S may be formed forwards in the serotum, or before It, acdording to 
the situation of the stricture. 

The seat of these abscesses is generally so near (he inner surface of the 
urethra, that the partition botwtehthem often gives way, and they 

open internally, as frequently happens in an abscess by the side of the 
rectum, so that the matter is at onee dischat^M by the urethra or car< 
ried back imo the bladder to be discharged with the urine: When (h0 
internal opeuing only takes place, I belieye it is owing to the ulceration' 
of the inner surface of the urethra having taken place, as has beed 
already de^ribed { and in these cases also the stricture is sometimes 
involved in the abscess amd ulceration, by which means the water will 
find a free passage forwards ; but the urine has also a free passage into 
tlie abseess, which we may stippose Retards its healing, and often be- 
comes the cause of itsopenteg externally; but here, from the adhesive 
mflammation having taken place, the urine cannot insimiate itself into 
the surrounding cellular membrane, so as to produce- the consequences 
mentioned in treating oS the wsrf in wfaigh nature endeavours to relieve 
herself. In such cases we find, upon pressing ihb dbseess eatcmally, the 
matter is squeezed into the urethra, and so cut by the! glans. it some- 
ti«»e8 happens that k catheter can be introduced into the openitig of 
stidi an atMcess, by >i^ich ineans it can be washed by iojeotic^ some^ 
thing tbfough tlie eathetfn-, wintr^y probably it aaay be sooner healed. 
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It more frequently happens that sucb abscesses open ix)th internalty 
and externally, discharging themselves both ways* 
. These ulcerations and suppurations of botXi JLinds are to be coqskiered 
9$ efforts of nature ; or to speak nnore physiologically, as a natural con* 
sequence arising from such irrit^aticm, hy <which, as the ui^ine cannot 
pass by the old passage, a jiew one is made lo prevent further roisehicL 
• Both these d iseascs^ when they open ex tenially ,. if not properly treated, 
often lay the foundation for the complaint* commonly called the fistula 
in perLnaeo ; which ia owing to the bottom of the abscess having a les$ 
disposition to heal- than the external parts. It may be further supposed^, 
that the urine passing into the abscess by the inner orifice, aiid making 
its escapes by the extenaaU keeps up a constant irritation in the sore, 
which in some nieasure may prevent a union of the sides, and rather 
dispose them to form themselves into a hard callous substance, whose 
inn^r Surface k)ses the disposition for union, and assumes^ the nature 
of an outlet 

. But it is more than probable that these abscesses not readily pealing, 
depends upon the cause of their first action often continuing id fuU 
force, that is, a diseased state of the interpal parts, as will be further 
illustrated when on the fistula in perinaeo. They ufiien heal up at the 
orifice in the. skin, es{>ecially if the water has* a free passage forwards; 
but if the internal opening is not perfectly consolidated, some waiec will 
insinuate itself into the old sore, become thecaxise of fresh inflammations 
and suppurations in the suFiX)unding parts, which frequently open ex- 
ternally in different places, not following the .old canal, although they 
sometimes communicate with it and form branches, as it ivere, from the 
principal trunk. I have seen the scrotum, perinaeura, and insideof the 
thigh, full of openings which were the mouths of so many sinuses Ijead- 
iug to the first formed abscess. When tlie abscess opens only eiternally, 
which is seldom the case^il is to be consid^r^sd^ as a common abscess. 

When these inflammations arise from stricture, the difficulty id mak« 
ing water is increased in the time oi the iuilammatioa, which is gene- 
rally so great as to compress the sides of the urethra together fot some 
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way; beside, the stricture itself will become tighter from being inflainejd» 
Inflammation in these parts, even when it does not arise from a stricture^ 
brings 'on a suppression of urine ; but in such cases a bougie or catheter 
can be passed ; the last of which, io cases of obstruction arising frorqir 
contiguous swellings, as tumors, inflammations, and swelled prostate 
gland, . is the proper instrument, as the sides of the urethra wpuld bCj 
pressed together immediately upon withdrawing the bougie, by which, 
the urine would be as much as ever prevented from following* 

IV. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE INFLAMMATION IN THE 

SURROUNDING PARTS. 

The inflammation of these parts is to be treated like other inflammations* 
Resolution is much to be wished for; but it is almost impossible it 
should take place where stricture is the cause. When the stricture is 
removed, either by ulceration or a bougie, we have only the inflamma* 
tion to contend with ; but this seldom happens, for the inflammation ia 
but too often accompanied with suppuration. 

When suppuration takes place, (he sooner the abscess is opened ex« 
ternally the better, as that may in some cases be. the mean», though. 
. seldom^ of preventing its opening internally ; yet it may prevent the 
inner opening from becoming so large as it otherwise might do. The 
opening externally should be large ; and if the stricture is not involved 
in the suppuration, then it must be destroyed ; because no cure can take 
place while the water passes through the new opening, I have sue* » 
ceeded with the caustic even in strictures of long standing.. 

When the stricture will admit of the passage of a bougie through it» 
it is to be kept almost constantly in the urethra, and to be withdrawn 
only at the time of making water ; this will allow the urine to pass more, 
ireely through the urethra^ without escaping through the sore. The sore 
must be healed up from the bottom. 

In many such cases of abscess in perin^eo where (he stricture has been, 
destroyed, the passage at that part is so irregular, that the catheter is the 
best instrument to use ; and where the parts are much contracted^a flex* 
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catheter may be readily introduced down to the stricture, and then 
a curved stilet passed into it, which will admit of its being directed into 
* the bladder. In this way I have sometimes succeeded when all other 
MtehipM have failed. 

Hollow bougies are recommended in such cases, after the stricture is 
deistroyed, to prevent the urine passing through the wound. This in- 
strument admits of a constant dribbling of urine through it; but the 
bougie may he occasionally stopped up, and the urine permitted to pass 
when there is a desire to make water. It becomes under certain circum- 
^tatices the worit instrument passible, for if its canal is not of a sf^e suf- 
ficient to let the water pass as" freely as the contraction of the bladder 
requires, the water will pass easily by the side of the bougie to the ab- 
scess, and not getting forwards beyond the stricture, flow out at the 
abscess. To avoid this eflfect as thtich as possible, the hollow bougies 
shonkl be as large a^ the striciured part will allow, and its sides should 
be as thin as possible, that its passage may be the larger. The elastic 
gum has these two properties in a higher degree than the spiral wire 
covered with waxed cloth. But as I doubt very much the passage of the 
uritie being an hindrance to the hcah'ug of the sore, I am less solicitous 
about such practice ; for we find that after cutting for the stone the parts 
heal very readily; and even in this operation the external parts which 
are not diseased heal up vety readily. I suspect (hat the want of dis- 
position to heal arises from the strictures not being sufficiently subdued, 
or the deeper pans not being in a healthy state. 

When these suppurations are left to themselves, and, no method tried 
to remove the stricture, and of course nothing introduced into the ureihra, 
the stricture sometimes closes entirely up, so that no water can pass for- 
wards through the urethra ; and therefore before any attempt can be 
made to heal the fistulous orifices, a passage must be made through the 
mlited paits* This cannot be done with a bougie ; and if this union of 
the parts is before the bend of the urethra, which most cooimonly it i$^ 
nothing but the caustic can be applied with any prospect of success, as 
will be mentioned more fully in treating df the fistula in perinaeo. 



SUPPOSED GONS£jQU£NC£S OF OONOlUiHQSA. m 



V. OF THE EFFECTS OF INFLAMMATION IN THE SURROUNDING 

PARTS UPON THE CONSTITUTION. 

f 

The effects, which these attempts to form a new passage for the urine 
have upon the constitution, are veiy consLderable ; oiuch more so than 
what one would at first expect. Those cases appear to be most formi* 
dable which begin by ulceratioci on the inocB surface of the urethoraf mad 
where the. water diffuses itself into the celialar focmbraneof the scrotara 
and penifii^ .n .'« * ^M.'-i 

These where the inflammation is ciix:miiscribed are more the tnhe 9kh 
sces8^aod therefore do much less mbducCto tfaepartsJthan>wlKC»theciviiio 
b diffused in the cellular membrane. In these last, if not somi n^cyvAf 
tjhe patient sink^, and a inortificattoD oonses on. If before the padtfDS 
»inks,a separation of the slough takes place, this sepafation perkirniBlifa^ 
operation of opecingt and the patient maj recoven We shmddiiol^ f 
believe, wait for such separation of the mcnrGified part^ but make zm 
opening early, upon the first knowledge of a diffusioii of wat^r into the 
cellular membrane ; and we should be guided as to situatiOB- b)^ inCM** 
ducing a sta^into the urethra on to the stricture. But in some c»e» 
this cannot be clone, for when the urine gets into the cbrpoi spongiosaniv 
it produces mortification of all these parts,>and rendere the wbcAe sO' 
indistinct that often no urethra can be Ibund. ^ ' i 

The eiects that the circumscribed uiflaimmadDn has-upbti thexoasti^ 
tution, is^ generally not so serionsas the above^ for mortifiQafttioii as sel^ 
dom takes place in this as in abscesses m general When the abscSM is 
from the bulb backwards^ there is generally a smart sympathetie fever» 
because the abscess will be of considerable size before il g|sM tO'thesIdn^ 
of the perinaBim^, and is, generally attended with great pain; biit,tbi0' 
pain goes, off by the formatioaof tine matter, especially if opened early* ' 

As there is a great disposition for violent actieciY attended witbgveat' 
weakness in such cases^ more especially in those of the first kind, it is 
advisable to give the bark early ^ and in considerable ^ancity ^ bu9 I 
apprehend it is necessary to give along with it sudorifies^ as Che saJiifie 




draughts, ffr mhik of the prcpariiioi» of axiuimoixT, as there 

a I^hI deal of linrer. The bark giv«ai scrmrth, and abo in 

hnctn frritabili.y, and br ifaat meais ksseiH aakn ; buL k sboold be 

agisted by oihcf niediciiics: opiam will add lo iu e&cts. 

VL OF FISTUL.C L\ PERIXi£0. 

It «rteo bappcm that ibc new paanges lor tbe nrine do not beal ob ac* 
cooot of tbe ilrictiirc not being removed ; and ereo when tbe stricfnrv 
if rcmored^ tbcy frequently bave no disposition to beaL In bocb caR» 
th^ become &Uiloiis« and produce frcsb inflammatJoiB and soppo- 
laliemii wbieh do not aiwafi open into tbe old sore, bat make new «ipcn* 
iflU^ externally. TbeK lometinies arise from tbe fint external openings 
not being iufikienlly large, so tbat tb^ beal up long before tbe bottom* 
or loag before tbe diseased nretbra ; and even wbeu tbe external open- 
ibg bas bem made as large as pOMble, it will often beal sooner tban the 
bcfttooi, and become fistolons at last. 

h i$ very coronion for tbese diseases lo aflecC die comtiiotion, so as to 
briog on agmish eomplaiots. I liave seen several alFccied i^itb r^nlar 
agues, wliere ibe bark has produced no effect ; but whcne^-cr the ob- 
slruaian bas been gcit the better of, or llie fistuknis orifice opened and 
in a state of healing, these complaints have entirely gone offl 

To cure this disease, it is necessary first to make tbe natural pass^^e 
as free as possible, that no obstruaion may arise from that quarter, and 
sometimes this alone is sufficient ; for the urine finding a free passage 
fornrards, Is not forced into the orifice, and the parts lose the sensation 
of disease, or die necessity of keeping open. Besides, 1 ajiprehend tbat 
the bougie may bring on an inflammation on the urethra at tliis pan, 
and produce adhesions there; but if this effect is not produced early, 
the bougie will rather do harm if applied too often, and too long at a 
time, as. will bf^ more fully explained. But this practice of dilating the 
stricture is not always sufficient ; it is often necessary to perform. some' 
operation on those fi^lulse, when they alone become the oU^tacle Ui .the; 
curci wliicji 1 shall now describe. 
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VII. OF THE OPERATION FOR FISTULiE IN PERINiEO. 

When the before-roentioned treatment is not sufficient for the cure of 
these new passages, a method should be followed similar to that, used in 
the cure of a fistula in other parts, by laying it freely open to the bottom^ 
and even making the orifice in the urethra a fresh sore if possible. This 
will be difficult in many situations of the internal opening ; and the 
mode of opening, and other circumstances attending the operation, will 
vary according to the situation. 

That as little o^the sound part of the inner surface of the urethra may 
be opened as possible, and that the diseased part may be fully exposed, 
it is necessary to be well directed to the inner orifice, for which we have 

4 

commonly two guideis ; one is a staff introduced into the urethra as far 
as is thought necessary, dr as far 'a& it will go, which will only be to the 
stricture, where the stricture still exists, or it may pass on to the bladder 
in cases wherd the stricture has been destroyed ; the other guide is a 
probe passed into the fistulous orifice. The probe should be first bent^ 
that it may more readily follow thb turns of the fistula, and be introduced 
as far as possible ; ifit could be made to meet the staff, so much the 
better, as then the operator could cut just what is necessary. If a straight 
probe could be made topass, then, perhaps, a director might ; if so, it 
is the best instrument for operating upon. If neither the probe, ncir the 
director,, can be madeuo pass on to the staff, we must o{K*n as far as they 
go, aiid begin searching anew after the remainder of the passage with 
the same ihstrumeint, and pursue it till the whole fistulous canal is laid 
open. If there are any sinuses, they are tu be laid open if possible ; but 
it frequently happens that they cannot be followed by the knife, some 
running along the penis where the scrotum is attached, others passing 
on towards the pubis round the penis, while others are about the mem- 
branous part of the urethra. In such cases I would not be delicate; I 
hatve several times introduced my finger into these sinuses, and have 
torn the parts so as to produce a considerable inflammation^ by which 
means they oAen tiuppurate, granulate, and unite. 

Z 
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If ibe situation of the internal orifice is opposite to the scrotum, it will 
be difficult to get to it, but I imagine we may use great freedom with 
the external parts, whatever they are, for they are generally in a state 
of callosity. Howei^et*, this is to be done with judgment. 

In cases, where the disease is before the membranous part, and the 
stricture is not removed, a staff cannot be made to pass on to tlie inner 
orifice. In such the fistulous opening must be followed by introducing 
a probe or director into it, and dilating upon the instrument till the 
urethra beyond the stricture is found ; and then a probe must be passed 
on towards the gians, to meet the end of the staff at the stricture ; sitnil^* 
to what is done in the operation, where a false passage has been made by - 
tlie mismanagement of the bougie ; the stricture must then be destroyed, 
and a bougie passed, as was recommended in that operation. 

If either the ulceration, or the abscess, is^forn^ied in or near the pro* 
state gland, tlien probably tlie strictureas near that par(^^ «In that ^a^e, 
a staff must be passed as far as possible; and a probe or dir^tor intro- 
duced into the external orifice, aodlhe operatiop is to be directed 4c- 
rordingly. The difference of the operation in this casie from the former 
will be, that wie shall most probably be obliged Itp. get into tl^e urethra 
>pn both sides of the stricture, thetefure niOi^.Q^ tiiic ^ao^l must be ex- 
posed. 

As this operation is the opening of all the fi8tuloi|$ Qanals, and al.i^ 
the destruction of the stricture, if there has been one, an instpatujqnt now 
can, in every case, he passed into the bladder. It wii] itiosC probably 
always be proper to introduce an instrument ifUto the, bladder, and.keep 
it there almost constantly, so as to preserve the passage of the urethra 
in a regular form, while the openings made are healing; and probably 
the catheter will be by much the best instrument, because it is not ne- 
cessaiy te be withdrawn whenever the necessity to make water comes 
on, which a bougie must ; and its introduction again is often not pracf 
ticable, for its end will be apt to get into the wound, kc. 

In such cases as require a hollow canula to be left in the bladder for 
the purposeof taking off the water: wlietheracalhcter or hollow bougici 
it is absolutely necessary it should be fixed there, or felw it will in com- 
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mon come out by the actions of Ihe part. To effect ihis, it is necessary 
to fix that end of the instrument out of the penis to some part of thc^ 
body that is the least moveable. What will answer extremely well, is 
the c6ramon belt-part of the bag truss, with only two thigh-straps fixed 
behind, and made to tie or buckle before; and two or three very small 
rings or ^horl tapes fixed to those straps : where they pass between the 
thigh and scrotum, they should not be at a great distance from one 
another where they are fixed behind to the belt, for otherwise they arc 
much altered in tightness by the motion of the thighs If they have a, 
flat spring in them,so much the better.* 

The common bag-truss for the scrotum answers extremely well, first, 
by fixing two or three rings on each side of it along. the side of the 
scrotum, and with a piece of small tape the ring of the canula can be 
fastened to any one of those rings that is most convenient for its 
situation. 

Whatever instrument is used for the purpose of keeping the passage 
clear and open while the sores are healing, whether the sores are in con- 
sequence of this operation, or in consequence of the causes of the fistulaBi .. 
which I have described, there is a limited time in many ca^es for its 
continuance ; for^ if continued beyond a certain period, it frequently* 
acts contrary to what was intended ; at first it often assists the cure, but 
towards the last it may obstruct the healing of the sores, by acting at. 
the bottom of the wound as an extraneous body. Therefore whenever 
the sores become stationary, T would advise the withdrawing of the in- 
stmment, and the introducing it only occasionally. The catheter will pro-; 
bably be still the bes4 instrumeiyt for this purpose, .a$ it will pass more 
readily, and draw off the water at the same time. However, I have often 
used a bougie, and by great care have passed it with success; and pro- 
bably it will be proper to use it every now and then, even when ail is 
healed, to know if the passage keeps well. • 

The sore and the woiuid are to be at first dressed down to the bottom 
as much as possible, which will prevent the reunion of the |>art$ just , 

• Mr. Vafibuicheirs springs would answer very well. 
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divided, and make the granulations shool from the bottom, so as to con* 
sol id ate the whole by one bond of union. 

When the urethra has suffered so much that abscesses have formed 
beyond the scrotum, the patient should ever after take great care to 
avoid a fresh gonorrhoea, for he seldom, in that case, escapes a return of 
the same complaints; and, indeed, if he is not careful in many other 
respects, he is liable to returns of the same disease. If, notwithstanding 
this precaution, he should contract a gonorrhcea, every thing heating is 
to be carefully avoided, particularly irritating injections. 

The following case shows that keepmg extraneous bodies in the 
urethra, prevents wounds made into the canal from healing: 

A man, aged twenty-six, came into Su George's Hospital, March 2, 
1783. He had laboured under a fistula in perinaeo for near two years, 
arising from a stricture, attended with great pain and difficulty in mak- 
ing water. Four fii>tulous orifices were to be observed in the perinaeum 
and scrotum. The smallest bougie could not be made to pass into the 
bladder, after repeated trials. The caustic was then applied, but without 
success. 

The operation for the fistula in perinaeo was performed, September 19. 
A catheter was first introduced as far as it would go, as a director, and 
all the sinuses were laid open to that catheter, which exposed near an 
inch of that instrument ; then the catheter was in part withdrawn to 
expose that part of the urethra which was laid bare. The blood being 
sponged off, the orifice in the stricture was next searched for, and when 
found it was dilated. The catheter was now pushed on to the bladder, 
although with some difficulty, and the end of it was then fastened to a 
roller which went round the thighs ; and the wound was distended with 
lint. He took an anodyne draught after the operation, and another at 
night. September 520, he had some pain in the head from the opiates, 
his pulse was natural, and he had slept tolerably well. 

21. This- day the catheter slipped out, and the second introduction 
of it gave consideiable pain. The anodyne was repeated. 

October 1 . The catheter was still to be felt by introducing a probe 
into the wound. 
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From this time to the 25 ih, nothing material happened, excepting a 
piece of lint of the first dressing coming away through the urethra. 

November 3)0. The wound having for some time been stationary, and 
showing no disposition^ to heal^ I conceived that the catheter was now 
acting as an extraneous l>ody at the bottom of the wound, and therefore 
desired that it might be withdrawn, and passed occasionally ; and no 
sooner was the wound free from it but it put on a healthy look ; and 
by the lOth of December no urine came through the wound, but passed 
tolerably well through the urethra; and on the 15{th the wound was 
quite healed, and his water came from him in a pretty full stream, and 
without pain, although we could never pass either catheter or bougie 
afterwards, probably from the new and old passages being irregular. 

The Editor has found that in all cases of fistalse in perinaeo, in which, 
. by means of the caustic, the stricture had been completely removed, 
nothing more proved necessary for the complete cure of the fistulas. 



. « 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



OF SOME OTHER AFFECTIONS OF THE URETHRA. 

1h% Aibitanoe of the urethra is moscolar, aod it is tfacreibre cafnUe 
of contracting its canal, similar to an intestine, so much so as to shot it 
tip entirely. This makes it subject to diseases peculiar to nusde in ge- 
neral; which is indeed the only proof we have of its being mnsoibr, 

I. OF THE SPASMODIC AFFECTIONS OF THE URETHRA. 

In a sound state of parts these muscles are never excited to violent 
actions, acting simply as sphincter muscles ; but when irritated, they 
are capable of acting violently, as is best seen in some cases upon the 
first use of injections, the urethra often refusii^ the injection entirely. 
This seems rather to be a salutary motion to hinder things from getting 
into the bladder; but there are often spasmodic contractions of these 
muscular fibres in different parts of the canal shutting up the passage 
and obstructing the course of the urine, often not allowing a drop to 
pass. That this also is owing to spasm upon the muscular fibres is evi- 
dent, because a large bougie will sometimes pass when it is at the worst. 
When the contraction is near the bladder it is called a strangury, and 
is often produced in a sound state of parts by irritating medicines, the 
power of which fall upon these parts, as cantharides ; and when this 
part is in an irrftable state, the spasm may be brought on by a vast 
number of things^ such as most of the peppers, fermented liquors of all 
kinds, violent exercise, Sec. 

The urethra in cases of spasmodic stricture is more irritable than in 
the true stricture, which irritation indeed is in a great measure the cause 
of the spasm. Spasmodic strictures often bear so strong a resemblance 
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.(o the cramp, that one would be apt to attribute them to the same cause 
as tliattMhich produces cramp. In such cases the spasm also goes off by 
tickling the part similar to the removal of cramp* 

In all casesof veiy irritable urethras, where spasm very readily takes 
place, the persou should never long retain his urine when he has an in- 
clination to make it ; for I have seen cases where this alone has brought 
on the spasm ; and these parts, when in perfect health, will be thrown 
into a spasmodic affection, if the urine is loo long confined in the blad* 
der; while at the same lime a certain fulness of the bladder, or a small 
degrcTe of retention of the urine will make the bladder contract wilh 
more force ; and the urethra will for the same reason relax more freely ; 
therefore in cases, where tliere is a tendency to strangury there is sel* 
dom any harm in waiting a little after the inclination comes on.* 

I may be allowed here to caution surgeons, who have not had oppor- 
jLunilies of seeing many of tl^ese cases, when they meet with permanent 
Mri.wtures, which >arc becoming troublesome, attended wjih frequency in 
making water, and a difficulty in passing it, often threatening strangury, 
i]ot to advjse, or rather not to allow, their patients to take long jour- 
nies eilt^r on horseback or in carriages, more especially in the winter 
mhtfxihk weather is Qold ; for I have known niany patients labouring 
under such complaints taken ill in the middle of a journey, and obliged 
to stop for days upon the roa4s ai^ who have continued in misery the 
xemainder of ijhe journey ; and after haying arrived at the place of their 
destination, haye bee^ laid up for monihsi and have suffered from niost 
of the before-mentioned complaints. 

II. OF THE CURE OF THE SPASMODIC AFFECTION OF THE 

URETHRA 

It may not be improper to premise, Uiat in diseases of the actions 
oxily of the urethra and bladder, whether spasmodic, and proceeding 
from too-great irritability, or paralytic, although two opposite diseases, 
irritations on other parts have often wonderful effects on both,. equally 
diminishing the action in the one, and increasing it ill the other * The 
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proof of this will appear in treating of the irritable and paralytic 
urelhra and bladder; for in either part, and in either casc« we find bli^- 

• 

ters applied to the lower part of the small of the back or the periiiseunr, 
as also many other applications to this part, often producing great effects,* 
As spasm simply is not an alteration of structure, but is only a dis- 
eased or preternaiural action arising from some irritation, it may be 
made to cease instantaneously. In whatever part of the urethra the 
spasm is, if time will allow, it is proper to try internal medicines and 
also external applications, to remove it. The internal medicine that 
may be said to act immediately are opiates and turpenlines.t given 
either by the mouth or the anus; but they are more immediate in their 
effects in the form of clyster, especially the opium. It is very possible 
that camphire might be of use in stranguries arising from spasm, as well 
as in those produced by cantharides. Bark is often had recourse to in 
spasmodic affections, hi which it is thought to be of service; but in 
such affections of the urethra I think I have seen it frequently do- barm. 
The external applications are the steam of warm water with spirits^ 
the pediluvium, the warm bath, bladders of warm water applied to 
the perina&um, and sfmilar applications. The crumb^ part of a new 
baked loaf, warm fr9m the oven, applied to the perinseum, hais been 
found to give ease. ' '^ . 

* I have known a blister applied to the loins in a great measure re- 
move the spasni from the urethra; and the same put upon the peri- 
naetim is fully as effectual. Bui in most cases^ the^e methods are too 
tedious ; therefore when the case has been of some standing before 

^ That the parfl coocem€d in the expolMoa of 4he arine (as the bladder .and orethia) 
•ympaibise strongly wilb the akin oflbe periunum, I believe is commonly supposed, from 
applications being often made to that part in cases of stoppages of urine. This sympathy 
not only takes place in the diseased actions of those parts so as to bring about a natural 
action, but often becomes a stimulus to natural actions where there is no disease. 

A gentleman who had no complaint in these partly had a smalf fistula at the side of the 
rectum, for which he ofiie'rt bad occasion to sit over the steam •of warm water and vinegar; 
and this applicatiQO to the perinaeum never failed of making bim make water. 

t Dr. Homje, in bis experiments on this medicine^ found that large doses brought on 
the strangury in women. 
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o^istanoc has been called for^ and require^i imtnediate reliefj tecourso 
sfaoukl be bad to the catheter or bou^c iditnediately. 

If ihe contraction is near the bladder, the catheter will answer best ; 
but \^n most aa$e» ihe beugie will be sufficient, and is a mu€h safer in- 
strument ; for in maey hands the catheter is a very dangerous one» 
irec]litrriig a dexterity only to be got by a thorough knowledge of thcf 
course of the canal, and a habit of passing iL The bougie has likewise 
this advantage^ that in many cases where the part spasmodically affected 
will not allow it to pa^s^ it may be allowed to lie close to the stricture p 
ibr it 19 not always nccesGiary for the bougie to pass tbrongli tbecon!^ 
stricted part ; as I hzvt sctn where a bougie has oi^ly passed a l;ittltf 
way into the iirctht^ ami by letting it star th^ere cifll the dcsiiFc o^f mak^ 
ing water has come on, th€ water, on witlidrark^ing the boo^e^ hiK 
followed very freely^ Iti sfu«h eates, ereH when the bot^ie paAsc9 cnta 
the bladdtfr it is* necesMry to* let it stay in the passage tiki the im^hei^ 
kion to make water cottiei^ on^ and then M Withdraw ie; i^ tkw itatep 
does not follow on the first attempt, it will be proper W make ancnber^ 
or if only part follows the bougie, it will b^ necessary to introduce it 
again. This circrnnatance of the water following the boiigre with more 
certainty if it is allowed to stay till the inclination comes on, is a proof 
Ibat the dispositron in the bladder for contracting, removes in sonid 
degree the disposition for contraction id the urethra. 

Soiae atteation is- necessary with respect to the passing of the boogitf 
in these ca»e9^ for the urethra berng mofe irritable than eommopr^ k* 
eften' resists^ the botfgie before it reache* the trtie spasiftodie part ; when 
this is the case force is not to fee used, but We sheutd rather* wait a littlie*' 
ifoth pavrenee, and- then make anether attenipt to pwsiv it on. Dipping 
*hc eftd of the penis in very cold water often remeKres* the spasiai, aflct 
ttic water ftews' immediately and freely. 

• In most case& there is an' uneasy sensation* af the e^icl of the penis 
which leads the patient to rub those parts, and sometimes, though rarely 
during the friction, the wafer will pass. Gently irritaiittg injections 
only thrown in a Hltle way, oftert give ease. Thdy act', I supjiose, sbmc- 

A A 
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wliat like the bougie that does not pass : by irritating one part of the 
urethra the other relaxes. They act in some cases as a preventive. 

III. OF THE PARALYSIS OF THE URETHRA. 

In opposition (o the foregoing disease, there is the want of power of 
contraction of the urethra; but this is not so frequent a case as the 
(brmer. This disease is attended with symptoms contrary to those of 
the foregoing ; the bladder is hardly allowed to be filled so as to give 
the stimulus of repletion ; but the water dribbles away insensibly as 
fast as secreted by the kidneys ; or if the bladder is filled so as to re« 
eeive the stimulus for expulsion, then it immediately takes place, anct 
the water flows, if the person does not act with the musculi acceler* 
atores ; but sometimes in such cases the power of contraction of these 
muscles is lost, and then the water will flow, whether the person will or 
not, there being little or no power of retention. There is great differqice 
in the degrees of violence of this disease. 

IV. CURE OF THE PARALYSIS OF THE URETHRA. 

It is to be cured by stimulants, as a blister to the loins, or a blister to 
the perinaeum. Putting the feet into cold water may be useful. Gaatha- 
rides taken internally, fifteen or twenty drops once or twice a day, 
according to their efiects, are of singular service in some cases. 

A man came to St. George's Hospital with this complaint. 1 ordered 
him the before mentioned medicine, and it had such an effect as to bring 
on the contrary disease, or a spasmodic affection of the urethra, so that he 
could not make water when he had the inclination ; but an injection of 
opium removed this complaint, and he was then well. In this case a few 
drops less) probably, would have effected a cure without any inconve* 
Bience. 

IS^pices, and steel mcdic'nes arc of service; and from what was said 
bdpre of the bark, 1 should suppose it a good medicine. Electricity 
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may also be tried. Washing the parts with cold water may probably.be 
ofservicc. : ) . ' 

V. OF CARUNCLES OR EXCRESCENCES IN THE URETHRA. ' 

$TRiGru4iEs are>pot suppo^d to b^ the only causes of obstruction to the 
passage of urine in this canal ; excrescences or caruncles areJikeyvisQ 
mentioned by authors as^liappening frequen||y. Fropi the f^mi^ianty, 
with which they talk of them, and the few instances in which they really 
occur, one would suspect that this cause of obstruction was originally 
founded in opinion, and not observation, and afterwards h anded down 
as matter of fact. If caruncles had been at first described from actual 
examination of cases, the language would have accorded with the ap- 
pearances, and they would have been considered as seldom the causes 
of obstruction, compared with strictures. However, they do sometimes 
happen, although but rarely. I have, in all my examinations of dead 
bodies, seen only two, and these were in very old strictures, where the 
urethra had sufiered considerably. They were bodies rising from the 
surface of the urethra like granulations, or what would be called polypi 
m other parts of the body. It is possible they may be a species of inter* 
nal wart, for I have seen warts extend someway into the beginning of the 
urethra, having very much the appearance of granulations. Most pro- 
bably it will not be possible in the living body to distinguish caruncles, 
excrescences, or risings in the urethra, from a stricture : for I cannQL 
conceive that they can produce any new symptoms, or peculiar feel to 
the examiner. 

VI. OF THE CURE OF THE EXCRESCENCE OR CARUNCLE. 

I should very much suspect that this disease is not to be cured by the 
bougie; at least dilatation in such cases is not to be attempted, as there 
IS no contraction. If therefore the bougie is of any use, it must be in 
making the caruosity ulcerate from its pressure, which probably may 
be done by a large bougie pressing upon it with considerable force. But 
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if ihie ihould not have the desired effect, I should certainly recommend 
to use the causlic, if the parts were so situated as to admit of the appli- 
cation ; and from such practice I should not doubt of a cure. But the 
difficulty lies in dirtinguishii^ the disease from 9, true stricture ; , for 
although authors talk of caruncles as common, and give us the method 
ef tre&tment, yet they have not told us how we are to distinguiish them 
from strictures, 
I have never met with a caruncle in Women. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



OF THE SWELLED PROSTATE GLAND, 

Another disease of the parts surrbunding the urethra, which is often 
very formidable, is a swelling of the prostate gland. It is of more se« 
fioua consequence than any of the former causes of obslruclioni because 
we have fewer. methods of cure; for we cannot destroy it as. we can the 
stricture, nor can nature relieve herself by forming new passages ; we 
bave, however, often the means of temporary relief in our pojver, whicljiL 
is oot the case in the stricture, for most commonly we can draw ofiT thp 
water by the catheter. 

The swelling of the prostate gland is most common in the decline of 
Jife, seldom happ<pning to young men. The use of this gland is not suf- 
ficiently known to enable us to judge of the bad consequences that attend 
ils diseased slate^ abstracted from swelling. Its situation is sucbi that tb^ 
bad consequences of its being swelled must be evident, as it may be said 
to make a part of the. canal of the urethra, and, therefore, when so dis- 
eased as to alter its shape and size, it must affect that canaK Wlien it 
swells, it does not lessen the surface of the urethra at the part similar tp 
a stricture ; on the contrary, it rather increases it ; but the sides of the 
canal are compressed together, producing an obstruction to the passag^e 
of the urine, from which an irritation takes place in the bladder, thai 
brings on all the symptoms in that viscus that usually arise from a stric* 
.ture or stone« From the situation of the gland, which is pripcipally on 
:the two sides of the canal, and but little if at all on the forq part» as also 
very little on the posterior side, wheii it swells it can only be laterally, 
whereby it presses the (wp sides of the canal together, and at the same 
lime slvQtches it from the anterior edge or side, to the posterior^ so th^ 
the canaU instead of being round, is flattened into a narrow groove. 
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Sometimes the gland swells more on one side than the other, which 
makes an obliquity in the canal passing through it. 

Besides this effect of the lateral parts swelling, a small portion of it, 
which lies behind the very beginning of the urethra swells forwards 
like a point into the bladder, acting like a valve to the mouth of the 
urethra, which can be seen even when the swelling is not consider- 
able, by looking upon the mouth of the urethra from the cavity of the 
bladder in a dead body. It sometimes increases so much as to form. a 
tumor,* projecting into the bladder some inches. This projection turns 
or bends the urethra forwards, becoming an obstruction to the passage 
of a catheter, bougie, or any such instrument; and it often raises the 
sound over a small stone in the bladder, so as to prevent its being felt. 
The catheter should for this part be more curved than is necessary for 
the other parts of the urethra. In such cases I have frequently passed 
£rst a hollow elastic catheter till it came tolhis point, and if it chanced 
to go over it is very well; but if it does not, a stilet or brass wire pro- 
perly curved to go over the prostate gland is to be passed down. The 
advantages of this method are, that if the hollow catheter passes, no 
more is necessary, and if it does not, the curved wire will pass along the 
hollow bougie much easier both to the surgeon and patient than it wduld 
have done if it had been introduced at first with the hollow bougie over 
it ; for it would be forcing by its eiid to adapt the urethra to the curve, 
whereas when introduced aftet*wards the stilet is only acting on the in- 
'side of the hollow bougie, which the patient hardly feels. 

A gentleman had been often sounded for a stone, and yet no stone 
could be found ; but it afterwards appeared that there was a stonfe 
together with the swelling of the prostate gland, which had been the 
cause of his death. 

John Doby, a poor pensioner in the charter* house, had been several 
years aflSIcied with the stone in the bladder, and was relieved from all 
the symptoms by an enlargement of this part of the prostate gland, 
preveniing the stones from failing down upon the neck of the bladder 
apd irritating these parts A twelvemonth after the symptoms oithe 

•Vide plates V. and VIL 
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stone had gone off he was attacked with a strangury, to relieve which, 
many ineffectual attempts were made both with the bougie and 
c theter, but it soon ptx)ved I'atal. 

Upon examination of the parts in the dead body, the prostate gland 
was found enlarged to a size six limes greater than what it is in com- 
mon, and the urethra passing through it w^ a slit about an inch and 
half in length, the two hides of which were close together, the upper 
end towards the pubes and the lower towards the rectum. This slit was 
foimed by the sides of the prostate gland only swelling, and the right 
side was the most enlarged, having its surface next the urethra rounded 
or convex, and the left side was exactly htted to it, haying its surface 
hollowed in the same proportion. The small projecting point of the 
gland was so much, enlarged, as to come forwards into the cavity of the 
bladder and Bll up entirely the passage at the neck of it. The bladder 
itself was very much enlarged and thickened in its coats, and con* 
tained above twenty stones, most of them lying behind the projecting 
process of the prostate gland, and the rest lodged in small sacs, made 
by the internal membrane being pushed some little way between the 
fasciculi of muscular fibres. 

The prostate gland when swelled, generally becomes considerably 
firmer in its consistence. The effects of these swellings are very consider* 
able, for they squeeze the sides of the urethra close together, and the 
projecting point hinders in some degree the urine from entering the 
passage, and in many cases stops it entirely. Further, ihe increased 
firmness of the substance of tlie gland hinders it from yielding to the 
force of the urine, so that little or none can pass. It will be unnecessary 
to relate the particular symptoms which this disease occasions; they 
are such as arise from any stoppage of urine, producing an irritable 
bladder. 

When a difficulty in making water takes place, a bougie is the rnstru* 
ment the surgeon will naturally have recourse to, and if he finds the 
passage clear, which he often will, in such cases he may very probably 
suspect a stone. If search is made and no stone felt, he should naturally 
suspect the prostate gland, especially if the sound or instrument he 
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searched with, meets with a full stop, or passes with some difficulty just 
at the neck of the bladder. He should examine the gfarid. This can only 
be done by iniroducing the finger into the anus, first oiling it well, 
placing the fore part of (he finger towards the pubis ; and if the parts as 
far as the end of the finger can reach are hard, making an eminence 
backwards into the rectum, so that the finger is obliged to be moved 
from side to side, to feel the whole extent of such a swelling, and it also 
appears to go beyond the reach of the finger, we may be certain the gland 
13 qonsiderably swelled, and is the principal cause of the symptoms. 

Igi those cases where only the sides of the gland are principally swelled, 
either a catheter or bougie can be easily passed, but the projecting point 
ofteu prevents this relief. It is with great difficulty that a catheter or 
l}.o\i^ie. can be got to pass over it when of a considerable size,, as it gives 
too Quick a turn to the passage. It is necessary in these cases to be very 
careful, especially with the catheter; the flexible is the best; but even 
t]b,at instrument will often stick against this process, and by pushing it 
on, the point will be rather bent backward^ thaii forwards, so that it 
cannot pass. 

I have known cases wher6 the common catheter has been pushed 
through this projecting part into the bladder, and the water then drawn 
off; but in one patient ihe bleeding from tlie wound passed into the 
bladder, and increased the quantity of matter in it; the use of the ca-* 
theter was attempted a second time, but not succeeding, I was sent for. 
I passcjd the catheter till it came to tbe stop : and then suspecting what 
was the case, that this part of the prostate projected forwards, I. intro- 
duced my finger into the anus, and found that gland very much.enfarged. 
By depressing the handle of the catheter, which of course raised the 
point, it passed over the projection, but unfortunately the blood had 
coagulated in the bladder, which filled up the holes In the catheter so 
that I was obliged to withdraw it, and clear it repeatedly. This I prac- 
tised several days; but suspecting that the coagulum must in the end 
kill, 1 proposed cutting him as if for the stone; but he died before it 
cpuld be conveniently done, and the dissection after death explained 
the case to be what I have now described. 
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In some of those cases where this part of the gland has swelledinto the 
bladder in form of a tumor, the catheter has been known not to bring 
offthc water at limes, when it appeared to have passed; and upon the 
death of the patient, when the parts were examined, there has been rea 
son to believe that the catheter had made its way into the tumor so as 
to have been buried in it at those times. 

From the knowledge of the above facts, and from the mode of ac- 
counting for the symptoms, Whenever I find the urine does not flow 
immediately upon introducing the catheter into the bladder, I have 
pushed it on and depressed the handle so as to reach the fundus of the 
bladder willr the end of the catheter, and have always succeeded. 

For the more ready introduction of the instrument, a catheter made 
flexible at the point only for about an inch, is perhaps best, as it is 
more under the command of the hand than when wholly flexible. 

If the bougie be used, it should be first warmed and then very much 
bent at the point, and allowed to cool in this position, and pjssed 
quickly with the concave side upwards, before it loses the bend in its 
passage. But the bougie does not answer so well as the catheter, be- 
cause upon withdrawing the bougie the sides of the gland soon close 
again. I have known, where the water has passed by the side of the 
bougie with more freedom than when it was pulled out, because the 
bougie gave a straightness to this part of the canal which it had not 
when the bougie was withdrawn. The following case is a strong in- 
stance of the inconveniences arising from such a disease of the prostate 
gland. 

A gentleman was attacked with a suppression of urine ; a catheter 
could not be passed, but a bougie^passed very readily and relieved him. 
He continued well for five years ; but the same complaint returned, the 
bougie could not be passed, and the disease was supposed to be a stric- 
ture. A catheter however passed, although with a good deal of diffi- 
culty; and the bougie, though often tried, could not be passed, 
excepting oncC, just after using the catheter.' I was sent for, and tried 
the bougie with as little success, and was obliged to have recourse to 
the catheter. I passed it with great ease, and the water was drawn off. 

Bb 
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The l4te I4f •. T9»!Ry?»Si wh<> \^^ DA^m^ bieHgie, w^ scml fo^^i bu(( be 

tfei^ter ;. I?ju(j swcb vip^^cq n^as u^ei^ <^ ^p oaus# a, good dQ^ of b^HMJi. tp 
cqme fro.w tlw W^^br?^ <^ft4 *ft^ all it V4s wt, fWssett. I was sgiU for 
a^aii^, ?p4 P^s^cd l^b^^ c^hejter, bujt. Mfith fHuqh Hjiorq diftcuUy tban be- 
fore, which made rae believe tha^ t^ p9issage hjad beei^ n gpod deal 
tojCD. U^Qff, takipg Q/^it the ca(Ueiter i pBfisedi a larg^ l|>M2gie iqto tb^ 
bjl^^dej; vilh(£^e^ ^s^se^ thiS) I ^li^^H^ecfk to remain toF thr^e ^^ys,, ^ukI 
he w?4e W.?|t,^ toleijabl^y. freely by the sijde of it. The. rooin^t I cb?ew 
oul tb/B bpMgi^I ^Iteiftp^^d (ft p^jj an<Hbfir^b¥t 4W npt swc^cU. ^thougU 
I gave i^ th^ iW^ut^l b<?nd. oi^' i)^ R^ss^ge, llppiii withdrswiug t^bose 
bougies t^h^ di^ not B9?s, \ pbaeifv^d i,hat aH pf l^^m.b^d ^ Uewj at tbe 
ppint, contra^ry to the direction of t^he p^ss^ ; l]f^ msidp WP susppct 
that the placf. which stopped ihe bpi^gie vf^s, p^ th|s posj^ripr surCaicei 
a^ that by pi^b>^g ^t o») ift bea^ fpn^^fKU into tbp passage, and of 
course tb^ poijfp liurned ba^qk. I lbi4re£;>re<tppk a thicl^ bougie; 9nd 
before I^ intro/i^juce4 iA I bent^ the ppji^t alav>st do^bje^ as npQnitiipiiedi ben 
fore, so tb^t it ^oi^ild, npt catch ^t th^ post^ripi; &ur/4<;e o§ ib^ urcUn^a^ 
wli^re I suppo^^d the stop to.be; this, point pf the bougi.^ rubbed all 
ajoi^g l,he auterior ^nd upper ^urf^ce of l,he, urelhr^, hy wbicb weans, it 
avojdec^ catching on the pps^terior surface, apd it pa^^ed with gr^al ea^ic 
into the bladder* He ijiade, water by the side of the bpugie^ as befoj^e. 
He had, been for s^orne time trppbled wiili. fits of a^^ interraiu^nt;, which 
at first were very irregular, but became afterwards iffpre regular. In 
one of the cold fits, the bougie, being in the urethra, gave bim at that, 
time great pain, and obliged hicBt at last to pi^U it out, on wi)isb he b^d 
immediate ease. The sens^tiouj was as if it siret<;hed the passage too 
much, and in pulling it out it seemed to comp with difiBculty. This 
lopks as if there was a, contrail ion, of the urethra, as well as pf the vtsr 
sels of the skin, ip tbe cold f|t, sp th^t.thi& disposition runs deep. By 
givipg the bougie this bend be was able for tbe future to pass them vilh 
great ease. I may just; observe, that by introduping the finger into tbe 
anus tb(? prostate gl^nd. \ya^, fppnd n)pph.enlfirged. 

Many patients^ whjle labouring under s^ny of tj)e bp^re-oientioned 



dh€z¥ei t>r th6 u«(«tli^, htid tom«UM(M ev^h {afttr lhe>p' %iaVfe b«6H ttti^' 
of them, find great pain in throwing fdfi^aflds the ^£M<^$ Ih^y ^t* 
prAtt theitiselvis is ihlSfcaldwl. This AWsfes "frbtfi Ihtt \ttf Ifrttabie 
sitat Iht rtniWclfei v!>F ihH pAti. Hfk IH, givittg gftat ^ain by thdV d^ 
aCliWi. ' 

1. Of TH£ TREATMENT Of Ttt£ SWELLED tROsTATE 

GLAND. 

The methods practised in the above cases afforded only temporary re* 
lief; yet such must be had recourse to in order to prevent the conse- 
quences of retaining the urine too long. As a temporary relieC from 
pain, as also to remove spasm, opiate clysters should be thrown up 
once or twice a day. A certain cure, [ am afraidi is not yet known. 

I have seen hemlock of service in several cases, which was given 
upon a supposition th^t those cases had something scrofulous in them. 

I have recommended sea bathing, and have seen considerable advan- 
tages from it, and in two cases, a cure of some standing. It is upon the 
same principle of the scrofulous nature of the complaint that I suspect 
hemlock has done good. 

In one case in which I was consulted, the surgeon had found the 
burnt sponge reduce the swelling of the gland very considerably: this 
medicine is also used upon the same principle. I should be inclined to 
try the mezereon in such cases.* 

This disease, like the stricture, produces complaints in the bladder ; 

* In a case of a swelled prostate glaod^ with symptoms of an irritable bladder, in a 
young gentleman about twenty years of age, Mr. Earle tried a blister to the perinaeum; 
bat not finding the desired eflect, and conceiving a greater irritation and discharge to be 
necessary, he passed a seton in the direction of the perinseam. The orifices were about 
two inches distant from each other. The symptoms of irritability in the bladder began to 
abate, and in time went entirely off! Upon examination of the prostate gland, from time 
to time, il was found to decrease gradually till it was nearly of the natural size. The seton 
was continued some months, and upon withdrawing it the symptoms began to revive again. 
It was advised to introduce it again, which was accordingly done, but without the former 
good effectsa 
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but in this the bladder is generally more irritable, perhaps from the 
cause being neai^r to that viscus. 

Diseases of the vesiculae seminales are very familiarly talked of, but I 
never saw one. In cases of very considerable induration of the pros- 
tate gland and bladder, where the surrounding parts have become very 
much affected, I have seen these bags also involved in the general dis- 
ease ; but I never saw a case where it appeared that they were prima- 
rily affected. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



OF THE DISEASES OF THE BLADDER, PARTICULARLY FROM 
THE BEFOREMENTIONED OBSTRUCTIONS TO THE URINE. 



( t t 



All the diseases of the urethra, as also the diseases ftf those parts be- 
longing to this canal, which arc capable of aflFecting it, such as the 
prostate gland, I have now treated of; and shall next consider the 
effects of them upon the bladder; 3s also the diseases of that viscus, in- 
dependent of affections of the urethra. 

The disease of ihe bladder arising from obstruction alone, is increased 
irritability, and its consequences, by which the bladder admits of little 
(iisicntion, becomes quick in its action, and thick and strong in its coats. 
But prior to the description of the effects of the diseases of the urethra 
on the bladder, it will be necessary, for the better understanding of the 
whole, to make some remarks uppn those diseases of the two parts, in 
which we find that each affects the other; and these I shall consider 
\yithput having any regard to the cause, but only the general effects 
when diseased. It may be observed, that every organ in an animal 
body is made up of different parts, whose functions or actions are totally 
different from each other, although all tend to produce one ultimate 
effect. In most, if not in all, when perfect, there is a succession of mo- 
tions, one na[urally arising out pf the other, which in the end produces 
the ultinqate effect; and an irregularity alone in these actions will con- 
stitute diseas^, at least produce very disagreeable effects, and often totally 
frustrate the final intention of the organs. 

I may be allowed also to premise, that the natural width of the ure* 
thraigives such a resistance to the force or power of the bladder in ex- 
pelling^ the urine, as is easily overcome by the natural action of the 
bladder; but when the canal is lessened, either by stricture, spasm. 
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swelled prostate gland, or any other means, this proportion is lost, by 
which means the bladder finds greater difficulty than natural, and is of 
course thrown into an increased action to overcome the resistance, 
which becoAries a cause of the irritability and increased strength of this 
viscus in such diseases. 

It is to be understood, that in a sound state of these two parte, the 
bladder and ureilira, the contraction of the one produces a relaxation 
of the other, and vice versa ; so that their natural actions are alternate, 
and they may be considered •as antagonist muscles to one another* 
Thus when the stimulus of expulsion of the urine takes place in the 
bladder, which immediately produces contractions in it, the urethra re- 
laxes, by which means the urine is expelled from the bladder and al- 
lowed to pass through the urethra ; and when the action ceasts in the 
bladder, the urethra contracts again like a sphincter muscle,* for the 
purpose of retaining the urine which flows into the bladder from the 
kidneys, till it gives the stimulus for expulsion again. 

But in many diseases of these two parts this necessary aliemate action 
is not regularly kept up, the one not obeying the summons of the other. 
Thi^ irregularity arises perhaps oftner from disease in the urethra, than 
in the bladder ; for the action of the urethra depends upon the actions 
of the bladder ; and if it is not disposed to obey the notices of the blad- 
der, then there must be an irregularity as to time, which produces vety 
troublesome symptoms. 

We find in many diseases of the urethra, such as strictures and 
spasms, as also in diseases of certain parts belonging to this canal, such 
as the prostate, and Cowper*s glands, that there is a greater disposition 
in this canal lor contraction, than common, so that when the bladder 
has begun to act, the water is not allowed to flow, the urethra not im- 
mediately relaxing; and the moment such a symptom takes place, 

^ It may be remarked, Aat many vphraeler ftmseles have tiroeaaaesof acti6o;'t>r)e 

which may he called itnrolatilary, depencling on the netarul msa and acliMft ^ the fwrlt^ 

the other is votontary, where a greater degree of aclbn can be prodaced by the dommaad 

of (he will : and when a diseased action takes place, it is probably of this voluntary action,- 

for it is an increased action over the natural, which the voluntary is. 
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^vexy otW pQKC«r t2^iQ«9 th^ aUrm, ^nd is brought tit to aastst the Uad- 
4ej, such, as $tvaiiw^vU)ler)ily with ikifiabdoraioai museles^andniuKlesi 
of respiratiQa, from aU which thqte is violQut pain in the parts iriMM* 
4Mttdy qqnpein)j$d, Qs^p/qcuUx m the glajos penis. A genltem^nt wiiose* 
bladder was in an irrilable state, found that by passing a boogie a little 
uray into thie mqthi:a» thq irritaliiQi) was; takea off firom the bladder, and 
he could. CQtain the urine sieveral hours. 

This di^ase Uas differeiU d^grqea of violeixe. When slight, the d(s* 
f Jtnce ia tiiTi« between \lm i^oolra^tioa of the bladder^ and the relarx^ 
ation of the urethra is but short, only giving a momentary pain and 
straji^g, and tiiq urethra relays, and the watdr ftows accotdiog to the 
dilatation of the urethr;)^ which iu many c£ these cases: is bwl very small. 
In others the distance of lime is very long, many straining for a consi- 
derable time before a drop will come ; and what doqs come i&oliUeaonly 
in drops ;^ and sometimes before the whole urine can be expelled in. this 
way, the spasm of^ the urethra comes on again, and there is a full slop, 
which gives excruciating pain (or a while ; but at last the bladder is as 
it were tired, and ceases to act. But as the urine in such ca^es is seldom 
aH discharged, and often but a very Utile of it,, the symptoms. soon re- 
cur ; and in this way, with a call to make water perhaps every baur out 
of the (bur and twenty, the patient drags on a miserable life* 

The bladder, in all cases of obstruction, whether constant^ as in the 
permanent stricture, or swelled prostate gland, or only temporary, as in 
the spasmodic stricture, is generally kept distended, bul much more so. 
in the permanent stricture; and when th^ irritation of fulness conie$> 
on, which is very frequent, the conthiction of that viscus, becomes, vio* 
lent, in proportion to the resistance : the sympathetic contraction of the 
muscles of the abdomen takes place, and, is also violent, yet the water al 
such tiniesia})alLonly dt^ibblet and be discharged in small quantity; and 
in the spasmodic siri^tiiite often not a. drop shall pass, so that the blad- 
der is never entirely empty ; and what does pass is no more than what 
is suffiqient to take off the irritation of fulness ; by which means these 
actions, become more fVequent, and consequently there is almost always 
aoonstant oozing of urine from llie penis between the times of making 
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water. This however is not always the case^ for the bladder sometimes 
is so irritable as not to cease acting till it has evacuated the whole 
water; and even then it is not at ease, but still strains, though there is 
nothing to throw oat, the action of the bladder becoming a cause of its 
own continuance. 

In all such, affections of the bladder there is a sensation of pain and 
itching combined in the glans penis- In diseases of the bladder, the 
constitution is sooner affected by symptoms of dissolution, than from 
the same apparent degree of disease in other parts, the patient becomes 
drowsy, insensible, ^and soon dies. 

Ijf the symptoms are more urgent than a stricture or disease of the 
prostate gland will well account for, a stone is to be suspected, 

I. OF THE TREATMENT WHERE THE ACTIONS OF THE URE- 
THRA AND BLADDER DO NOT EXACTLY ALTERNATE. 

The cure where the disease arises from spasm alone, consists in re- 
moving the disposition to over-action in the urethra, and the irritable 
disposition of the bladder when the urethra does not obey it. Perhaps 
opiate clysters as a temporary relief, are the very best ; I have known a 
blister to the loins, or to the perinaeum remove the spasm in a great 
measure from the urethra. 

When the circumstance of the ultimate actions of these parts not be- 
ing regular arises from stricture, swelled prostate gland, or any mecha- 
nical obstruction to the urine, then that cause must be removed, as has 
been fully described in the treatment of these diseases. 

II. OF THE PARALYSIS OF THE BLADDER FROM OBSTRUC 

TION TO THE PASSAGE OF THE URINE. 

I 

We may observe that the bladder is a part easily deprived of its power 
of contraction, for we find in many debilitating diseases and long ill- 
nesses from any cause, as fever, gout, and considerable local diseases 
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which debilitate, .that the bladder often becomes paralyilic, and the 
water must be drawn off. We may also observCi when the bladder has 
been distended considerably, from whatever cause, so as to have its con- 
, tractile power destroyed, that there is a considerable extravasation of 
blood from the inner surface of the bladder, so that the water which .is 
evacuated is often extremely bloody.' . I have seen in cases where the 
patient jias. died with this obstruction upon him, that the. iiiuer. meal- 
brane of the bladder has been almost black, being loaded with extrava- 
sated blood, but this symptoili of bloody urine goes off; as the bladder 
acc^ires again its powers of action. 

In Ihe diseases of the urethra, before described, when not properly 
attended (o^ and in cases of stricture, where nature has not been able 
ho relieve herself, the water must of course be retained in ihis blad- 
der, which, is perhaps alwap productive of another disease, jllijiij$, the 
loss of the power of contraction of that viscus. AlthoiJ^bitbis lone 
eOect, the retention of urine, arises, from very different causes, as. before 
related, yet immediate rdlief must be given in all of tliem; which caa 
only be effected, by the evacuation of the water. Accbrding to, the 
nature of the obstruction! the mode of evacuation wtll.be diffei^eot, 
and will be of two. kinds, one by .the. natural passaf^e. by means of an 
hollow tube, the other by an artificial opening made into the bladder; m 

It' the causes of suppression are either spasmodic affections of the urc* 
thra, a swelled prostate gland, inflammation in the surrounding, panis 
of the urethra, or tumors pressing upon it, as happens in pregnant wot- 
men, immediate relief may be procured by means of a catheter, bfi-^ 
cause under such circumstances a catheter will most probably pasa, the 
sides of the canal being merely forced, together by spasm, or external 
prtesure. . , 

A bougie, although it will also pass under such .cir.cums(ance9Syill 
not anSi\Fer so well, because a bougie must be withdra^*n before the 
water caQ.flo.WfWhicb wilLallow Uie cause of the obstruction to have 
again its fqll force ; and if the spasm should not now exist, yet the bou- 
gie will not answer,, unless there he a power of action in the bladder ; 

C c 
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t<!ir It is iwtibUifoidii^Kheqiiritid can be a^dderte) tpa^ tbraihgfa tlie nre- 
^thra v'by {bce^sing xhr abdomen only. 

- :• Wbetr/tlib (lAtheter is i{)a!i9edv i t triik be ucotsiary to mxke die patient 
ifitnaiMtiirith /hisiabdbniiual:muscles, a9 also.ivithiris'flDtiscIesrof respira- 
yiiotiiitiyfsnpieGzcaut tbewaftei', the bladder faavingino poivrertof coni- 
ubractiod^vQCuli even (thk trill. Ji«t bej)sxifi]iciemi for ttnnrilL bei necessary 
^(o^jdresS'Oav ibeJre^ton .of: tlm^)pubi6iii^itk)4lie< hand, ito imake the water 
•flow. 

i.ln>bist8wberei there is a:coii«ideiiablo degi-^ee of debility in the blad- 
der, or in those cases where there k a^ ^ooiisiderable i^trangary atnd of 
IcmgiMatidftig^faiid where asmait quantib)'' iof urine in the bladdei^ gives 

Ibe^seniitthsstc^ruhiess to tliat'viMUiv'wb^^ is always attended with 
-tonaiderable largencyao mafce* water ^ and where only very small quan- 
4iiie«ial«ie)imeiiated:*r the bladder .not bemg emptied lat each ticne of 
anokiiigat^ «sdiwhen.a{4sathetbr4itlieir rigid or(ftex widi readi* 

ncgftii^efpassed, thex{i)^iDn iSj'whit^ the.biestrway'iipo^^ the whole to 
cvaouatb' the water ?'^ ^Therearettbra^iva^^s in wbich it can be donet 
oae/ by allowing the^parts to xlo>tbeir own business asintttth a^ they 
iixOt^iDA this at first sight might be sapposedUo be the very^best, but it 
IB in "some oases the rery worst ;: for 4he frequency of the> inclination to 
make:water, arising from the water not being wfholly evacuated each 
time,/ the evacuation j]ot: readily Caking plaoe, increases- ehoeffbrtf and 
for a few minute^' prod uoesreacructating pain, keeping, up a consider* 
«dbleand!'aplmost constant •if'ritation' in all diose parts; which few can 
bear.< . Another method is, to draw off .the water each time with a ca* 
thet0c,.butvtbis. in ^manyxases is next to impracticable; for supposing 
the operation to be performed only twice or three times in the day, we 
shall find that this is oftener than what should be done. The third 
inetfaod 18^ to leave the catheter almost constantly in the bladder. 
'o Which of. these. three- methods givef^on the whole the least irntation 
must ddpend upon circtimstancesp attendingdifferent cases. Where the 
frequency and the urgency is great, and the flowing of the water <iiffi« 
cult,^ either the second or the third is to be pursued ; and when the 
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* 

symptoms are such that a catheter must be passed very often, I believe 
it liad better be left iQ^qnly takiug it out Qccasionaliy; I think this is 
supported by observatioa and ejcperichce. ' 

It sometimes happens in cases of swelled prostate gland, that the ca* 
tbeiercanoot. be, passed witbo^tthaudmwt' difficulty »^ and when thip baa^ 
b^en the case I . have left it in th^rbladdcr* fpJT.fear Qf not being able to . 
pass;:it^gaiifi|.a^ fqntcniiefl it there till the bladder has sufficiently, 
recovered its U)ne> which; is^ known by its being. aWe to throw the 
urine through tb^ catlieter;. aft^r which that insliT^mQ;it may. be with-, 

drawii. 

' ' It 

If th« 9pa|sa),.in,»uc^ cases, as, arise fjxuo tbaiiC.ause« should still canr 
tiuue..artcF.theJ»ki<jl<(iei;.ha«. recayejred its tou^^v^Q mu-st cootiq^e, the. 
Useiof ^h^¥aU>e4er' J^t> it ofteq. lupp^ ,tliat Hm 34)asin leaves the 
urethra beCcnie ,thei bladjder- fecovei^- its power, p^ eat^tractioQ). th^.^iseasf^ , 
becoauiig (hen siinp^ iipara)}f sis, 9f that viscus, . . 

One of tbd j^rst. symptQins of the. bladder, begipning.to regain it^! 
power, ofrcoptiact^t is, ^he seps;»tjk^n of Tpljaessi,. qx ao injclinatioQ. tO; . 
make lyatev*: an4 whfOi.U:»i^^ sensaiioa aoijaes ; op, t.he p^i^nt ah.pujid be 
aUowedilo xxiak^/Mrater« b^»nQtjt(x/qrce4t,,fo]: thatjcii;cumsjtan«e .alon^* 
willbringi^p /the sps^m rif ;th^ iiretlira, is not very ready to dil^e* ., |[ . 
have seen however in some cases^ that a slight sensation, is .pojt^tqge-. . 
ther ic^ be idt^epended ppon, for jt required. a little retention move e0ec- 
tually <p sttfiHil?!^ .t]^ bJa4d6r to action^ and then the. water has passed , 
morcifreejy. 

The spasmodic .cantrs^tioji ,of the: jurethra does >not ;appcar to give up 
its action ftiniplyupoav the. stimulus. or inclination to make, water, and 
not till the bladdfStf b^ips to, b^ve the. po^wer of contraction;, for ixi 
eases whore c(be:M£(d^ec i& paralytic, and yet. sensible of the stimulus 
arising fjom.beii^jfitllt 9fiit does.not contract^ the uietbta does npt re* 
lax, and the ivater caiioot 1^? o^ade to pa^s. • 

It would app«RR tb^t 4S .tfe^^hUdd^^r repovjcrs of the.paralysip itjs not. , 
able to contain so much water as usual, therefore the patients .are 
obliged to make water often,, and of course in small qiiantities. 
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HI. OF THE CURE OF THE PARALYSIS OF THE BLADDER, 
FROM OBS FRUCTION ARISING FROM PRESSURE OR SPASM. 

The removal of the causes of the paralysis of the bladder was fully de- 
scribed when we were treating of the diseases, which produce that com- 
plaint, and the immediate relief, when the bladder is rendered inactive, 
has just now been considered ; the paralysis itself is therefore the only 
remaining thing to be attended to. In this disease there are often con- 
trary indications of cure, for a spasm is very different from a paralysis ; 
and if the suppression is from spasm, and that still continues, then wluit 
may be good Ibr the paralysis, may be bad for the spasm. As in such 
cases the M^atcr can be drawn off*, the bladder should be first attended 
to. Stimulants and strengtheners are useful ; blisters to the loins to 
rouze the bladder to action, and blisters to the perinaeum, to take off 
th^ spasm from the urethra, often succeed. Electricity is sometimes of 
singular service, when applied in such cases to the perinaeum. Through 
the whole of the cure the urine must be drawn off" frequently, because 
the bladder should not be allowed to be distended, which otherwise 
would be tiie consequence ; and the sensation arising from the disten- 
tion of that viscus is a very oppressive one. 

A gentleman was at times attacked with a difficuUy in making water, 
which he paid no attention to, as it had always gone off*; but at last he * 
was taken so bad as to be obliged to have recourse to the catheter, 
which afforded only a temporary relief. The spasm continued, and I 
was sent for; when I passed the catheter, I was obliged to press the 
lower part of the abdomen to squeeze out the water, for the bladder ap- 
])earcd to give but little assistance. I ordered a blister to the loins 
which gave some power of contraction to the bladder, and took off* some 
of the spasm in the urethra, but still he was very little relieved; I then 
directed a blister to be applied to the perina^um, which immediately 
/^cmoved his complaint. 
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CHAPTER X. 



i.' ' 



OF A SUPPRESSilQN OF URINE— AND OPERATIONS FOR THE 

CURE OF IT. 

TK iaases of total suppression of urine prising frocp slrictures or other 
cau8es> where a catheter caniibt be passed, and where every oilier method 
recbnmiended is impracticable, an artificial opening must be made into 
the bladder for the evacuation of the water. There are three places 
where this. opening may be made, and e^ch has had i(s advocates. This 
operation has not been {considered in all its circumstances, in different 
patients, so as to direct the young surgeon in the variety of cases, that 
may occur ; . for under some circumstances the operation is niore ad vis* 
able in one place tlian anoth^; and, indeed, it may sometimes be next 
to impossible to perform it in 9 particular part 

The opening may be made first, in the j^erinaeum, where we now cut 
for a stone; secondly, above the pubis, where cutting for the stone was 
formerly practised ; and, thirdly^ from within the rectum, where the 
bladder lies in contact w!th the gut. 

The first que&tton, which naturally occurs^ is, which of those situations 
is the most proper for the safety of the patient, the evacuation of the 
water, and the conveniency of operating, when no particular circum* 
stance forbids either of the situations ? 

Cki the first view of the*subject, one would be apt to prefer that above 
the pubis, or from the reaum, as tlie bladder is nearer to either, and 
the parts more adapted to an operation, than from the perinaeum, where 
we must cut a£ random. These two situations, although the most proper 
in this respect, under certain circumstances, yet may become the most 
improper, for they are subject to greater changes than the perinaeum. 

The reasons that may render it very improper above the pubis are, 
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the persons being very Fat, or the bladder s not distending sufficiently so 
as to rise above the pubis, which is common enough in diseases of those 
parts. 

In very fat people it wiH be found that tiie substance to be cut through 
may be three or four inches, which will not only make the operation 
very uupleasant, but often improper; for such thickness of parts will 
make the swell of the bfadder very obscure and uneertaitij ^iniaatiy (»& 
those cases of obstruction of the bladder being so diseased as to allow of 
but little distention ; and in such the symptoms of distention come on 
very early, perhaps where there isohily^a^fewoiiaQa^oXwateoonUMtwli 
But if the retention- has been for sora< GonstderabkLlnnie^ as^twentje^foiK) 
hours, then we may su^ppose'thatthe>bia€kfeph^:aikmBd:Qf;di^^ 
to a much greater degree, which may in 8ome^ca8e6 lie; asceiUioedi hffi 
introducing the finger inla the recttimi ; ^ !•.... 

But, where the bhtlder distends,'^ theipartBf»i»80uthai(thatikcaM^ 
be plainly felt above theptibis^ I^ee^oo material objeotiaa to ihift;ai(un 
ation ; and it has this acfvantageover Ihe operatwnibyitheircakimi; tfaab 
a catheter can more easily be introdciecd^ and 'kept in^.M9hiitb miU bench* 
cessary to be done till tlie cause is rem4>1^ed^ i < i . A 

It may be necessary here to mention some precaubioos resfMctiqg. the 
keeping the instiument in thebladd«ti; 'a^also^tkebest'kiiidio^hfi^jfledvi 
It must be a hollow tube, and should reaeb as.far^as theposterior^auiv. 
face or the bladder; for upon the conlracttetvoFlhat viseus^ ttaantBliari 
]iart recedes backwards anti do^wards* from the afbdouen tovarda lits 
fi[xed point, which may draw the bladderoflP from the; tubei:. Bul:as:(he: 
distance between the skin of ih^ abdomen^ smd posteidor 9iufaGe..o£ idler 
bladder cannot be exactly ascertained, the oanuki may heeitJifiritooloiigi^. 
or too short ; if loo long, its end may press iipon the posteriecsuriacis of 
the bladder and produce ulceration there^ and in timie work its w^y ioio; 
the rectum. To avoid this mischief, as also the in^nvenienoetarJbiogi 
from its being too short, and the bladder slipping o£f from its endpl/ 
would recommend the tube to be made with a eurve, and. to Ijeuwithits 
convex side on the posterior part of the bladder, whieb;bcingH largoc 
surface, and following nearly the same curve as tjiecanula^ Iess.mischief 
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'«srl0lfte^e£pcl*ed».:iT)httb[i0DuSi^^ on the 

jcvin^aiza fiidfl 4. . < 

•?:iPftlfaarikl9nrdt'nagIitfj»laifaroded \yiitk4^^^ also ease to lli€ 

'Jpi»tidiili,toUieptfeiIiHcr;curycditirid o^ the. (catheter. r introduced into the 
tuiiteihnpfiwnDifae bbiddtrvf'rTrhe Jia^ng of itiiHe the urethra is very 
lpfaidtckhie/aiBi(Jire hiiontikii sutbabody; lying in lhe.w.ethra is not 
^pMdHctiVddfcJaif nrftcbjcf. ^A -common catheter passed ia this way 
J0fftnstofaPiJa»t<ittdogtbQ4iAiidlaidlmQstMfl^^ ti>ab&l>eUy ;.at most only 
a little bolster between the catheter and belly 4S neisessary^ and then 
.teitfa.tt piKiir^lQllkfi0 fiscd-^tc^ kbehandle^tif the^catheter it caight be fast- 
i6fiedtD:tbebod(f^'0id>a{ffaon! catheter Might be made wrthears to fi^ thjs 
-CapertDll^ iaicasesmnbete tbii^eanula'bte i^eosained in some time, the ar- 
tificial pasiageiwilblKoantoao'tsoim 'd^l'eeoperiB^ €o that it may 
diettdcen oatiCUGasioBftllyiiiHid^clettned^frotia any ^tonyi matter that may 
-beottacfaed tio it. . Tc^avoidilliis^pArt of the operation it has been recom-^ 
«ittidedito?liave tii$o:caniila&»iQii6 within the other, that by drawing out 
ithariiifitrtt it might bexlfian6d»'Bnda|^in introduced; but in most cases 
It will also be necessary to withdraw the outer one, as its external suiw 
face wilioonttact a crubt. 

:* :31heJsecand^[nethodl,)or puo0ture'by the anus, will more commonly 
laidittiti afibcipg/iperforndleduhaii. that ^Mve. the pubis; for it does not 

requirediat diateidffmijalbbdderrwhkh. the other does, tberefo^^ is not so 
toiteniimpradtJoablBifrom >Uiat)oause ; >and perhaps the oniy^stacle here 
ikraswelleilipDciatate glands i Jn many. of these cases of diseases of the 
*ttteftbfa,ithB>pixffit3tte glatidcisrverymiftoh^ivclied, which I can conceive 
9iiay:xnaiiEe itbe ^proper.plsHseribr the puncture very uncertain ; for the 
prostate gland in such cases will be passed down^ towards the anus, be- 
fdifdliBd Jiiiddnv ^^^ ^-Ui the.ther first thing feitby th e finger. Care must 



, **' Wlieceahisx>peration ig performed in coDseqaence of a striclurey I have conceived that 
by passing a catheter into the urethra from the bladder till it came to the sti ictare^ and 
then passing another strsiight camihi'froili therglans-dowii the vrethraythiit the two might 
tiearl^«iee^<ilAIy'ha«<ifig^the'8tH<:Ailite between them (t and :a'pietcer might be passed down 
biidriiyraeriiiBtpfdioend^f Ittepnie fr^in tbehladdar> and afterwards either a bougie or hollow 
catheter introduced. 
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therefore be taken to distinguish the one from the other, whickcan<mly 
be done by getting the finger beyond the prostate gland, which may not 
be practicable; and if practicable, it may not be an' easy matter to dis- 
tinguish the one from the other, as a thickened and distended bladder 
may seem to be a continuation of the same tumor. However, if the 
objections given to the performing of it above the pubis exist,' I should 
prefer operating by the rectum ; for although the probability of sue- 
ceeding here may not be apparently greater than above the pubisi yet 
the chances are in its favour. 

I must however observe here, that the objections which I have started, 
are only raised in my own mind from my knowled^ of the diseases of 
those parts, and not from cases of suppression of urine under all the be- 
forementioned circumstances having occurred to me in practice. * 

A case of a total suppression of urine arising from strietune, where na 
instrument could be passed by the natural passage, and where a puno- 
ture was made into the bladder, from the rectum, with success, is related 
in the Philosophical Transactions, by Dr. Hamilton, of King*SiLyhn, in 
Norfolk.* 

What led Dr. Hamilton to do it here, was a difficulty which was found 
in passing (he clyster-pipe into the rectum, which induced him to intro- 
duce his finger into the anus, and he found the bladder so prominent in 
the rectum as to give the hint of performing the operation there. 

The man was put into the same position as in the operation for the 
stone, and a trochar was introduced upon the linger into the anus, and 
thrust into the lower and most prominent part of the tumor, in the di* 
rection of the axis of the bladder, and upon withdrawing tlie piercer the 
water flowed out through the canula. 

A straight catheter was then introduced through the canula^ least the 
orifice in the bladder should be drawn off from the canula. 

Then the canula was pulled out over the catheter, which was left \xx 
till the whole water was evacuated, and was then withdrawn. 

The bladder, notwithstanding this perforation, retained the water as 
usual, till the inclination to make it came on; and when he pdiformed 

• Philosophical Traosactions for the year 1776, VoL Ixvi. p. 578* 
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the iiction of making watcr» the orifice in the bladder seemed to open, 
and it rushed out by the anus. This continued s^boul two days, when 
the water began to find its natural passage, and a bougie was introduced 
into the biadder, through the urethra, which gave a free passage for the 
water, and of course less came by the anus ; so that on the sixth day 
after tfab operation the whole caine by the natural passage. The man 
continued the use of. the bougie till the stricture was dilated. 

Dr. Hamilton further remarks, that in those c^sies of suppression of 
urines in general, he has found tl>at calomel aud <?|>i(un, in large doses, 
answer belter than any thing he has tried* 

He is convinced from repeated trials, that the specific efficacy is iii 
the calomel, as large doses of opium alone have proved ineffectual ; but, 
he does not say that.calo^eL&lone will answer. He ordi^rs ten grains of 
calbmcQ with two of opiums to be repeated in six hours if it hjas ^ot 
answeivd in.fhatiliinft^; and beis^ysi he has seldpm been obliged to give 
a third dose. * ' 

. Thb method of tapping the bladder was firt s uggested by Monsieur 
FIeu|*ant, sui|;eon (q thelCharite, at Lyons, in the year 1 75a. The ope- 
ration was performed at that time, apd an account of it wa$ afterwards 
published j^y M.Pouteau,in J 760, with the history of three cases, in all 
^hich the operation was performed by M. Fle.urant« The propriety of 
performing the operation in this part occurred lo him in a manner simi^ 
Jar! to that before related of Dr. Hamilton ; for in introducing the finger 
ibto the reciUiin to examine the state of the bladder in a case where he 
was going tOipuncture in the perinaeum, he found the bladder so pro->. 
minent there;, and so mush within the reach of his instrument, that he 
immediately altered his intention, and p.erformed it in this part. Hq 
veryirradily drew off the water, and kept the canula in, with a T banr 
dage. till the urine came the right way, and then withdrew it, and all 
terminated well. But there was a good deal of trouble on account of the 
canula being left in on going to stool, as also from the constant dribbling 
of the water through it, all of which was prevented in Dv. Hamilton's 
case, by removing the cannla immediately upon the evacuation of the 
water. This was productjve of another good effect, which was thk 

Dd 
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retention of the urine till the stioitilus of fuUneBs was gi^ven, and tfaen it 
passed tfiroagh the artificial as' it would through a natural passi^ 
Should Alls be a constant eflbct in consequence of perforaiing the ope* 
ration here, I think it must be owned to be an unexpected circuaistaoce, 
which at first could not have been imagined.* 

In another patient of M. Fleurant*s, the canula was kept in die anus 
and bladder thirty-nine days, without any inconvenience; so that the 
objection to this part of the operation cannot be niateriaL 

Pouteau mentions one case where he petfomied this operalioni in the 
year 1752, and the man died.-i- 

He says, I was called to visit a poor man suflfenng under* a retention 
oTurine, so obstinate and violent that it had already the symptoms "of 
what is xaHed a reflux of urine into the blood ; and the complaint had 
continued more than three days. An empiric, to whose can he lud 
been entrusted, after ^having very improperly given him the niost pow* 
erful diuretics, had likewise the rashness to search him. It appeals pa» 
bable that 'these attempts^ which were made without success, must have 
hscreased the mischief. A catheta* could ^aot he passed into suicfa; parts 
by*un^kilfiii hands, wittieut' increasing the inflamnMtroii. ^ t only made 
three fUr^ht efforts to (ifTeet a passage into the ^bladder.by the^ uhsthni, 
which appeared to be much diseased, as well by the effusion of blood, 
as the extreme pain these attempts produced. I determined at onoe to 
do as before, and plunged my trochar by the rectum into the hladder« 
The success was e>iacily the same ; the bladder was entinsly emptied, 
and I allowed the canula to remain there a whole night and a.'daytdor* 
ing which time the urine flowed without intermission. Everything went 
on without any accident, which could be supposed^ connected with the 
operation; and death, which happened next day, was entireljr inde* 
pendent of it. 

One must suppose with Pouteau, that the death of the patient conld 
not have arisen from this operation,'bu( from the preceding diseases* 

'* A:hitloi7» with a iktcripiioo of t^is of^mkm, u publUhcd by .Mx.Uehi^ snjffsOD^ of 
Chdaeayiji 1778. 
t Poateau Mdaoges fie Chinirgiej printed at Lyons^ 1760^ page 508^ 507^ aod 508. 
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The bag9 calied v4Bsicttte' seminales, and the h^Doioniioidal Tessels^^ 
b«t« ^iMttn ''mentioned » pttrt^ in the ope« 

nttion, and thereby proving tYOublesome; tyiii if ettlier of them; were» 
ireuodedi no inconrenienoe could arise. To avoid thevesiculse semi- 
nalosi it i» recoaimaMled to perforate high up, and directly in the mid-* 
dieof the bladder, between the two sides, and this situation is at the* 
same time the one where the basmorrhoidal vesseliB are the sinalliest, and 
therefore it is of less; eonseqnence if they are wonnded. 

It must appear from the following cases sent me by differenit gcmJI&» 
men that a communication being kept up between the bladder and' 
rectum, is only inconvenient^ and not so much so as» might be ex^ 
pected. 

*' With respect ti>the sailor, whopassedbis liriiieby the rectum, I have 
examined the few pa[ier» by<me,'but cannot find the particular remarks 
I made; however^ as the ease was singular, I recollect the man told 
me, that a few yeai*s before, (this was ai the Madras hospital, iwDeeembes 
1779) belifad the venereal disease, very bad, and long; that the urine 
came by the anua, but this passage healed up, and it camie by the pentsi 
and continued to do so till be cai^ht the disease again, when the urine 
found its way a weond time by the anus, and came that way for years^ 
When he first came under my care, in the bo^ital at Bombay, Febru^ 
ary 1779, he folt no uneasiness or inconvenience from this manner of 
passing his utine; whenever he liad an inclination to make water he sat 
down; I often made him lie upon his breast, with his legs drawn up, 
smd the stream came through' the anus with great force/' 

John Conway, a seaman belonging to the St. Antonia, was admitted 
into Haslar hospital on the 24th of November, 1 770, for the lues vene^ 
rea* Besides the usual symptoms of that disease, he had a comnmnica^ 
tion between tlie bladder and rectum ; which had continued four 
months. When he endeavoured to make water, the waler flowed both 
from the urethra and anus, coming from the anus in a small stream, 
often to the quantity of a pint» It also flowed JVeely from the anuii; 
when he went to stool, although none was voided by the urethra. In 
the beginning of the complaint some portions of dead flesh, he said, had 
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odme away from ihc reciutn, but when admitted ioto the hospital, there 
was not any soreness remainuig, or discharge of matter from it, and the 
urine pai^sed without pain ; extenially he never had any fistula penetrat- 
ing either into the bladder, or rectum, and when disturbed with flaiu- 
Icnbe in the bowels, did not perceive any wind to escape from the 
urethra. 

In other cases, in consequence of abscesses fonning between the 
bladder and rectum, where they have not healed up, there has been a 
reciprocal passing of the contents of these cavities from the cme* to the 
other. 

' It only remains lo speak of the puncture in tlie perinaeum^ Au ob- 
struction to the urine taking place in the natural passage prevents, us 
from' introducing an instrument in most of those cases, and deprives^us 
of all the advantages we could receive from it as a guide in. the opera* 
tion ; ytt there may be cases of stricture, where by cutting ioto the ure* 
tbra» beyond the stiicture, the water will fltiw ; but this must be done 
without any guide or direction, and requires a nice and accurate know- 
ledge of the parts ; or if the obstruction arises from the. valvular pro* 
jeclioa of the. prostate glands a staffinay be passed ai$ far as this projec- 
tion, and cut upon as. for the stone, only making a smaller incision, 
using a small gorget, or in the room of that, a trochar of a particular 
Ibrm might be run along it into the bladder; for, ahhough the staflf 
does not cuter the bladder, yct« the distance to pass through without this 
guide is but small. If this cannot be done, a small and deep incision 
may be made in the perinaeuin^ with aa imposthume lancet, towards (he 
bladder; the poinl of the trochar is to be introduced by thisi passing at 
the same time the fore finger of the other hand into the anus, which 
will be a guide both for the direction of the instrument, as also to avoid 
its point passing into the rectum ; with these precautions the error can* 
not be great. 

1 must own however, that I have not seen cases enough to enable me 
to give all the varieties that commonly happen, and of course to 'giv« 
all the advantages and disadvantage of each method. 
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I. OF ALLOWING A CATHETER TO REMAIN IN THE URETHRA 

AND BLADDER. 

iNjpases of debility of the bladder, and where a catheter passesiwlth dif** 
iiculty, or with^reat uncertainty, and in cases where it. must :be used 
|irequeally«and for a length of time, it will be necessary to keep an in- 
9ti*yriieatjQ the* urethra and bladder, so as to allow the water to pass 
through itifreely . A common catheter, or one made of the elastic gum, are 
perhaps thefcHQSt instruqients of any ; but they must be fixed in the canal f 
tthis will be best done by th^ outer end of the catheter being tied to somer 
external body, as I shall now describe, Whefi the catheter is fairly in' 
ih^ bladdei^, the outer etid is rather ioclihed downwards, nearly in a line 
with the body ; take the common ^trap or belt part of a bag truss, and 
have two thigh: straps either fixed to it or hooked to it; let a strap 
come round each thigh and forwards by each side of the scrotum, to be 
fastened to the belt where the ears of the bag are usually fixed. Have a 
small ring or two fixed to each strap just where it passes the scrotum or 
root of the penis ; then lake a piece of small tape, and fix the ends of 
the Catheter to those rings, which will keep it in the bladder. A bit of 
rag about four or five iqcl^es Jong, with a hole at the end of it^ passed 
over the exterior end of the catheter, and the loose end allowed to hang 
hi a bason, placed between the thighs, will catch the water which can- 
not disengage itself from the catheter, and keep the patient dry; or if 
another curved pipe is introduced into the catheter it will answer 
equally well. 

Under stich treatment the bladder will never be allowed to be dis- 
tended ; and when the patieht wants to- have the bladder in some de- 
gree emptic^d, he his only to strain with his abdominal muscles, by 
wliieh means he will be able; to throw but a great deal at each time* 

As the bladder begins to recover its* actions, the patient will find that 
an inclination to make water will come on, and at those times he will 
also find ihat the water will come from hiqi without straining with the 
i^dboiitial muscles ; when this takes place readily the catheter may be 
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taken out, and U will be found that he will be able in future to make 
^alcr of himself. If it is necessary to keep in the catheter a'CpnBidend>lo« 
time, it will be the cause of a great deal of slime and mucus being 
formed in the urethra and bladder ; but 1 believe this is of no conse« 
qtitoce. I have known a catheter kept ia this> waf for frve months with-^ 
6ttt any incom^enience whatever* 

In all easies where it is necessary to keepun extraneous body for a 
coosiderable time ia the bladder, whether in. an artificial passa^ or the 
natural' one^ it will be^pfoper, a few days after its first iiitrodiicticMii to 
withdraw it, and examine whether it is incmstitig, or fiiling i^ in its ca^ 
Tity with the calouioos matter of the urine ; if after remaining in cher 
Uadder for same days it has cbntra^eted none, we need be under no ap-' 
prehension of its doing it ; biit ifi as frequently happens, it should haT0 
1. considerable quantity collected, then it will be necessaiy to have it 
occasionally withdrawn and cleaned; the best method probably ol 
4oing this, is to put it in vinegar, which will soon dissolve the stony 
mauer. 



a OF THE INCREASED STRENGTH OF THE BLADDER. 

The bladder in such cases asl3efore described, having more to do than 
common, is almost in a constant state of irritation and action ; by which, 
according to a property in all muscles, it becomes stronger and stronger 
m its muscular coats; and I suspect, that this disposition to become 
stronger from repeated action, is greater in the involuntary muscles 
than the voluntary ; and the reasoQ why it should be so is I think very 
evident; for in the involuntary muscles the power shogld. be in all 
cases capable of overcoming the resistance, as the power is always per- 
forming some natural and necessary action ; for whenever a disease pro- 
duces an uncommon resistance in the involuntary parts, if the power is 
not proportionably increased the disease becomes very formidable; 
whereas in the voluntary muscles there is not that necessity, because 
the will ci^n stop whenever the muscles cannot follow ; and if the ,wIU. 
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k^ M diacMed 4s ^ot to ^Uajp, the power in volMotary miMclos^bould pot 
increase in propoirtioii* 

I have sew tbe xnusculareoats of .ihe Jb1sid<ier near half an indk 
tbkk, aod (b^ faf»ciq<ili §o strong as to ftirffi ^ridges on the uwide irf* thp^ 
cavity ;.*<aad I have also^een the fASfuc»li very tiwo»?9d ^veq wapt^'ni 
in some parts of the bladder, so that a hernia of the interna) <}Qi9t h«(4 
taken place between the fasciculi, and formed ])ouches.*f' These pou« 
chci arise from the thin parts not being able to support the actipna 
of the strong; as happens in ruptures at the navid, or tu^ of the' 
abdomen. 

III. OF THE DISTENTION OF THE URETERS. 

* * 

» 

It semettmes happens (hat the irritation from the dtstenlton ^Hihb 
bladder, smd the ^ifficuhy in throwing out its oontehts, is so great, tfni 
the ufine is prevetiied from flowing freely into that viscus from the 
ureters, which become thereby prclernaturally distended. The pelvis 
«f the kidneys, and infnndtbula are also enlarged v^U liow far thtvdi^ 
latation of the ureters and pelris is really owing to a mechanical oauM'f 
am not so clear; or whether it is not a disposilton for dilatation arising 
out of the stitiralus given by thebladden hi. some cases of long standing, 
where the bladder was become very thick, and had been for a long time 
acting with great violence, it had affected the mamilte, ^o that the sur« 
fece ^f these processes produced a matt^, and perhaps even the 
Mcreting organs of (he kidn^s, so that 'the urine secreted wa^ accom- 
panied wit^ a ptt^i arisingfrom'the irritation being kept up in all these 
parts. ' 

« 

^ This appearance was long sopposed to have arisen from a disease of this viscas ; hot 
upon examination I found that the moscalar parts were sound and distinct; that they were 
only inereased in biilk in proportion to t^ power they had to exert ; and that it was not a 
consequence of inflammatioo, for in tbiii'CnseiMts are blended into one indistinct mass. 

i* This is perhaps the cause of the stone being oflen found in a pouch formed in the 
bladder ; fpr th? bladder in cases ;ofjstoiie is often .veigr strv^^ which aiises, Brom tb^ vio^ 
lent contraction of that viscus caused by the irritation of the stone on the sides of it; and 
aiso firom tfae^stone being often opposed to the mouth of the urethra in the time df making 
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' The urine in the. alx>ve cases is generally stale, even before it f» 
thrown out of the bladder, which when joined with the cireoMstance of 
the linen being constantly kept wet, by the almost contincial' discfafarge 
iiT urine, (which of itself would produce a sialeness of urine, in these 
paAs) becomes f ery ofiensiire, Ind it is hardly possible to keep the pa- 
tient 'sweet . ^ 



' IV. OF IRRITABILITY IN THE BLADDER INDEPENDENT OF 
oiBStRUCTIONS TO THE PASSAGE OF THfe URINE. 

• • • ' 

Another disease of the bladder^ connected with our present subject 
is, where that viscus becomes extremely irritable, and will not allow of 
ils.usuajl distention. The symptcxns of this disease are very similar to 
|hose ai^ising ^m obstructions to the passage of the urine in the ure* 
thrai but wit)i:Uiisidiflerence, that in the present disease the urine flows 
rs^ily, because the urethra obeys the suranwns and relaxes; however 
ther^ i$ often considerable straining, after the watier is all made, arising 
from; the ipusci^lar coat of the bladder slill continuing its contractv>|is» 
- This irritability of the bladder often arises from local causes, as a 
stone^ cancer; or tumors forming on the iQside» all of which prodiKe 
irritability of ibis viscus. In such cases, llie slrainipg is violent, for the 
cause $till remains which continues togivethe stimulus of something 
iv\>Q expelled,, apd the bladder continues to contract till lircd^a^ in the 
oasfis of simple lirritability; and then there is a respite, for a time, but 
this respite is of a ^hort duration, lor the urine is soon a<pcmaukited»,i 

This disease will kill in the end, by producing wasting and hectic 
fever. 
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V. OF THE CURE OF SIMPLE IRRITABILITY OF THE. 

BLADDER. 

r 

Wh in the symptoins arise froili irritability alone, and not from a stone^ 
or 'any local afiection, the nature of the complaint may not ^t first be s<^ 
obvious ; temporary relief may however be procured by opium, which' 
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IS most eflTeclLial in slight and recent cases ; and if it be applied as near 
to the part as possible, its effects will be more evident ; and therefore k 
may be ^iven by clyster as well as by the mouth. I have known alum 
whey given, under whkji treatmpH) the patient got well. 

J should how*ever be inclined to rely more on a blister applied to the 
pprinseum, than any other method of cure; or to the lower part of tha 
sthall of the back/or tipper part of the sacrum, if more convenient: 

In all cases where there <s an irritation of the bladder, the patient 
should never endeavour to retain his water beyond the inclination, tQ 
make It. ' It hurt& the bladder and increalsds itd 'irritability ; -and indeed 
I am apt (a ihhikilhat tbis'dneiumtanet eX'ttn inr sound parts, is (bfttn a 
predisposing causeof disease in this visGU9 and it» appendage, the ure- 
thra f for 1 hire known several caws where it has brought on the spas- 
modic sfffcfure in the umhflit tii sound partsj and it is frequently ah 
immedil^e cause of strangury m t(}pse who have cither a stricture or a 
dispositioii'to^spasnis in those parts. ' 

A gentleman ih perfect he&lthf, froiti retaming his Urine beyonil thte 
inclioation in the play-house, had ' all the symptoms of an irritable 
bladdet braught on,' and Continued for several yeard, rendering him 
'fhiserable. '• . . : ^ . . ..j .' - -. ' 
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VI. OF A PARALYSIS 01^ THE ACCELERATORES MUSCLES. 



< » .' ■ ' ' / 



I N many irritations of. the bladder, the urethra not only relaxes directly 
on the stimulus to make fv!a|«:^heing felt in that viscus, as has been de« 
scribed, but a paralysis sometimes takes place in the voluntary muscles 
of those parts, so that the will cannot command them to contract to 
hinder the inconveniences that may attend^ an immediate evacuation of 
that fluid. If we attempt to $top the wat^Y> which is an act of the will, 
we cannot, the accelcratores muscles will not obey, and the water flows. 
A blister -appl led u>.. the perinseumwiU bav« considerable effects ia 
:rcmoving this complaint* ' . . 
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CHAPTER XI. 



OF THE DISCHARGE OF THE NATURAL MUCUS OF THE 

GLANDS OF THE URETHRA. 

1 H E small glands of the iurethra,.and Cowper*s glands, secrete a slimy 
mucus similar to the white of an «gg not coagulated. This seldom ap* 
pears externally, or flows from the urethra, but during the indulgence 
of lascivious thoughts, and is seldom or never attended to, excepting by 
those who are under apprehensions either of a gonorrhoea ^ cwiiog on, 
or imagine th^ last infection is not gone off entirely, and such patients 
are kept In constant terror by this natural 4i^ch^rge. They often fin^ 
It an such quantity as to leave spots on the shirt, but without colour; 
and often after toying, the lips of the qfethra are it were glewed together 
by It, from its drying there,.wbi(U»appearances alarm the iiiind of tJbe 
patient without cause. Although this is only a natural disci^argCi.and 
is now secreted under the same influence which naturally produces it, 
it must at the same time be owned, that it is commonly muph encreased 
in those cases of debility arising from the mind, which Is probably not 
easily to be accounted for; it would seein thatithe contest betweep the 
mind and the body increases this secretion, for it cannot be considered 
as a disease of the parts. . , 
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L OF THE DISCHARGE OF THE SECRETIONS OF THE PROSTATE 

GLAND AND YESICULJE SEMINALES. ^ 

This complaint is imagined to be the consequence of the venereal dis- 
ease in the urethra; but how far this is really the case is not certahx; 
though most probably it is not. It is a discharge of mucus by the 
urethra, which generally comes away with the last drops of urine, espe- 
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ciaHy if the bladder is irritable; ,an]c[ still more at the timeof being at 
^q^l) particularly if ^the patient bq costive; for, under such circum- 
staiifi^, (,|^e str^ini^ o^i: a^ctiou^.ojf th^.viuscjes of those parts are more 
violent. It has generally been suppQMd l.bat thiA discharge is aemen^ andi 
it ^f th^ idJseasjQ called ;a ^iBin^V)v6akne$s ;, but>it appears from m^ny 
expei;9n«nt9 an4 obseri^a/tioQS) t^t the dischargp is undotibtedjy not 
seiB^n. It is QQly tbe ,rDncus secire^d, either by the prostate gland, by 
thios0.bag9 jinproperly called vesicAila^ seoiinales, or both; and it may 
qot!l)f iipprppertp give her^ (he distipguist^ng marks be^tween these two 
Quids.^. First ; I may obs^rv^ the discharge, in question is not ortliesamiQ 
colour with the semen, and is exactly of the colour of the mucus of ihe 
prpsUte gland, andof tho&e bags» It.faa^jiol; ihe.same smcJl, and indeed 
it hardly ha^ any, smell. at al). J)^ quantity evacuated at one time is 
often much more considerable than the evacuation of semen ever is ; 
and it happens more frequently than it could possibly do were the. dis- 
charge semen. It is a disease that qften attacks old mepi where one caa 
hardly suppose much semen to be secreted ; and we find that those who 
arc affected lyith this. disease, are, nq more, deficiept in the siecretion and 
evacuation of the semen in the natural w^y^ than before they, had the 
disefise.. . If /the miod be (at. ease, this shall take place immediately after a 
discharge of this fluid, as well as before, which could not be the case 
w^*e it sen>e9. Further ; if those that labour under this complaint are 
BOt oomiepted with women, tbey are subject to noctux:nal discharges 
from the imagination, as persons who are perfectly sound ; and incjeed 
most patients, when made acquainted with these circumstances, become 
very sensible that it is not the semen. 

A gentleman has often a discharge of mucus from the urethra with 
the last drops of urine, and when he goes to stool, but after having con« 
nection with women it does not take place. 

It is not clear what the diseased state of the parts is upon which this 
discharge depends, whether there is a larger secretion of this mucus than 
natural, or whether it is entirely owing to a preternatural uncommon 
action of those parts ; and if this last, why these parts should he put inio 
action when the bladder, rectum, and abdominal muscles are thrown 
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into action to expel their contents; is not easily explained. It is plaia 
that the most violent actions of these parts are necessary to produce thcf 
evacuation ; for it <loes not come with the first of the urine, nor in ge* 
neral when they go with ease to stool. - 

As it was tliought to be a seminal discharge, it was imagined to 'arise 
from a weakness in the organs of genera t iota ; and as frequent discharges 
of the semen in the natural way generally weaken, it was therefore tma^ 
gined that tliis discharge must also weaken very considerably ; and the 
imagination will operate so strcKigly as to make the patients beliete they 
Mally are weakened. Whether the teanse of such a dis«iharge is? capable 
of'weakening, I will not pretend to say ; but I believe that the discharge 
simply does not. Fear, and aoxiety of mind-, may really weakebi th0 
patient. In the cases I have seen of this kind, the mind ha§ been mons 
afeoted than the body. . ' » 

From my own practice, I caki Ihatidly recommend atiy one medibine, 
CAT way of life, for removing (bis' cdttipl^int^ In one case I found coosl-» 
derabie benefit from giving hemtock int^nall)^. ' 

The idea that has bteen formed of the disease leads to the ^etice go* 
nerally used and recomtAended, stith as' giving 'streiigthenhig med^nes 
6f all kinds j as -bark; fe<;. but I never saw any^ood effects from any oi 
them ; and 1 Should rather be inclined to take up the soothing plan to 
prevent '^1 Vioient actions. Keeping the body gently dpen wiU in sooie 
degree inodet-ate the discharge, and probably ma^ effect a ctire'iii th« 
end. • • ' •• .' '. •'"*'' '' '* 
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CHAPTER; XII. Uo/. 

OF IMPOTENCE. 
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H IS ,cprapl^iut 19 by many laicl to the chai]ge of Onaoism at ap earlv 
; but bow far this is just, it will in many cases be difficult to d^cf^ 






oiJtne*. 

.. How far the attributing to this practice such a consequence, is of pub 
lie utility^ I am doubtful; particularly as it is followed most commonly 
at an age^ M'heu consequences are* not sufficiently attended to, even in 
things lees gratify ing to the senses ; but this I can saywitl^ certaihtyl 
that many of tho^e, who are affi^aed with- the complaints in question ar6 
miserable froxji tb;s idea; and it is some consolation for them 'to Icnow 
fhatit is possible, It may arise fjx>m. other causes. 1 am clear ii^ my pwij 
niind that the books on this subject have done more harm than goo j. 
I think I may affirm that this act in itself does less harm to the'cQnstitii* 
^ion in geperal than the natural.' That the natural with cogimoh wQmei^ 
or, such as we are indifferent abopt, does less barm to i)ie constitution 
ihan where it is not so selBsbi and where the aflieciions for the wonaan 
gre also concerned. Where it is onl^ a constitutional act it is simple, 
awd xwly poe action takes place; but wherfc the mjind becomes iptcreste^, 
iX/i^ wprJk^e;J up J^o.a^flegreepf enthusiasm, inc^e^ing the sensibility of 
the bpdy .awJ dispositioj^ for action; and when the coropliete action 
takesjplw;eJtie,witb proporiionarvibience^ in proportion to thfe 

violence is the degree of debility produc^d^ or injiiry dolie to the con- 
stitution. 

, In ibbe ^a^^ oJ this kind that have come under my care, although the 
p^m^pps ^JxeoiSfiW,^ h^ve b^QP yer^ reaay if) suppose that the disease 
^<ose firoui thfi cftuse b«re aJluded vo/, y^i they did jooj appear to have 
^CQ iQoiie.iiito thiB ffiUi^ th»n Qovwfw i At)^^ jta particular, the woi-st 
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case I have ever seen was where but very little of this practice had ever 
been used, which is particularly pernicious from the frequency of the 
repetition, there being no want of opportunity. 

Nothing hurts the mind'of a man so much as Ihe idea of inability to 
perform well the duty of the sex. If his scrotum hangs low it makes 
him miserable ; he conceives immediately that he is to be rendered in- 
capable of performing those actis in which he prides himself most. It is 
pertain that the relaxation, or coqtraction of the scrotum, is in some de- 
gree a kind of sign of the constitution; but it is of (he constitution at 
large, not bf tiiose parts in particular.^ Nurses are so sensible of the 
contraction of that part being a sign of health in the children under 
their care, that they take notice of it. The relaxation of it in them can- 
not be supposed to arise from inability to perform those acts at one time 
more than another. The face is one of ihe'sigps of the constitution, and 
has as niuch to do with those peculiar acts as th6 scrotum. However 
>ve must allow that this part is much more lax than what we should 
conceive was intended by nature, even in young men who are well in 
health;, but as this is very general, I rather suspect that it arises from 
the circumstances of the part- being kept too warm» and always sus- 
pended, the muscles hardly ever being allowed to act, so that they havt 
less force. How far it is the same in those countries whose dress docs 
not immediately suspend those parts, I have not been able to ascertainl 
Warmth appears to be one cause, for we find that cold has always an 
immediate effect ; but this is perhaps owing to its not being accustooied 
to cold. What ithe difference is in this part, in a cold and warm climate, 
all pther circumstances the same, I do not know. But whatever may be 
the cause, if it is really in common more lax than intended by nature, it 
is of no consequence as to the powers of generation. The tesf tides will 
secrete whether kept high or low. * . / 

The Editor i% iniluced to believe that Onanism is moTe hurtful than the 
author imagined ; that its being practised before th^ parts have arrived 
at maturfty in weakly constitutions, may prevent theii* ever doing 
fio. He alio belieVes, Contrary to the opinion, of the authofi that tbm 
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venereal act with a woman, where the passions are strongly^ e^ccited, 
can be more frequently ,];epeated with less' debilitating effectS| than 
under any other circumstances^ since this particular secretion is more 
iminediately under the ihHuence of the passions ' than any otheif in 
the body. . , . , i » , ; 

I. OF IMPOTENCE DEPENDING ON THE MIND. 

* • 

As the parts of generation are not necessary for the existence or sup- 
port of the individual, as what relates to food £tud ^leep,* biit have a 
reference to something else, in which the nriind has a principal concehi, 
a complete action in those parts cannot take place without a 'perfect har« 
mony of body and of mind ; that is, there must be both a power of bodyi 
and disposition of mind ; for the mind is subject to a thousand caprices 
which affect the actions of these parts. ^' * . r . ►{ 

Copulation is an aci of the body, the spring of which is in the mmd ; 
but it is not volition; and according to the state df the^rtiind ^o is the 
act pcrfofn^ed. To perform this act well, the body should be in healths 
and the mind should be perfectly confident of the powers of the body'; 
the nimd should be in a slate entirely disengaged from every thing the ; 
it should have no difficulties, no fears, no apprehensiotlV; hdt eyetf ah 
anxiety to perform the act well; for even this'anxiety Wai^tateof mind 
different from what should prevail ; there shoi^ld not be even a fcalr 
that the mind itself may find a difficulty ^t the timie'thc -act' shouTd 'be 
performed. Perhaps\no function of the machine depfends so' much irpoh 
the state of the mind as this. ' . . 

The will, and reasoning faculty, have nothing tci do with this power ; 
they are only empToyed in tlie acf, so far' as voluntary parts are made 
use of ; and if they ever interfere, which they sOrnelimes do, it ofted 
produces another state of the mind which destroys that which rs proper 
for the performance of the act; it produces a desite, i'\vish,''2t hbpi, 
which are all only diffidence and uncertainty, and create in the 'miitd 
the idea of a possibility of the want of success, which destroys the pro- 
.per ^t^ of pjind, or necessary confidence. 



* # « 
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The rWind h^s rtiorfcf poWrer over the crectioriM6f thne^pcfnfe than over 
emission of the senien/ Amah frotti iheslfaie of hi?5 mihcl shall be un- 
able, to have an erection, biu the slightest degree o>r friction shall pro- 
duce an emission. 

4 

There is perhiips no act in which a man feels himself more interested, 
or is more anxious to perform well, his pride being engaged in some 
degree, which if within' certain bciahds would produce a degree of per- 
fection in an act depending upon the will, or an act in voluntary parts; 
bat w]^eq,it produces. a sta|,ie of mind contrary tOj that ,sta(c on, which 
the perfection of the act depends, a failure must be tlie consequence.; 

Thebp^y i^ not only rendered incapable of performing this act, by 
the mind being under the above influence, but also by the. mind being 
perfectly confident of its powefi but conscious of an impropriety in per- 
forming it ; this in many cases producing a state of mind whith shall 
Iftjij^^way all power. The state of a man's mind respecting^ hi* sister 
lakes away ^U power. A conscientious man has been, known to lose his 
PRW^P on finding unexpectedly the woman he was going to be connected 
with a virgin. . . j 

. ^ Redding tears arises entirely from the state of the mipd, although not 
iSp mpch 1^ compound acti^on as the act in question; for none ar^ 50 
jvi'eak in body that they cannot jshed te^rs; it is not so much a com- 
paund action of the mind and strength of body, joined, as the other a^ct 
4s; yet if we are afrai<i of shedding tears, jor are desirous qf doing it, 
^dt^iAt anxiety is -kept up through the whole of an affecting scene, we 
certainly shall not shed tears, or at least not so freely as would have 
h^ppened'from our natural feelings. 

' From the above account of th^ necessity.of having the mind indepen- 
dent, respecting the act, we must, see that it may very often happen 
that tlie state of mind will be such as not to allow the aninial to exert , 
i^ natural poiycrs ; atld every failure. increases the evil. We must alsb 
&ec from this state of the case, that this act must be often interrupted ; 

* 

and the true cause of this interruption not being known, it will be laid 
to the charge of the body, or want of powers. As these cases do notarise 
from real inability, they are to be carefully distinguished from such as 



SUI^FOSflD CONSGCtUENGES OF GONORRHO£A, tif 

^'V^atidptrkapstlie only way to distinguish them ii^ to CKamitie into 
i!m! state of mind respecting this act. So trifling often is the circua»- 
^tanc^; Whtofa^hall produce this inability, depending on the mindi that 
the vtry desire to please shall have that effect, as in making thcwoEaan 
the sole object to be gratified. 

Cases of this kind, we see every day; one of which I shall relate as 
an il lustration of this subject, nnd also ot the method of cure. 

A geiitl^man told me> that be bad lost his powers in this way. After 
above an hour's investigation of the case, I made out the following 
hiots: that 4ir had at unnecessary limes strong erections, ivhich showed 
lliat he had naturally this power; that the er^tions were accompa* 
nied with desire^ which are all . the natural powers wanted ; but that 
there was still a defect somewhere, which ( supposed to be from the 
mind. I inquiired if all women wene alike. to him, l>is axtswer was no; 
some woiiien be could have connection with, as well as ever. Thi» 
brought the defect, whatever it was, into a smaller compass ; and it ap- 
peared that there was but oiM.woinan that produced this inability) and 
that it arose from a desire to perform the act with this woman well; 
which *desire produced in the mipd a doubtt or fear oCthe want of sue* 
cess; which was the cause of the ioabtltty pf perfoitniog the acjt. As 
this aix>se entirely from the state oi* the fniod^ prodpced by ^ particular 
circumstance, the mif^d was to be applied to for ihe cuk'e ; . and I told 
him that be might be cured, if he could perfectly rely on his own power 
Of selfkleniah When I explained what 1 meant, he told me thutiie could 
depend upon etery act of his wiiU or resolution ; 1 then told hin|t if he 
had a perfect cmifidenee in himself in that respect, that he was to go to 
bed to this woman, but first praniise to himself* that he would not have 
any connection with her, for sis nigltts, let hisinclioalions and pow;er8 
be what they would ; which he engaged to do; and also to let mejcnow 
the result. About a fortnight after he told mc that this resolution had 
produced such a tcAal alteration in the state of his mind, that the power 
soon took place, for uiitead of going to bed with the fear of inability, 
he went with fears that he should be possessed with too much desire^ 
too much power, so as to become uneasy to him, which really happened ; 

Ff 
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for he would have been happy to have shortened the time; and whcsi 
he had once broke the spell, the mind and powers went on tc^eiher; 
his mind never returning to its former state. Several similar instaiicea 
have come under my care, but there is an evident objection ta multi- 
plying unnecessarily cases of this kind. 

II. OF IMPOTENCE, FROM A WANT OF PROPER CORRESPOND- 
ENCE BETWEEN THE ACTIONS OF THE DIFFERENT ORGANS. 

ft 
• * 

I formerly observed, when treating of the diseases of the urethra and 
bladder, txio parts concerned in the actions of each other, that every 
organ in an animal body was made up of different parts, whose functions^ 
or actions, were totally different from each other, although all tending 
to produce one ultimate effect. In all such organs^ When perfect, there 
is a succession of motions, one naturally arising out of the other, which 
in the end produces the ultimate: effect ; and an irregularity alone in 
these actions, will constitute disease^ at least will produce . very diss^ree* 
able effects, and often totally frustrate the final intention of the prgao*^ 
I come now to apply the above principle ta the actions of. the teifsticle 
and penis ; for we find that an irregularity in the actions of ^hese parts^ 
sometimes happens in men, producing impoteDice; and. something. sioii- 
lar, probably, may be one cause of barrenness •!»> women. .... 

In men, the parts subservient to generation maybe divided ^nto twO| 
the essential, and the accessory. The testicles. are the essential; the 
penis, kc: the accessory. As this division arises from their uses or aqtioas 
in health, which exactly correspond with one another ; a want of exact-< 
ness in the correspondence^ or susceptibility of tho^e actions, m^y also> 
be divided into two, First ; where the actions are reversed, the a^ces- 
sory taking place without the first or essentia^, as in erectiotis of the 
penis, where neither the mind, nor the testicles, are stimulated to action; 
and the second is, where the testicle performs the action of secretion too 
readily for the penis, which has not a corresponding erection. The fir$.t 
is called priapism; and the second is what ought to be called seminal 
weakness. 
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Tbemind has considerable effect on the correspondence of the actions 
of these two parts ; but it would appear in many instances, that erections 
of the penis depend more on the state of the mind, than the secretion of 
the semen docs ; for many have the secretion, but not the erection; but in 
such, the want of erection appears to be owing to the mind only. 

Priapism often ariises spontaneously, and often from visible irritation 
of the penisi such as the venereal gonorrhoea, especially when violent. 
The sensation of such erections is rather uneasy than pleasant ; nor is 
the sensation of the glans at the time similar to that arising from tne 
erections of desire, but mor6 like to the sensation of the par^s iminedi- : 
ately after coition. 

Such as arise spontaneously are of more serious consequenee than 
those from iriflammation, as ihey proceed probably from causes not cu* 
rable in themselves, or by any known methods. 

The priapism arising from inflammation of the parts, as in a gonor-^ 
rhoea, is attended with nearly the same symptoms, but generally the 
sensation is that of pain, proceeding from the inflammation of the parts. 
It may be observed, that what is said of priapism, is only applicable to 
it, when a disease in itself, and not as a symptom of other diseases, which 
it frequently is. 

A gentleman had a priapism for two years ; it originated from an irri- 
tation in the bladder, which went off at the time the priapism came : it 
only takes place in the night, and mostly in his sleep, and immediately 
awakens him ; having connection makes it worse. 

I'he common practice in the cure of this complaint, is to order all the 
nervous and strengthening medicines, such as bark, valerian, musk, cam* 
piitre, and also the cold bath. I have had experience of the good effects 
of the cold bath ; but sometimes it does not agree with the constitution, 
in which cases 1 have found^the warm bath of service. Opium appears, 
to be a specific in many cases; from which circumstance I should be . 
apt, upon the whole, t^ try a soothing plan. • - . . 

Seminal weakness, or a secretion and emission of the semen without > 
erections, is the reverse of a priapism, and is by much the worst disease « 
of the two. There is great variety in the degrees of this disease, there 
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bciog all the gradationt^ from the exact corFtibpondeoee .of Uie 9ctio)]»of 
all tbe parts, to the testicks acting alome; k> overy, Ci|S€ of tbq 4is9s& 
there it too quick a secretion aiid evacuatiou of (he semen* Like to the, 
priiapiSDfii it docs not arise from desires and abilitieai aUbouglif whea mildi . 
it is auendcd with both^ but hot in a due proportion ; a very slight de« 
sire often producing the full effect* The secretion of the semen shall be 
MO quick that simple thouglrti or even toying, si»ll make it flow. 

Dreams riiall produce this evacuation repeatedly in the san^e night ; 
and even when the dreams have been so slight^ if there have been 
aB)r, thai there has been no consciousness of them when the sleep has 
been broken by the act of emission. I have known cases where the tes« 
tidtii kiave been so ready to secrete^ that the least friction on the glans 
haa prodnced an emissio&k : I have known the simple action orwalkingi 
or riding, produce this eSbct^and that repeaLedly« in a v^y short spaiJ^; 

of time. 

» « 

A young man, about £bur or five and twenty yeai^ of agie,not so much 
gi^en lovenery as most yoUng men, h«ul (;hes€ last laeiitioned complaia|$ 
tifxm him. Three or fo«i^ tinges in (he nig^t ^ would emit i aafd if he' 
wldktd £»t, or rode on hoi^^ack, the same thing, would happen* He 
(Could scarcely have connection with a woman, before he eqaitted, and; 
in ttte emission^ tlieVe wm hardly any spasm« He tried eveiy siipposed 
slrengthcning medicine, as also the cold bath, and sea-4>athing, but with 
iw effect. By taking tweiiuy. drops of laudanum,. on going; to hed, b^. 
prevented tbe night emtss«ons ; and by tafci^ig the same quantity in llie . 
iBomiing:^ he could walk or ride without the btiforem(enti<oaed incodve- 
nkaoe* I directed this practice to be oosttinucd for some timey although 
the disease did not return, that the parts mfg^t be acctistomed to thia 
healthy state of action ; and I have reason to believe the gentleman is . 
ijonr weH. It was found necessary » as the constitiitiqn beeame more ba^ 
bstujtfied tt> the opiate, to increase the dose of it. 

The spasn^s upon ibe evacuation of the semen in sucli cases are 
enkrtm^ sUgbty and a repetition of thein soon .takes place; the fint 
emisfiion not preventing a second ; tJie cowrtitntion being aU the time 
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bot Utile afitrctodi* Wbaa the tMiclds 9dt alohe^ yUhout Uie aotessorf 
pacts taking op ihe ntcteMiy ami natural oonMqueoi a€iiof>« it k sliU S| 
more melancholy disease ; for the aecrQti<n>. arl$«t ittom nO visibl^^ W 
semiUe cause^ and doca not give wsy visibk or aen^ible eiffect, tNM rqns 
dflPaixnilar to in^oluDtaiy 9took| or uriM. It has be^iif obs^rved^ th^ 

the sei^a is ifiore Quid than natural m some of these cases. . i 

• • • 

There is great variety in the diseased action of thete parts/ of which; 
the fotlowinji^ case may be comidcred as am exampto; 

A gentleman baa had a alricture id the urethra foi* many yeara^ fivjr. 
uiiich ht ba9 freqoeiiliy used the bougie, but of late has neglected it« 
He has had no connection with women for a: coviaiderable tiraoi beipg; 
afraid of the consequences. He has often in his sleep involuntary emis- 
aions, which generally awake him at the paroxysm ; but what surprises 
him most is, that often he has such, without any semen passing forwards 
through the penis, which makes him think that at those times it goes 
backwards into the bladder. Tiiis is not always the case, for at other 
times the semen passes forwards. At the time he has those uncommon 
paroxysms, he has the erection, the dream, and is awaked with the same 
mode of action, the same sensation, and the same pleasure, as when the 
semen passes through the urethra, whether dreaming or waking. My 
opinion is, thai the same irritation takes place in the bulb of the urethra 
Trithout tiie semen, that takes place there when the semen enters, in 
consequence of all the natural preparatory steps, whereby the very same 
actions are excited as if it came into the passage ; from which one would 
suppose that either semen is not secreted, or if it be, that a retrograde 
motion takes place in the actions of the acceleratores muscles ; but if 
the first be the case, then we may suppose that in the natural state the 
actions of those muscles do not arise simply from the slimulas of the 
semen in the part, but from their action being a termination of a pre- 
ceding one making part of a series of actions. Thus they may depend 

* It is to be considered, thai the coDstitation is commonly affected hy the spasms only, 
and in proportion to their violence, independent of the secretion and efacnation of the semen. 
In some cases, even the erection going off without the spasms oo the emiuioo^ sblUI ^ro* 
duce the same debility as if they had taken place. 



iii 
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upon the friction, or the imagidation of a friction in the penis^ the tes« 
tides not doing their part, and the spasm in such cases arising from the 
friction, and not from the secretion. 

In many of those cases of irregularity, when the erection is not strong, 
it shall go off without the emission ; and at Other times an emission shall 
happen almost without an erection ; but these arise not from debility, 
but'affections of the mind. 

In man)*^ of the preceding cases, washing the penis, scrotum, and pe- 
rineum with cold water, is often of service ; and to render it colder than 
we find it in some seasons of the year, common salt may be added to it» 

« 

and the parts washed when the salt is almost dissolved. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
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OF THE DECAY OF THE TESTICLE. 

* 

■ 

It would appear from soipe circumstances, that the parts of generation 
are not to be considered as necessary parts of the animal machine, but 
only as parts superadded for particular purposjes^ and therefore only 
necessary when those particular purposes are to be answered ; for we 
may observe, that they are later of coming to maturity than any other 
parts, and are more liable to decay. Thus far in their natural proper- 
lies they are diSerent from most other parts of our bbdy^ the teeth only 
excepted, which are similar in some of tliose circum9tahces» 

The testicles appear to be more subject to spontaneous 'disease than 
any other part of the body ; biit what b the rhost singular 'thing of all', 
is tlic wasting of those bodies^ One pr both testicles shall wholly dis- 
appear, like to the thymus gland, or membrana pupillaris, £:c. in the 
infant. . This we. do not find in any parts* of tlie body which are essential 
to its economy ; excq>ting the parts are of no further u;5e, and migl)t 
become hurtful in the body, a» thie membrana pupillaris; but the tes^ 
ticlesj 4p pot undergp this change as if in coosecmence of an original * 
property stamped upon them, as is the case of the tliymus glaqd, when<> 
ever the age of the person is such as to render them useless ; out are 
liable to it at. any age,. and therefore the disposition is in the testicles 
themselves, independent of any conuectioa with the anlmul economy. 
An arm^or leg, may lose its action,. and may waste in part, but never 
wholly. 

. Testicles have been known to waste fn cases of rupture, probably from 
thexonslant pressure of the intestine. Mr. Pott has given us cases of this 
kind. I have seen in hydrocele the testicle almost wasted to nothing, 
probably from the compression of the water ; but in all these the causcsi 
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of wasting are obvious, and would probably produce similar effects in 
other parts of the body under the same circumstances; but a testiclei 
without any previous disease, wastes wholly j or at other times it in- 
flames, either spontaneous^, ol'^fFom sympathy with the urethra, be* 
comes large, and then begins to subside, as in the resolution of common 
inflammation of Uh| JHidy) Ul^t cjoey 904 ^to^iU the former size, but con- 
tinues to decay till it wholly disappears. The following cases are instances 
of^his: , , 

Case |. A genllemap ^bout nine years ago had a gonorrhoea, with a 
l^bbe^'whlcU. suppurated/ A swelling of ope of thd testicles canie on, 
for which he Wed' the' cbmmoh method? of producing resolution, and 
se^^ningly with success. All the other symptoms being removed; he 
thought himself qu^te well ; but ^ome time afier, he fbund that the 1^* 
tIcTe which I;iad bec;h swelled' was becotiie rather smaller than the other, 
which made him now pay attention to il. This decrease continued t^il it 
wa9(cd entirely. For sonic years pas £ there has been no appearance of 
4 testicle. He is hot in the least diflerent [n IqcliQation, or powers, from 
Wljat he ^as before. ' \ 

,pase ir coixipunicated lo mc by Kri\.Nanfah, ^* A gentleman, aged 
^bput 18, wlia never bad aqy venereal complaint, has had two diflerent 
. {iliacks of the same nature, one in each testicle. Februarys, 1 776, after 
skiitlng a fe\v hours, without having to his knowledge received any injury 
from it, he was seized with a violent pain and inflammation of the left 
testicle^ which in a few days increased much in size* A surgeon being 
sent for, followed the usual treatment in such cases of inflammation. In 
about six weeks the intlamniatioQ and swelling gradually subsided, some 
hardness only reriiaiulhg. A mercurial plaister was now applied, which 
after being worn for some time v/as left off". The testicle ever since has 
continued gradually to decrease, and is no larger than a horse bean ; 
indeed the body oF the testicle is quite decayed, nothing remaining but 
wh<it seems part of the epidldy mis. It appears to have no sense of pain, 
except when pressed, and is Y^y hard and uneven on its surface. The 
spermatic chord is not in the least affected," 
October ^0, 17 77, he was seized in the same manner in the right 
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testicle, without any apparent cause, whereupon I was applied to. He 
was immediately bled, took an dpening mixture, after that a saline mix- 
ture with tartar emetic ; and a fQixieutation and embrocation ofspiritus 
mindcreri, and spiritus vini, was used.,. On the. 27th a cataplasm was, 
applied of linseed meal and aqua vegeto-mineraiis. This treatment 
was pei^isled in till about the middle of November. The inflammation 
went off, and the testicle seemed much in the natural state. On Oe- 
cember 10, 1 was applied to again ; it seemed to be growing hard, and 
decreasing in si^e, much in jbhe same manner as the other had done, 
which, made himvVery Unhappy. I ordered him some pills with calomel 
and tartar emetic, in hopes of increasing^ the secretion of the glands in 
general, and making sonje change in the testicle. At first this method 
seemed to be of service, but sood lost its effects/ and the testicle began 
to decrease just as the other did. Mr* Adair and Mr. Pott were con- 
sulted with me, hut nothing could be thought of that could give any . 
h(}pei ofjsuqc^* L advised him to try electricity, and to employ the 
parts in their natjural u^es, as much as inclination led him, with a view 
of pQtMiig »stpp to the unnattiral actions; but all was to no purpose, 
the te$ticle continued to decrease till not a^vestige was left. 

Case III. communicated by Dr. Gothom of Worcester. 

^* A young man, aged sixteen, was suddenly seized with great cold- 
ness ;«qd shiyeHng, attended with frequent rigors. During this paroxysm, 
which continued three hours, his pulse was small and contracted, and 
so exceedingly quick that the strokes of the artery were with difficulty . 
counted. This period was succeeded by an intense heat, and a strong, 
hard, full pulse, on which account lie was copiously blecl ; a dose of 
cooling physic was immediately administered, and a clyster thrown up 
to promote its more speedy effects. In the evenhig the bleeding was 
repeated. All this day he <xtmplained of excruciating pain in his loins, 
and the side of hi^ belly, descending down into the scrotum. On ex* 
amining the part affected, I saw an appearance of inflammation in the 
groiaof the le(t side, and a gr^eat tension about the ring of the abdomi- 
nal muscles, with an enlargement of the testicles. 1 hese parts were now 
oidered to be fomented with a discutient fotus strongly impregnated 
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wilh of tide sal litnmbnhc, and to be bathed with spivitos miiidererr, and 
spiHtm volatilis aroinaU before the applioalion of each sttrpb; and he 
was directed take six grains of the pulv. anlimonialis, wilh fifteen grains 
of nitre every three hours; his food to be thin gfuel, with fruit and 
lemon juice, and his drink barley-water \tith sugar and nkre. Ndlwith- . 
standing this antiphlogistic plan of frequent cooling physic, anodynes, 
three emetics, and thirteen blood lectings, the fever continued, and the 
pain, inflammation and tumour increased till the eighth day, including 
the first day of seizure ; when sedng no hope of discussing the tumour, 
the testicle being nearly as large as a child'^ head, I attempted byeftiol* 
lient fotuses, and maturating cataplasms^ to bring it to suppuration. On 
the 10th, a fluctuation was perceptible; and on the 12th, ibuch more 
so, the scrotum having then put on' a livid appearaiice. I used 'every 
possible argument for permission to open it, but he bding now quite 
easy would not admit it. On the 15 th, the patient was again attacked 
with rigors, coldness and shivering, succeeded- by a great feverish heat, 
which soon terntitiated in a profuse sweat, yet no piih attended this 
paroxysm. In the evening however the tuntour was so pfdminent that 
. 1 was of opinion it would open spontaneously before moriiing, whdn I 
hoped to obtain his consent to enlarge the aperture ; but this not hap- 
pening, and all remonstrance and entreaties relating to the necessity of 
an incision proving ineffectual, I contented myself with giving the bark 
with elixir of vitriol. From this lime, after every fever paroxysm, the 
testicle was observed to decrease ; not beihg permitted to make an in** 
cision, and his strength and appetite continuing good, I began to enter- 
tain hopes of success without it, and advised him to persist in the use 
of the tonip and antiseptic plan, with the addition of stupes wet with 
the decoction of bark, to be constantly applied ; by which means at the 
end of thirty days from the first seizure the pus was totally absorbed. 
The testicle then appeared to be of the size of a hen*s egg, and was as 
hard as a schirrus. I directed it to be rubbed night and morning, wilh 
equal parts of the unguent, mercur. fort, and liniment, volat. campho- 
raU and ordered internally some mercurial alteratives, with a decoction 
of bark. By these aids his night sweats, and every other disagreeable 
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symptom, gr&ldukUy abated r 6te gatli^red slceiigth,^ flesh and spirits^ 
yeryf&st, und^tbe diseased (estklp ^€nt oin constantly decrea&iog, though 
very slowly, for near twelve mootlis ; at the expiration of which time 
there was no other appearance of k than a confusion of loose fibreSi ob« 
vioiii to the fueling, in the. upper part of -the scrotum. About a mon(h 
dgo the patient consented to my examining it. Of the testicle there was 
not the least vqi^tige, neither could I perceive the tunica vaginalis on 
that side of the grohi; but -upon the os pubis, and a little under it, I 
could ismbracewith tny Angers and thumb the chord, and distinguish 
the vessels, which were without the least degree of hardness or schirro* 
sity ; and if I pressed one in particular, I gave him exquisite pain for a 
moment. He is in perfect health, a strong, robust constitution, and has 
fine healthy children ; the only change he perceived in the constitution 
was a propensity to ,grow fat, which neither temperance, nor violent ex- 
ercise on horseback, daily, with little rest, will prevent." 

Case IV. a gentleman had a stricture for which he passed a bougie ; 
InQammation and swelling came upon one of the testicles, the inllamma- 
tion was removed and the swelling subsided, the testicle continued to 
diminish till it was extremely small. 

Case v. a gentleman had received a hurt upon one of his testicles in 
riding, it inflamed and swelled to a very great degree ; the symptoms 
went off, and he considered himself well ; it did not however remain of 
the natural size, but gradually diminished till it entirely disappeared. 

Case VL a gentleman was lifted from the ground by the hands with 
a considerable jerk : he felt immediately a violent pain in the groin of 
the right side, and an inflammation and swelling came upon the right 
testicle, when this subsided, the testicle diminished to the size of a pea, 
and was very hard in its substance. \ 

Case VII. a gentleman eighteen years of age, had a swelling brought 
upon one of his testicles, by lying upon wet grass, it afterwards continued 
to diminish, till it was only one fourth of the natural size. 

Case VIII. a gentleman twenty years of age had been attacked at va- 
rious times in the preceding eight years, with violent pain and swelling 
in the right testicle and spermatic chord, which went entirely off, till 
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two years ago, there was a more violent seizure : for eight boun the pain 
was intolerable ; and the swelling very great ; it confined him six weeks : 
since that time, it has been diminishing in sizej and increasing in hard* 
ness : at present it is as small as a horse-bean, and the spermatic chord is 
contracted. The left testicle has occasionally swelled, but always reco* 
vered its natural size. During the time he was affected with this paiD^ 
he has felt at intervals a pain about the neck of the bladder, especially 
when he made water, but not in any violent degree, he likewise fre- 
quently feels during these attacks, a sensation like the circulation of 
some fluid within the testicles. 
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PART IV. 



CHAPTER I. 



OF CHANCRE. 

I HAVE been hitherto speaking of the effects of this poison, when ap« 
plied to a secreting surface and without a cuticle, of the intention of 
nature in producing these effects, and of all the consequences, both real 
and supposed : I now mean to explain its effects when applied to a sur- 
face that is covered with a common cuticle, as the common skin of the 
body, which on such a surface will be found to be very different from 
those I have been describing. But I may be allowed here to remark, 
that the penis, the common seat of a chancre, is, like every part of the 
body, liable (o diseases of the ulcerative kind ; and from some circum* 
stances, rallier more so than other parts; for if attention is not paid to 
cleanliness, we have often excoriations, or superficial ulcers, from that 
<:ause ; also, like almost every other part that has been injured ; these 
parts when once they have suffered from the venereal disease are very [ 
liable to ulcerate anew. Since then this part is not exempted from the 
common diseases of the body, and as every disease in this part is sus« 
pected to be venereal, great attention is to be paid in forming our judg- 
ment of ulcers there. 

Venereal ulcers commonly have one character, which however is not 
-entirely peculiar to them, for many sores that have no disposition to 
heal, which is the case with a chancre, have so far the same characten 
A chancre has commonly a thickened base, and although in some the 
common inflammation spreads much further, yet the specific is confined 
to this base. The futuve, or consequent ulcers»: are commonly easily 
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distinguished from the original, or venereal, which will be described 

hereafter. 

It is an invariable effect, that, when any part of an animal is irritated 

to a certain degree, it infliin«5 and forms matter ; the intention of 
which is to remove the irritating cause. 'l*his process is easily effected 
when it is on a surface whose nature is to secrete ; but when on a sur- 
face whose nature is not lo sacF6ie,nt thenbeeomes more difficult, for 
another process must be set up, which Ts ulceration. This is not only the 
case in common irritations, but also in specific irritations from morbid 
poisons, as the venereal disease; }ul<j.fcmBl1-q)ox. The variolous matter, 
as well as the venereal, produces ulcers on the skin ; but when it affects 
sccrettti^ surfaces a disused liiecretion is the consequence ; and this is 
different in different parts ; on the tdngae, inside of the mouth, uvula 
and tonsils, tbe icoagulable lymiph is thrown out in form of sloughs^ 
^cnnewbait siiaEiftiilar to the putrid sore throat ; but in thk fauces and all 
down the eeaofifaagiis, a thickish fluid in appeaftuice like matter is se* 
creted. When tfaejirriitatnn is applied to a surface whose outicle is thin, 
and where there is n secretion naturally, as the glans penis, or inside of 
the prepuqei there it sometimes only irritates, so as to produce a dis** 
cased secretion, as \l^as described ; but this is not always the effect of ' 
ouch irritaticm on such surfaces, ihey are often irritated to ulceration, 
producing a chancre. 

The poison has in general either no disposition .or not sufficient pow^ 
ers to blister or excoriale tlie common skin, for if it did, the. symptoms 
fnost probably, would be at first nearly the same if not exactly so with a 
gonorrhoea ; that is a discharge of msltter from a surface without a cu^ 
tide newly inflamed ; for it is reasonable to suppose, that the poison 
would produce on that excoriated surface a secretion of matter which 
would be at first a gonorrhoea, and which very probably would after- 
wards fall intolhe second mode of action, or ulceration, and then be- 
come a chancre. 

There are three ways in which chancres are produced. First, by the 
poison being inserted into . a wound ; secondly, by being applied to a 
non-secreting surface; and thirdly, by being applied to a common sore. 
To which ever of these three different surfaces it is applied, the pus pro- 
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duces its specific inflaaunation and ulceration, attended with a secretion 
of pus. The matter produced in consequence of those different modes ' 
of application is of the same nature with the matter applied, because the 
irritations are the same in both. 

The poison much more readily contaminates if it is applied to a fresh 
wound, than to an ulcer, in this resembling the inoculation of the small* 
pox. Whether there are any parts of the skin, or any other part of the 
body, more susceptible of this irritation than others itt consequence of' 
local application, is not yet ascertained. • 

This form of the disease, like the fi:rst, or gonorrhoea, is generally' 
caught on the parts of generation, in consequence of a connection be- 
tween the sexes ; but afiy part of the body may be affected by the appli* 
cation of venereal matter, especially if the cuticle is thini *' •' ' 

I have seen a chancre on the pnolabiom, as broad as a sixpence, 
caught the person did not know how.* The penis, and particularly (he 
prepuce, being the parts most commonly affected by this form erf. the 
disease, are so constructed as to suffer much from it, especially when 
they are very susceptible of such irritation; fonvhe construction alone 
produces many inconveniences, besides considerable pain, while u'ndtr 
the disease, and in general retards the cure. 

The chancre is not so frequent an effect of the^poisonas the gonor«< 
rhoea ; and I think very good reasons may be assigned for it, although 
there are more modes than one of catching it, as I ji^t iiow mentioned ; 
but the parts in two of them, to wit, the wounds and the sore, are stU 
dom in the way of being infected ; therefore when it is caught it iscom^ 
monlyby the same mode of application with that of the gchiorrhoea; 
but as the cuticle cannot be affected by this poison, this covering acting 
as a guard lo the cutis, it is often prevented from coming in contact 
with it; and indeed it is almost surprising that the cutis should ever 
be affected by it, where it has such a covering, excepting about the 
glans, the inside of the prepuce, or other parts of the body, where this 

* That this sore was a chancre I made no doubt^ for besides its diseased appearauce^ he 
had a buboe forming in one of the ghmds under the lower jaw, on the same side. 
It is most probable that he caught it by his own fingers being the conTejers. ' 
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covcrin|5 is iHih. The ptoportion Mhich the cases of gonorrhoea bear to 
ihoscof chawreis as four or five to one. . . , . 

: When it te, caught in men, it is generally upon the frsenum, glans 
penis, prepuce, or upon the common skinof the body of the penis ; and 
sometimes on the fore part of the scrotum ; but I think most frequently 
on the fraenumi and in the angle between the penis; and glans. Its af- 
fecting these patts arises from the manner in which it is caught, and not 
from any specific .tendency these parts have to catch it more than others ; 
and its affecting the fraenum, &:c. more frequently than the other parts 
of the penis arises fronxthe external form of this part, which is irregular, 
and allows the venereal matter to lie undisturbed in the chinks; by^ 
which means it has time to irritate, and inQame the parts, and to pro* 
duce the suppurative, and ulcerative inflammation in them.. But as 
this matter is .e^isily rubbed off from prominent parts, by every thibg 
tb.4t tducbes themi, it is a reason why such parts in general so often 
escape this disease. 

The distance of tinfie between its application, and its effects, upon the 
part is uncertain ; but upon the whole it is rather longer of appearing 
than the gonorrhoea ; however this depends in some measure on the na- 
ture of the parts affected. If it be the frsenum, or the termination of. 
the prepuce into the. glans thst is affected, th^ disease Will in general 
appear earlier ; these parts being, more easily affected than either the; 
glans, common skin of the penis, or scrotum ; for in some cases where 
both the glans and prepuce were contaminated from the same contami* 
nation, it has appeared earlier on the prepuce. 

I have know n cases where the chancres have appeared twenty-four 
hours after the application of the matter, and I have known them seven 
weeks. A remarkable case of this kind was in a gentleman who had not 
touched a woman for seven weeks, when a chancre appeared, wliich 
was very probably the reason of the poison contaminating at all, for it 
is probable, the having connection with another wQman might have 
proved a prevention, by freeing the parts from the venereal matter. 
That this was a venereal chancre was proved, by his having had the 
lues venerea from it, and being imder a necessity of taking mercury. An 
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officer in the army had a chancre break out upon him two months after 
he had had any connection with a woman. After the last connection 
he marched above an hundred miles, the chancre broke out, and only 
gave way to mercury. 

This, like most other inflammations, which terminate in ulcers, be- 
gins first with an itching in the. part ; if it is the glaus that is inflamed, 
generally a small pimple appears full of matter, without much l^rdness^ 
or seeming inflammation, and with very little tumefaction, the glansnot 
being so readily tumefied from inflammation as many parts are, especi* 
ally the prepuce; nor are the chaneres attended with so much pain or 
inconvenience, as those on the prepuce ; but if upon the fraenum, and 
more especially the prepuce, an inflammation more considerable than 
the former soon follows, or at least the effects of the inflammation are 
more extensive and visible. Those paf ts being, composed of very loose 
cellular membrane, afford a ready passage for the extra vasated juices ; 
continued sympathy also more readily takes place in them. The itch- 
ing is gradually (Changed to pain; the surface of the prepuce is in some, 
cases excoriated, and afterwards ulcerates i in others a small pimple, or 
abscess appears,, as on the glans, which forms an ulcer. A thickening oC 
the part comes on, which at first, and while of the true venereal kind, 
is very circumscribed, not diffusing itself gradually and imperceptibly 
ioto the surrounding parts, but terminating rather abruptly. Its base is^ 
hard, and the edges a little prominent. When it begins on the fracnum,^ 
or near it, that part is very commonly wholly destroyed, or a. hole is* 
often ulcerated through it, which proves rather inconvenient in the 
cure, and in general it had better in such cases, be divided at first. The 
original excoriation or wound may heal although contaminated, and af- 
terwards become a chapcre* A gentleman in the act of copulation tore* 
the root of bis piepuce ail round, but in two days tlie whole healed, 
but oiie part biokc out afterwards into a chancre, with a hard base, 
which readily yielded to mercury^ This is similar to what takes place 
in inoculation lor the small pox.. 

li the A ciitieal pois( n should be applied to the skin, where the cuticle 
is nioie dense than that ol the glans ptnis, or ii allium, such as that upoa 
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cbe body of tbo penis, or forepart of the scrotum ; parts which are very 
much exposed to the application of this matter, then it generally appears 
first id a pimple, which is commonly allowed to scab, owing to its being 
exposed^ to evaporation. This scab is generally rubbed oif, or pushed 
off,' ^d one larger than the first forms. I think there is less inflamma- 
tion attending these last than those on the fracnum and prepuce, but 
More. than those upon the glans. 

When the disease is allowed to go on, so as to partake of the inflam- 
ni^ittpn peculiar to the habit, it becomes in many instances more dif- 
fused, and IS orten carried so far, as to produce disagreeable symptoms, 
i^ phymosis, and sometimes paraphymosis ; greatly retarding the cure; 
but still there is a hardness peculiar to this poison, surrounding the 
sores, especially those upon the prepuce. 

' When these ulcers are forming, and after they are formed, or in the 
state of inflammation, it is no uncommon thing for tlie urethra to sym- 
pathise with them, and give a tickling pain, especially in making water; 
but whether there is ever a discharge in the urethra from such a cause 
I will not determine ; but if a discharge never takes place but when the 
disease really attacks the urethra, it would make us suppose that this 
sympathy is not really inflammatory ; or if it is carried so far as to pro- 
duce inflammation, yet that it is not of the specific kind* However it 
is possible in those cases where there is. a gonorrhoea preceded by a 
chancre, that this gonorrhoea may arise from sympathy, and Is not a dis- 
ease proceeding from the original contamination, nor from the matter of 
the chancre. That the sensation in the urethra, in those instances 
where. there is no dischaige, is from sympathy, and not from the ure- 
thra being attacked with the disease at the time that the matter laid the 
ground-work for the chancre, is evident from the following observation. 
1 have seen it happen more than once, when the seat of the chancre had 
broke out a second time, and where no new or fresh infection had been 
caught, that the patient complained of the same tickling and slight pain 
in the urethra before any discharge had taken place in the beginning 
ulcerations. From the same connection of parts I have seen a chancre 
coming upon the glans absolutely cure both a gleet and an irritation all 
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diotig the pa«age of. the lifethra. So great was the previous irritation 
in' this cas€| that I suspected a stricture ; but on passing a bougie lound 
none. 

In consequence of the urethra sympathising; with the chancre, the 
testicles and scrotum will further sympathise with the urethra, and be- 
come afiected. f have seen this sympathy extenfd over the who'e pubes, 
and so strong that touching the hairs gently on the pubes has giveu dis- 
agreeable sensations, and even pain. 

' In speaking of the local, or immediate effects oF the venei*eal disease, 
I mentioned that they wereseldom wholly specific, and that they partook 
both of tlie speciBc and the constitutional yifljmmation ; and therefore 
his always very necessary to pay some attention to the manner in which 
chancres hrst appear, and also to their progress ; for they olien exi^tain 
the nature of the constitution at the time. If the inflamma.ion spreads 
fast, and considerably, it shows a constitution more disposed to ihilam- 
mation than natural. If thi^ pain is great it shows a strong dispqsitioti 
for irritation* It also sometimes happens that they begin very early to 
form sloughs; when this is ihe case they have a strong tendeney t{^ 
moriificalion. 

These additional symptoms mark the constitution and direct the fif^ 
tore mode of trcitmem. 

Where there is a considerable loss of substance, either fix>ni stoiSighpng 
or ulceration, a profuse bleeding is no unconmion ciicumstance, more 
especially if the ulcer is oti the glans ; for it would appear that the ad* 
hesive iiiilainniati<m does not suUicicntly take place tbere fc> unite the 
Teihs of the glai.s so as to prevent their cavity from being exposed, and 
the bkiod is allowed to escape from what is called tlie corpus spongi- 
QSDm ureihre. 1 be ulcerK or sloughs often got as deep as the corpusi 

cavernosum peais^ where ihe same thing happens. - ^ 

I ■ 

♦ 

The Editor begs to remark that excoriations sometimes take place 
which continue for ten days, with little ot no increase, sind 
afterwards spread very slowly, not in any part of their progress re« 
sembling chancreS| tliougb they in general, prore in the end to be 
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to, riot heaKog without the use ofcscarotics, or mercury, audi s(fiectiiig 
the constitution, producing secondary symptoms. These cases are 
more common than is generally believed, which makes it necessary 
to point them out. ; • / » 

I. OF THE PHYMOSIS AND PARAPHYMOSIS. 

These diseases arise from a thickening of the cellular membrane of the 
prepuce/ in consequence of an irritation capable of producing consider- 
able and diffused inflammation, which when it does happen is generally^ 
in consequence of a chancre in this part. This irritation however, and 
inflammation sometimes attacks the prepuce, even when th€ disease 
IS in the form of what I suspect to be a gonorrhoea of the glans and pre- 
puce,* somjetimes even in the common gonorrhoea, but most frequently 
of all from a chancre in the prepuce. When this disease or tumefaction 
takes place in consequence of a chancre, I suspect that there is an irri- 
table disposition in the habit; for it is plahi there is more than the 
specific action, the inflammation extending beyond the specific distance. 

It may be observed here, that the prepuce is no more than a doubling 
of the; skin of the penis when not erected, for then it becomes too large 
for the penis, by which provision the glans is covered and preserved 
when not necessary to be used, whereby its feelings are probably more 
acute. , When the penis becomes erect it in general fills the whole skin, 
by which the doubling forming the prepuce in the non-erect state is un* 
folded, and is employed in covering the body of the penis. 

The diseases called phymosis and paraphymosis, bein^ a thickening 
of the cellular membrane of this part, they will commonly be in pro- 
portion to the inflammation and distensibility of the cellular membrane 
of the part. The inflammation often runs high, and is frequently of 
the erisypelatous kind ; besides, in such parts where the cellular mem- 
brane is so very loose, the tumefaction is considerablCi the end or the 
prepuce being a depending part the serum is accumulated in it, which 

* 3ee pages 43^ 44 where this gooorrhcea is mentioDed. 
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In many inflammations is allowed to pass from the inflamed to some 
more depending part» as in an inflammation of the leg or thigh where 
the foot commonly swells or becomes oedematous, in consequence of the 
descent of the serum extravasated above. 

' A naturaf contraction of the aperture of the prepuce is very com- 
mon, and so strong in some, that those under such construction of parts 
have a natural and constant phymosis. Such a state of parts is often at* 
tended with chancres, producing very great inconveniences in the time 
of the cure, and in those cases of considerable diffused inflammation, a 
diseased phymosis, similar to the other, is unavoidably the case ; and 
whether diseased' or natural, it may. produce the para phymosis, simply 
by the prepuce being brought back upon the penis; for this tight part^ 
acting as a ligature round the body of the penis, behind the glans, re^- 
tards the circulation beyond the ligature, producing an oedeuiatous in«« 
flammation on the inverted part of tlie prepuce. When the paraphy-* 
mosis takes place. in consequence of a natural lightness only, although 
attended with chancres, yet it has nothing to do with the constitution^- 
this being only accidental ; however, in either case, a paraphy mosis is* 
to be considered as in some degree a local violence. 

This natural phymosis is so considerable in some children as not to 
allow the. urine to pass with ease, but in general the orifice becomes 
larger and larger, as boys grow up, by frequently endeavouring to bring- 
it over the glans, which effect often prevents the bad consequences thsft* 
wotdd otherwise ensue in it when effected with disease* 

This part of the prepuce, although in most men it is loose enough to, 
produce no inconvenience in a natural state, yet it sometimes contracts 
without any visible cause whatever, and becomes so narrow as to hinder 
the water from getting out, even after it has got free of the urethra, so 
that the wliole cavity of the prepuce shall be filled with urine, giving * 
great pain« The cases that 1 have seen of this kind have been princi*- 
pally in old men. 

When the prepuce is in its. natural position it theii covers eniii^ely the. 
glans, and is commonly a little, loose before: it; but when it begins to; 
swell and thicken, more and more of lh« skin of. the penis is drawn; 
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forwards over the glans, and the glans at the same time is pushed back- 
wards by the swelling against its end. I have seen the prepuce project'- 
ing from such a cause more thin three inches beyond the glans, and its 
aperture much diminished. 

' It often becomes in some degree inverted by the inner skin yielding 
more than the outer, having a kind of neck where the outer skin natu* 
rally terminates. From the tightness and distension of the parts in a 
state of tninefactiony it becomes impossible to bring it back over the 
penis, so as to invert it, and expose the sores on the inside. 

Such a state of the prepuce is veiy often productive of bad conse- 
quences, especially when the chancres are behind the glans, for the glans 
being between the orifice of the prepuce and the. sores, it there fills up 
the wliole cavity of the prepuce, between the chancres and openings and 
Qhtn so tightly, that the matter fix)m the sores behind cannot get a pas- 
sage forwards between the glans and prepuce, by which means thei^ is 
an accumulation of matter behind the corona gtandis^fomiing an abscess^ 
which produces ulceration upon the inside of the prepuce* This abscen 
opens externally ; and the glans, often protruding through the openings 
throws the whole prepuce to the apposite side, the penis aj>pearing to 
have two terminations. 

On the other baud, if the prepuce is loos^, wide, and is eitlier accua* 
turned to be kept back in its sound state, or is pulled hack io dress the 
cliancres, and is allowed to remain in this situation till the above tutne* 
faction takes place, then it is called a paraphymosis ; or if the prepuce 
is pulkd (bicibly back after it is swelled, it is then brought from the 
state of a phymosis, as before described, to that of a paraphymosia. 

1 his last described situation of the prepuce is often much more tioii* 
blesome, and often attended with worse symptoms than the former^ 
especially if it should have been changed. Irom a phymosis to a para* 
phymosis. Tlie reason of which is, that the aperture of the prepuce is 
naturally less elastic than either the internal inverted part, or the extern 
nal skin ; therefore, when the prepuce is pulled back u|)oq the body of 
the penis, that part grasps it tighter than any other part of the skin of 
the penis, and morC) in proportion to the inflammation ; the consequence 
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of which is» the swelling of the prepuce is divided inta two, one swell- 
ing close to the gldns, the other behind the stricture, or neck. This stric- 
ture is often so great as to interrupt the ft^ circulation of the blood 
beyond it, which also assists in increasing the swelling, adds to the stric- 
ture, and often produces a mortification of the prepuce itself, by which 
means the whole dijseased part, together with the stricture, is sometimes 
removed, forming what may be called a natural cure.* 

In many cases^ the inflammation not only affects the skin of the penis, 
in which is included the prepuce, but it attacks the body of the penis 
itself, often producing adhesions, and even morlificalion in the cells of 
the corpus cavernosum, either of which will destroy the disiensibilily 
of that part ever after, giving the penis a curve to that side in its erec- 
tions^ This sometimes takes place through the whole cellular substance 
of the penis, producing a short and almost inflexible slump. 

The adhesions of those cells are not confined to the venereal inflam- 
mation as a cause ; we sometimes see them taking place without any vi- 
sible cause whatever, and often in consequence of other diseases. 

A gentleman! sixty years of age, who has been lame with the'gout these 
twenty years past, but has for these eighteen months bad the penis con- 
tracted on the left and upper side, so as to bend that way, very consi- 
derably in erections, which erections are more frequent tnan common* 

Quere : Is the gout the cause of this, by producing adhesions of the 
cells of one corpus cavernosum, so as not to yield to, or allow of the 
influx of blood on that side? And is the irritation of the gout the cause, 
of the frequency of the erections? 

The Editor, in this placci wishes to correct a mistake, with respect to the 
circulation of the penis, which anatomists have fallen into, believing 
that the blood, in the state of erection, is contained in the cellular 

* A young man came into St. George's Hospital, with a paraphymosis in consequence of 
chancres on the inside of the prepuce. AW the parts before the stricture formed by the pre* 
pace morti6ed and dropped oiT. I ordered nothing to be done but to dress it witli coonmon 
dressings, and it healed ver^* readily ; and he left the Hospital cured of the local complaint. 
Whether or not absorption had taken place, previous to the mortification, I do not know, as 
I never beard more of him. 
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structure of the corpora cavernosa. His Triend Mr. Cuvle» discovered*' 
that, ia the elephant, arteries are found enclosed in these cells ; and 
therefore very justly concluded that these arteries were filled with 
blood, and that no extravasation into the cells took place : Mr. Guvier 
ascertained the same fact in other animals, so as to establish the general 
principle. In making experiments upon the spleen, and investigating 
the circulation in thatviscus, the Editor was much struck with the simi-^ 
larity between the structure of the network in the spleen and corpora 
cavernosa penis \* and found, by injecting the arteries of the penis oT 
the ass, and then distending the network with spirit of wine, so as t<y 
fix it in the distended state, and afterwards cutting it in thin slices^ 
and then drying them^ the preparations confirmed, iathe most satis* 
factory manner, the observations of Mr. Guvier. 
This network, then, answers the same purpose in the penis as in the 
spleen ; it adapts the corpora cavernosa to the two states in which 
they are met ttrith when relaxed and erected ; and all that is Required 
for the erection is the smaller arteries being filled with blood, which 
readily takes place from an increased action in the neighbouring 
trunks, as is found to be the case in the spleen, when influenced by 
the state of the stomach ; in the cheeks, when influenced by the state 
of mind ; in the clitoris and plexus retiform^, when influenced by 
the passions. 

* Vide Phil. Trans, foi 1808. 
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, OF GHANCKE IN WOMEN, , 
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yY o MEN are subject to chancres, but from the simplicity of the parts 
thq complaint is often less complicated than in men^{ for in^ t,his sex iv€ 
have oqly the disease and constitutional , afiectioni no in|Convenie^ce 
arising from the formation of the parts. 

When the matter is introduced into the vagina or urethra, it there 
irritates a secreting surface, as has been described when treating of tbje 
disease in general, and of women in pjarticuUr^, but wh?n it is lodged, 
in the inside of the skin of the labia, nymphae^ &c^ similar to the gji^s 
penis, they are often only affected with gonorrhoea ; but, like the parts 
in men, they are also capable of ulceration.; these ulcerations are ^ene-, 
rally more numerous in women, because the surface, .upon which they, 
can form, is much larger. We find them on the edge of the ][abia« 9omer 
tinies on the outside, and even on the perinaeum. . ^^ 

These ulcers that are formed on the inside of the labia, nymphae, &c., 
are never allowed to dry or scab.; but those on the outside of the labia. 
Sec. are subject to have the matter dry upon them, which forms a scab^ 
sioiilar to those on the body of the penis. or scrotum. 

The venereal mattei' from such sores is very apt to run down the pc- 
rina&um to the anus, as in a gonorrhoea^ and excoriate the parts, espe- 
cially about the anus, where the skin is thin, often producing chancres, 
in those parts. 

Chancres have been observed in the vagina, which I suspect not to 
have been original ones, but to have arisen from the spreading of the 
ulcers on tlie inside of the labia. 

This form of the disease like.the gonorrhoea, both in women and in 
men is isntirely local, the constitution having no connection with it but 
sympathetically, and I believe much mori^ sfeldon^ in this than in the 
former. 

li 
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CHAPTE R III. 

GENERAL OBaSRVATIONS ON THE TREATMENT OF 

CHANCRES. 

1 H-E inflaTDmation from the venereal poison, when it produces ulcera- 
tion, generally, if not always, continues till cured by art, which I observed 
was not the case with the gonorriioea. It will perhaps not 'be an easy 
task to account for this material difference in the two kinds of disease; 
but I am inclined to think that, as the iDflammalion in the chancre 
^pre^ids, it is always attacking new ground, which is a succession df if f i« 
tations, and is the cause that it does not cure itself. 

Cbai^cre^, as well as the gonorrhoea, are perhaps seldom or never 
wholly venereal, but are varied by certain peculiarities <yf the constitu- 
tion at the time. The treatment, therefore, of them, both local and con- 
stitutional, will admit of great variety; and it is upon the^ knowledge 
of this variety, that the skitl of the surgeon principally depends, ^h 
this account the concomitant symptoms are what require particular at* 
tention. Mercury is the cure of the venereal symptoms, abstractedly 
considered ; but there is no one specific for the others, the treatment of 
which must vary according to the constitution. From hence we must 
see that no one kind of medicine, joined with mercury, wilt be likely to 
succeed in all cases, although the different pretended secrets are of this 
kind. Some cases not requiring any thing except mercury, others re- 
quiring a something besi^es^ according to iheir nature, which in many 
cases it will not be an easy matter to find out, from the appear- 
ances of ^he chancre itself, but Which must be discovered by Repeated 
trials. 

Probably from the beforementioned circumstance it is, that a chancre 
is in common longer in healing than most of the local effects from the 
constitutional disease, or lues venerea ; at least, longer than those in th» 
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first order of paru ; and this is fauad w be the caw, notWithstktiding 
that the cure of a chancre may be attempted bothconktittttionally, and 
locally, while the lues venerea can in comtnoHonly be* coned^ coiisititu* 
tionally. It is' commonly some time before a' chiinore appbaps to be af^ 
fected by the medicine. The circulation shall be loaded with) mereaty 
for three, four, or more weeks, before' a chancret shall begki^ to separate 
its discharge from its surface^ so as to look red^ andishow^tbe living iWf^ 
face; but when once it does change, its progress towardfrheaiingiis moM 
rapid* A lues venerea' shall in many cabes^ be perfectly cured bdbra 
chancres have made the least change. 

Upon the same principle some attention should^be paid to internal 
medicines; and it should be considered, whether weakening, strengthen* 
ing, or quieting medicines should be given ; for sometimes one kiud) 
sometimes another, will be proper. 

Chancres admit of two modes of treatYnent ; the object of one, if to 
destroy, or remove them by means of escharotios-, or by extirpation ; that 
of the other, is to overcome the venereal irritation by means oP the spe^ 
cific remedy for that poison. 

I have csideavoured to shew that chancres are local complaints ; this 
opinion is further confirmed by their being destroyed or cured by merely 
a loeal treatment. But in chancres, as well as in a gonorrlioea) it has 
been disputed whether mercury should ever be applied locally to thettt 
or not'; some having objected to it, while others have practised it, and 
probably the dispute is not yet generally settled. 

Upon the genetal idea I have endeavoured to give of the venereal 
disease, it can be no difficult task to determine this question. 

It is to be observed: that in the cure of chancres we have two points 
in View, the cure of the chancre itself, and the prevention of a contami- 
nation of the constitution; 

The first, or the cure^ of the chancre, is tabeeffected/by mercury app 
plied, either in external dressings, or> internally through the circulation^, 
or in bothjways. The second objea« or pnsservation of the constitutionj 
from contamination, is to be:ohtained4.fiist by shortening the duration.ofi 
theicfaaocret wbicfa<^oitens the time orabsorption, and also:by internalr 
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medjcinCy which must be in proportion tp the time, thait the absorption 
may have been going on. 

. If the power of a chancre to contaminate the constitution, or which is 
the same thing; if the quantity absorbed is as the size of the chaocre, and 
the time of absorption, which most probably it is, then whatever shortens 
the time must diminish that power, or quantity absorbed; and if the 
quantity of mercury necessary to preserve the constitution is as the quan- 
tity of poison absorbed, then whatever lessens the quantity absorbed 
must proportionally preserve tlie constitution. For in^ance, if the power 
of a chancre to contaminate the constitiilion in four we;eks is equal to 
four, and the quantity of mercury necessary to be given internaUy, both 
for the cure of the chancre and the preservation of the constitution, is 
also equal to four, then whatever shortens the duration of the- chancre 
must lessen in the same proportion the quantity of the mercury ; there^ 
fore if local applications along with, the internal use of mercury will cure 
the chancre in three weeks, then only three-fourths of the mercury is 
necessarily wanted internally. Local applications therefore, so far as 
they tend to shorten the duration of a chancre, shorten tlie duration of 
absorption, which also shortens the necessity of th^ continuance of an 
internal course of mercury, all in the same proportion^ For example, if 
four ounces of mercurial ointment will cure a chancre and preserve the 
constitution in four weeks, three ounces will be sufficient to preserve the 
constitution if the cure of the chancre can be by any other means for-^ 
warded so as to be effected in three wpeks. This is not speculation, btUi 
the result of experience^ and the destpiption of chancres confirms iL 

I. OF THE DESTRUCTION OF A CHANCRE. 

The simplest method of treating a chancre is by destroying or extirpat- 
ing it, whereby it is reduced to the state »of a common < sore, or wound,, 
and heals up as such. This only can be done on the first appearance of 
the chancre, when the surrounding, parts are not as yet contaminated ; 
because it is absolutely necessary that the whole diseased part should be. 
removed, which is done with difficultv when it has spread considerablv... 
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It may be done either by iocision or by caustic. If the chancre appears 
upon the glans, touching it with the lunar caustic is preferable to inci- 
sion, because the hoemorrhage by sucli a mode would be considerable, 
from the cells of the glans. 

The common sensation of the glans Is hot very acute, tlierefore the 
catistic will give but little pain. The caustic to be used should be 
pointed at the end like a pencil, that it may only touch those parts that 
are really diseased ; this treatment should be continued till the surface 
of the sore looks red and healthy after havipg thrown off the last sloughs ; 
after it Has arrived at this state it will be found to heal like any other 
sore produced from a caustic. 

If the sore is upon the prepuce, or upon the common skin of the penis^ 
and in its incipient state, the same practice may be followed with suc«* 
cess; but if it has spread considerably it is then out of the power of the 
caustic when only applied in this slow manner, to go so deep as to keep 
pace with the increasing sore ; but it is very probable that the lapis 
sept icus may answer ver)'' well in such cases. When this cannot be con- 
veniently used, incision will answer the purpose eSectually. 

I have dissected a chancre out, and the sore has healed up without 
ati)^ othbr treatment but common dressings. 

However, as our knowledge of the extent of the disease is not always 
certa^in ; and as this uncertainty increases as the si^se of the chancre, it 
becomes necessary in some degree to assist the cure by proper dressings, 
and therefore it may be prudent to dress the sore with mercurial 
ointment. 

From such treatment there is but littFe danger of the constitutibn 
being infected, especially if the chancre has^ been destroyed almost im-' 
mediately upon its appearance, as we may then reasoriably suppose- 
there has not been time for absorption. 

Buf as it must be. in most cases uncertain whether there has been ab« 
sorption or not, this practice is not always to be trusted to; and from 
that circumstance perhaps never should ; and therefore even in those 
cases where the chancre.has been removed almost immediately, it would 
be prudent to give spme mercury internally ; the; quantity should ba 
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pfNipbttioned to tfao time and progress of the : sore ; but if: it has spread 
tO'2rcon9fdembl6*size before extirpation^ thea* inencisiy< is abGolutelydMt 
eessfti^S 2ltid' petiiapff not a 'great deal is gained by' the extiipBticuii 

The Editor. hasTound that when an attempt has been made to destroy a 
chancTC, withouti complete success by the first application, that the 
irritation-produced encreases the disposition to absorption, and he has 
met: with, more cases of chancre so treated followed by secondary 
symptomsi than when the chancre was cured through the medium 
ef the constitution. There is another advantage attending this last 
mode, whichis, that the chancre serves as an indfex to direct the con- 
stitutional treatment. 
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The cure of a chancre is a different thing from its destruction, and con*- 
sistSiin destroying; its venereal disposition and action, and theathcparts 
heal of course as far as they are venereaL 

Chancres may be cured in two different ways, either by external ap- 
plications or internal applications through the circulation. The same 
medicine is necessary for both these purposes, that is mercury. 

. ( b^vCi shown that a gonorrhoea and a chancre have so far the same 
dispoftition aflrtoform tlie same kind of matter; yet I have also observed 
that imercuryi has no more power in curing the gonorrhoea than ai^ 
other medicine ; and therefore it might be supposed that mercury would 
have no effect in the present complaint; but we find that in. a chancre 
it is ap specific, and. will cure every one that is truly venereal; but as 
other dispositions take place so other assistance is often necessaiy,as.wilL 
be taken notice of in the history of the cure. 

The action of* this medicine musl.be the same in whatever way it. is 
given, for its actioQr must be upon the vessels of tHepart, inone way 
acting only extemaUy^ in the other internally .» 

* This it well illattrated by the applicationt of some medicines looally to parU whose ac- 
lions arrimmedhtte and'visible; and tjf ihfowing the ssme medicine into the constitution 



dressings ;.bittqflhe meroiiry were joiili^d with watery .substances instead 
of oily, by mixing with ihe.tmtifTj the la^licatipp would be* continued 
longer tothe sore, ^nd would proye more Qff»;tuaJ. Tbisis an advan- 
tage itbat poultices liave over commondresuogs. I have often used ineF- 
curyrubbed down: with some conserve in tbeo-oooi ofan.ointmeQtiand 
it has answered cxtnomely well. :Cak>nie| lusisd in the samie way, ajud 
also the otberSpreparattonsof ineccuiiy'mixied with mucilage or witb 
honey, answers the same purpose. Such dr^sriqgs willcfiect a. cure in 
cases 4batjaceitciilyv.enereaL; but perhaps iW.e seldom hi^v^ a coQfttitu- 
tion so free from any tendemry tosome dise^ser^aito be ^capable of takix^ 
on the venereal actiomsiaLpiky by ilseilf. - 

SoQie will take on >an indolent disposition, to counteraot which the 
actions should be incneased by JQining with the mercury some warm 
balsam in a small proportion, or its much red precipitate las will oi^y 
stinKilale without jacting as an esi^harAtic^ and^metimw both maybe 
necessary. , . ♦ 

Calomel mixed with some salve^iOr any other subflitance which will 
suspend it, is more active than common mercurial ointment, and in such 
cases as require stimulating applications, it will answer better. 

Many other applications are recommended, such as ^ohilions of blue 
vitriol, verdigrease, caloibel, wilh the spiritos nitri dulcis, and many 
others. 

fiut as all of these -are only of service in remedying any peculiar dis- 
position of the parts,' having no specific power on tbelrue v^iereal ac- 
tion; and as such dispositions ai^e innumerable, it becomes almost 
impossible to say what will cure every disposition ; ^ome* will answer in 
one slate of the sores, some in another. It may be found oftentimes that 
the parts afiected are extremely irritable: in such -cas^s it will be 

th^ .9»f^e ip^mediate ,aod viaible efiect it produced ; for iaslanoe, if ten grains of ipeca* 
cunnlia are throwa into the stoixiack of a dog, it will in a short time make it vomit, from its 
local applications to that viscus; and if a solation of'five grams b thrown into a vein, it will 
produce vomitipg^^ore-w^ eon •eonceive k to.b«v« got ko the«es9els oftfae-Btonach. The 
aanie^&otsijn^fi^Qc^^in m inf9^o«i of ja)ap.tbnmn miq tM v^os Abat aDe.^ooioionljr 
produced when taken into the stomach and bowels. 
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flhould be applied. This poullice is to be made with water, to which 
one-eighth of laudanum has been added. But previous to this, and 
immediately after the cleaning, it would be very proper to let ibe 
penis hang over the steam of hot water, with a little vinegar and 
spirits of wine in it, which is the neatest way of applying fomtntatioDs. 

The oftener this is practised the better, as it is keeping a mercurial 
application in contact with the diseased parts a great number of the 
houi^ out of the twenty-four, than otherwise could be were the mattec 
allowed to lie on the parts. 

When to the abovementioned symptoms a bleeding of the chaocre 
is added, I do not know a more troublesome complaint, because here 
the cells or veins have no great disposition for contraction.* Oil of 
turpentine gives the best stimulus for the contraction of vessels of all 
kinds ; but where bleeding arises from an irritable action of the vessels, 
which is sometimes the case, then sedatives, such as opium, are the best 
applications. Whatever is used in such a stale of the prepuce must be 
injected into the part. 

When in consequence of the treatment the inflammation begins to go 
oflT, and the chancres to heal, it will be necessary to move the prepuce 
upon the glans as much as ihey will allow of, to prevent adhesions 
which sometimes happen, when there have been chancres on both sur- 
faces opposite to each other. Indeed the practice here recommended is 
such as will in general prevent such consequences. 

If this has not been properly attended to, and the parts have grown 
together, the consequences may not be bad; but it must beverydis* 
agreeable to the patient, and a reflection upon the surgeon. 

I have seen the opening into the prepuce so much contracted from 
all these internal ulcers healing and uniting that there was hardly any 
passage for the water. If the passage in the prepuce so contracted be 

* I suspect that where chancres bleed profusely, the blood comes either from the glans, 
when there are chancres there, or from the spongy substance of the urethra where the 
chancre has begun about the fraenum, for we seldom see profuse bleedings from the pre- 
puce when its inside is the seat of the chancre and can be- exposed ; but indeed in socb 
cases the inflammation is not violent* 
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petiis will not be bo depending, but m^y be k^pt up. If lying m bed 
cannot be complied with, then (he end of th^ p^is should be kept up 
to tlic belly if possible, but thiscan hardly be dope when tiie person is 
obliged (o walk about; for the extravasated fluids descendiqg and re- 
maining iu the i^iqMice, contribute often more to render the prepuce 
incapable of being drawn back than the iiiflammatioq itself. 

When the diseased phymosis completely takes place, the sauae pre- 
cautions may be followed ; but ui the sores <:anaot be dressed in the 
common way, we must have recourse either to dressings in forni of in- 
jections, or the operation for the phymosis^ If injections only, they 
should be often repeated, as they are only temporary applications. 

The dressings in form.of aiijections should be mercgrial, either crude 
mercury rubbed down with a thick solution of gum arabic, which will 
assist in retaining some of the injection between the glans and prepuce ; 
or calomel with the same/with a proportion of opium. In the propor- 
tions of these no nicety is required ; but if a solution of corrosive subli- 
mate is made use of as an injection, some attention is to be paid to its 
strength. About one grain of this to an ounce of water will be as much 
as the sensation of the part will allow the patient to bear; and if this 
gives too much pain it may be lowered by adding more water. 

After the paits are as well cleaned as possible with this injection, it 
will be necessary to introduce other mercurial applications of some kind 
to remain there till the parts want cleaning again, which will be very 
soon ; such as are mentioned before will ans^ver this purpose very well : 
but 1 have my doubts about the propriety of using any irritating medi* 
cines or injections in such cases. 

• Every time of making water th6 patient may wash the parts, by 
pressing the orifice of ihe prepuce together, so as to oblige the water to 
run back between the prepuce and glans; immediately after this the 
patient should use the mercurial applications, otherwa) s this operation 
of washing may do harm, as it will be washing away the former appli* 
cation of mercury ; but in many cases the parts arc so sore as not to 
allow of this practice* 

A poultice of linseed meal alone, or of equal parts of this and bread, 

Kk 



"i^"^!*. SL'^^ ^aaw <i 




' •<tl k #««. 



t^rf^^ i* t0i. Mi$m ti Itie ^sT r vv^ macJBBsL use i: 

-?^ ^.fttumi;#tMe» %^i<jn ^rscr.rji: ft s »: jhI h iw jjl T x s ^ 

.'ff/vej^^ ¥«<4^ tiA^/t /v^mittAf I . ;> **vtt --le M:Tiit£fis:.fUx. il ^ik xua. sad 

iu», ^''«>#K'r * /u:-*^ viy ^,ituv»< !vt f'^fic^flesc, ux in vait raaes x aHsl 

/.! #^,7^ r "t ''ry'r^i^'^n m\,\, ux taxe f.^ibc sirar :un na rf die pre- 
yH«A *, .' ■/, i /r'" / '// '.^ ^y-'-Ai^A hickrjtx it will Jtjwr if i iee <&s- 
aSh ♦t'^v -.» /• A*. <•'•'' ', * A *'p^>f iu vunt €3iit% il wiil i-Ii3«r ofdresB^^ 
/»mVJ£ «y .. -4 f/r 'y, v*r(»4» ^*«t Wjt in all; for the ecra^critA w3I aot 
>#. y^# ^'- , '. /4 ♦", f^fA^tt/zf^ </f liie prepuce tiaa before^ anti uz asdk tbe 
•^i**» ' ♦■..•y^ j'r^**^^ /t^'yHMpjjii a|>i»lic4 u> them. 

iA ffttn/ fr*i*A in. ^M U UrtinA ih'Ai so violent anopcndoa is Impfo- 
r^# ; ifft ft. fMt^u Sf^i^ym ihdif wU'tU tUt iiiflafniDatiaa b » 
f\t4jA,\t:^ iU^-tK 't% 4i4hi^:r 4A UH,if^'\'ifi% it by llib additioaal Ykjki] 
w>^<Af< ttff(fti(f4iiffft tmy Jmu iIm: t//ri*cqutncc ; while tn tLie other 
ihtffM fmr i.0t^i.^ wlf«:i« » fr<.«<lr*fii ^ivcri to the parts wwild prevent mor- 
ll^^<4ti//rf { •/» f iMt ll»«5 »M>jtft'»n ritual be giiiJed by the appearaaces, and 
iHUt'l i-m tihtmAin.tin, lUikidci lUckC rc4H0iJ!» lor and agaiust theoperjiion, 
4tMu% iruui litii diMuiie 'u%cU\ U will not always be cuoseuted to by 
lb« |M(ii:iilN lUiitimAvtsH, (or nomc have a dread of operations, and will 
tUti mililfiil 10 ciiUiiig iiifcriuinenm. However, in those cases where 
»b«« ifiNllri' is (!onnti«d, il will be ab«olulcIy nccessaiy to have an o?e»- 
\u% (Miniiiwline lor tbe distlui^e oC it. This is often produced by the 
nUtitMivtt |»iocc.<if going oil on llio inside, which makes an opening 



<Ure€tly through the skin, laterally, which affords ^ direction for the 
surgeon; therefore the opening. may be made directly into the cavity 
of the prepuce, through the skin, on the side of the penis, by a lancet ; 
or a small caustic may be applied there, for which the lapis septicus is 
the most convenient. 

X|ie opening will allow of the discharge of the matter, and also admit 
any proper wa$h to be. thrown in. But this opening should not be a 
large one, a3 in many cases the consequence of this lateral opening proves 
very trpiiblesome, for from the tumefaction of the prepuce, the glans is 
squce7:ed on all sides, and rather more backwards upon the body of th6 
penis than in any other direction, by which means it is often forced 
ibrough this opening, whereby the glans is directed to one side, and the 
prepuce to the opposite, having a forked appearance. Besides, this state 
of the parts tightens the skin of the penis round the root of the glans« 
acting there somewhat like a paraphymosis, and sometimes makes th^ 
whole prepuce mortify and drop off, which is often a lucky circum- 
stance; but if this is not the consequence, then amputation of the pre- 
puce becomes necessary; however, this should not be done till all 
inflammation is gone off, and the chancres are cured» when, probably, 
tlie tumefaction of the prepuce will have considerably subsided. 

A mortification of the prepuce is sometimes a consequence of chancres 
Mhen attended with violent inflammation, even without any previous 
operation ; and I have seen cases wl^ere the glans and part of the penis 
have mortified, while the prepuce has kept its ground* But I should 
suspect, in all such cases, that there is some fault in the constitution, 
and that the inflammation is of the erisypclatous, not oi the true sup- 
purative kind. 

1 have seen the mortification go so far as to remove the whole of the 
diseased prepuce; and the parts have taken on so favourable an appear- 
ance, that I have treated it as a common sore, and no bad consequences 
have happened. In this case the disease performed what is often recom- 
mended in other diseases of this part, that is circumcision; but this is 
not always to be trusted to ; for if absorption of the venereal matter has 
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taken place previous to the moftiEcalion, . a lues venerea will be the 
consequencei although the parts heal veiy readily. 

V- OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL TREATMENT OF PHYMOSIS. 

In those cases where violent inflammation has attacked the seat of a 
chancre, producing phymosis, as before described, and often so as to 
threaten a mortification, a question naturally occurs, what is to be done? 
Is mercury to be given freely to get rid of the first cause ? or does that 
medicine increase the effect while it destroys the cause? Nothing but 
experience cai> determine this. 

Ikit I sliouUI incline to believe that it is necessary that mercury should 
l>e given, For 1 am afraid our powers to correct such a constitution, while 
ttie first cause subsists, arc weak. However, on the other hand, I believe 
the mercury should be given sparingly; for if it assists in disposing the 
constitution to such symptoms, we are gaining nothing, but may lose by 
its use* I therefore do stippo^e that such medicines as may be thought 
necessary for the constitution, should be given liberally, as well as the 
specific. Bark is the medicine that probably will be of most general 
use; opium, in most cases of this kind, will also be of singular service. 

The bark should be given in large quantities, and along with it mer« 
cury, while the virus is still supposed to exist. Or if the inflammation 
has arisen early in the disease, they may be then given together, so as 
to counteract both diseases, and not allow the inflammation to come to 
60 great a height as it would otherwise do if mercury was given at first 
alone. 

This inflammation may be so great in many crises, or be so predomi- 
nant, that ntetcury may increase the disposition, and therefore become 
luiriful. Where lliis may be supposed to be the case, bark must be 
given alone. 
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VI. OF THE TREATMENT OF THE PARAPHYMOSIS FROM 

CHANCRES. 

A prepuce in the state of Inflammation and tumefaction, and which has 
been either kept back upon the body of the penis while inflaming, or 
pulled back when inflamed, seldom can be again brought forwards while 
in this slate, therefore becomes also the subject of an operation, which 
consists in dividing the same ps^rt as in the phymosis, only in a' different 
way, arising from its difference of situation; the intention of which ope- 
ration is to bring the prepuce, when brought forwards, to the state of a 
phyraosis that has been operated .upon. This operation becomes more 
necessary in many cases under this disease than under the phymosis, 
because its consequences are generally worse; since, besides the real 
disease, viz. inflammation, tumefaction, ulceration, Sec. there is a mecha- 
nical cause producing its effects, by grasping the penis, which can of 
itself produce inflammation where the prepuce is naturally tight, as has 
been observed. From, whatever cause it arisesi it often produces morti* 
iication in the parts between tlie stricture and the glans if it is not re* 
moved. I'his removal sometimes happens naturally,, by the ulceration 
of the strictured part; but an operation is generaUy necessary; and it 
is more troublesome than in the former case, because the swelling on 
each side of the stricture covers or closes in upon the tight part, and 
makes it difficult to be got at. 

The best way appears to be, to separate the two swellings as much as 
possible where you mean to cut, so as to expose the neck, then take a 
crooked history which is pointed, and passing it under the skin at the 
neck, divide it : no part of the two swellings on the sides need be divi- 
ded, for it is the looseness of the skin in these parts which admits of 
their swelling* When this is done, the prepuce may be brought forwards 
over the glans; but as this disease arose from chancres which may re- 
quire being dressed, and as the stale of a phymosis is a very bad one for 
such treatment, it may be better now that the stricture is removed, to 
let it remain in the same situatbn till the whole is welL 
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li ^Jt. } r.^tfwam has arisen frooi a naiuial tightncB of the pre- 
yMt. aftr^ jt% citio^ forced back fnim accideol^ then no |»iticalar ireat- 
:£umc aJ^tr t'jt <.pefatioo is necctsaiy^ but to go on with the core as re« 
^j'jBs.rzjixji^ i^ chancres* It is ioAstd probable that, in oonsequeDce of 
jiit rrjjtijut ynductd bj the position of the prqwoe, as also bf the 
v/crs^M^ a oQosidcraUe ioflammatJon may ensue; hut as this will be 
m; it^riSWTrft>iO in ccpnsequcnoe of violeooe onty, local CreaUnent for 
tue iduilwDw^iMfj will be sufficient, such as fomentations, poultices, fee. 

iCftft il iih z parsphynnsis in consequence of a diseased phymosis, 
liitx (l«e tamr nwde of treatment becomes equally necessaiy as was re* 
€40mMmt$§/i€d in tlie phymosis attended with considerable inflammatioa ; 
M-yi {/rr/t/^'z ;. rjthtr more attention is necessary here, as %*ioienGe his 
in^f. zdii'A i<j iSiC former disease. 



Vtl OF T(iK Ct'Kl:: OF CHANCRES BY MERCURY GIVEN 

INTERNALLY. 

While chancres arc under local treatment^ as before described, it is ne- 
cessary to give mercurials internally, both for the cure of a chancre and 
the prevention of a lues venerea ; and we may reasonably venture to 
iiffirmi that the venereal disposition of chancre will hardly ever with- 
stand both local and internal mercurials. 

In cases of chancres where local applications cannot easily be made, 
H« in ciiscs of phymosis, Internal mercurials become absolutely neces- 
*M»y I Mrid more ho than if llicy could be conveniently and freely applied 
i'HtntnnWy. However, oven iu such cases, internal miercurials will in the 
i<nd rlfnjl h oiircj no liiul wc need seldom or ever be under any appre- 
liimsiou ol'iioi curinK Nueh u disc.iHc. 

In ivriy chw of u c Imntrci lot it be ever so slight, mercury should 
l»(i glvrn Inlt I Ihilly l rvru hi ihonc eases wlicre they were destroyed on 
llicilr (imi Mppcarwnec, ll should in all cases be given the whole time 
ol'lho iini', mill continue lor home lime after the chancres are healed; 
for UH llu u) «no, porliupi» few ehuucres without absorption of the matter, 
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it becomes ab^alutd^ necessary to give mercury to act internally, ia 
order to hinder tfie venereal disposition from forming. 

When chancres are attended with a great degree of inflammation, 
and spelling of the neighbouring lymphatic glands, there are peculia- 
rilies ito the constitution which are unfavourable to the use of mercury ; 
it should therefore^ in frncb cases, be used with caution^ and joined with 
such medicines as will make it less irritating to the constitution. 

How much mercury should be thrown into the constitution in the 
cure of a chancre, for the prevention of the constitutional affection, is 
not easily ascertained : as there is in such cases no disease actually formed 
80 as to be a guide, it must be uncertain what quantity should be giveq 
internally. It must, in general, be according to the size, number, and 
duration of the chancres. If large, we may suppose that the absorption 
will be proportioned la (be surface, and if long continued, the al^orpr 
tion will be according to the time ; and if th^ have bf en many, lai^e» 
and continued long, then the greatest quantity is necessary. 

The circumstances, therefore, attending the chancre, must be the 
guide for the safety of the constitution, especially in those cases whcire 
some stress in the cure is laid upon tlie external remedy^ 

The mercury given to act internally, must be thrown in either1»y the 
skin or stomach, according to circumstances. 

The quantity, in either way, should be such as may in common affect 
the mouth stlighlly ; which method of giving mercury will be considered 
hereafter. • 

When the sore has put on a healthy look, when the hard basis has 
become soft, and it has skinned over kindly, it may be looked upon as 
cured. 

But in very large chancres, it may not always be necessary to con- 
tinue the application of mercury, either for external or internal actiout 
till the sore is healed ; for the venereal action is just as soon destroyed 
in a large chancre as it is in a small one; for every part of the chancre 
being equally affected by the mercury, is equally easily cured. But the 
skinning is different; for a large sore is longer in skinning than a small 
one. A large chancre, therefore, may be deprived of its venereal actiott 

LI 





Wf%, ti c fofi t k «i 4rM0e44vcr ; tint a Mnfl 

'/^S/^m v^ y^r ieresl «ctMO • cnlirelf •obdocrf. In tiie liMcr case; fcaA 

#it 10/jmt^ 4f llie dxMKre and rfmmtuuimi, k wtU fce«nini[(4 

v^ v# <//m4:}nit iipt Mcdkine a little l p« yr , i ^ iitli will «m« 

ir« /Im; 4«i «0«ct a oire : §m we awy rtunnilily f pfgji^ifca^ 

iky <4 mer^tfTf capable «r tmvag a l«cal dfact, alflwiigh 

U/M i^Matiffmt <m of frod ucio f^ 'm €he oonttiWiBn 

t'4.<v«i uiiUiAKUt. Ut ktmdtr tbe rcmreai initMiiao horn 

0p*.4$if m mnuJU a* wUl cure a ilsgirt l«e» wttMOOL 

i t»it¥€ Iwmttiy laid it ^Wtrti at a pnoctple, tlwt liP 9ev actim wiU 
lirW; f/t«/^ ««* ;<ii'AIm»^ ^tmt joH the ixxif, however gootinwinnifd, witikt 
IVm. Iim4^ ^ Mti^r liie Imtdiciid 'Oysicraiioowf mtKury^- bmt tbntB ace, 
M<>*w dfi4 ilion, ■4^\itAXiitw^% irhich wocor under the etMV, tiat will at finot 
/^(>affftf* ili« fA-M^Okiotutr, I iiave nuf)eaied, ibat iJbe iBerauv ftyia^ 
y* ilM moudli ^ffi ilMKiai <(iw toneUrDec produced al^i^fasinihc tonub, 
ntui (tic^c have I'ccn (nktftt (or ycaereal. 1'be rfiollowing «caies, inaoote 

A youtm ^ent kiiiari ind <« i^amm tm daeipriepiftsc, witb a pjight jiaia 
in a glaiKl of oue f^foiti, forwiucb I ncdcred mercuriial ^tiBtmeofc to be 
rutltH^ itiLollic l«g« aiid lliiflhs, etpeciaJly do tbe^ide wbere.Uie gland 
w;i« ivwcll«d, Mtul ihe chancre to be droiied witb mercuiial oiin i n e nt . 
Wbiht howas pumuitig tbki coiiricthc chancre became c]eatier«tbeiiard- 
MC'ON Mt itbc bsitic went oiS^ and tljc paia in Use groiq was eoti^ xe* 
tiiovcil. Alif'iil three wcckti arici the first appearance of the disea^he 
W.M ittlAdttd with a aorc throat, aod ou looking into the <ffiayu«ii I ^snod 
Mir \'\%\)i toiiNll Willi a wbilo iloiigh, which appeared Jo.be in i|s cub- 
mMim (I, with only one point yet ex|>oscd. From my mind being warped 
hy lb(» opinion that ilioso coinplaints proceeded from tbe chanfre, I 
liiiim«IJ4lely MiwiMiototI tluit it w*i8 vonoroal ; and the only way I could 
ttuiK.uht lorthiN i»ticniinjv«o»tra(lidiit)ii,iu one part heiding xvWIe auotlier 
WWN hidakliip, onl, -w.!"!, tlwit ihc JieaWtg aore was treated locally as well as 
tomUuMldiiJlly, while I he; lou»il, or the constdtuliou at large, .was only 
treated touMi it uiiuiMJly, which was insulUcicnt. 

Soon ulUi ilii^, uiDihcr ^enilenwu wm under my care for vonereaJI 



or OHANORE. «ai 

iitihisiAbtkthbic^mutmme^ imd in Jthis sUt0.Jb«.i«f)«tiQU^ ibr threi^ 
tre«ktf« in which lioie the ensiptiomiyms all goncu fUMolour^UQifi ^\ng. 
hk^ooiymhcm the^^ptioas^liiid bteoi )fet ai^ (b« ^ad pi ihrfl^ /W^k^ a 
A^hifofmed:mooe t>f ithQitoMiJ^»4x9^^ cA^fl.; TNh 

made me doubtful how far such cases were venereal, I or d$iiQd thP fric* 
tion to be left off, to see what course the ulcers would take : the slough 
came out and left a foul sore: I waited still longer, and in a day or two 
it became clean, and healed up. 

1 he first mentioned case I did not see to an end ; but I learned that 
the patient continued. the mercury, and got well ; and the ulcer in the 
throat was supposed to be venereal ; but from the circumstances of the 
other case I now very much doubt if it was so. 

It is more than probable that these effects of mercury only take place 
in constitutions that have a tendency to such complaints in the throat. 
I know this to be the case with the last mentioned gentleman ; and it 
is also probable that there may be an increased disposition at the time» 
either in consequence of the mercury, or some accidental cause. I have 
reason to suppose that mercury in some degree incraases this disposi- 
tion, which will be further taken notice of when treating of the cure of 
the lues venerea. 

In the cure of chancres, I have sometimes seen when the original 
chancre has been doing welU and probably nearly cured, that new ones 
have broken out upon the prepuce, near to the Hrst, and have put on all 
the appearance of a chancre; but such I have always treated as not ve- 
nereal. They may be similar to some consequences of chancres, which 
will be taken notice of hereafter. 

As swellings of the absorbent glands take place in consequence of 
other absorptions besides poisons, we should be careful in all cases to 
ascertain the cause, as has been already described. And here it may not 
be improper still to observe further, that in the cure of chancres, swell- 
ings of the glands shall arise, even when the constitution is so much 
loaded with mercury as to be sufficient for the cure of the sores ; but 
then the mercury has been thrown into the constitution by the lower 
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extremity ; and therefore there is great nam for ntpScian dnt 
swellings are not venereal, but arise finom the meremy ; fisr and 
from absorption of venereal matter, if not oome to so|^NiialiDB^ ^A 
give way to mercury rubbed into the leg and thig^ In 
have always desisted finom giving Che meremy in this way 
give it by the mojith. 
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CHAPTER ly. 

OF THE CURE OF CHANCRES IN WOMEN. 

■ 
I 

\ 

X H E parts generally affected with chancres in this sex, are more simple 
than in men, by which means the treatment in general is also more^ 
simple; but in most cases they require nearly the same, both ih the 
local application of mercury, and in throwing it into tlie constitution.' 
It may be supposed, however, that it will be necessary, in many cases,* 
to throw into the constitution more mercury than in men, because, in* 
general, there are more chancres, and the surface of absorption of course 
latter. 

As it is difficult to keep dressings on the female parts, it is proper 
they should be washed often with solutions of mercury ; perhaps cor^ 
ro»ive sublimate is one of the best, as it will act as a specific, and also 
as a stimulant when that is wanted ; but in chancres that are very irri« 
table, the same mode of treatment as was recommended in men is to be 
put in practice. Afterwards the parts may be smeared with, a mercurial 
application, either oily or watery, to be frequently repeated according 
to the circumstances of the case. 

If the ulcers should have spread, or run up the vagina, great attention 
should be paid to the healing of them ; for it sometimes happens that 
the granulations contract considerably, so as to draw the v^agina into a 
small canal ; at other times the granulations will unite into one another 
and close the vagina up altogether; therefore, in such cases, it will be 
necessary to keep some substance in the vagina till the sores are skinned, 
for which purpose probably lint may be sufficient. 
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OF SOME OF THE CONSEQUENCES Cff; GflANCRE^— AND 

THEIR TREATMENT, 






FT£R the, f:li|aQcres hayerbcfa cured^ and all vcnereaL taint cemDYipd^ 
it tometicnes happens that the prepuce still retain^ a 9Q06u)ei:able degree 
of tumefaction, which keeps up the elongation and tightness ii accjulred 
from the disease, so that it cannot be brought back upon the ]penis^ to 
^xpos^ the glans, i,; 

; For t^is) perhapSi there is in many cases no cure; howeveri it is ne- 
cessary to try every possible means. The steam of warm water is often 
of singular ser.xice in these cases i fomentations with heofilock^ and also 
fi^migaiicais wiih ciiuiabar. 

. But if the parts still retain the^r ^Izse andforrpr it may he viery propef 
to renpve part oi' ihe overgrowa prepuce;, how much, must be left to 
the disc^etioq of ibe surgeon; however,^ I should suppose that all 1^^ 
part whiiib projects beyond the glans penis may be cut a^^ay^ . . 

The best way of removing it is by the knife ; but graat cane should 
be taken to distinguish first the projectix^ prepuce from. the glans* 
When thip is perfectly' ascertained, an incision may be made op ^he 
upper surface, the peni* being held horizontally, and followed down 
carefully; because if the incision should he too near. the glans^ there 
inay be danger of cutting it. 

.The parts may be allowed to heal with any common dressings, as it 
is to be considered as a fresh wound ; however, it will not heal so rea- 
dily as a fresh wound made in an entirely sound part, because the ope* 
ration consists in taking away only a superfluous part of a diseased 
whole, and what is left is diseased, but not so as to produce any future 
mischief. 

Some care may be necessary in the healing of the parts ; for it is very 
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pombUAhii^ dbf m*im way coiitf^{:^»g9d KtUI forqi ^ f>kyfm^i$- Tki^ 

will lip^tPf^vm^ ibyJthe pfttifint IlinWielf bringH^ilip prppijjpg oJQieip 
4m<;|c Vppf) ^e p«pis; bi|ti^ sJipuJjd pot b|B ^Heq9p|^4 ^ l^epjif^ ^ 
«^ly^S9^(i« %x\^ it '» ip hp pprfprv^s^ v^'^th grpa* <?^% gj^<| j|lpwj^<. 

L OF DISP08iTiaN« TO HEW DISEASES TAKING 9(.A€E DUi^iNft 

THE' CURE OF €HANGRES. 
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299cki6 of action in «tl^ Uq»^ (4 tf^P curfs. j)rb if:h »^^ x>r y^arj 911$ ki^, s^^f 
of which retard the cure, as describe^ ; an^ wi^i ihP f 21419 jar^ Purest 
1^V€ ibfxn tumei^ #n4 jiiidg^i»t,ias f# jlke €i^^fg^(l pf^epni^. Ip ^qthers 
a new ^j^pogition la^es pl^f^M M^bi<^h pr^vG^l$ ihfi ctff^ or ^iqj^lfpg xif {th^ 
pul9i,w4 often prqduci9$ia iDiich wqf$p 4ifil^^e than ibai irQin wi^ich 
it arose. They also become the cause .qf (JUe fonn^tipn of Xi^njiors jotft 
tiiesep^rts, which mill be (Ul^^g xiotice at iberpaTiter. 

$iK^i tiew idf a>pQsiijlong tvjke jjA^^frie qfleuer in jpaen tliap in women, pro- 
l)ably ;frpi». ^be WJlfMi\e j>f qbc pail^ tUew^lveii* Tb^y .seWom or m&y^ 
^ftppw but w^ejfi 4U? inAamm^tlqv h^s 4^^n violent, ^hich vjpleocc 
^isee ivorp frAopi th^ ^tw;e of (.h^ iparts tb«n f^e 4isease,anid tber^efore 
belongs more to the nature of the parts or constitution than to the di$r 
s^sfi i bdwf v^Ci I fi^n conceive it msy also .t^p place wh^ere tijifi in- 
fli»aiH»tj^9(b9^#flt boep violfint, altbflugb | a«id bs^rdly say I b?,ve eyer 
seen it. 

In general, they are supposed to be cancerous, but I believe tiiey seU 
^m arc, although it is not impossible *«om«raay be so. 

Of this kind may be i;eckoned those continued and often increased in- 

iIa«njpo*ti9»s, swRPwr^tiop* wd.ulceKafcipjps4,beQ<>wiqg.fliffusfid through 
the whole prepuce, as abo ail along tbe AneuiKin t^kiB ^of tbe penisi 
n^ich becomes <6f a purple iiue<; the cellular membrane evipiy where 
on the p6nisis very mudi thic^ened^ so a9 to increase the size of the 
whole ccupsiderably^ 

The ulceration on the inside of the prepuce will sQCQetioMS enciiease 
and run between the skin and the body of the penis, and eat holes through 
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in difier^nt places, till the whole is reduced to a number of i^ged sores. 
The glans often shares the same fate till more or less of it is gone; fre- 
quently the urethra at this part is wholly ulcerated away, and the urine 
coines out some way further back. If a stop is not put to the progress 
of the disease, the ulceration will continue till the parts are entirely de- 
str6y6d. I suspect that some of there cases are scrofulous* ' 

As this is an acute case, immediate relief should be given if possible; 
as it may arise from various peculiarities in the constitution, and as 
these peculiarities are not at first known, no rational method can be here 
determined. The sarsaparilla is often of service in such cases, but re- 
quires to be given in large quantities. 

' The Germau diet- drink* has been of singular service ; I knew a case 
of this kind cured by it, after every known remedy had been tried. 

The extract of hemlock is sometimes of service. I have known sea- 
bathing cure these complaints entirely. 

A gentleman came from Ireland with a complaint of this kind, and 
after trying every common, and known method, without effect, as sar- 
saparilla, 1 emlock, German diet-drink; and after having used a great 
Variety of dressings, which were all at last laid aside, and opium only 
retained to quiet the pain, he went afterwards and bathed in the sea, 
and got well. 

It may be sometimes necessary to pass a bougie, to hitider the orifice 
of the urethra from closing or becoming too small in the lime of healing 
in such cases* 

* The foTlowiDg fermnltt have been much recoaniiended as diet-drink^. Take of erode 
•Dlimooy pulverized tied op io a bit of rag ; pumice stone pulverized tied up in the same, of 
eaok one ounce; China root sKced; sarsapaiilia root sliced and bruised, of each half an 
ounce; ten walnuts with their vinds bruised; spring water four pints^ boiled to half thai 
quantity ; fiher k, and let it be drank daMy id divided doses* 

Take sarsaparilla, Sanders wof>d| white and red, of each three ounces; liquoriee and aie» 
^reon, of each half an ounce; lign. rbodii, guiac, sassafras, of each one ounce; crude an- 
timony, two ounces ; mix them and infuse them* in boiling water« ten pints, for twentj-four 
liours ; and afterwards boil them to five pints» of which let the dose be from a pint and an 
half to four pints a day. 
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11. OF ULCERATIONS RESEMBLING CHANCRES. 

It often happens that after cliancres are healed, and all the virus gone, 
the cicatrices ulcerate again, and break out in the form of chancres. 

Although this is m6dt common in the seat of the former chancres, yet 
it is not always confined to them, for sores often break out on other parts 
of the prepuce; but still they appear to be a consequence of a venereal 
complaint having been there, as they seldom attack those who never 
had gonorrhoea or chancres. They often have so much the appearance 
of chancres, that I am persuaded many are treated as venereal that arc 
really not such : they differ from a chancre in genfcral by not spreading 
so fast, nor so far ; they are not so painful, nor so liiuch inflamed, and 
have not those hard bases that the venereal sores have, nor do they pro- 
duce buboes; yet a malignant kind of them, when they attack a bad 
constitution, may be taken for a mild kind of chancre, or a chancre in a 
good constitution. I have seen several that have puzzled me extremely. 

Some stress is to be laid upon the account that the patient gives of 
himself; but when there is any doubt, a little time will clear it up. I 
have seen the same appearances after a gonorrhoea ; but that more 
rarely happens. It would appear that the venereal poison could leave 
a disposition for ulceration of a different kind from what is peculiar to 
itselL I knew once case where they broke out regularly every two 
iDcmths, exactly to a day. 

As they arc not venereal, their treatment becomes difficult ; for the 
cure consists more in preventing a return, than in the healing up of thp 
present sores. 

They require particular attention ; for although ihey are not dan* 
gerous, tiiey are often troublesome, keeping the mind in suspense for 
months. 

I have tried a great variety of means, but with little success ; yet they 
have in general got wrell in the end. In the following case, the lixivium 
saponarium produced a speedy cure. 

A gentleman had three sores broke out on the prepuce, which had 

M m 
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very much the appearance of niihl chancres. As I was doubtful of their 
nature, I waited some time, arid only ordered them to be kept clean. As 
they did not get well, several things were tried. Mercurial dressings 
were applied, but they always j)roduced considerable irritation, and it 
was necessary to leave them oflT. The mercurius calcinatus was given 
by way of trial, and to secure the constitution, but the sores continued 
the same* They were eat down with the lunar caustic, which appeared 
to have a better effect than any other thing tried; but still they were 
not healed at the end of five months; I ordered forty drops of the lix- 
ivium tartari to be taken every evening and morning^ in a bason of broth. 
After using it three days he observed a considerable alteration in the 
sores, and in six they were perfectly skinned over. He had formerly had 
such sores often, which had always been treated as venereal ; but he 
began to doubt whether they really were so, from their getting so soon 
well in the present instance by the lixivium. 

I knew a gentleman wha had these sores breaking out and healing 
again for years, and by bathing in the sea for a rponth or iwa they 
healed up and nevei' afterwards appeared. 



IIL OF A THICKENING AND HARDENING OF THE PARTS. 

ft 

• 

In some cases the parts do not ulcerate, but appear to thicken, and be^ 
come hard oi* firm ; both the glans and prepuce seem to swell, forming 
a tumor or excrescence from the end of the penis, in form a good deal 
like a cauliflower, and when cut into showing radii running from its base, 
or origin, towards the external surface, becoming extremely indolent in 
all Its operations. This gives more the idea of a cancer than the first, 
being principally a new- formed substance. However, it is not always 
a consequence of the venereal disease ; I have known it to arise spon^ 
taneously. 

This disease appears to be a tumor of so indolent a kind, that I do not 
know any medicine that stands the least chance of performing a cure. 
I hstve amputated them, and have also seen the aame thing done by 
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ethers, from the idea of their being cancerous, and the remaining part 
of the penis has healed kindly. 

In most of these cases a considerable part of the penis must be re- 
moved. Immediately after the amputation, a suitable catheter should 
be introduced into the urethra ; for if no such precaution is made use 
of| the consequences must be troublesome; for the first dressings be^ 
come cemented to the orifice by the extravasated blood, and prevent 
the patient's making water, which must be attended with obvious 
inconveniences ; this was the case with a patient whose penis I am'^ 
putated. 

IV. OF WARTS, 

Another disposition which these parts acquire from the venereal poi- 
son is the disposition to form excrescences, or cutaneous tumors, called 
warts. This disposition is strongest where the chancres were; and in- 
deed chancres often heal into warts; but perhaps the parts acquire this 
disposition from the venereal matter having been long in contact with 
their surfaces ; for it often happens after gonorrhceas where there 
had been no chancres; and probably it is only in those cases where 
the venereal matter had produced the venereal stimulus upon the 
glans and prepuce, foi^ming there what may be called an insensible go- 
norrlioea. 

A wart appears to be an excrescence from the cutis, or a tumor form- 
ing upon it, by which means it becomes covered with a cuticle, which 
like all other cuticles, is either strong and hard, or thin and soft, just. 
as the cuticle is which covers the parts from whence they arise. They 
are radiated froni their basis to the circumference, the radii appearing- 
at the surface pointed or granulated, much like granulations that are 
healthy, except that they are harder, and rise above the surface* It 
would appear that the surface on which each is formed has only the 
disposition to form one, because the surrounding and ^connecting surface 
does not go into the like substance ; thus a wart once begun does not 
increase in its basis, but rises higher and higher. They have an in*^ 
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creasing power within themselves; for after rising above the surface 
of the skiu, on which they are not allowed to increase in breadth at 
the basis, they swell out into a round thick substance which becomes 
roU|;her and roughen 

This structure often makes them liable to be hurt by bodies rubbing 
against them ; and often from such a cause they bleed' very profusely, 
and, are very painful. 

These excrescences are considered by many not as simply a conse* 
quence of the venereal poison, but as possessed of its specific dis* 
position, and therefore they have recourse to mercury for the cure 
of them; and it is asserted that such treatment often removes them. 
Such an eSect of mercury I have never seen, although given in such a 
quantity as to cfire in the same person recent chancres, and sometimes 
a pox. 

As these substances are excrescences from the body, they are not to 
be considered as truly a part of the animal, not being endowed with the 
comidon or natural animal powers, by whtdi means the cure becomes 
easier. They are so little of the true animal, and so much of a disease, 
that many triBing circumstances make them decay; an inflammation 
in the natural and sound parts round the wart will give it a disposi-* 
tion to decay ; many stiniiuli applied to the surface will often make 
them die. Electricity will produce action in them which they are 
not able to support ; an inflammation is excited round them, and they 
drop off! 

• From this view of them, the knife and escharotics must appear not 
always necessary, although these modeswill act more quickly than any 
other in many cases, especially if the neck is small. In such formed 
warts perhaps a pair of seissars is the best instrument ; but virhere 
cutting instruments of any kind are horrible to the patient, a silk 
thread tied round its neck will do very well; but in whichsoever 
way it is separated it will be in general necessary to touc(i the base 
with caustic. 

£scharoiics act upon warts in two different ways, one by deadening 
part atnd sttiimlaling the remainder, so that by applying escharotic after 
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escharotipt thd whole deiays tolerably fast ; and it is seldom necessary 
to eat them down, to the very root, as the basis or root often separate* 
and is thrown off. This however is not always the case, for we find 
that the root does not always separate, and that it will grow again ; 
therefore in such cases it is necessary to eat down lower than the gene- 
ral surface to remove the root. 

Any of the caustics, $uch as the lapis septicus, as also the metallic 
salts, such as the lunar caustic, blue vitriol, Sec. have this power. 
Merely as stimulants, the rust of copper and savine leaves mixed is one 
of the best. 

After they have been to appearance sufficiently destroyed, they often 
rise anew, not from any part being left, but from the surface of the cutis 
having the same disposition as before ; this requires a repetition of the 
same practice, so as to take off that surface of the cutis. 



V. OF EXCORIATIONS OF THE GLANS AND PREPUCE. 

It very ollen happens that the surface of the glans and inside of the 
prepuce excoriate, becoming extremely tender, and then a matter oozes 
out. The prepuce in such cases often becomes a little thickened, and 
sometimes contracts in its orifice, both of which render the inversion of 
it difficult and painful. Whether this complaint ever arises from a ve- 
nereal cause is not certain, as it often takes place where there never 
has been any venereal taint. 

This disease is in the cutis ; and under such a disposition it has no 
power of forming a good cuticle. It is very similar to a gonorrhoea in 
this part, but is not venereal. 

Drawing the prepuce back, and steeping the parts in a solution of 
lead, often takes off the irritation, and a sound cuticle is formed. Spirits 
diluted often produce the same affect ; the unguentum citrinum of the 
Edinburgh Dispensatory, lowered by mixing with it equal parts of 
hog*s lard, is often of singular service in such cases ; but there are cases 
which bid defiance to all our applications, in which I have succeeded 
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by desiring the person to leave the glans uncovered, which produced 
the stimulus of necessity for the formation .of a natural cuticle. 

The Editor found that the unguentimx citrinum is readily decomposed 
' by the heat necessarily employed in rubbing it down with an additi- 
onal portion of hog*s lard, and his friend Mr. WUUam Brande made 
jthis ointment of the different degrees of strength in the original for- 
mation of the.ointment, which proves to be a mucb more efficacious 
application than when diluted w the common way. 
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CHAPTER L 



OF BUBO. 

A KNOWLEDGE of the absorbing system, as it is now estabh'sbcd, gives^ 
us considerable information respecting many of the effects of poisons, 
and illustrates several symptoms of the venereal disease, in particular 
the formation of buboes. Prior ta this knowledge we find writers at a 
loss how to give a true and consistent explanation of many of the symp- 
toms of this disease. The discovery of the lymphatics being a system 
of absorbents has thrown more light on many diseases than the disco« 
very of the circulation of the blood; it leads in many cases directly to 
the cause of the disease. 

The immediate consequence of the local diseases gonorrhoea and 
chancre, which is called bubo, as also the remote, or lues venerea, arise 
from the absorption of recent venereal matter from some surface where 
it. has either been applied or formed. Although this must have been 
allowed in general ever since the knowledge of the disease and of ab- 
sorption, yet a true solution of the formation of bubo could not be given 
till we had acquired the knowledge of the lymphatics being the only 
absorbents. Upon the old opinion of absorption being performed by 
the. veins, the lues venerea could have easily been accounted for, be- 
cause it could as readily be produced by the absoibing power of the 
veins, if they had such, as by the lymphatics; but the difficulty was 
to say how the bubo was formed. There they seemed to be at a loss to 
account for this disease, yet they sometimes expressed themselves as if 
they had some idea of it, although at the same time they could have 
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no clear notions of what they advanced ; nor could they demonstrate 
what they said from the knowledge of the parts and their uses. 

Buboes are by some imputed to the stopping of a gonorrhoea, or as 
ihey expressed it, driving it to the glands of the groin, conformably to 
the idea they had of the cause of the svvelling of the testicle. But this 
is not just, for we know of no such power as repulsion; and if it was 
driven there it could not be by stopping the formation of matter, but 
by increasing the absorption, of which they had no idea. 

When we examine the opinions of authors concerning the formation 
of bubo, prior to the knowledge of the power of absorption in the lym- 
phatics, we shall fihd them making use of terms which they could n«t 
possibly understand. For instance, Heisler says, *• They are. of two 
kinds, one venereal, and the other not;'* but he does not say that the 
venereal arises only from impure coition. 

Astruc says, page /J26, that some buboes arise immediately from im- 
pure coition, and these he calls essential ; others from suppressed go- 
norrhoea, or a small discharge or from chancres of the p^nis, and these 
he calls symptomatic ; lastly, that they arise spontaneously without 
ctny immediate previous coition, and are a pathognomonic sign of a 
hidden pox. 

In page 327 he shows the impossibility of this last happening from 
what we now call or understand by lues venerea; but in page 328 he 
explains what he calls, a latent • lues venerea, which is local affections 
produced, as he supposes, from a lues venerea ; but which most probably 
never yet happened ; and if ever they had arisen from such a cause, 
even the absorption of their matter could not produce a venereal bubo, 
as will be explained. In short, from. not knowing the true absorbing 
system, his ideas are become now unintelligible.^ 

Wc find Cowper, Drake, and Boerhaave, as well as Astruc, speaking 
of the vitiated lymph not passing the glands, therefore inQaming them ; 
also of the inspissated lymph passing either by the circulation of the 
blood, that is, from the consliiution to these glands, (an opinion held by 

* The above «x(rAcU a/e from the English edition, published in the year 1754; page $^8. 
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some to this day) or by a shorter course, viz. the lymphatic vesseb 
which go to the inguinal glands. They also speak of the swelling of 
the inguinal glands, or venereal buboes, from the contagion being com- 
municated by the resorbent lymphatics. Drake even speaks more 
pointedly, and if we considered him no further, he would almost make 
us believe that he knew that the lymphatics were the absorbents ; but 
as he has no such ideas when treating of those vessels expressly, we are- 
not to give him credit for it. His words are, ** The venereal bubo may 
very likely take its rise from some parts of the contagious matter of 
claps sucked up by the lymphatics of the penis, and thence imported 
to the inguinal glands where they deposit their liquor; and thence it 
well behoves the surgeon to be as early as may be in the opening of 
such tumors, before by the exporting vessels of that class the poison is 
carried further into the blood, which very probably may be the case 
where such tumor ariseth immediately upon the stopping of a gonor* 
rhoea, as does the hernia humoralis ; but when the same appears some 
months after that was removed, we ar« to suppose as in cases of other 
poisons laying hold of the blood, by the strength of nature it* is thrown 
forth, either by means of the lymphatics of the blood vessels themselves, 
if not spewed out of the nervous tubes, as Wharton surmised, and de- 
posited in these emunctories.** 

Here he compares it to the formation of a hernia humoralis, which 
plainly shows tliat he understood neither of them. 

Even so late as the year 17^8, we do not find any new ideas on this 
subject: Freke says,** By sealing up the mouths of the glands of the 
urethra, the poison is tlience by the ducts leading to the inguinal glands 
converted to themJ* 

In the year 1754, eight years after Dr. Hunter having publicly taught 
bis opinion of the lymphatics being a- system of absorbents, we find a 
treatise on this disease by Mr. Gataker, where as little new is advanced 
on this subject, as in any of the former. 

When we come so low dowu as. the year 1 770, in an abridgement of 
Astruc by Dr. Ghapmani (second edition) in which he introduces his 
own knowledge and ideas^ wefiud the iibsorbing power of the lymphatics 

Nn 



a7i- OF /BUBO. 

btoof^'jin as a cause of the formalion of buboes ; but by this time the 
knawleidge of the lymphatics being the system of absorbents was in ihis 
country generally ditfused. 

The doctrine of absorption being now perfectly ijin<^rstood, we have 
ouly to explain the difierent modes in which it may take place. 

The veneraal matter is taken up by the ai>sorb6nts of the part io 
wfaicfa-it is placed.; and although the absorption of the matter and the 
effects after absorption are the same, whether from the matter of the 
gonmrbcea or chancre^ yet I shall divide the ^absorption iato thrce^ 
kinds, according to the three differe^nt surfaces from ^hich the matter 
may he abwrbed, begiriningwilh the least fiCQueikt. 

The first ftnd most simple is where. the matter eit/kerrOf a^goriortlKoi 
or chancre ihas^ only been applied to some sound- suriacv, without hav- 
ing, produced any 4oaal jeficcl on t'hetpart, but has-been absorbtti tmine- 
diateiy upon its applioatioo- Jnslauies of this I hdtfc (%eeir iri .r»ieu, and- 
such are perhaps the only instances that canbe.d^pemied upa>n; foi^it 
fs' uncertain in mikny oasesi, whetiicr ^ wanaa;n has a gonorvhdea ornot. 
I. think hbwei'tr I may venture to affirm that I have seen it in women, 
or at least there was every reason to believe that they had neither chan- 
cre, nor. gonorrhoea prccedfng«as there ikus no local appearance of it, nor 
did they comnmnicate it to others who had connection with them. 

* It must be. allowed th4t this mode of absorption is very rare; and if 
we were to examine tlie parts very carefully, or inquire of (he patient 
very strictly, probably: a small chancre might be discovered to have 
been the cause, which I have oaore than once seen. For when we coii^ 
sider how rarely it happens from a gonorrhoea, in which the mode .af 
absorption is similar, mc can hardly suppose it probable that it shcNiId 
here arise froni simple contact; the time of the application of the vene- 
real matter being commonly so very short. We might indeed suppose' 
the frequency to n^ake ;up for the.leutgth of time, which we can hardly, 
allow, for the same frequency should give the chance of producinjg it 
locally. 1 hti cfore very particular attention should be paid to all the 
cncumstaiccs attending such cases. 

liicce is however no great reason why it should not happen, and tite 
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possibiMt'j' of it lessais tbe fatlh that is to be put in the su|ypo$itiotr, 
that the disease may be years in the constitution before it appears ; fot^- 
\vltenever it does appear in a hies venerea, its date is ahva}*^ carried 
Back to the )2rst local affection, wl>ether gonoi rho&a or chaucre, and the 
latter connections are never regarded. 

The second mode of absorption' of this matter is more freqneiit than 
the JoFFDcr^ and it is* when the m^ter applied has produced a gorlbr-**' 
rlxBa; and- it' may happen: while the complaint is going on; either 
under a cure or hot. Sorne of the matter secreted by the inflamed sur- 
faceS' having been absorbed and carried into the circulation, produces' 
the same eomplaints as in the former case, by which means a person- 
gives hnnself the lues vencf ea. # » i i ] 

The third mode is the absorption of the/matter froin an uleer, M4iich* 
may ertber be a chaiK>re or a bubo. Ttfi^: rn6de is»by much tl^ tnorft' 
freoueirt; ^hich with many other . pnyjfe- would show that a sore, or* 
ulcer, is the surface most favourable for absorption. Wherfifer ulcers' 
in every pai't of'lfhfe body have an cqval-power of absorption f Iwveiiot 
beenabld^odederfnihe-; but I suspect that an ulcer on thegktns, is notf 
so^ood'^a.stfrl^Me !<Jr absorption as one on the f)rejpuce, altheu^IW^hate* 
seen both buboes and the lues venerea arise from the former, but'hot s(^ 
oflen as fromp 1 1 >e' tiUer; 

Ti*^ llies*' t*if ee htetlkxfe may be adrfctf - a- fourth, ab%orptibh fmm * a 
woimd, which»r have Already remarked ift'perhaps not so frequealt as- 
z»^ of^tbc ft^rmer.' 

. As^ tite venereal jn)iion has the* power of cent aminating whaierer 
jwirt of'the body it comes in contact with, it contaminates tlite abybrbent 
system, ptodticing in it* local vendreal complaints. It ishardly neces- 
sary to obscFve, that what'is now commonly understood by a bubo, i^ 
a s^eJlk»g 'taking plac6 in the absorbing system, esptciollyMn the glands, 
aFtsing from the- absorption- of some poison, or other' irritcil?B^ matter; 
and when such swellings take place in the groin, tKcy are cabled, b^bo(ps, 
wh^l^^ci^ 'tpp3 aipsorpi^oi;^ qr, not, but. are most commonly sup^io^ed to 
bo veo&pts^l,. eveq although there has been, no visihle preceding cause. 
This has been so much the case, that all s>vellings in this part have been 
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suspected lo be of ihis nature; femoral ruptures, and aneorisms of tbcr 
femoral artery have been mistaken for venereal buboes. 

I shall call every abscess in the absorbing system, whether in the ves* 
sels or the glands, arising in consequence of the absorption of venereal 
matter, a bubo. 

Tbis matter, when absorbed from either of the four different surfaces, 
which are common surfaces, wounds, inflamed surfaces, and ulcers, is 
carried along the absorbent vessels to the common circulation, and in 
Its passage often produces the specific inflammation in these vessels ; 
the consequence of which is the formation of buboes, which arc vene- 
real abscesses, exactly similar in their nature and effects to a chancre; 
the only difference being in size. As * the absorbents with the glands 
are immediately irritated by the same specific matter which has 
undergone no change in its passage, the consequent inflammation must 
therefore have the same specific quality, and the matter secreted in 
them be venereal,* ; 

As this system of vessels may be divided into two classes, the 
vessels themselves, and their ramifications and convolutions called the 
lymphatic glands, I shall follow the same division iqi treating of their 
inflammations. 

Inflammation of the vessels is not nearly so frequent as that of the. 
glands. In men such inflammations in consequence of ehancres upon 
the glans or prepuce generally appear like a chord leading along th» 
back of the penis from the chancres. Sometimes they arise from the. 
thickening of the prepuce in gonorrhoeas, that part in such cases being 
generally in a state of excoriation, as was described when on that form- 
of the disease. These chords often terminate insensibly on the penis, 
near its root, or near the pubes; at other times they extend further, 
passing to a lymphatic gland in the groin : this chord can be easily 
pinched up between the finger and thumb, and it often gives a thickr 

* 1 do Dot know how far this reasoning will hold good in all cases of poisons, for I veiy 
much sospeci thai ihe bubo Uiat is sometioies formed in consequence of inoculation of the 
smalKpox does not produce yariolous matter; the natural poisons in producing boboescer^ 
laiiUjr do not form a poison similar to ihemaelves. 
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ness to the prepuce, making it so stiff at this pirt as to make the inver-^ 
sion of it difficult, if not impossible, producing a kind of phymosis. 
. I think I have observed this appearance to arise as frequently from the 
gonorrfaoeay when attended with the beforementioned inflammation and 
tumefaction of the prepuce, as from chancres ; which, if my observation 
is just, is not easily accounted fon I have observed, that absorption is 
more common to ulcers than inflamed surfaces : or at least the formation 
of a bubo in the gland, and its effects in the constitution, are more com- 
noon from an ulcer; but it maybe remarked, that the inside of the 
prepuce, from whence this chord appears to arise, is in an excoriated 
state. It is possible that this effect may arise from the lymphatics sym- 
pathising with the inflammation of the urethra, but I believe the affec* 
tion is truly venereal ; or it is possible that even the absorption of the 
coagulable lymph which was produced from the venereal inflammationi 
and which is the cause of the tumefaction, may have the power of conr 
tamination, as appears to be the case in the cancer. 

The thickening, or the formation of this hard chords probably arises 
frofn the thickening of the coats of the absorbents^ joined with the ex^ 
travasation of coagulable lymph, thrown in upon its inner surface, as in 
inflamed veins. 

This chord often inflames so much as to suppurate, and sometimes in 
more places, than one, forming one, two, or three buboes, or small ab^ 
scesses in the body of the penis. When this is going on, we find in some 
parts of this chord a circumscribed hardness, then suppuration takes 
place in the centre, the skin begins to inflame, the matter comes nea^xr 
to it, and the abscess opens like any other abscess. 

I have seen a chain of these buboes, or little abscesses, along the up-^ 
per part of the penis through its whole length. ^ 

This may be supposed to be exactly similar to the inflammation and 
suppuration of a vein after b^ing wounded and exposed. 

Inflammation of the glands is much more frequent than the former, 
and arises from the venereal'^ matter being carried on to the lyoophatic 
glands; the structure, of which appears to be' no more than the ramifi^ 



Fmni ttiMi itmctitrty mw may ica muL tf sufifxaK &^.tiiei floidiab- 
i^Mf€d U in mm0> tU4K0mn detained » ibese bodies, and thereby. has % 
gr4M<drfi)^fluriUjK o^'c^ramttuicatiiigri^ tiun to the 

diHii^ ¥€¥i€Uf mkyue- iu counie is pcriiapuBoic lapid; which may ac« 
4t#M#Ml tor iImi^ ^i^lawli \)€kn% moio frjctfuciid^^ ccjbumiiuted. 

fMr^Miiif^i ^4 t^ycm glands aro coinmim to other diseaseit and should be 
iM4hMy di%t4tpffhiAw\ frofii ihow that arise rrom the veneread poisom 
'ifmfH^ tsfiftiiry tAiouM be into tlie cause^ to see if then: is any venereal 
#//rrf/|.^#4 ki M/fiic {greater dUlance from the heart, as chancres on tlie 
fA4A^,i^ d4r/ \99iJixA\f^ di*ca«c oti the penis; to learn if merourial ointi 
^A^ \ \,m \^rA$ ;«i 4(i ;i|i^tied to the Icgp and thighs of that side^foir 
^tt^.f^A^fy ^\p\p\iuii Up tiM/vc pari<^ (orthe cure of a chancre will MnMtiine^ 
fU$t^ ly thu if^UmUf which hai bc^i> supposed to be veoereal W« should 
t^^rUi^f o^t^iivLf H iUiiiti be iki |ircceding disease in. the coBsti4uiioR4 
i^^si*^ '4*> M/id, Uwui^ki:, l\\c \ni^xxMk oi l\\e swelling with regard to quick* 
t^%'y U ^(y/ |/>l^e dt|etui«d'lO| as aUo to distinguish ii from a rupture^ 
Umi^mrAmim, uv atiairiiiii ofih© crural artciy. ' 

IVib^l'^ (hue bodict^ arc more irritable, or more susceptfbteofsfiniult 
(hail (hi; viftttiht tb^y are cc^riMiuly more susceptible of ^nipathy ; how- 
tvir WIS ait* not yti ftullicieiilly acquainic^d with the use o( theese glands^ 
to b« abli^ 10 account satinfaolorily for this difieretice.' 

U wcMibl uppear ia NOine cases, that it is some time after the absorptioq 
uf Ihu vrnereal mailer before* it produces its effects upon 'the glands;, 
ill unniu It bas been six da) s at least. This could only be known by the 
fhuiH'irN being healed six days belbi^e the bubo began to appear; and 
ill mull iMMts it iM more than probable that tbci matter had beehabsorbed 
a iiMiih longer tiuie beloiCi (or the last matter of a qbancre' most pro- 
bably IH nut \ niiieul ; and iuitccd it is natural to suppose that the poison 
intiy bts a^ huig bcfoiir it products an action on the parts, when applied 
ill ibl^ wayt AN it in either in the urcthraror in forming a chancre, wliicb 
I'have duM\ u to be noineliincs six or seven weeks. 
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. The Inland? neai;eit to theorigip of ihe disease rare in *general the only 
oiie» th.)t are attacked, as those in the groin, when the matter has been 
taken up from U^^j^enis in. men. In the groin^ between the labia and 
thighi and the round ligaments, when absorbed from the vulva, in 
women. 

^ I think there is commonly but one glalid at a time that is affected 
by the absorption of venereal matter, >vhich if so, becomes^in some sort 
9 difrUnguishing mark between vener/^al. buboes. and othoridiseaMs ot 

these bodies. * . 

. We iflvci* find the lymphatic vcssjels, or glands, that, are rsecofld in 
prder,;fiffeiCt6d! as ; those aloi^ the iliac vessels, or back; .andibaVe 
aI^«e£B :\chen<lhe disease has been coutracted by a sore, or cut upon 
the fi^^r, the bul>Q con^e on a .little above the bend ^of the arm^ upon 
tbe.iiisi^^e of ihe biceps muscle; and in such,4vhere ihe.bubo ba^ conM 
in that gaclniionethave formed iii the arm* pit, which is the teoat com-? 
raon plape ^ tl|e;gl{i^ds49^1>e affected by sibsorptioii* 
. 'But this is not univeisal, although common, for I was informed by la 
g^i.tleman who coni reacted the disease in the beforementioned way, that 
be l)ad. buboes both on the iiisiclc of the biceps muscle,^ and in the armr 
{Ht. Another caG^e of this kind I have heard of since ; why it is not more 
i^mmon, is;pcrbiips not easily explained. 

.It might be supposed that tlie matter was weakened, or muoh diluted 
by the absorptions from 'other parts, by the time it gets through these 
nearest ramifications, and therefore has not power to contaminate those 
which ^are bey:onji them ; but it is most probably that there are other 
reasons ioyxhls^ I once . suspected that the nature of ^the poison wasi 
altered in these glands as it passed through theni, which W4S the reason 
why it did not contaminate the second or third series of glfinds; ami 
also why it did not.affcct the constitution in the same wayas.it did the 
parts to wkich it was first applied ; but this explanation will not*4Lccaunt 
for the next order of glands to suppuratingj^ubqes lUdt bcii^g afl^ted l>y 
the absolution of venereal matter. It appears to we, that the internal 
situiilion of tlieotiier glands prevents the venereal irrit^tipn from, taking 
placein them ; and this.opinion is streugtbened^ by ob&erviiii^ when one 
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of these external glands suppurates and forms a bubo, which is to be 
considered as a large venereal sore or chancre, that the absorption from 
it, which must be great, does not contaminate the lymphatics or glands 
next in order, by the venereal matter going directly through them. 

If this be true, then the skin would seem to be the cause of the sus- 
ceptibility of the absorbents to receive the irritation. Whether the skin 
has the power inherent in itself, or acquires it from some other circum* 
stance, as air, cold, or sense of touch, is not easily ascertained, but which 
ever it be, it shows that the venereal matter of itself is not capable of ir- 
ritating, and that it requires a second principle to complete its fuUeffisct; 
that is, a combination of the nature of the poison and the inikience of 
the skin, and that influence must be sympathy, and therefore weaker 
than if acting in the same part, that is, the skin itself; which, perhaps^ 
is the reason why the venereal matter does not always affect those vesi- 
lels and glands, while it always does the skin, if inserted into it 

The situation of buboes arising from the venereal disease in the penis^ 
are in men, in the absorbent glands of the groin : if a gonorrhoea is (he 
cause of a bubo, one groin is not exempted more than the other; both 
may be affected ; but if a bubo arises in consequence of a chancre, then 
the groin may be generally determined by the seat of the chancre ; for 
if the chancre is on one side of the penis, then the bubo will commonly 
be on that side; however, this is not universally the case, fori have 
known instances, although but few, where a chancre on one side of the 
prepuce, or penis, has been the cause of a bubo on the opposite side, 
which, if arising from that chancre, is a proof that the absorbents either 
anastomose, or decussate each other. If the chancre be on the fi^amum, 
or on the middle of the penis, between the two sides, then it is uucer^ 
tain which side will be affected. 

The situation of the glands of the groin is not always the same, and 
therefore the course of the absorbent vessels will vary accordingly. I 
have seen a venereal bubo, which arose from a chancre on the penis, a 
considerable way down the thigh ; on the contrary, I have it sten it 
often as higii as the lower part of the belly, before Poupart*s ligament, 
and sometimes near the pubis^ all of which three situations may lead 



Co some variations in the method of cure, therefore it may be proper to 
aiteiid to them. 

As tlie disease most conpmonly arises from iCO[>|ilation, the situations 
of buboes are generally in the groin ; but as no part of the body, under 
certain circumstances, is exempt from this disease, we find the nearest 
external glands betweiein' the .part! oii 'absorpti6ii»:a^d the heart, every 
ivhere in the* body share the same fate witii those of the groin, espe* . 
dftlly ii c^xleinal.- : .. . ^ > : 
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CHAPTER n. 

* • < 

OP BUSOES IN WOMEN. > 

• ♦ 

1 HE same diseases in the absoribents in consequence ^i\» i^bw>f|Ni4p 
of the venereal matter, take place in this sex as well as in men. I 
never saw but one case where the absorbent vessels were diseased ; but 
this is nearly in the same proportion as those I have seen in men, when 
I consider the proportion the number of the one sex bears to that of the 
other who apply to me for a cure of the venereal disease in any form. 
The case was a gonorrhoea with violent itching and soreness, when tho 
patient sat or walked ; but she had very little pain in making water. 
When I examined the parts I could see no difference between them and 
sound parts, excepting that the lefl labium was more swelled, or fuller 
than the other, and a hard chord passed from the centre of that labium 
upwards to the os pubis, and passed on to the groin of the same side, and 
was lost in a gland as high as Poupart*s ligament. It was not to be f^lt 
but by pressing the parts with some force, and it gave considerable ps|in 
upon pressure. 

The swelling of the labium appeared to be somewhat similar to the 
swelling of the prepuce in similar cases in men, so that they would 
appear to arise from the same cause. 

One would naturally suppose that what has been said of this com- 
plaint in the lymphatic glands in men, would be wholly applicable to 
women; and also that nothing peculiar to women could take place; 
but the seat of absorption is more extensive in this sex, and the course 
of some of the absorbents is also different, from whence there are three 
situations of buboes in women, two of which are totally different from 
those in men, and these I suspect to be in the absorbents. 

The third situation of buboes in this sex is similar to that in mei^ 
and therefore they may be divided into three, as in men^ 
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When buboes arise in women, where there is no chancre^ it is more 
difficult to know whether they are venereal or not than in men ; for, 
when they arise in men without any local complaint, it is known that 
no such complaint exists, and therefore the^bubo cannot be venerealt 
excepting by immediate absorption ; but in women it is often diflBcuk 
to knqiv w4)e^ber there be any infection .present or not ; and therefore 
in order to ascertain, the nature of ih^ buboi attentjou must be paid to 
its manner of coming on, progress, and other circuiiistaxices. 

When chancres are situated forwards, near the meatus urinarius, 
nymphse, clitoris, labiai or mons veneris, then we find that the mutter 
absorbed is carried along one or both of the ruuud ligaments, and the 
buboes are formed in those ligaments just before they enter the alido^ 
nen,' without I believe ever going further These buboes 1 suspect not 
to be glandular, but inflamed absorbents ; and if so, it streogtUeiK the 
idea that it is only ao external part that can be affected in this way. 

When the chancres are situated far back, near tlie periiiara n, or in ity 
the matter absorbed is carried forwards along the. an^le between Che 
labium, and the thigh to the glands in the groin, and often in this courso 
there are formed small buboes in the absorbents, similar to those on the 
penis in men ; and when the effects of the poisou do not Fesi beiCt ilr 
nftca.produces a bubo in the groin, as in mem 
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HE bubo commcfDly l)egins ,%villi a sense of^paki which, leads the 
patient' to examine the part, where a small liard tumor is to be lett.^. 
This mcreasctt like every other inflammaliou that^has , a, tendency to 
iu|)puratioo ; and if ni)t prevented, coe^ ou to suppuration' and ulcera- 
tion^ the mallor comity u|^(Ao the skin. .,. .j, ./» i 
. But y\t find cases >^here they are slow in their |Jrogress, wTilcij f 
imped either arisen from the inflammatory process being kept back 
by mercury, pr. olh^r.mpap? ; or being retarded by a scrofulous ten- 
deocy, such a disposition in the parts mX sp. readily admitting the' true 
venereal aaiqn. ... ^. ' 

At first the indammatiou is confined to the aland, which is moveahje 
in the cellular membrane; but as it increases in size, or as the infla~m-> 
mation, and more especially the suppuration, advances, which in alf 
cases produce rather a common effect than a specific, the specific dis- 
tance is exceeded, the surrounding cellular membrane becomes more 
inflamed, and the tumor is more diffused. Some become erisypelatous, 
by which means they are rendered more diffused and cedematous, and 
do not readily suppurate, a circumstance olten attending the erisypela- 
tous inflaomiation. 

* It lOQst be remarked here, that whenever a person has either a gonorrhoea or a chancre, 
he becomes apprehensive of a bubo; and tis lln^re am in the gonorrhcea, and sometimes in 
the chancre, {sympathetic sensations in or near the groin, they are suspected by the palieni 
to be l)eginning l>ul>oes9 and the hand is immediately iipplied to the part ; and if he fee)!» one 
of the glands, although not in the least increased^ Uie suspicions are confirmed from a belief 
that be has no such parts natorally. 
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.r, -Tp. astertain whj(t « disease iis, is tUe finst 9tep in the cure ; an^^wheo 
.tt?Q.or fiiore ci»u$^s, produce similar effects, great attention is T\t^fi9fflxy 
to distinguish one tStdl frdnx another, so ks to 9onie at the tru^j^auf^ 
ofeadu. • : . . ^ ' - 

Tbef^land>soirth6 gr<)ifi;.frocnthciirsitusti<i>n*, are liable tosus;piciaQ;/or 
best^^i'biingisulijieQt t<%.thQ cofWfnod di^ases.th^y; become expos/sd.tp 
oithfetv b};.al lowing Avhjateyei: is. absorbcjd ^o pa^s thr^^ugh^t^bcm ;.,apd ^s 
thi^'Vout of the venereal; ppisQii to the conblilulion is principally through 
tbeniv dfid.'being i prtpner ill: frooi) thif <;au$e than any olher, they often 
are suspected of this disease without foundation* ' / r* 

•' To distinguish iM:'i(h jcert^inly <the Iruie venereal bubo from s^'gllings 
Off ihose |;laiids ariping frqni other . qauses^^ may be, very 4 ifficult. VVq 
must hojyev^r ejfj^mipe^all circumstances, tp ascertain in whut the bMbo 
difletSvfrom the cpmilioft diseases of (,ho$e glands, wlKiher in the gcoii^ 
or fclsewhere ; . in which exaqiinatioQ thtf appjirent <:9uscs.;a.i;e'not t*i bfl 
O^gli^oteiLi; I have already given, the character of the venereal bubo ia 
genjetal terms ; bi)t I shall no>y be nfipr?. particular^; as tjie two are to bjQ 

COtllF£6le4' - :.•■■■■■' ..'■' ■ .y, .vi ... .J 1 ... In.'-. ,-. I 

. The true, venereal, bubo; in pon^equenqe Qf a chancrciisjnaost.com* 
Qionly con^ncd to;. Qpe gland., It keeps nearly its specific distance tlU 
aupf)uratioi) has taken plac4, and then become^ nioie diSuj^d.* , U is 
rapid in its progress from ioflammatioa to suppuration. and ulceration. 
The suppuration is commonly large for the size of ihe gland,, and but 
one :9bsces$. ; Th? pain is very ipute... The col9tn: of the skjn >vlxiere 
thQ mfUmnJtatfOn^ attacks!^ of ^flprid.i:edv • ; /■: 

it may bie observedf that. the buboes in cpnsccjucnce of the ftp,t mode 
of absorption, viz. where no local disease had been produced, ^MiU 
al\\fays »be attended wit ha greater uncertainly, of the. nature of the dis- 
ease tlj^Q t^9&C/a(tended pr/prcced^' by a. ^isease.in the peni,s; be* 
caus^ fi i&i(nple infli^mgi^tipii .ape! suppuii^tion of tbese glands isuot. suf*, 
fiqient 10 miM^k. it 4o |:)9 ypnpvf^l,; Ua\ a$ jwce aljv^^v&ilAaye Uiis tlisQasje ,iar 
vj^Yif^wjbeq suc|i parts as the glands of the gcoin'are the ^eat of thei 

'^ 1t^(ilavbe'cA>s6rifcd bere;ihkt(h6 f);1snds and ^rrrndding partrbeing di&sloiiUr, in9«4n* 
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iiisetfse, the p^ihtA runs but little rkltr ol not being cured' if it should be 
Ttoereal ; but I am afVsid that patifeiits have often unckrgone a mer* 
eurtal course H4ien there has beeu no occasion foir it. 
^ It will perhaps be difficult to find out the -specific difference in 
Ihe^ diseases themselves; but I tbtnfk that suck buboes as arise without 
Vitij visible cause, are of two kindsp, one similar to those arising frooi 
ehancfres or gonorrhoea ; that i% inflaming and suppurating, briskly. 
These I have always smpecled to be Venepeal ; for although there b no 
proof of (heir being so, yet from these circumstances it is a strong pre^ 
sumption that they are. 

The second are genially preceded and attended with slight fever, or 
the common symptoms of a cold, and they are generally indolent anii 
slow in their progress. If they should be more quick than ordiuaryt 
they become more diffused than the venereal, and may not be confined 
to one gland. When vely slow, they give but little seiisation; bufr 
when more quick the sensation y more acute, though not so sharp as in 
those that are venereal ; and most commonly they do hot suppurate* 
but often become stationary. When they do suppurate it is slowly, 
and often in more glands ihan^ one, the intlammation being more dif- 
fused, and conmionty small in proportion- to the swelling. The n^alter 
eomes slowly to the sktn, not attended with much poMi, and (be cotoor 
IS different from that of the other, being more of the purple. Someliiii«i 
the suppOTations are very considerable but not parnful. 

Now let us see what otlier causes there are for the swelling <^ theses 
glands besides venereal infection, to which I have ascribed one of (he 
modes of swelling; for there must be other causes to account for ^e 
other modes of it. 

The first thing to be attended to is, whether or not there are any ve* 
nereal complaints ; and if not, this becomes a strong presumptive proof 
that they may not be venereal, but proceed from some unknown causie. 
If the swelling is only in one gland, very slow in its progress, and gives 
but little or no pain, it is probably merely scrofulous.; but if the swel- 
ling is considerable, difii^ed^ and attended with some inflan^pdatiou and 
paiu, thea it js-oios t pmh^pibto that tbece ift a ymrtJAmtifflaal action c^ouatr 



OF BUBO. M7 

nf, m lligbt feviir, the symptonis of which are lassitiidei loss qFappetUei 
wtot of sleeps small quick pulse, and an appearance of approaohing 
fac€(ic4 Such swellings are slow in iheir cure, and do act 8eeai,to 43« 
affected by Qiercury, even when very early applied. 
. A gcnileitian had all ihe syittptonns of a slight fever ; the pulse a 
l^ittle qnlck and hard^ioss of appetiiet and of course loss of flesh;, a 
lisilessness and a sallotr Idokv While in this state a swelling took place 
in the glabds of one of thb ^toins. He immediately sent for ine, because 
fat imagined it lobe tenereaU From tht history of the case I gave it as 
my firm opinion it was not ; in this he had not muoh faiths The swel^ 
lings were: not very painfull and after having acquired a cousiderable 
•ite they became stationary. To please him I gave him a box or mer« 
cnrial oinbmeiil to be rubbed on the 1^ and tlugh only^ of the side 
affected, that it might have a sufficient local effecti and as little go into 
the constitutiop as possible ; but it did not appear to be of amy service 
to the swellings in the groin, they remaining atatiooary, and almost 
witbant' pain. His friends became uneasy^ and sent their svirgeons to 
him» who without knowing he was my patient, and of course without 
leaowifig my opitiion, imagined that the disease was venereal, as they 
falked of giving mercury. With respect to the cure, I thought lie 
should go to the sea and bathe. 

. Allowing the chance of the disease being venereal or not venereal, to 
be equal, I reasoned upon thdt ground* His present want of health 
voold not be supposed to arise from any venereal cause, as It was ^ior 
to tbe swelling in the groin, and therefore though the swelling was ve- 
nereaU he was not at present in a condition to take roercwy, as a suffi* 
eient quantity of that medicine for the oure 'vi^ouM kill him; and if it 
should not be venereal, that still ji greater quantity of mereufy must 
be given ^han what was necessary if it wits venereal; iDecause hs not 
giving way readily would naturally make the sui^eon push the mer^ 
cury further ; and besides this disagreeable circumstance, the disease 
sn the groit) might be rendered more diflicult of cur^, . But if ht Mfnt 
ip the |ea l|is (:onstitutio^ would be restored ; and if the disease id the 
^roin proved to be Venereal, he wpuld^ be ioit pipp^r condition )ba ^ 
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duces the same disease in them which is capable of furnishing the 
constitution with an increased quantity of the same kind of poison. 

The Editor has foupd that swellings in the glands of the groin, which 
readily suppurate, and are therefore mistaken for buboes, frequently 
occur in consequeuce of these parts, after being heated and covered 
with perspiration, being suddenly exposed to cold, to which they are 
very commonly liable in young men immediately after having con- 
nection with women. 
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GEKEI^AL RETtECnONS ON THE. CURE OF BUBOES. 
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RO M V bat has been said upon the histoiy of buboes, it will be need- 
less bcie lo tnler into a discussion of the opinion of their being a deposit 
from the constitution, and of the conclusion drawn from this opinion, 
that they ought not to be dispersed : for according to this theory, to 
disperse them would be to throw the venereal matter upon the consti- 
tution. But if this were really the case, then there would be no occasion 
lor the use of mercury, provided that the bubo be allowed to proceed, 
as it would prove its own cure : but even those, who were of this opinion, 
were not satisfied with the cure which they supposed nature had pointed 
out, but gave mercury, and in very large quantities. From the same 
history of a bubo I have also endeavoured to show that there are seve- 
ral buboes which are not in the least venereal, but scrofulous ; aad that 
there are also buboes which appear to be only in part venereal ; or per- 
haps only a gland disposed to scrofula brought into action by the ve- 
nereal irritation, similar to what happens often from the matter of the 
smalKpox in inoculation. Therefore, prior to the method of cure, the 
triie venereal bubo is to be distinguished from the others, if possible. 
W hen it is well ascertained to be venereal, resolution is certainly to be 
attempted if the bubo be in a state of inflammation only. The pro- 
priety of the attempt depends upon the progress the disease has made. 
If it be very large, and suppuration appears to be near at hand, ii is 
probable that resolution cannot be effected ; and if suppuration has 
taken place, I should very much doubt the probability of success, and 
an attempt might now possibly only retard the suppuration, and pro- 
tract the cure. 
The resolution of those inflamfi^tions depends principally upon 
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mercury, and almosi iibsdipiialy upoii the quantity that can be made it 
pass through them.; and tlra cureof thcnrit if allowed to come to gup^ 
puration, depeisdti upoa the. ^^jom circumstatkces. The quantity of 
mercury that can be made to pass through a bubo^ depends principally 
upon the quantity of external surface for absorption beyond the bubo. 
Mercury ia to be applied in the^mo^t advantageous manner, that is, 
to those surfaces by an absorption &um ^vhich it may pass through the 
diseased gland ; fur, by deslroying the disease there, the constitution has 
ksslclnnce of heiiag contanunaled. The powers of mercury may oft^n 
be .increased from the manner in whidi it is applied. lu the cure of 
bubMs it should always he made to pass i»to the constitutiop by the 
same way through which; the habit received ihe poison ; and therefore 
to.ieffect this, it muBt be applied to the mouths of those lymphAlii;s 
which pass through the diseased part, and which will always be placed 
cnastirtafietbeyDDd tbe.dkease% ^ ^ 

' .But. liba aiituatimT^ of mwy buboes \s suph as not to have mueh kuf* 
&Qft..bf^Qd.tbem, and. thereby n9t to allow of & auQicient quantity ^ 
meieucy heing (aJken in this way ; as ior instancy those buboes on the 
l»dy o£ the penis arfciogifrofn chancres oa* th» glands or prepuce. 
• Thesti two aur&ccjs.are OPt sufficiept \A tafce ia the necessary qpantiiy 
to cure those buheesi in ita pa<»«3ge (hi'wgh them: thereibre whei^ter 
Ibe first symptoms «€ a bubo appeai?, its situation s weU lobe consi- 
dered,, ivith a vii^w to^ d«t$rQiine if there be a suQicient surface to effect 
a; cure,, without having reiotii^e %» %t\mv v^k^Mn^ . U. is first lobe ob- 
tervedt whether; the abs0f beu£ ivossek wt the body of the penis are af- 
&aed, oc the glands in the groin; If the disease be in tlie groin, id niust 
Jbe observed in which of the thiree situations of the bubo before Caken 
notice oU it is ; whether eagt the upper part of the thigh aod grain, on 
the lower part of the beUy before PoMpairt a hgameut, or near to^tlie 
;pub«a, . If tliey aw on the body of the pems> this ahowa tlMt the ahson- 
hents leftdiBg directly from tlie surface of absorption aF<^ themselves 
diseased. If in the groin, and on the upper part of the thigh, or per- 

hapa a little law^r down than ^hat is contHnosity called tl)e.g>oin, iJien 
we nay supposci jt ia ia th^ ^andis oommon i» the penis^ and thigh. If 
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high up« or on the lower part of the belly, before Poiipart's Hgament, 
then it is to be supposed that those absorbents that arise from about thfe 
groin, lower part of the belly and pubes, pass through the bubo ; and 
if far forwards, then it is most probable that only the absorbents of the 
penis and skin about the pubes pass that way « The knowledge of these 
situations is very necessary for the application of mercury for the cure 
by resolution, and for the cure after suppuration has taken place. 

The propriety of this practice must appear at once, when we const* 
der that the medicine cannot pass to the common circulation without 
going through the diseased parts ; and it nmst promote tlie cure in its 
^passage through them ; while at the same time it prevents the nutter 
which has already passed, and is siiil continuing to pass into the con- 
stitution from acting there, so that the bubo is cured and the constitu- 
tion preserved. 

But this practice alone is not always sufficient; there are. many cases 
which mercury by itself cannot cure. Mercury can only cure the speci- 
fic disposition of the inflammation; and we know that this xlisease is 
often attended with other kinds of inflammation besides the venereal. 

Sometimes the common inflammation is carried to a great height, at 
other times the inflammation is erisypelatous, and I susfpect often scro- 
fulous. We must therefore have recourse to other methods. 

Where the inflammation rises very high, bleeding, purging, and 
fomenting, are generally recommended. These will certainly lessen the 
active power of the vessels, and render the inflammation more languid, 
but they can never lessen the specific effects of this poison, which were 
the first cause, and are still in some degree the support of the inflam< 
niation. Their effects are only secondary ; and if they reduce the in- 
flammation within the bounds of the specific, it is all the service they 
can perform. If the inflammation be of the erisypelatous kind, per- 
haps bark is the best medicine that can be given ; or if it be suspected 
to be scrofulous,, hemlock, and poultices made with sea-water may be of 
service. 

Vomits have been of service in resolving buboes, even after matter 
has been formed in them, and after they have been nearly ready to 
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burst ; this acts upon the principle of one irritatioii -destroying lanbth^r; 
and llie act of sickness and vomiting perhaps Ogives a (iispositton Tor ab- 
sorption. A remarkablci instance of this kind barppened' in^an'Oifit^ei' 
who had a bubo at Lisbon. It came to fair suppuration,. and was almost 
ready to burst The skin was thin and inflamed, and a plain fluctuation 
felt. I intended opening it, but as he was ^oing on board a^hip for 
England on the day following, I thought it better to defer it till then. 
When he went on board, he set sail itrimediatelyi and the wind blew so 
very hard that nothing could be done for some days, all which time he 
was very sick, and vomited a good deal ;. when the sickness w<ent oflf, he 
found the bubo was entirely gone, and. it never afterwards appeared. 
When he came to England, he went through a reeufar, course of 
mercury. 

I. OF RESOLUTION OF THE INFLAMMATION OF THE ABSOR- 

BENTS ON THE PENIS. 

Th£ surface beyond the seat of the disease in this case, that is, all that 
part of the penis before the bubo, is not large enough to take in a quan- 
tity of mercury sufficient to prevent the effects of absorption, and 
therefore recourtje is to be had to other tndaqs ; yet tlais application 
should by no means be neglected, and this surface, small as it is, should 
be constantly covered with mercurial ointment, which will assist in the 
cu!*e of the local diseiase. It maybe disputed whether anymedicine 
can pass through diseased lymphatics, so as to have any effect upon them*! 
but experience shewis that it certainly can. As this surface! is too jmall, 
and as it is necessary that a larger quantity should he taken itv, it be^ 
comes proper to give it cither by the mouth, or by friction on somtf 
larger surface; this is necessary to prevent the lues venerea, as well tfs 
to cure the parts themselves. The quantity cannot be determined; 
(hat must be left to the surgeon, who must he directed by the appear- 
ances of the original complaint, and the readiness' with which they giVfc 

way. 

The same method is to be followed in women; but as there is a 
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l%rgfr mr£}Q« i» ihi9 («x, mora in«rcur)r f»»x possibly 
4twl (hfiTQ . fihiwjild be a (xwataot fi|^pU«8tian of ointrofiiit 
Wftdoutaidf-oPibf^HklMai. 
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II, OF Tm m^OWTWh OF BUBOES IN THE GliOIN. 

Ths inflainma^lipn of the gl^^$ is tQ be treated exacily upon the sam^ 
principle ^vkh the other; but we have in general a larger surface ofabr 
sorption, so that we can malcQ a greater quantity of mercury pass 
through the diseased parts* 

, It will be proper to apply the mercury according to the situation of 
the inflamed gland. If the bubo be in the groin, according to our Brst 
situation, then it is necessary to rub the mercurial ointment upon the 
thigh. This surface will in general absorb as much mercury as will be 
sq^qi^t tQ resolve (bo bulpo, aod to pre^erv^ th« ^pstituMpa jfonn 
being contaminated by th^^ poison tlut,iu;^y gci into it; but if resolu- 
tion does not readily take place, then the surface of friction may be in- 

f rflasbd, by rubbing the ojntjpp^ttt upon the leg. 

But :iC tbe^bubQ h^ <» thfllowiep part of ih« Ix^Hy, (bat ifi, i^ th« 
tfi^Qmii 9hufttioo> Uien Uiq Qi^iment sboujid b^ fobbed als.Q i^poii tb9 
p«RJji^ 9cc^uw« Hqd belly i »nd the e»vii^ if the) bubo sbwld be still 
fwrtlwr forwards; fcH" prqbaJaly tbQs« gUiuU iccoive the lympbiU^ 
from all the i^vrf^cea inQa(ionfi4(t a^ w«Jl ^ i'rom tb« tbig|i aiul leg. . 
; The \^%ih otT tim« (h^jTriotiop^ should \>c co))Uau«d, nwct he accords 
ii?g tQ <;ircMinsu»i<jes. If *h© bubo giv^ way, ihey must be eQntiQKe4 
\li\ it ha^ eniiroly subsided, ^od perhaps longer, qo a^couM of thf 
cause of il. sk «Kancre, wh.i<;h \\w no4 yield so ?oou as the bubok , Jf it 
ftill goes ou to siippurationi the frietiops luay.or Rwy not be continue ; 
for J do wot know for eert^iw »f joiy thing is to be gained by their CQ^r 
t^tUiMac;® in this state» 

. The quantity here recommended may afifect the mouth, and it mm\ 
also he regitldted a/scordingly- 
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III. OF THE RESOLUTION OP BUBOES IN WOMEN. 

• « 

V^'hen spealcing oF the seat of buboes in women I observed tliaf ftf flie 
(^ifierent situations when arising from the pans of generation in this 
sex, two were peculiar to them, the others similar to those in men. 

In the treatment of buboes in women some allentioil lihduld be paid 
to their situation, for on that depends in some de);ree the method of 
resolution and ture when they suppurate. Th« first is in the round 
ligament, the second betweeil the labium atid thigh, and the third in 
the groin. 

In tlie first and second situations the surface of absorption bevbtid 
itie hd>o is by much too small to be depended tii>on for throwing in a 
sufficitnt qnamity of mercury to produce resohition, especially in the 
first Situation f but in the second,. that is, between the labia and thigh,' 
die m( rcTny may be rubbed in all about the amis aud btutock, as ali 
llie absorbents of those parts pmbably pass that way ; we know at least 
tTiiit tlity do not pass into the pelvis by the anus, but go by the groif^. 
Oifier 'means of introducing mercury must be recurred to, as is recom- 
mended in men ; but still it i\ ill be pttyper to rob \t\ on these surlkeesf 
as much. as possibhe. 

In tfi^ siiuafFons common to bt)th sexes we have a larger field, yet as' 
flicv arc divisible into three, the same xAfservations hroW good, aftA a 
simiTar ttioae ol' practice is to be Followed in wotnefi afs in* men* 

JV. QF BUBOES LV OTHER PARTS. 

« • 



J^|<yi^nerji^,buboes, arise (Vom other modes of application of the poison 
W^iijUs coitlojQu they are to be found \x\ different parts of the body j but 
tbcJwflis^Re^rj^U.tbe wx^^ i».ordcT,QfJVc(luency. They arise Jq the, 
^OipU. fio^ij^jSH'^5'^ ^P ^^ hancis or liiagers. bem^ contaminated by 
venereal matter, and reduced, tp a, chancre, lu such cases it becomes ne- 
cfitfary that the* pnatitiuDt should be, rubbed ui the ^I'm. and fore^arm; 
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but this surface may not be sufficient, therefore wc must apply it in 
another way, or to other parts, to produce its effects upon the consti-* 
tulion. 

I have «een a true venereal chancre on the mid<;lle of the lower lip 
produce a bubo on each side of the neck under the lower jaw, just upon 
tl)e maxillary gland. By Applying strong mercurial ointment to the 
under lip, cliin, and swellings, they were resolved. 

* 9 

■ • ■ ■ . • • •. ' I. • 

V. OF THE QUANTITY OF MERCURY NECESSARY FOR THE 

RESOLUTION OF A BUBO. 

1 HE quantity of mercury necessary for the resolution of a bubo must 
JbC; propprtjoned to the obstinacy of the bubo, stopping short of certaia 
efftcts upon the constitution. If it be in the first situation, and yields 
readily upon rubbing in half a dram of mercurial ointment made of 
equal j>arts of quick-silver and hogs lard every night, and the mouth 
does not become sore, or at most only tender, then pursuing this course 
till, the }^,land b reduced to ils natural size will be sufficienj;, and proba- 
bly will be a good security for the constitution, provided the chancre, 
V^liich may have been ilte cause of the bubo, heals at the same time. 
If the mouth is not affected in six or eight days, and the gland does not 
readily resolve, then two scruples, or a dram, may be rubbed in every 
night; and. if there be no amendment, then more must be rubbecf in; 
in short, if the reduction is obstinate, the mercury rpust be pushed as 
far as can be done without producing a salivation. 

If there be a bubo on each side, then there cannot be so much mer- 
cury applied locally to each ; for the constitution most probably could 
not bear double the quantity which is necessary for the resolution of 
one. But in such cases we must not so much mind the soreness of the 
nhouth as when there is but one ; however the buboes must be allowed 
to go on to suppuration, rather than affect the constitution *too much by 
the quantity of mercury : and there/ore when there are two, they arc 
more likely to suppurate than, where th^re is only onb. ' ^ ' 

In the second and third situatiob of buboes, if^e fiiid that most pro- 
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bably a sufficient quantity oF mercury does not pass through them for 
their resolution, it may be continued to be thrown in by the leg and 
thigh to act upon the constitution, as has been already observed. The 
quantity taken in in this way must be greater than what would be ne- 
cessary if the whole could beinade to pass through the bubo. The 
mouth must be affected, and that in proportion to the state and progress 
of the bubo. 

1 his method of resolving buboes occurred to nie at Bellisle, in the 
year 1761, where I had good opportunities of trying it upon the soldiers; 
and I can say with truth, that only three buboes have suppurated 
under my care since that lime, and two of these were in one person, 
where a small quantity'of mercury had t:orisiderable effects on the con- 
stitution, and therefore a sufficient quantity could not be sent through 
the two groins for their resolution ; but in both cases the suppurations 
were small in comparison to what they threatened to be, which I inii- 
puted to the mode of treatment. 

Many buboes after every attempt remain swelled without either com- 
ing to resolution or suppuration, but rather become harder and scir- 
rhous. Much I apprehend were either scrofulous at first, or became so 
when the venereal disposition was removed. The cure of them should 
be attempted by hemlock, sea-water poultices, and sea-bathing, as will' 
be further taken notice of. 

VL OF THE TREATMENT OF BUBOES WHEN THEY 

SUPPURATE. 

After every known metliod has been used, buboes cannot in all cases 
be resolved, but come to suppuration; They then become more an 
object of surgery, and are to be treated in some respects like any other 
abscess. If it be thought proper to open a bubo, it should be allowed 
to go on thinning the parts as much as possible. The. great advantage 
arising from this is, that these parts having become very thin, lose the 
disposition to heal, which gives the bottom of the abscess a better 
chance of healing along with the surperficial parts; by these means loo, 
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a large opening is avoided, and the different mod^ made use of for 
keeping the skin from healing till the bottom is healed, become unne- 
cessary. 

It may admit of dispute, whether the application of mercary should 
be conliniif d or not through the whole suppuration. I should be in- 
clined to continue iu but in a smaller quantity ; for although the parts 
cannot set about a cure till opened, yet I do imagine that they may be 
better disposed to it ; and I think that I have seen cases where suppu- 
ration took place^ aUhough under the above practice, that were very 
large in their inflammationi but very small in their suppuration, which 
1 imputed to ibeir having taken mercury in the befprementioned way, 
both before and while suppuraUon. was going on« 

It has been disputed more in this kind of abscess than in others, whe- 
tlier it' should be opened, or allowed to burst of itself; ajod likewise, 
whether the opening Stbould be m^Q by iticisio% ^^ causiic* 

There appears to be nothing in a venereal absices^, different from any 
ether, to recommenjd one practice more than another. The surgeon 
should in some degree be guided by the patient* 

Some patients are afraid of caustics ; others have a horror of cutting 
instruments ; but when it is left wholly to the surgeoni ai^d the bubo 
but smalK I suppose a slit with a lai^et will be su^ient; kx this way 
no skin is lost. 

But when a bubo is very large, in which case there is a large quantity 
of loose skin, perhaps the caustic will answer better, both on account of 
its destroying some skin, and because the destruction is attended with 
less inflammation than what attends incision. If done by a caustic, the 
lapis stpticus is the best i^ but it is Hot necessary t^ open every buboi 
and perhaps it may be difficult to point out those where opening would 
be of service, or necessary* 

* I once opened two boboes iii the same person^ ono immediately after the other. Th^ 
first was with the lapis tnfernaiisj which ga¥e him considenHble pdia, aftd tbeiefore he would 
have the other openerf with a lancet^ as the pain would only be mooeaUry. Bfit it waa so 
giea^ and tbe aoceness continued so long, while there waa qq pain ia.the otbe^ deailened by 
the caQ«tic« after it had done its business; that ne:(t day he said, if he vas Qver obliged to 
to have one opened again it should be with caustic. 
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The bubo is to be dressed afterwards according to tlie nature of the 
disease, which, I have ah'eady observed, is often so complicated as to 
baffle all our skill. The, constitution at .the. same time is to be attacked 
with mercury, either by applying it internally or externally; if the 
mercury is applied externally, it should be applied to that side, and 
beyond where the 'bubo is, as before directed m treating of the resolu- 
tion of buboes^ as it may have some influence on the disease in its passing 
through the part. ; ' • ' - 

^ 'Ciiang mertuty hi' these caserf * answers two purposes; it assists the 
external applications to cure the buboes, and it prevents the effects of 
the constant abs6rJ)tion of the venereal matter from the sore. 

How faf it is necessary to jiursne thfe mercurial course with aiViaw to 
prevention^, ft is ttbt possible to determine; but it maybb guppofced, 
that it is neces^ry to giv6 the 'same quantity to prevdat a disease, that 
^ould cure one that has already taken place. It will be necessary to con- 
tinue the course till the bubo is healed, or till it has for smnt time lost 
its venereal app^atrance ; tiut it may be difiKcult to ascertain this last 
fkct ; therefore we must have recourse to cixperienoe, not theory, and 
continue the course in general tillthe whole is healed, and even longer, 
especially if the buto heals very readily ; for^re find in many cases, 
that the constitution shall be still tainted after alL However, some re« 
strictions are to be ihade here, for I have already observed, tharit often 
happens that buboes assume other dispositions besides the venereal, 
which mercury cannot cure, but will even make worse. It i» there- 
fore very necessary to ascertain the distinction; which Will be taken 
notice of. 

The tfCatmeAt of btiboes in wotttcn^ when they suppurate, i^ the same 
with those of men. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OF SOME OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF BUBOES. 

1 FORMERLY observed, that the venereal disease was capabje of bripging^ 
latent dispositions or susceptibilities, into action. This is remarkably the 
case with buboes, and 1 believe the disposition is more of the scrofulous 
kind than any other: whether this arises from the buboes being formed 
in lymphatic glands, or not, is probably not easily determined. 

It sometimes happens that these sores when losing, or entirely de- 
prived of .the venereal disposition, form into a sore of another kind, and 
most probably of various kinds. How far it is a disease arising from a 
Ttnereal taint, and the effects of a mercurial course jointly, is not cer- 
tain, but most probably these two have some share in forming the 
disease. If this idea of it were just, it would become a specific disease, 
and be reducible to one^ method of cure ; but I should suspect that 
either the constitution, or the part, hath some, if not the principal share 
in it; that is, the parts fall into a peculiar disease, independent of 
the constitutional disease or method of cure ; for if it arose out of the 
two first entirely, we might expect to meet with it ofiener. So far as 
the constitution, or the part, has a share iu forming this disease, it be- 
comes more uncertain what the disease is, because it must, in some de- 
gree, paitake of the constitution or nature of the part. I am apt to 
suspect something scrofulous in them, especially as they are diseases of 
the lymphatic glands. 

Such diseases make the cure of the venereal much more uncertain, be* 
cause when the sore becomes stationary, or the mercury begins to dis- 
agree, we are ready to suspect that the virus is gone; but this is not 
always the case; the virus is, perhaps, only less powerful than the new- 
formed disease, and as it were lies dormant, or ceases to act, and when 
the other becomes weaker, the venereal begins to show itself again. 
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The treatment in such cases is to attack the predominant disease ; but 
still the difficulty is 16 find out the disease, and when it is or is not ve- 
nereal. The following case explains this difficulty very well. 

A genlletnau had a very large venereal bubo: it was opened: he 
took a great deal of mercury for about two months, but I suspect not 
insufficient doses, which produced a mercurial habit; the bubo had 
no disposition to heal, and he came to me. From the account he gave 
me, 1 suspected that he had then too much of a mercurial habit to re: 
ceive, at this time, any furtlier good from that medicine, I therefore 
advised him to use a good nourishing diet for near a month; after that 
I put him upon a brisk mercurial course by friction, and the parts put 
on a better appearance. This course he continued for near two months, 
and then the sore, although much mended, began to be stationary. ( 
did now conceive that the venereal action was destroyed, and therefore 
immediately left off the mercurial course and put him upon a milk diet, 
and sent him into the country. But not gaining much ground, he had 
a strong decoction of the sarsaparilla with mezereon given him, which, 
although continued for above a month, produced little or no. effect. I 
also gave him the cicuta as much as he could bear, with the bark, al* 
most the whole time, without effect ; new sinuses formed, which were 
opened, and the sores became extremely irritable, with thickened lips. 
The dressings were poultices made with the juice of hemlock, sea water, 
opium, and a gentle solution of lunar caustic ; but nothing seemed to 
affect it. I suspected something scrofulous, therefore proposed he should 
go and bathe in the sea ; but this then could not be done. These dif- 
ferent treatrnents, after mercury had been left off, took up about four 
months, without the least benefit. Being doubtful whether there might 
not be still something venereal in the sore, especially as appearances 
were growing worse, and it was now four months since he had taken 
mercury; I was inclined to try it once more, and sent him two portions 
of ointment, half an ounce each, to rub in in two nights. He had caught a 
little cold, and therefore did not rub in the mercury the two evenings 
as ordered ; and called upon me the third day, and told me he was much 
better; the sore now became easy, the watery or transparent inQam* 
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hia lion began to subside, (he lips became flatter and thinner^ and Hhc 
edges of the sore began to heal. I then ^desired him not to rub in the 
ointment, but wait a little. In eight or ten days the sore had dontracted 
to tliree quarters of its fonner size, knd* had all ibe appearance .of a 
healing sore. - •. •; . 

Quere: What conclusions should we draw from this case f I thia& 
the following; that the virus may be gone although the sore has no 
disposition to heal, therefore we are not to l<^k upon the npl healing . 
of a bubo as a sign of the presence of the original disease: .Secondly; 
that the sarsapariHa, mezereon, cicuta, and the bark, will not do in ail 
such cases; and thirdly, that some of these diseases are capable of 
ifvxaring out the unhealthy disposition of themselves, and that wc 
should not be too ready to attribute cures to our treatment ; ibrif the 
mercury had been rubl>ed in, and the same effects had still taken place^ 
I should then have certainly pursued the mercury with vigor^ andat^ 
tribuied the cure to it ; but I should not have rested here, Ishoukl'faaye 
related the case as an instance of the disease continuing after repeated 
courses of mcrcur)", and that it was necessary in such cases wihere the 
mercury appeared to lose its power, and even do harm, to wait, and i 

season the constitution to strength and ttie toss of the mercurial habit; | 

and that even four months was sonietimes necessary for this purpose; 
after which we must begin again to give mercury. 

A gentleman had a common gonorrhoea wtiich was severe ; Igare htm 
an injection of a grain of corrosive sublimate in eight ounces of water, 
with a few mercurial pills. After having continued the injection for 
ten, or twelve days without any visible beneht, I gave it as my opinion 
that it would be of no service to continue it any longer, and therefore 
desired he would be quiet for a little time. About this time a swelting 
in each groin took place, and supposing them to be venereal, I ordered 
mercurial ointment to be rubbed into both the legs and thighs to re- 
solve them if possible. He appeared to be less uneasy about the buboes 
than he was about the gonorrhcea ; but 1 told him that the cure of that 
complaint would be sensibly involved in the resdution of the buboes. 
I spoke too confidently of my powers of the resolution of tlie buboes. 
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for they both suppurated ; although the suppuration was smaH in com- 
parison to the magnitudie of the buboes when they first inflamed. The 
frictions were left off. 

. While we were attempting to resolve the buboes he got well of ihc^ 
gonorrhcea. Tlie skin covering the buboes became thin, they were 
both openedi one with a caustic, the other with a lancet ; wlien opened^ 
be was ordered to rub in mercuiy again on the thighs and legs for their 
cure. They began soon to look well, and to close fast, but when about 
half healed they became stationary. I suspected that a new disease 
was forming. On continuing the frictions a little longer they began to 
inflame and swell anew, and a suppui'atioii took place about half an inch 
above each of the first suppurations, which broke into the first. I left 
off the mercury immediately upon their inflaming, and said that now 
a new. disease had formed. I ordered |K)ultices made with aea* water 
to be applied, and also a decoction of sarsaparilla tobe taken, but this 
appeared not to be sufficient for the cure of this new disease. I then 
ordered him to the sea, and to go into the tepid sea bath every evening, 
the beat of the water to be about ninety degrees. By the time he had 
been in the bath four times, the inflammation and swelling had very much 
abated;, axxl the first sores, or original buboes, were b^inning to heal. 
He went on with the bathing every evening for about three weeks, when 
the sores rather began to look worse ; I then suspected that the venereal 
disposition was become predominant, and I ordered him to rob in as 
before, which be did, and in about a fortnight the first buboes healed, 
but the second suppurations were not yet healed ; then I supposed it 
to be eniirely the new formed disease, and he went into the country, 
where 1 desired he might go into the open sea every day, as he then 
could have an opportunity, which he did, and got perfectly well, and 
has continued sOw 

Thifi case plainly shows that there was another disposition formed 
besides the venereal, and which was put into action by the venereal 
irritaiion^ which I suspect was of a scrofulous kind, and probably not 
truly such* 
^ i have' seen some buboes most exceedingly painful and tender to 
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almost every thing that touched them, and the more mild the dressings 
that were appliedi the more painful the parts became. • 

In some the skin seems only to take on the disease. Ulceration going 
on in the surrounding skin, while a new skin forms in the centre and 
keeps pace with the ulceratioui forming an irregular sore like a worm- 
eaten groove all round. This, like the erisypelatous inflatnmation, as 
also some others, appears to have only the power of contaminating the 
parts that have not yet come into action; and those that have already 
tak^n it seem to lose the diseased disposition, and heal readily. 

In some they spread to an amazing extent, as the following case 
shows, the circumstances of which are very remarkable. 

A young gentleman, aged eighteen years, in consequence of a vene- 
real infection had two buboes, which were both opened. They were 
treated in the usual manner, and at first put on a favourable appearance; 
but when they were nearly healed, they began to ulcerate at their edges 
and spread in all directions, rising above the pubes almost to the navel, 
and descending upon each thigh. His nights became restless, and his 
general health was affected. A great vatiely of medicines were tried, 
particularly mercury in diSereni forms, with little or no eOect. Extract 
. of hemlock did more good than any thing else, and was taken in ua<^ 
usual quantities. An ounce was swallowed in the course of the day for 
some time, which was afterwards encreased to an ounce and an half, two 
ounces, and even two ounces and an half. It produced indistinct vision 
and blindness, loss of the voice, falling of llie lower jaw, a temporary 
palsy of the extremities, and once or twice a loss of sensation; and not* 
withstanding he was almost every night in a state, as it were, of complete 
intoxication from the hemlock, his general health did not suffer, but, on 
the contrary, kept pace in its improvement with the ulcers. They could 
not, however, be healed by the hemlock ; and among many other things 
iEthiops mineral and Plummer s pill were liberally given, seemingly 
with advantage. Recourse was had to the hemlock from time to time. 
A great many different kinds of dressings were made trial of, none ;of 
which were found to exceed dry lint. The ulcers were nearly all healed, 
after having tormented him upwards of three years, when committing 
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some irregularities iu dieti and the sores getting worse, he returned to 
the extract of hemlock, which he had for some time laid aside, and of 
himself swallowed, in the course of the morning, ten drams. This quan« 
tity was only the half of what he had formerly taken in twenty-four 
hours, but his constitution had been at that time gradually habituated 
to the medicine. I'he ten drams produced great restlessness and anxiety; 
he dropt insensible fron> his chair, fell into convulsions, and expired in 
two hours. 

To return to the cur^ of buboes ; where they only become stationary 
and appear to have but little disposition to spread, which is most com* 
mon; when perhaps a sinus or two may be found running into l,heii[i 
from some other gland ; I have often setn them give way to hemlock* 
and sooner than to any thing. I am acquainted with, especially if joined 
to the bark. If the hemlock is applied both internally and e^^ternallyi 
it answers better. 

Sarsaparilla is often of singular service here, as well as in other cases 
arising seemingly from the same cause ; and I have seen sea*bathing pf 
great service, as aJso sea* water poultice. 

At the Lock Hospital they use goldrefiners* water as an application^ 
which is of some service in some cases. Dr.Pordyce recommends the. 
juice of oranges to be drank in large quantities, which I have seen good 
efiects from in some cases. The mezereon is in some instances of $ia* 
;gularuse« 
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OF THE LUES VENEREA. 

jruj; lu^s venerea, I have already observed, arises in consequence of 
fhe poisonous matler being absorbed and cariied into the common cir- 
caiiation This form of the'disease, which I have can<;d the constitu- 
tional, * would appear to be much more complicated, both iu the diffe- 
rent ways in which it may be caught, and in its effects when caught, 
than either a gonorrhoea or chancre. It generally arises from the local 
complaints before taken notice of, by the matter being absorbed froni 
them and carried into the constitution. The matter however appears 
to he capable of being taken into the constitution by simple application, 
without first having produced either of the before mentioned local 
effects, as was taken notice of in treating of the formation of the bubo; 
biit this seems to be only when applied to some particular parts of our 
body, such as may be called a half internal surface, as the glans penis. 
I think it is probable that it is not capable of being taken in by the ab- 
sorbents of the sound skin, at least I know of no instance of it ; how- 
ever this is only opinion. 

* The term' constitatioDal is perhaps not strictly a proper term ; for by constitutional 
disease strict!}', 1 would understand that in which every part of the body is acting in one 
way, as in feyers of all kinds^ either sympathetic or original ; but the venereal poison appears ^ 
to be only diffused through the circulating fluids, and as it were, to force certain parts of the 
body to assume the venereal action, which action is perfectly local, and takes place in diffe- 
rent parts in regular succession of susceptibilities ; there are but few parts therefore acting 
at the same time ; and a person may be constitutionally affected in this way, and yet almost 
every function going oa well. 
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It is likewise capable of being taken into the constitution hy beiii^ 
applied to common ulcers, although not necessarily rendering these 
ulcers themselves venereal ; also by wounds, as has been observed ; but 
I believe always previously producing ulceration in the wound. 

Many other modes of infection have been supposed, but I believe er- 
roneously; such suppositions most probably having taken their risjS 
from ignorance or deceit, two great sources of error in this disease. 

It is most likely that contamination takes place about the beginning 
of the local complaints, especially when from a chancre : for there is in 
laost cases less chance of its happening afterwards, because the patient 
commonly flies to medicine, which generally becomes a prevention of 
contamination. For if it could take place through the whole lime of 
the cure, we should have the parts contaminated at different periods, 
coming into actipnat d fferent times, each according to its stated time, 
although in similar parts both in their nature and other circumstances; 
but as these similar parts do not vary much in their times of coming 
into action, it is reasonable to suppose they were contaminated at or 
near the same time, and therefore that no contamination was taking place 
in the time df the cure, although we may suppose absorption to be go^ 
ing on equally then as at any other time. 

In cases of contamination from a gonorrhoea where no mercury has 
been taken, we might expect this irregularity in similar structures; but 
as contamination so seldom takes place in this way, we have not a chance 
of great variety from such ; however it would be woith while to ascer- 
tain the matter, which from a great many cases might be done. 

Without being very exact in ascertaining the different proportions in 
those who have the lues venerea that originates from the three several 
modes above described, I think one may venture to say from general 
practice or experience, that where one contracts it from the firal cause, 
that is, where no local effects have been produced, an hundred have it 
from the second, or gonorrhcea ; and where one has it from the second, 
an hundred have it from the third, or chancre ; and perhaps not one in 
five hundred who have connection with venereal women, have it m 
the first way, and not one in an hundred have it from the second ; while 



$0$ OF THE LUES VENEREA. 

not 6nc in an hundred would escape having it frond the third, iPthe 

* * • _ 

*i>ieans of prevention were not made use. of in the common method of 
jcute of chancre. 

I. OF THE NATURE OF THE SORES OR ULCERS PROCEEDING 

FROM THE LUES VENEREA. 

In conseq^uence of the blood being contaminated with real venereal 
pus, it might naturally be supposed that the local effects arising there- 
from would be the same with the original which produced chem; but 
from observation and experiment I have reason to believe that they 
are not. 

. In considering this subject we may first observe, that local effects 
frort) the constitution are all of one species, that is ulcers, let the surface 
upon which they appear be what it will, whether the throat or common 
skin, which is not the case in the local application of the matter in 
gonorrhoea and chancre ; for there I observed that it produced effects 
according to the nature of the surfaces; Now if the matter wh^ in the 
constitution were to act upon the sai'ne specific principles with that 
which is applied, we should have gonorrhoeas when it attacked a canal ; 
sores or chancres when it attacked other .smfaces ; but it has never 
been yet known to produce a gonorrhoea from the constitution, though 
this has indeed been suspected. For some gonorrhoeas in which it has 
not been clear how they were contracted,^ and which did not easily give 
way to the common methods of cure^ have been supposed to have 
arisen from the constitution. Whenever the disease affects the mouth 
and nose, it has always been looked upon as producing a true chancre; 
yet even here I find that such ulcers in their first appearance ar6 veiy 
different from chancres. 1 he true chancre, I observed, pmduces con* 
siderable inflammation, which of course brings on quickly suppuration^ 
attended often with a great deal of pain ; but the local effects from the 
constitution are slow in their (wogresst attended with little inflammation, 
and are seldom or ever paipfuli except in particular parts. Hovixver, 
this sluggishness in the effects of the poison is more or less recording to 
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the natdreof the parts which become diseased; for when the tonsils^ 
uvula, or nose- are affectedi its progress is rapid, and the sores have 
more of the chancre in their appearance than when it aiFects the skin ; 
yet I do not think that the inflammation is so great in them as in 
chancres that are ulcerating equally fast. 

It has been supposed that even all the secretions from the contami* 
nated blood could be affected so as to produce a likd poison in them ; 
arid as the parts of generation are thrown in the way of receiving it, 
when fresh contracted, so they still lie under the censure of having, it 
returned upon them from the constitution. Hence it has been sup* 
posed that the testicles and vesicular seminales may be affected with 
the disease; the semen may become venereal, may communicate the 
disease to others, and after impregnation may even grow into a pocky 
child : but all this is without foundation ; otherwise, when a person 
has the lues venerea, no secreting surface could be free from the state 
of a gonorrhoea, nor could any sore be other than venereal. Contrary 
to all which the secretions are the same as before; and if a sore is pro* 
duced by any other; means in a sound part^ that sore is not venereaJi 
nor the matter poisonous, although formed from the same bloods. 

The saliva in the case of a mad dog being a natural secretion ren- 
dered poisonous,' may be brought as an argument in contradiction to 
this theory; yet it is easily accounted for, and might be produced 
rather as an argument in support of it. In the dog there is an irritation 
peculiar to the hydrophobia in the salivary glands ; but the other and 
natural* secretions of the same dpg^ are not capable of giving this infec- 
tion^ because they are not susceptible of the hydrophobiacal irritation^ 
and therefore have it not. 

The breath and sweat are supposed to cairy along with them coxjita- 
gioo. The milk of the breast is supposed to be capable of containing 
venereal poison, and of affecting the child who sucks it; but there are 
several reasons which overturn these opinions. First, we find that no' 
secretion is affected by this poison, excepting where the secreting organs 
have been previously affected with venereal inflammation or irritation, 
or its specific mode of action. Again, if they were contaminated so as 
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to prodace matter similar to that of an ulcer in the throat, such matter 
lYOuld not be poisonous, nor possess a power of communicating the dis- 
ease, as will be explained more fully hereafter. Further, true venereal 
matter, even when taken into the stomach, does not affect either the 
stomach or constitution, but is digested ; as was evident in the two foU 
lowing cases : 

A gentleman who had chancres which discharged largely, used to 
wash the parts with milk in a teaK:up with some lint, and generally let 
the lint lie in the cup in the milk. A little boy in the house stole the 
milk and drank it, but whether or not he swallowed the lint was not 
known. No notice was taken of this by the gentleman either to the 
family or the boy ; and attention, unknown to the family, was paid to 
the boy even for years, but nothing happened that could give the least 
suspicion of its having affected him either locally in the stomach or 
constitutionally. 

A gentleman had a most violent gonwrhcea, in which both the 
inflammation and the discharge were remarkably great. He had 
also a chordee which was very troublesome at night when in bed* 
In order to cool the parts and keep them clean he had a small bason 
of milk by the bed side, in which, when the chordee was trouble- 
some, he got up and dipped or washed the penis. This operation he' 
frequently repeatedin the night. Under such complaints he allowed a 
young lady to sleep with him. Her cusiom was to have by the bed 
side a bason of tea to drink in the morning before she got up; but 
she drank one morning the milk instead of the tea. This was not 
known till she got up, which was five or six hours after, I was sent 
for directly, and in the mean time she endeavoured to vomit, but 
could not. When I came 1 ordered ipecacuanha, which was to be sent 
for, and which is slow in its operation. She vomited, but it was mere 
than eight hours after drinking the milk and water, and what came up 
was nothing but slime, mucus, or water, the milk being digested. I was 
attentive to what might follow, but nothing uncommon happened, at 
least for many months. 
U is also supposed, that a foetus in the womb of a pocky mother may 
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be infected and have the disease from her, as it were naturally inter- 
woven with it. This I should doubt very much, both from Mchat may 
be observed of the se^retionsi and from finding that even the matter 
from such constitutional inflammation is not capsd^le of communicating 
the disease as before me^itioned. However, one can conceive the bare 
possibility of a child being affected in the womb of a pocky mother, 
npt indeed, from the disease of the mother, but from a part of the same 
ngtattfir which, contaminated the-fnother and was absorbed by her; and 
whether irritating her solids to action or not may possibly be conveyed 
to the dbild, puiie as absorbed; and if so, it may affect the child exactly 
in the same way; it did or might have done the mother. This idea has 
been carried still further; for it has been supposed that such a contami* 
nated child could contaminate the breasts of a clean woman by sucking 
hert the possibility of which will be considered presently. We may 
%>bserve, that even the blood of a pocky person has no power of con- 
taminating» and is not capable of giving the disease to another even by 
inocillation ; for if it were capable of irritating a sound sore to a vene* 
real inflammation, no person that had this matter circulating, or had 
the lues venerea, could escape having a venereal sore whenever he is 
bled or receives a scratch with a pin, the part so wounded turning 
into a. chancre. For if venereal matter had been on the point of the 
lancet, or on the point of the pin, the punctures would have become 
chancres. 

11. OF THE MATTER FROM SORES IN THE LUES VENEREA 
COMPARED WITH THAT FROM CHANCRES AND BUBOES. 

When the matter lias got into the constitution, it from thence produces 
many local effects on different parts of the body, which are in general a 
kind of inflammation, or at least an increased action occasioning a sup- 
puration of its own kind ; it is supposed that the matter produced in 
consequence of these inflammations, similar to the matter from a gonor- 
rhoea or chancre, is also venereal and poisonous^ This I believe till 
now has never been denied ; and upon the fiist view of the subject 
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one would be inclined to suppose that k really should be venereal ; 
for, firsti the venereal matter is the catuse ; and again, the same treatment 
cures both diseases ; thus mercury cure^ both a chancre and a lues ve- 
nerea; however this is no decisive proof, as mercury cures many dis- 
eased besides the venereal. . On the other hand there are niany strong 
reasons for believing that the matter iii not venereal. There is one 
curious fact which shows it is either not venereal j or if it be, that h is 
not capable oF acting in some respects on the sa:me body or same state 
of constitution as that matter does which is produced from a chancre or 
gonorrhoea. The pus from these latter when absorbed generally pro* 
duces a bubo, as has been described ; but we never find a bubo from 
the absorption of matter from a pocky sore ; ' for instance, when there 
is a venereal ulcer in the throat, we have no buboes in the glands of 
the neck ; when there are venereal sores on the arms, or even suppurat* 
ing nodes on ihe ulna, there are no swellings of the glands of the arm- * 
pit; although such will take place if fresh venereal matter is applied 
to a common sore on the arm, hand, or fingers. No swelling takes place 
in the glands of the groin from either nodes or blotches on the legs and 
thighs. It may be supposed that there is no absorption going on from 
such sores; but I think we have no grounds for such supposition. Its 
mode of irritation, or the action of the parts affected, is vtry different 
from what happens in the chancre, gonorrhoea ot^ bubo, being hardly 
attended with inflammation, which in them is generally violent* 

It might be supposed that a constitution truly and universally pocky, 
is not to be affected locally by the same species of matter; but fmm 
the following experiments it would appear that matter from a gonor- 
rhoea or chancre is capable of affecting a man locally that is already 
poxed ; and that matter from pocky sores, arising from the constitution, 
has not that power. 

A man had been affected with the venereal disease a long time, and 
had been several times salivated, but the disease still broke out anew. 
He was taken into St. George's Hospital, affected with a number of 
pocky sores; and before I put him under a mercurial course I made 
ihe following experiment : I took some matter from one of the sores 
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optm* the point ot a lancet, and made: ibneesmnU tromcii ttpon the' 
back^'whfre the skmwjnraiobtli tvd!SOiiiodi<leepedQi^ 
I made a wound similar to the other U1M0, with a cleaifc Jmoct, tlie four 
tmunds making a qiMdrangle; 'bmt all the wxiusids Isiiod 4i|s^d none 
dr them ever appeiared after. '; 

This experiment I have repeated more than once, and with the same 
rfesuh ; it shows that a pocky persob cannot^be tiiFeoted Ideally with the 
matter proceeding fi%>m the sore produced hy the allies venerea. But 
to see -how far real venereal matter ivas capable of rproducing i^h^ocres 
otk a pedcy penson, I made the following experimeDt^ 
' A man who ivad venereal blotdies on many parts of his skin, was 
faioculated in souiod parts wkh inalter frdm a chascrfs, add aiso with 
matter from iiii own sores. The ^roaods impregoftded with thfe matter 
irem the chancres became chancres, but llsc btbecs liealed up. Here 
tftien was a venereal constitution capabfe of being afieoted ioca^Jy with, 
fresh venereal fnatter. This experiment I h4ve likewtfl^ repeated more 
than once, and always with Ohe «anK effect. 

I ordered a person aft St. Geoi^es Hospital to be inoculated with the 
matter talcen from a well marked venereal ulcer on the tonsil, and also 
with matter from a gonorrhoea, which produced the sacse effects 4ks in 
the preceding experiment ; tbat is, the matter frcoA the goporrbcea pro* 
duced a chancre, but that from the tonsil bad no efiisict. 

A woman, aged twenty-five, came into St. George's Hospital, Ai.^-ii9t 
5^i , 1 7^2, with ^scrres on her legs, and blotches over her body. Uer Jaus* 
band was a soldier. He gave her the venereal disease, December 1 781. 
Her ^symptoms then were a 'discbarge from the vagpaa, and » amall 
induing of the glands of the groin, which were pa&nfiiL She had taken 
some pills, supposed to be mercurial, to the nomber^of thirty. February 
1782, about tbree months after being infected, 'dMe discliiiiige sCepped» 
but the swelling, which hard been 'gi^adually iacreastiig ever since its 
fiffit appearance, had uow suppurated. She appKed aome ointment to 
it which was brought her by her husbaoxd^ And in tfxe ^months it .got 
5nfQ, that is, ra April 1 7 82. After the htH^o %qL w«U, a fdiscbarge from 
ihe vagfna came on, for which the .i^ak lOKxrA xxf die same pills slie had 

Ss . 



I 



3 14- OP TfifE tOES VENEREA. 

taken beforei to the number of thirty. After thisr time blotches earner 
out over her whole body $ «ome of which about her legs, under her 
arms, and upon her nipples^ ulcerated. * 

TwitiS) whidh she bore at eight monChs, in M&rch 1782s ^t the time 
the bubo was healing, had blotches upon them at their birth, and died 
soon after. 

Another girl, about two years old, whom she suckled, was also co*^ 
vered with blotches when she came to the hospital. 

To ascertain whether her secondary ulcers were infectious,, that is» 
whether (he matter of them would htive (he specific effects of venereal 
ma(ter, she was inoculated with some matter from one of her own ul« 
cers, ^nd with some matter from a bubo of another person where mer- 
cury had not been used. This was done September 18, 1 782- Septeni* 
ber 19, the puncture Where she was inoculated with her own matter 
gave her pain three hours from the time of inoculation, and the day 
following it inflamed a little. The other had not then inflamed at all. 

September 20, both the punctures had suppurated, and had the ap- 
pearance of a smallpox pustule; they spread considerably, abd were 
attended with a good deal of inflammation. That from her own matter 
healed with common poultices^ and ointments without mercury; but 
the other, although treated in a sknilar way, continued in the same state^ 
attended with much pain and inflammation. 

September 22, the child was inoculated with some matter from one 
of its own ulcers, and with some common pus« The punctures both in- 
flamed in a small degree, but neither of them suppurated. 

The mother and the child went into the salivation ward, October 21^ 
1 782 ; the child took no mercury. It was supposed that its gums be-» 
came a liitle sore, and the blotches got welU 

During the time that the mother was using mercury, the ulcer from 
inoculation began to get well, and all her venereal symptoms disap« 
peared. What shall we say to this case ? Were the blotches venereal? 
There was every leading circumstance to make us think so, whicfi was 
strengthened by the method of cure. If they were venereal, it strength-^ 
ens my opinion that the constitutional appearances of the disease do not 
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produce niatler of the same species (hat produced them. If it was not 
veDeceal^ then it shows we haveno absolutie rule by. which to judge in 
i^ch cases. « 

It has been supposed and asserted from observation, that ulcers in the 
mouths of children from a constitutional disease, whichi Constitutional 
disease was supposed to be derived from the parent, produced the same 
disease upon the nipples of women who had been sucked by them, giv- 
ing it, as it were^ at the third hand ; that is, the chjldr^n were contami- 
nated •either by their mothers or fathers having. the disease in form of 
a hies venerea: (of which L have endeavoured to show the impossibility) ; 
the child was the second, and the. nurse was the third- If» however, it 
were possible to contaminate once in this way,- it ^ould be possible ta 
contaminate for «ver. . .. . i . 

How far the observations upQQ whii?h the bj^foren^r^ioned opinion i% 
founded, have been made with suffic'ient. accuracy to overturn those 
which I made with a view to as<<ertain.the truth, I know not; but from^ 
aioore accurate investigation of some of those cases which were by most 
lof the faculty called. venereal, they appeared evidently not to be such: 
to. say .what they itere, «vi^ould lead us into the consideration of other 
diseases. The. following case may lessen our faith in the histories of 
such as have been supposed to bjev^^n^real. 

Before I.describe the case, I shall ^first mention some of the circum- 
stances leading to ic 

* A>cbil<i was supposed to infept its nur^.with tlie venereal disease. 
The parents had been Qiarried above 12 years when tl>is child vvas born. 
The faiher was a very fond husband» and the mother one of tlie milcfest 
and most affectionate women that could possibly exist. The father had 
a venereal gonorrhoea two years before he married, that is, fourteen 
years before the birth :of the child. About nine nwnths after marriage; 
th,0y bad achildtaild afterwards a second, both of which were extremely, 
healthy, at birth, and still cdntinue so. The mpiher fell into a weakly 
state, of health, and miscarried of her third cliild at the end of fiver 
monthp. The fourth child capie at seven months, but was puny, weak^ 
and had hardly any cuticle when born. It was immediately after birth 
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^ttkcktd with 2 vk>IeBt disorder In the bowels so as to pMge bloodL 
It died m a few days and wtis opened by rae; The whole skta watf 
almost one excoriated surface. The intestines were violently isftamed 
and thickened. 

With her fifth dhild; from great care, she went eight months, and it 
was now hoped that she might go the full time, and al$o4hat this child 
might be more heai%hy thatl the fonner. When she was delivered, tho 
child was very thin, but free from atiy visible complaint. 

Some days after birth it became blistered in a vast number of pbce» 
on its body, which blisters were filled with a kind of maUer, and when 
they' broke they discharged a thinnisb pus. The inside of the moull» 
was in the same condition.. Bark was given to the nurse. Bark n\ wilk 
was given to the child by the mouth, and it was fomented with decoc^r 
tion of batk ; but in about three weeks after birth it died. 

Some weeks after the death of the child, the nurse V nipple, and the 
i^f ng round the nipple, inflamed, and sores or ulcers wiere formed with 
a circumscribed base.* They were poulticed, but without benefit. Sk* 
also complained of a sore throat, but the sensation- sb^compk^ined oC 
was so low in the throat that nothing diseased could b^ se^n. A SMreU 
ling took place in tli6 glands of the aroi'pit, but they did noisuj^uratw 
She applied to a physician, and Irditi thb accQudt she gave, he piO<^ 
nounced her disease to be venereal, and that she had given suck to a 
foul child; and ordered ten boxes of mercurial ointment to be' Fttbbe<i 
in on her legs and thighs, eight d( which had been used when I saw 
her, and then her mouth was become extremely sore. 
!' These circumstances came to the ears of the family, and an alarm 
look place. The husband went from surgeon to surgeon, and frbm phy* 
sician to physician to know if it was possible for him to have the dis* 
ease for fourteen years, and never to have perceived a single symptom 
of it in all that time : or if it was possible he could gel children with 
the disease now, when the two first were healthy. He also wa^d to 
know, if it was possible for bis wife to have caught the disease from 
under such circumstances ; and also, if she could b^reed childr^i^ with 

e Shf b*d but one breait that gave milk. 
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this, dapmst^ ahhougb $h» h««$«if iMver h»d a Singk sytapkQm of U. If 
we take all the above mentioned Qircumstaoces sa £i<:t3« it wa9 impossi-- 
Ue there could be. any thing veoer eal in the case ; but aa they could 
not he abfioJutdy proved to he fael9». ([b«re «e«ain«d a doubt in th.t 
tnibdi a sdnaethiug stiir to be proved . 

* hknr let us; see what the resuli of ibe case: ilself says. The nuxse's 
inout^ was -hcicomet ^retnely sjore> from Che mercury when I first saw 
heft r desired that lit. Pott might see he« along with me ; and it was the 
opinion of us both, that the sores oa the nipple, and round it weK« mt 
yf^eroat; hut it was alledged, that as she. had taked mejfcury, th^r not 
having a Yenereai .appearance now was owing to that cause. Tht harlr 
W9i givan, as. also the^samaparilla, but the sores did not heal, nor did 
they gjst worse; •noF* did the mouth get better by leaving off the m.ei> 
tiury ; they belih^ as it were^ became stationary. I ordered the hem.loQlc» 
butt ithat appeared to have no effect. While this was going on, eruptiona 
broke xwl;; on the skinJ The skia of the hands and fingers peeled off, 
(h« nAi^s oif bbth iingei& and toe» separated^ and sores formed abouit 
th<(ir feots^ wbidh w^e aU supposed (by many) tip be venereal. But 
tome oC ihfim appearing while the con^titntion wa» full qC m^mnvyy^xid 
Pthsffs^ disappearing witlK^ut aoy further use of that medicioQ» I way 
ek»T they were voti. We suspQCted . that h«r mode of living was such 
sis; contributed greatly to the continuance of her first complaint, and 
gave rise to the new ones; she Ipoked dejected and sallow. She was 
d^ired to go into, an hospitaU which $h« did^ A9 soon as she got into 
a warm bed^ and had good wholesome, food, she began to mendt and ia 
about fiv«i orsix weeks, she had. got fat and almost well^ the sore only 
aboAUt the loot of the nail of the great toe had not healed; but that 
feippeared now to be owing to the root of the nail beibg detachedi there^ 
fore acting as an extraneous body. She came oud of the hospital before 
this toe had got well, and by returning ta her old poor mode of livin^g 
the scMreness in the mouth returned ; however fkhfi mended in the end 
without the use of more mercury. 

This case I shall further consider when on diseases resemblii^ this 
venereal.. 
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The following case will further prove that we often suspect complaints 
to be venereal when they really are not. i ;^ ' 

i A gentleman had for some time blotches on his skin« The face, 
arms, legs and thighs, were in many places covered with them, and they 
were in their different stages of violence. In this: situation he applied 
to me; and I must own they had a very . suspicious appearance* ^ I 
asked him what he supposed these blotches were; he ^d he supposed 
them to be venereal. I a&ked him when he had a recent venereaL com- 
plaint ; he told me not for above twelve months. I then asked him 
how long lie had had the blotches; and the answer was, abovie six 
months. As this was a sufficient time for making dbservatioos upon 
them that might ascertain better than ihe, mere appeahance what they 
-were, I asked him if any of the blxitches^ that came fii'st had disappeatPed 
in^ that time » and he said many ; I desired to :see where those liaid 
been; and on examining I found only a discoloured skin, cpnlmon to 
the healing of superficial sores. - 1 then declaredftb him that they^wefe 
not venereal, for none would have disappeated if they had; He now 
informed me, that he had been taking meridury ; and-thu inforAiation 
obliged me to have recourse to further inquiries^ and (. cbersfoFe asked 
him, whether, while he was taking mercury, many of the first got ^ell ; 
The answer was, yes. And was the cure of those imputed to the mer^ 
cury ? This atibwer was again, yes. I then iisked htm, it^ while he was 
taking the mercury, which appeared to have cured some/did tiiosethat 
now remain, arise? Yes. My next question was, how l^ng had he 
taken mercury ? He 'said for six montlis. I then declared they wera 
not venereal, nor ever had been venereal. I asked him, what, was now 
the opinion of his surgeon? He said that his. opinion still was; that 
they were venereal, and that he should go on with the mercury; I 
advised him to take no medicines whatever: to live well, avoiding^x» 
cessi and to con>e to me in tbrie weeks ; which he did, and then he was 
5>erf6ctly well, only the skin was stained where the blotclus Imd Jjedii 
He now asked me, what he was next to do ? I told him he might go to 
the ,sea and bathe for a month. This he did, and returned well and 
healthy, and has continued so. The impropriety of giving. mm*cury 
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where fhe case is hot' venereal; to indulge the wishes of the patient, is 
ebviouS', since it ift confirming his suspicions, injuring his constitution, 
•and when the medicine fails, making him jbelieve himself incurable, 
^ince,' the symptoms have not yielded to the only medicine capable, in 
his opinion, of removing them. 



IIL OF THE LOCAL EFFECTS ARISING FROM THE CONSTITU- 
. TiON CONSIDERED AS CRITIC AL~SYMPT0MAT1G FEVER. 

\ 

How far the eruptions or local effects of this disease arising from the 
constitution are an effort of nature to clear herself of this disease, is not 
certain. I observed, that a gonorrhoea might be produced by a general 
law in the animal ceconomy by which it endeavours to relieve itself of 
the irritation by producing a discharge ; and that in chancres a breach 
is made in the solids for the same purpose, although this purpose is not 
answered in either ; nature not having a provision against this poison. 
But how far a similar attempt takes place in a lues venerea I do not 
know ; and if it was upon the same principle, the same reason might 
be expected to be given, why the constitution is not capable of relieving 
itself in the present instance that was given when treating of the pri- 
mary affections, because in this as it was in the other, the matter formed 
might be supposed to be venereal ; and therefore by being absorbed by 
the very surface which produced it as in a chancre, it might keep up 
the constitutional disease. If this were really the case it would be very 
different from many other specific diseases ; for the reason why many 
specific diseases cure themselves is, that the irritation cannot last beyond 
a stated time ; and also that in many, the patient is never susceptible 
of the same disease a second time^ as in the small^pox. If this was not 
the case, a person once having the small-pox would always have them; 
for according to one supposition, that absorption of ita own pus keeps 
up the disease; and according to another, that the irritation never 
wears itself out, the patient would either never be free, or have them 
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¥ep<wted^ for ever; For his own ttaitcr lAxniMftvc tjie difseasca soeond 
tini6) ^ third Ulnae, and so on.* But the, venek^fal ifi^tt^ when Uka» 
kite tbe constitulioTi prodiacet an iml£&tfOn)Wfait;h 49icapabl€ ofrbciog 
«>Hl$»u€id md^pendent of a cciitisMa^e trf* abseirption ; and the con- 
stitution has no power of relief ; therefore alttesvwere^ c<}ntixiues to 
encrease. This circumstance is perhaps one of the best distinguishing 
marks of the lues venera, for in its ulcers and blotches it is often imi< 
tated by bthdr diseases, which tiot havrng this property, will therefore 
heal and break out again ins6me otiier' pa!Ft ; dfse»^6s mwhidi^his 
happens show themselves not to be venereal ; however we are not to 
conclude, because they do iribt heal lof themselves ahd giVe way onfy to 
mercury, that ttierfcfore thtey are venereal, alifhough this circumMftnce 
joined to otlifers gives a strong pefKiitoption oftfheir1i>eing mtki. 

When the parts contatninkted assutne the venereal acl:ron, Ve com« 

monly find fever, restlessness or wiant off sleef>, and often headach; but 

1 believe that theSe symptoms afre rather peculiar to the ^Ksease when 

the second order of parts, thep^io&teum and'boneis, come itit^ act ion, 

although they are somcirmts foimd of the first. Do these symptoms 

ari^e from the local irritations a'fiecting the constitntion? And aiie t^ey 

toieiely sympathetic? Whatever the immediate cause tnay be, they 

never go off till the local irritations are removed. Ifes. fever at fittt 

lias niucli'the a^pekrahce df the rheffmatic ¥ever, anJd after a time it 

.partakes a good deal of ^he nature 'of the hectic. 

•" 'l^hese symptoms often fake place independent t)f or 4*nattei)ded by 

>ny local action; and when that is the case, it becomes very micertain 

wliat the disease is ; for ^fe may observe, t%at in the proofed any point 

whicTi cannot be made out diret^ly, it is't'he concnrreooe of ^womia- 

^standes that becomes the proof. Many of th^sfc symptoAis ^ve w^ to 

merciity, which* is probably (!he only concm'rrng circum^tanoe atMnd- 

' • • - ■ • . . . - — 

'^ t^hfs^dr^iim^ladee alooe ista'tlFong prodf that ^qpleoanoot -have the saiaII<«pox lit ice, 
at least at any diMance of 4iDie betweeoi if they bad fair eruptions the firA titne; for if the 
consiitutioD was not so altered as not to be susceptible of this irritation a secpnil tioiej a per- 
son woulil We tb^mitodK^ditiidlyupdnihe gbing'dffdrtbe'fiist. 
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ing this complaint that is a proof of its being venereal.* It rather 
however appears to be against this idea, (bat for the most part a much 
smaller quantity is sufficient for the cure of such svmptoms thau what 
is necessary for the cure of local complaints. But if mercury always 
. cured them, it would not be very material what they were ^called* It 
is worth consideration however, how far the venereal poison, when in 
the constitution does or does not always produce loc^l effects; that it, in 
general, does, we are certain; but whether it i9 ever a cause of constitu- 
tional symptoms, simply, such as , loss of appetite, wasting, debility, 
want of sleep, and fever, at last becoming hectic^ is uncertain ; and it 
is also uncertain if it is ever capable of producing local actions from 
irritations only without an alteration of the^ structure of the parts irri- 
tated, as cough, secretion from the lungs, purging, headachs,* sickness, 
pains in different parts of the body like rfaetiilnatic pains, but qot from 
an alteration of the structure of the part taking place, as beginning 
nodes. If such effects take place, we must in such a case rely entirely 
on the history of the disease, and pronounce according to probability. 
Such complaints come oftener under the management of the physician 
than the surgeon, to whom I would recommend a particular attention 
to this subject. 

The fever in consequence of the venereal irritation, like most other 
fevers, deranges the constitution, M^hich, tbereupon,assumes suqh actions 
as it has the gif'eat^st tendency to. It is capable of producing glandular 
swellings in many parts of the body, and probably many of the nodes, 
that arise in the time of this fever, may proceed froin the fever j and 
similar to evety such effect from whatever cause it does not partake of 
the disease which produced it, for it is not venereal : it only takes place 
in constitutions very susceptible of such action where the predisposing 
cause is strong and probably at seasons most fitted to produce it, only 
waiting the immediate cause to putthem into action, such will and do go 
away of themselves when the predisposing cause ceases, such as season. 

• < » 

^ Here it is to be understood^ that baying bad the disease in the fonn of gouorrhcea pr 
chancre, is not to be considered as strong evidence. 

Tt 
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IV. OF THE LOCAL AND CONSTTITUTIONAL FORMS OF THE 
DISEASE NEVER INTERFERING WITH ONE ANOTHER. 

I OBSERVED when treating of the gonorrhoea, and chancre, that they do. 
not interfere when occurring in the .same person, the one neither in- 
creasing the symptoms, nor retardiug the cure of the other. And it 
may also be observed, that Uie cbaBcre or gonorrhoea and the constitu- 
tional form of the disease meeting in the same person do not interfere 
)with each other, either in their symptoms or cure;, therefore a man 
may have any one of tlie Icinds, and then get another without iacreas- 
ing the fiiyt, or harving the last. increased by the first. 

To explain these effects mor^e fully, let me observe, that if a man 

has agonorrlitta, and a chancre' appiedrs some days aiter, the chancre 

doecn'oot either increase or diminish the gMiorrhooa. Again, if a man 

has either a gonorrhoea, a chancre, or both, jind a lues venerea ensue in 

^eonsequenee of either of these, neither the gonorrhoea nor chancre is 

SLSkdt/d by it. If a man. has a lues venerea and gets either a gonomfbo^, 

or chancre, or both, neitJber of them ^^ffects tlie lues veoere^i nor are 

their symptoms the worse. Nor is the cure of either stiiglyi retarded 

by the presence of tlie other; for a gonorrhoea is as easily cured when 

^Hfher-e are chancr:es» as when there are none,teven although the chancres 

aiFenot attempie4(to be cured; and a^cihancre may be cured locally in* 

dependent of the gonorrhoea. Further, a gonorrhoea, chancre, or both, 

may be as easily cured, when (he constitution is poxed either by them, 

or previous to their appearance, as when the person is in perfect 

health; but the chancre has this advantage, that the constitution can* 

noibe cured without its bfSiQg Ukewise cured. 

The ^onorrhoe^ ainl chancre indexed so far influence onci ^notber^ as 
the one can be io some degree a Muse of prevention of ihe. other^ as bOa 
been already observed ; but rbelieyie that this circumstdticG does, not 
assist in the cure of either, yet I could conceive it might, each acting as 
a derivator to the other, without increasing its own specific mbde of 
action. 
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V. OF THE SUFPOSEO TERMINATION OF THE LUES VENEREA 

IN OTHER DISEASES- 



This disease seldom or ever interferes with other disorders, or runs intcij 
or terminates in any other, although it has been very much acdu€ied. oft 
doing so; for a termination of one disease in- another, as I understand 
the expression, must always be a cure of the one terminated ; but the) 
venereal disease never terminates till the prop^ren^dy is applied, and' 
therefore never can run into any otiier disease. ' , ^ \ - :<[ 

That venereal complaints may be the cause of olhei'S, I think islinery 
probable. I have seen a chancre the immediate cause of an: erisypela^ 
tons inflammation^, but the venereal did not terminate in the< erisy|>e-' 
latous inflammation, for if it had, tbedhancre would have been curcd^r 
nor was the erisr^pelatous inflammation venereal; the chancre only* 
acted here as a common irritator, independent of the specific quality o& 
the disease as a cause. I have known a venereal bubo become a soro^i 
fulous sore as soon as the* venereal action was destroyed by mercury : 
this was not a venereal terminating in a scrofulous affection, for in such 
a view-the scrofula must have cured the venereal. The venereal disease* 
would seem only to partake of the nature of such disorders as the coui- 
stitntfon was previously disposed to, and may push into actbn the* 
causes of these disorders. The same observation and mode of reasoning 
holds* equally good with respect to other diseases. The common symp* 
toms, however, of the lues venerea, though in some degree according to 
tlie constitution, are not so much so as either in the chancre, or the go 
norrhcea ; for the lues venerea is attended with very little inflammation, 
which, in general, partakes much more of the nature of the constitution 
than any other diseased action. 



au OF THE LUES venhiea; 



VL OF tHE SPECIFIC DISTANCE OF THE VENEREAL 

INFLAMMATION. 

1 have already observed, that many specific diseases/as also those arising 
fVoib poison, have their local effects confined to certain distances, which 
1 have called their local specific distance; and it would appear from 
observation, that the venereal irritation and inflammation, of whatever 
Uind it .may be, is guided by this principle; for it seldom extends far 
beyond the surface that receives it ; the neighbouring part not having 
ateudediey to sympathise, or run easily into this kind of inflammation. 
This is the reason .why< we find a gonorrhoea for weeks .confined to one * 
spot in the urethra in men, and for months to the vagina in women, not 
extending farther in either. In chancres, also, the iuilammation is con- 
fined tO'the seat of the sore, without becoming so diffused as when from 
common accidents. As a further proof of this fact, we find it is also con* 
fined to the glands of the groin, in cases of buboes, till matter is formed 
in them; which matter acts as a common irritator, and the 9pecific is 
in some degree lost, and then the inflammation becomes somewhat more 
diffued, as happens in common inflammation. We also see that the same . 
thing happens in venereal ulcers when they arise from the constitution; 
their size is at first but small, and they are merely local ; but as the 
disease encreases, the size encrcascs ; but siiil they remain circum^ 
scribed, not becoming diffused. Perhaps all poisons and specific diseases 
agree in this property of having their inflammation limited and circum- 
scribed in a manner peculiar to themselves^ for we find that the inflam* 
niation of the small-pox, measles, and chicken-pox, is each circumscribed 
in lis own way. From hence it must appear, that the human body in 
general is not so susceptible of specific irritations as it is of the common, 
or what may be called thp natural. But we must also consider, that the 
common inflammation, in very healthy constitutions, has its specific dis- 
tance, although not so determined or circumscribed as is that of the 
specific in such constitutions ; therefore we may reasonably suppose, that 
such healthy constitutions are the furthest in disposition from the 
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inflamftiatory action; and we may also suppose still more so from the 
specific. What would appear to strengthen this idea is, that when the 
constiiutipn is such as readily goes into inflammation, the more readily 
does the ; infliinuoation spread, every part being susceptible of such 
action ; and we find that in many the specific also spreads, although not 
in so great a degree; from which we may suppose, that the specific is 
always a more confined mode of action. I have suspected, that when 
the bddy was.dispp^ed to increase the inflammation beyond the specific 
distance, it was of the erisypelatous kind, as was mentioned before, and 
which is to be attended to in the cure. 

VIL OF THE PAin'S MOST SUSCEPTIBLE OF THE LUES VENEREA 
— OF THE TIME AND MANNER IN WHICH THEY ARE AF- 
FECTED—WHAT IS MEANT BY CONTAMINATION, DISPOSI- 
TION AND ACTION— SUMMARY OF THE DOCTRINE. 

• 

Wu£N I assigned the causes for so great a difference in the effects of the 
same poison upon two different surfaces, as forming the gonorrhoea and. 
chancre, I then said I did not know whether similar surfaces in every 
part of the body were equally susceptible of this irritation, having but 
few comparative trials of the direct application of the poison to other 
parts besides those of generation. But it would appear that some parts 
of the body are much less susceptible of the lue^ venerea than others ; . 
and not only so, but many parts, so far as we know, are not susceptible 
of it at all. For we have not yet bad every part of the body affected ; 
we have not seen the brain affected, the heart, stomach, liver^ kidneys, 
nor other viscera, although such cases are described in authors. But as 
there are different orders of parts respecting the times of the disease 
appearing, and as the person commonly flies to relief upon the first or . 
second appearances, it may be supposed that the whole disease in the parts 
actually affected is cured before the other parts have had time to com^ . 
into action, which will therefore be cured under the state of a disposi* 
tion only, if we can conceive that a cure can take place before parts have 
come into action. But if the parts visibly affected are cured while those. 
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only disposed are not, and after^^'ards come into aCftilm, th«y^ wmid £orn» 
a second order respecting lin>e; and if ihe<$e agliiiv ai^*cured, and otber 
pails under a disposition should come-iuta. action^ such- would form a 
thifd order of parts respecting time. The lungs haye* been believed to 
liave been afiTecled with the venereal diseaae^botbfromtl^ circufiistances 
preceding the complaint, and fmm the complaint itseif' being cured by 
mercury; and their being affected when>the other viscera' are not, may 
arise fnom their being in some degree ad external suifacei aswillbe ex^ 
plained hereafter. 

It is this forfn of the disease, therefore^ that givesus the comparative 
susceptibility of parts both for disposition and action. For we must sup- 
pose/that all parts are equally and at once exposed to the action of the 
poison; hut though there may be various degrees of - sxisceptibility, it 
ivjll be sufficient for practice to divide them intp two, under the follow* 
ing appellations o{ first in order ^ and second in order^ to which we may 
add the intermediate. 

Whether the parts that are really first affected are naturally more 
easily affected by this kind of irritation, or that sOme other circumstance 
which belongs to these parts is the cause, cannot be ^absolutely deter^ 
mined ; but from considering the matter attentiy^ely, it would appear to 
be-owing to som(sthing foreign to the constitution, and also notdepend- 
iiig on the nature of the parts themselves ; for if we take a view of all 
the parts that are first affected by this disease when arisingTrom the 
constiltnion) which 1 shall suppose are the parts most susceptible of itv 
we shall see that in the recent state of the disease these parts are sub^ 
ject to one general alfeaion, while there are similar parts of the body 
not affected by this disease, and not subject to this general aflSsaion. 
Probably the parts second in order may naturally be as susceptible of 
the irritation as those first in order; but not being under the influence 
of an irritating cause, they are later in coming into action; and there 
are also probably other causes in the nature of the parts themselves^ 
such as being indolent in all their acti<ms, and of course indolent in this, 
therefore later in coming into action. However, it is not universally the 
case that the parts which I have called first in order, are always soj on 
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the contrary,' wefihd tbat tliis 6rder is inverted id some cases, akhough 
but irareiy. We cafinot suppose that this diiference arises from any 
active pdiviet in the poison, nor any |)articular dinction of k^ but from 
properties'ia the parts themselTes ; for it may be allowed ui to suppose, 
that '^htfti^dris' matter has got into the ctrcuiation, it acts on all parts of 
the body with equal force ; that is, it is not determined to any one part 
m6rc than another by any general or particular power iki the animal 
machine ; nor is the nature of the poison such as will fall inaie readily 
on one partbfthe body than ^another, when.diey are all in similar cir- 
curiistcinces. That sorae* partSi therefore, are more readily affected by it 
than others, o^ing to. circumstances which are no part of the animal 
prtncij^lej dor of the poison ; and also that some parts of tlie body have 

^agreat^r'tt^ndencyftobe irritated by it than others, must be allowed. 

The parts that are affected by this form of the disease when in its early 
stage oriappearafice, which I have called first in order, are the skin, ton^ 
sIh,nosev throat, inside of the month, and sometimes the tongue.* When 
in its Interstate, the periosteum, fasciae, and bones come into action, and 
these rcafl 5fcon^ in order cf parts. Perhaps the bones come into action 
from the membrane being affected. 

' ThaC tre mav be able to- account in some measure for these similar 
effects as to time 'm ditt4Milar parts, such as the skin and the tonsils, 
two very differeiit kinds of) parts, let us consider in what circumstance 
they agree, and why they ^re more susceptible of this irritation than 
those parts that probably are naturally as much so, although tliey do not 
take it on so readily, such as the periofiieinn, fasciae, and lK>nes. 
' The most reAiarkabf^ circumstance, perhaps, to which the exterjaal 

'*»tlrface is expbsed,'and to«which (be imeitial is not, is t:old, or a suoces* 
sion of different ()tgrees of cotd. For we may observe in general, that 

# • 

^ Tbe toagte isr Terytolyect to \tvfe ulcers Ibnned on it, espeoiaUy oo its edges. Tliej 
. are seldom very l&j-^eyoor are ibey often either very foul, or have a bard basis : these are 
commonly supposed to be venereal; but I believe they seldom are. I do not know whether 
I ani| or not^ acqoaiuled with the disiiiigtiishing marks. I never saw bat one that [ suspected 
to be cillier venereal or cancerous, from its foul look and its hard ba^ts. It gave way readily 
to mercury ; therefore I supposed it to be venereal. 
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the atmosphere, in which we live is colder than the human body* in its 
usual temperature, therefore the skin, kc. is continually exposed to k 
cold greater than what the internal parts are; and we find that all those 
parts which are most exposed to this, admit of being much more 
e-jsily affected, or come more readily into action in this disease than the 
others. 

It is certain that cold has very powerful effects on the animal oeco- 
nomy. It would at least appear to have great. powers of disposing the 
body for receiving the venereal irritation^ and going readily on with it* 

From this idea we may account for several circumstances respecting 
this disease ; why the mouth, nose, and skin are the most frequently af-- 
fected by it, because they are most susceptible of it from the causes 
before mentioned, and for the same reason they come mdre readily rinto 
action. If this is a true solution, it also accounts for tho^^ second in 
order; for if the poison has contaminated both the order of parts as to 
the susceptibility and time of coming into action, it is n^tqn^l to sup- 
pose that those parts that are as it were, predisposed by thp common 
causes, and therefore most easily affeclcd« viz. the surfaces that are 
most exposed shall come first into action ; the parts ei^posed to cold in 
the next degree, forming the second in order, come next; into action^ 
such as bones, periosteum, fcc. but even in them it is not iu every bone 
alike, or every part alike in any one bpnej for it appe^uis firs^ia those 
that are in some measure \^ithia th/e powier of being affected by sym- 
pathy from application of cold to the .skin: we; find that when the 
deeper seated parts, or the parts second in order come into action, 
such as the periosteum or bones, it is first in these that are nearest the 
external surface of the body, such as thfi periosteum, or bones of the 
head, the tibia, ulna, bones of the nose,,fcc. nor does it affect these bones 
on all sides equally, but first on that side next the external surface* 
However, it would appear that in the bones there is another cause be- 
sides the vicissitudes of weather, why this disease should attack them ; 

* It is to be ^understood that this cannot hold good as an universal principle; it can only 
take place in the temperate and frigid zone ; for in the torrid the heat of the surroundiog 
atmosphere is sometimes greater than that of the human body. 
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tbt the periostaim of bones, or bones themselves, are not lisA>Ie to be 
di^ased on all parts in proportion to the distance from the skin, the 
periosteum which covers the ankles, or many of the joints being as near 
the external surface as many other parts of the periosteum or bOnes 
that are afiected. The nature of the bones themselves which are co< 
vered by that periosteum are somewhat different, they are softer in 
their texture, therefore they would seem to be affected in proportion to 
their nearness to the skin and hardne9s of the bones jointly; which 
would incline us to believe that the bones are more easily affected, and 
rather have some influence upon the periosteum in this disease, than 
the periosteum upon them ; and this susceptibility in the hard bones 
would appear to be in proportion to their quantity of earth and expo* 
9ure to ct>Id combined. 

It may be objected to this theory, that the fore part of the tibia, &a 
cannot be really colder than the back part ; but then it may be sup- 
posed, that it is not necessary that the part should be actually cold, but 
only within the power of sympathy. For a part that is not actually 
cold is capable of bein^ affected fix>m it sympathising with a cold part 
in the same manner as if actually cold ; although perhaps not in so 
gteat a degree, and therefore requires a longer time to come into action 
than if it were actually cold. We find, for example, that when the 
skin is actually cold, the muscles underneath are thrown into alternate 
action, so that we tremble, or our teeth chatter with cold, and yet it is 
possible that these muscles may not be colder at this time than any 
other; although it is most probable that they are really colder,* which 
will assist the po^er of sympathy. So far as cold can affect the actions 
of parts, so far also will the sympathising part be affected in proportion . 
as it is nearer to the parts actually cold ; therefore the deeper seated 
parts in the venereal disease are later in coming into action. 

The aclu^ cold parts come first into action, then those that are less 
so, and next those that are nearest in sympathy, and so on, except the 
parts first in order of susceptibility have beennoly partially cured, and 

* Vide PhUoiophical Transactioos, yd. 68^ part L page 7« 

Uu 
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thin their recurrence may correspond' with tbc action' of ihosc that am 
second in order of susceptibility, and all the parts will com.e into action 
together. W hat would seem to strengthen this opinion is, t4)e diff<erent 
efiecls that arise from different climates: in warm climalps the. ^djsjease 
seldom or ever arises to such a height as in cold climates ; it is niQvt/ slow 
in its progress and much more easy to cure, at le^sl if we m^y ^ve qife^ 
dit to the accounts we havQ received of the disease in such climates. 

Whether the difference in the time of appearance between thesupei> 
ficiai and deeper seated parts in warm climatfss is the same as in col4 
ones, i do not know; but from the above theory it should not be ' so 
great in the warni as in the cold climates*. 

Besides the causes already mentioned, it would appear that there ace 
others by which the lues venerea may be brought sooner into action 
than it otherwise would be if left entirely to the natuj^e of the «oii8titu- 
tion; for I think 1 have seen cases where fever ha^ brought it into ae*. 
tion when the disposition had been previously fqrmed. Like most other 
diseases to which there is a susceptibility o^ di&position, we find that, 
any disturbance in the constitution shall call it forth: scrofula, gout,, 
and rheumatism are often calJed forth iu this way. ; r * 

Having said that the deeper seated parts of the body come into action, 
later than those that are superficiiil, I shall now observe, that when the 
lues venerea has been cured so far as only tp^ remove the first actions^., 
but not to eradicate the disposition in the deeper seated parts, as has. 
been explained, under such circumstances of the disease, it, never attacks 
again the external, or the parts that were first affected, but only the. 
deeper seated parts which are second in order of time. The reason is, 
that the deeper seated parts had not assimaed the action at the time x>f 
the .cure of the first. 1 he following cases, selected from a great number 
of similar ones, will illustrate the doctrines we have laid down. 

In January 1 781, A. B.had connection with a woman, and two days 
after perceived an itching in the glans : at the end of four days he found 
chancres upon the prepuce. He took about twenty grains of calomel, 
and ihen applied to a surgeon, under whose care he remained three 
months, that is, till April. He thought himself nearly well, and went 
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Jrito the coutotiy, taking a few pills with him, and at the end of another 
mdnth believed himself perfectly cured. Three months after, th^t is in 
August, by laying in damp shaets he caught cold, and had considerable 
fever, for which' James's powders were given. Soon after taking that 
medicine, spots of a copper colour appeared upon his legs, and he had 
violent pains in his shin bones. By th6 order of a country surgeon he 
rubbed in about an ounce of mercurial ointment, and had a slight spit- 
ting ; the pain ceased, the spots disappeared, and in a month he again 
conceived himself to be well; this was in October 1781. In June 1782, 
he had the influenza : about a fortnight afterwards his left eye inflamed, 
and he had a pain in the head, and a noise in his ears. Five days after- 
wards his thr<yat became sore. Three weeks after the inflammation of 
his eye several pustules made their appearance near the anus. These 
symptoms remained till the 21st of August, when he came into St. 
George's Hospital. He rubbed in strong mercurial ointment till his 
mouth became sore ; he sweated very much ; the pain in his head re- 
mained, but the complaint in his eye, and about the anus, together with 
the sore throat, were totally removed. 

It would appear that in this case it required some additional power 
acting upon the body to dispose it more readily to assume the venereal 
action. That cold has a strong power of this kind we have allowed, 
which appears in this case to have been the first immediate cause ; but 
a fever appears to have been equally effectual in producing the second 
return of the symptoms. 

Here was the venereal disposition in the constitution from April 
1781, the time he was cured of the. local complaint, till June J 782, 
fourteen months after ; and then it reappeared eleven months aft^r ihati 
which periods might have been longer if it had not been called forth 
by the two circumstances of cold and fever. 

Let us consider how far this case corresponds with the opinion of the 
action^ being easier of cure tlian the disposition. The first action, that 
is, the chancres, were perfectly cured by the quantity of mercury he 
took at first, for they never recurred; but the venereal matter had pro- 
duced the disposition in the constitution^ which was not cured by the 
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same quantity of mercury, for blotches appeared three months after; 
but' all the parts that bad taken on the disposuioa 9X that time had not 
then come into action ; therefore only the parts which had come into 
action were cured by the second course of mercury; and the other 
parts which had not yet taken on the action, went on with the disposi- 
tion till the in^uenza (which happened eleven nKKiths after) brought 
them into action. The first class of pocky appearances were perfectly 
cured by the second course of mercury, as the local had been cured by 
the first ; for they never reappeared, not even with the seccmd. The 
second set of pocky symptoms, we have observed, appeared' to be per* 
fectly cured by the third course of mercury. How far there may be a 
third set of pocky symptoms to come forth, time can only tclU 

This case further proves that sometimes the second set of synaptoma 
appear firsts and the first second ; and also shews the difference in timea 
between the first pocky appearances after the heating of the locaU and 
between the second appearance of the symptoms after the healing o£ 
the first. 

A gentleman had a chancre in May 1781 : in the same month next 
3^ar, 1782, he had a gonorrhoea; and in May 17 85 he liad a sore 
throat. He had no connection with any woman from September 17^2,^ 
till May 1783, which was about a fortnight before his throat became 
sore, and had had no immediate local complaints. 

When I saw the throat first, I said it was not venereal } and he being 
rather of a hectic habit, was desired to go to Bristol. When at3ristol| 
an ulcer appeared at the root of the uvula, which made him immedi- 
ately come back to London. W hen 1 saw this ulcer i said it was vene* 
real. He now went through what I supposed was a sufiicient course of 
mercury, and all the venereal symptoms appeared to be cured. * He 
went into the country about the month of August; and about th^ be* 
ginning of January 1 784, viz. four months after the supposed cure, he 
felt a pain, together with a swelling, in his shin bones, for which he 

* I may remark here, that only the Tenereal alcer got well by the meircary, for the foroner 
cicorialioa of the thjroat coQiinaed, bat was afterwards coxed by bark and sarta| 
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went through sr csourse of mercury which removed both the pain suul 

the swelling. 

In this ease we have every reason to suppose that the disposition 
bad taken place in the bones, or tlieir covtrrings, from the same cause 
that afi'ected the uvula; but the uvula came first into action, being o£ 
the fii'st order of parts. Whether this was. really, tlie case or not, wc 
must allow that iu the parts second in order, the disposition, and not 
the action, did exist at the time when the disease in the uvula came inta 
action, as also at the. time when he went through a course of mercury 
sufficient to cure the uvula ; we must allow that the disposition was 
not removed by the quantity of mercury which was capable of re- 
moving the disease in the uvula. Froosi all which I would draw the 
following inferences in confirmation of the preceding doctrine; first, 
that the parts about the throat are capable of assuming the aetioa 
sooner than the bones ; secondly, it is probable that mercury can cure 
the action, and not the disposition ; and thirdly, that the venereal pus 
is not present in the circulation while the secondary aciions take pl^ce; 
for if it were, the parts first in order would stand an equal chance of 
being agaip contaminated, and of coming into action a second time ; 
supposing the venereal matter still to exist in the constitution after the 
parts, first thrown into action are absolutely cured,.so as to contamioatA 
the parxs that are second in order of action, we should certainly have 
the parts first in order take on the disease a second and even a third 
time,, and so on, while the second or third in order would be going 0Q« 
and only coming^ into their first action ; and therefore we might havet 
those that are fiist in order and those that are second in order in actioa> 
at the same time. This might be carried still further, for as it is possi- 
ble for the parts first in order of susceptibility to have the disease a; 
second time, while the parts second in order are under tiie infltience of 
the first infection, those first in order may be contaminated a secoiidr 
time from a new or fresh infection, which would be a lues venerea upooi 
a lues venerea, a case which certainly may happen. If the matter does 
really continue in the constitution, it would be natural to suppose that 
the parts most easily affected by it would remain so as long as the p^json^ 
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remained. It may indeed be alleged, that paits which have already 
been accustomed to this irritation and cured, are rendered by that 
means less susceptible of it. 

If the poison were still capable of circulating after lis visible effects 
were cured, then giving mercury in the time of a chancre can be of 
little service, as it can only assist in the cure of the chancre, but cannot 
preserve the constitution from infection, which does not agree with ex- 
perience; for practice informs us, that not one iii fifty would escape the 
lues venerea if the chancre were only cured locally ; so that mercury has 
the power of preventing a disposition from forming, and therefore ne- 
cessary to be given while we suppose absorption going on, or while 
there is matter that may be absorbed. 

Mercury, prior to the action, will not remove the disposition, and of 
course will not hinder the action coming on afterwards; however, it is 
possible, and most probable, tliat the medicine while it is present will 
hinder the action taking place ; so that no venereal complaints will 
take place while under the course of mercury, although the parts may 
be contaminated. 

This is not peculiar to the venereal disease, but common to many 
others, and in some it may be reversed, for there are diseases whose 
disposition can be cured, and therefore the action prevented by such 
medicliies as would rather increase the action if given in the timeof it: 

The parts first affected are more easily cured, according to our present 
method, than the parts second in order. A part once perfectly cured 
is never irritat-ed again by the same stock of infection, though ptx>bably 
some other parts in the constitution are still under the venereal hrita^ 
tion. If the facts stated be just, the circumstance of the disease* appear- 
ing to leave the parts first attacked, and attacking the secondary parts 
is easily accounted for. It is no more than the first parts being cured 
while tl>c secondary are not, and of course going on with the disease, 
the first remaining welh .1. 

If this mode of accounting for these circumstances bejiist, it proves 
two things; first a former assertion, that this disease in the form of lUes 
venerea has not the power of contaminating parts, not ali^eady under 
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its influence, even in the same constitution ; secondly, that the venereal 
poison is not circulating in the blood all the time the disease is going 
on in the constitution ; so that most probably the poison only irritates 
when just absorbed, and is soon expelled or thrown out in some of the 
secretions. . 

The above account of the lues venerea may be reduced to the follow- 
ing heads* . i • 

.First, that ipost parts, if not all, that are affected in the lues venerea 
are affected with the :V)enerek] irritation at the same time. 

.Secondly, the parts ext>osed to cold afe the first that take on the ve* 
ner^l .luction ; thei> the doeper seated parts, accorditig to their susciep- 
tibility for sucji^ action. 

Third lyt (he venqreal disposition: wlieti once formed in a part must 
necessarify go i on to form the venereal actii^a. 

Fouirthly, tttnt all pans ^of tjie body under such disposition do not 
run into aqtipn equally fasd some requiring six or eight weeks^ others 
ast many mopths. 

; .j^if(hly, iu the parts that coinefi^st iQto action the disease goes on in- 
cteamig without wearing itself out, while those that are second in time 
ibllow the sarpe^ course. i 

Sixthly, mercury hinders a disposition /rom forming, or in other 
lyords prevents contamination. 

Seventhly , mercury idoes not destroy a disposition already formed. 

Eighthly, niercury hinders the action from taking place although the 
disposition be formed ; and. 

Ninthly, mercury cures the action., 

These principles being established^ the facts respecting the cure are 
eitsily accounted for. 
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CHAPTER n. 

OF TK£ smrroMS of the ixts >tneeea. 

kM^l! %v a rarwtr 'jf f£;ai;»H; flonj cf which pottiiig ob the ^ipeanmoo 
cf a ^ififoK ^MaM^ wt are olun €4>Iigc«l to hare icmune to the pre- 
€c4MgE. L' Si » » g y ^^ the tamt bdbre we can form ainr jaAgmam. of k. PitH 
fti&'/ *.;^ rarktie^ o^ t!ie a(>pearaiiccs mar be l e fe i ieJ to the thrte 
Mkm mf ^ tircmc^^micnt the d^Senot kmds of cwtilrMJcm; the dif- 
ferrr^t ki:A% of v>Ii#i) afledrd ; and the diFercnt dispositiom the solids 
are in at the time; for 1 cao easily eooccrre that a pccolianty of con- 
itfttAioo may make areiy material difcfenoe in the appearance trf^ the 
fame fptdhc complaint ; and I am certain that the solids according to 
their diflereot natures produce a vety different appearance when attacked 
with this disease ; and I can also easily conceive <hat a tlifferent diqmsi- 
lion from the common in the solids at the time, may make a considera- 
ble dfflerenoe in the appearances* 

The difference of constitution, and of the same parts at diiferent times, 
may have considerable effects in the disease appearing sooner, or later: 
this I am certain of, that the different parts of the body produce a very 
considerable difference in the times of appearance of this disease. That 
it appears much sooner in some parts than in others, is best seen where 
different parts are affected in the same person ; for I have already endea- 
voured to show, that it is most probable all the parts affected are con* 
taminaled nearly at the same time. This difference in the times is either 
owing to some parts being naturally put into action more easily by tbe 
poison than others, or that they are naturally more active in themselves, 
and tlicrefore probably Will take on more quickly the action of every 
disease that is capable of affecting them. 

When on the general hbtory of the lues venerea, I divided the parts 
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into two brdevSt acc6fdii3g ta thief tinhe of their apfJcardnCe ; I also ob^ 
iek*yed that the first' weife oommdnly (he external parts, as the skin^ ndife, 
tonsils ; and thkt the second were tnore internal, as the bones, periosteum, 
fask^i^ and' t«adbns« ' 

The time necessary for its appearance, orfor producitag its local eSects 
in the several parts of the body most readily affected after it has got into 
the constitution, ia uncortaifi ; but in general it is about six weeks; in 
rotoy cases howevar it ia much later, and i'lii others much sooner. In 
somo cases it appeanrtd produce it9 local effects within a fortnight after 
the possibility of. tiie ab9or|>tibn of the matter. In one case a gentleman 
had a chao&rdy and a* ciwcUing in the groin cameon^ and within Chebe- 
fbreraentioqbd ^iiiie be had' venereal eruption^ all over the body. He 
eotiid not intpute- th» tjt> any f6raier complaint, yet there is a possibility 
of its' bavi tig amen' from the first modd of catching the disease, by simple 
contacti at the time be got the local or chancre, which might extend the 
time to a week or more, although this is not probable. In another case, 
three weeks after the healing of a chancre, eruptions broke out all oyer 
the.body,and this happened only a fortnight after leaving off the course 
of mercury that cured the chancre. The effects on other parts of the 
body thatiare^lesi' susceptible of this irritation, or are slower in their 
action, are of course* mueb later inappearing; and in thos^cases where 
both orders^ of parts^ are^oontaminated, it is in general not till after thd 
first has made its appearance for a considerable time, and even perhaps 
after it has been ciired.; for while the parts first in order of action wfere 
contaminated and under cure^ the second inorder'are only in a state of 
contamination, and go oo^vith (he disease afterwards, although it iady 
never again appear in the fi^st 

From this circums^nce ofthe p^rts second in order coming later into 
actim, we can plainly seeUhe' reason why it shall appear in them, al* 
thoogb the first in ordel^ifiayhafve' been cured ; for if the'extcmklpartsi 
m first in order, have^bwrtcuredt, and the intehiat, or second, have not 
been cured, such ab th^-tendotlsf boiies, periosteum, &:c; then it becomes 
confined isoleiy to these p^artid;' TIrt order of pfarts may sometimes be ini 
verted, for I have seen cases where the periosteum, or bone, was aiffoctod 
prior to any other part ; whetlm^ in (ht same case it might in the end 

Xx 
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have adfecxEd :Iie ^kin* or chrcnt, I will not pretend to say, as it was not 
allowed to c^o on : but it b pcnsible tbe second order of parts may be 
effected wiiiioiit :!ie lirst baring ever been contaminated. 

Its cifccL^ upt^a :Iie deeper seated parts are not like those produced in 
the external* and tlie JlderoKe is so remarkable as to give the appear- 
auce oi' onoili^r disease; and a person accustomed to see. it in the first 
parts ouIy« would be eniirely at a loss about the second. 

The parts wbicii come first into action go on with it, probably on the 
<au)e principle* much quicker than what the others do; and this arises 
ii-uin the uaiure or the parts, as has already been observed. 

Each succeeding part thAt becomes affected is slower and slower in its 
prog^rt^^^ and more fixed in its symptoms when produced ; this arises 
also t^vtu the natural disposition of such parts, all their actions being 
$U>w, which indolent action may be assisted by tbe absence of the great 
UiH|H>siitg causc> that is cold* I should however suspect, (hat warmth 
did iKU coutitbutc much to their indolence of action, for if it did, it 
v^\>iiUl assist iu the cui^, which it appears not to do, these parts being 
an sImw ill their operations ut* restoration as they are in their actions of 
d i^ca^v^ \N c mav ixUo observe, that similar parts come sooner into action, 
<iud appear to ji^o im more rapidly with it, as they are nearer the source 
ot the virvulatiiui. It appears earlier on the face, head, shoulders, and 
bicanti tluu on the legs, and the eraptions come sooner to suppuration 
ill lliv bcloiviucntioncd parts.* 

The ciiciiinstance of its being very late in appearing in some parts, 
when it IkhI beta only cured in its first appearances, as mentioned, has 
uuib luauy sup|)ose that the poison lurked somewhere in the solids; 
uud olhciJii that it kept circulating in the blood for years. 

It W not I however, easy to detcmiine this point, but there can be no 
uood iHUHoii lur the first hyiwthesis, as the lurking disposition never 
UlvH pliitu prior to its first appearance ; for instance, we never find that 
n iiiiiu luul H chancre a twelvemonth ago, and that it broke out after in 
Visiiiiu^al Hi url)« upon the skin, or ulcers in the throat The slowness of 
lid pioKirMH In only when the parts, less susceptible of its irritation, have 
bu II iilli^ctuij by itf 

* Vide lotrodoctioo. 
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The Editor adds the following case to those already stated, in proof of 
the deviations that are met with from peculiarities of constitutioni in 

' the appearance of the secondary symptoms. 

A gentleman, in the year 1794) had a chancre attended .with bubo, for 
which, being at that time engaged in military service abroad, he went 
through a very imperfect course of mercury. Six weeks after he had 
left off taking mercury, an ulcer appeared in the upper lip, which 
did not yield to ordinary remedies, and was considered as venereal. 
He returned to England, and took mercury in the form oFpills. Thft 
sore healed, and he continued the use of mercury for three weeks 
after it had entirely disappeared. 

Six weeks afterwards a sore again appeared in the same part of the upper 
lip. He now went through a course of mercurialfricticMis, which was 
continued for three or four weeks after the healing of the soris. 

He had no other venereal symptoms, nor any other complaints, untilthe 
end of September, I808, (fourteen years after the chancre had ap-» 
peared,) when he experienced a sensation of fullness in the nostrils, 
so that he could not breathe freely through them. This was unattended 
by pain« The sensation of fullness in the nostrils encreased, and they 
discharged a large quantity of puriform mucous fluid. His smell and 
taste became affected ; and after a short time he was able to smell nothing 
except the odour of it was very powerful ; and he could perceive the 
taste of nothing which he ate at meals. He tried the use of many internal 
medicines, and some external applications, without any benefit. In the 
beginning of April, ] 808, he first observed a tumefaction over the root 
of the nose, but it was not attended with any particular uoeasiness. 
He came to London, aud put himself under the care of the Editor. A 
bougie of a considerable size was passed into the left nostril, and met 
with very little obstruction. It was then passed into the right nostril, 
where it met with more obstruction, and grated against a portion of 
exposed bone. At this time there was considerable fullness over the 
root of the nose, and the skin was red, and about to ulcerate. 

On the ISth of April he began to use mercury in the form of frictonis. 

On the 22d of April his mouth was affected by the mercury. .- 

On the f6th of April the skin had ulcerated over the root of the nose. 
His smell aud taste were somewhat improved, and there was less dis- 
charge from the nostril. 

On the 9th of ^May there was no more discharge from the nostrils than 
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. oafiinU, and it did oat diSkr in qcul^t^ fcom ))ie x^tural qpsfus. He 

had per>n?ctly recovcrf^ hi$ »meU andlaste. 
On the 28th of May the oriiice of the abscess at the root oF the nose was 
I (! cpmptel^ly c}o»ed ; h^ br/eatiied freely Mu-ough the nostrils, and there 

waf bo .9|]tp^aranc^ of fullness extevnally. 
He continued perfectly well ; but the n^efcufia) course was continued 

for sofpe weeks longer. 

I. OF THE SYMPTOMS OF THE FIRST STAGE OF THE LUES 

VENEREA. 

The first &ymptoiDs of tbe disease after absorptioa appear either on the 
skin, throat, or mouth ; these differ from one another accx)rding to the 
nature *of the parts affected, therefore I shall divide them into two 
kinds, although there appears to be no difference in the nature of the 
disease itself. 

The appearance on the skin I shall call the first, although it is not 
always the first appearance ; for that in the throat, is often as early a 
syi;nptoin as any. The appearances upon the skin generally show them- 
sf^lyfiB in every part of ther body, no part being more susceptible than 
another, first in dis<:olp|jratiQns, makiiig the skin appear noiottled, many 
of tliem disappearing, whikt others continue, and increa3e with the 
disease.* 

In others it will come on in distinct blotches, often not observed till 
scurfs are forming; at other times they appear in ^mall distinct inflam- 
mations, containing matter and resembling pimples, but hot so pyra- 
midal, nor so red at the base. 

Venereal blotches at their first coming out are often attended with 
inflammation, which gives them a degree of transparency, which I 
think is generally greater in the sunamcr, than in the winter, especially 
if the patient be kept warm. In a little time this inflammation disap- 
pears, and the cuticle peels off in the form of a scurf. This sometimes 

^ This in not peculiar to this dibcase, it often takes place ia the smallpox. It appears as 
if (he 9kin took on a general^ disposition for disease, but tbe specifie taking'place and remain- 
ingy the other eruptions disappear. If this is really the case in the lues venerea^ it must be 
a cODbequence of feter. « ' 
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misleads the patient, and thesurgeon^ who look upon this dying away 
oi the inflammatioh as a decay ol' the disease, till the succession of scurfs 
undeceive them. 

These<)iscoIoU rat ions of the culicle arise from the venereal irritation, 
and are seldom to he reckoned a true inflammation, for they seldom 
have any of itb* characteristics, such as tumefaction and pain; but this 
is true only on those parts most exposed ; for hi parts well covered^ 
and in parts constantly in contact with other parts there is more of the 
true inflamnrmtory appearance^ especially about the anus* 

The appearaiKe of the parts themselves next begins to alier, forming 
a copper coloured dry inelastic cuticle, called a scurf: this is thrown 
off, and new ones are Umikcd. These a|>pearances spread to -the breadth 
of a sixpence or i^hilling, but seldom broader, at least for a coa^nderable 
time, ever}' succeedir>g scurf becoming thicker and thicker, till at last it 
becomes a common scab, and the disposition fortheformition of matter 
takes place in the cutis under the scab, ro that at last it turns out a 
true ulcer; in which state it commonly spreads, although but slowly. 

These appearances arise first from tiie gradual loss of the true sound 
cQticle; the diseased cutis Iiaving lost the disposition to form one; and 
as a kind of s^ibstitute for this want of culiclevan exudation takes place 
IbrmiAg a scal<, and afterwards^ becoming thicker,, the matter acquiring 
more consistence, it at last forms a scab; but before it has arrived at 
this stage the cutis has given way and ulcerated, which continues gra- 
dually to change the discharge more and more into a truer matter or 
pus. When it attacks the palms of the hands and the soles of the feet^ 
where the cuticle is thick, a separation of the cuticle takes place, and it 
peels off, a new one is immediately formed^ which also separates, so that 
a series of new cuticles takes place from its not so readily forming scurfs 
as on the common skin. If the disease is confined to those parts, it be- 
comes more difficult to determine whether or not it be venereal; for 
most diseases of the cutis of these parts produce a separation of the 
cuticle attended with the same appcaranceii in ail, and having nothing 
characteristic of the venereal disease. 

Such appearances are peculiar to that part of the common skin of the 
body which is usually exposed; but when the skin is opposed by 
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another skin which keeps it in some degree more moist, as between tUf 
nates, about the anus, or between the scrotum and the thigh, or in the 
angle between the two thighs, or upon the prolabium of the mouth, and 
in the arm-pits, the eruptions never acquire the abovedescribed appear- 
ances, and instead of scurfs or scabs we have the skin elevated, or as it 
were tumefied by the extravasated lymph into a white, soft, moist, fla^ 
surface, which discharges a white matter. This may perhaps arise from 
there being more warmth, more perspiration, and less evaporation, as 
well as from the skin being thinner in such places. What strengthens 
this idea still more is, that in many venereal patients I have seen an 
approach towards such appearances on the common skin of the body ; 
but then it was on such parts as were covered with the clothes ; for oa 
those parts of the skin that were not covered there was only the flat 
scurf: these, however, were redder than the above described appear* 
ances, but hardly so high. 

How far this is peculiar to the venereal disease I know not, as it may 
take place in most scurfy eruptions of the skin. From a supposition of 
this not being venereal, I have destroyed them at the side of the anus 
with caustic, and the patient has got well ; however, from my idea of 
the disease, that every e£Fect from the constitution is tiuly local, and 
therefore may be cured locally, this treatment having proved a] cure, 
does not determine the question. 

This disease on its first appearance often attacks that part of the fin* 
gers upon which the nail is formed, making that surface red which is 
seen shining through the nail, and if allowed to continue, a separation 
of the nail takes place, similar to the cuticle in the befored escribed 
symptoms ; but here there cannot be that regular succession of nails as 
as there is of cuticle. 

" It also attacks the superficies of the body which is covered with hair, 
producing a separation of the hair; a prevention of the growth of young 
hair is also the consequence while the disease lasts. 

The second part in which it appears is most commonly the throat, 
sometimes the mouth and tongue. In the throat, tonsils, and inside of 
the mouth, the disease generally shows itself at once in the form of an 
ulcer without much previous tumefaction, so that the tonsils are not 



OF THE LUES VENEREA. S4S 

much enlarged ; for when the venereal inflammation attacks these parts 
it appears to be always upon the surface, and it very soon terminates in 
an ulcer. 

These ulcers in the throat are to be well distinguished fromi all others 
of the same parts. It is to be remarked^ that this disease when it attacks 
the throat, always I believe produces an ulcer; although this is not 
commonly understood ; for I have seen cases where no ulceration had 
taken place, called by mistake venereal ; it is therefore only this ulcer 
that is to be distinguished from other ulcers of these parts. This species 
of ulcer is generally tolerably well marked, yet it is perhaps in all cases 
not tQ be distinguished from others that attack this part, for some shall 
have the appearance of being venereal, and what are really venereal 
shall resemble those that are not. We have several diseases of this part 
which do not produce ulceration on the surface, one of which is com- 
mon inflammation of (he tonsils, which often suppurates in the centre, 
forming an abscess, which bursts by a small opening, but never looks 
like an ulcer began upon the surface as in the true venereal ; and this 
ca^e is always attended with too much inflammation, pain, and tume* 
faction bf the parts to be venereal : and if it suppurates and bursts it 
subsides directly, and it is attended probably with other inflammatory 
symptoms in the constitution. 

Inhere is another disease of these parts, which is an indolent tumefac- 
tion of the tonsils, and is peculiar to many people or constitutions, hav- 
ing something of the scrofula in them, producing a thickness in the 
speech. Sometimes the coagulable lymph is thrown out on the surface^ 
and called by some ulcers, by others sloughs, and such are often called 
putrid sore throats. Those commonly swell to too large a size for the 
venereal ; and this appearance is easily distinguished from an ulcer or 
loss of substance: however, where it is not plain at first sight, it will be 
right to endeavour to remove some of it ; and if the surface of the tonsil 
is not ulcerated, then we may be sure it is not venereal. I have seen a 
chink filled with this, appearing very much like an ulcer ; but upon 
removing the coagulable lymph the tonsil has appeared perfectly sound. 
I have seen cases of a swelled tonsil where a slough formed in its centre, 
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«id that slough has opened a pissoge- out for itself; aiJd wiito if has 
been as it were sticking in this passage* it h» appeared; like a foul iiker; 

The most puzzling stage of the complaint is when the slough is come 
<iat, kk thsQ it has mosl of the characters of the veneredlulceF ; but 
when I have seen the disease in its. first stages, I ttavo always treated 
it as of the erisypelatous kind, or as something of the nature of a can 
buncle. 

^ When I have seen theni in their second stage only I have been apt to 
suppose them venereal ; however; no man will be so rash as to. pro* 
nounce what a disease is from the eye only, but will make inquinies. into 
ali the circumstances before he forms a judgment. If there hav9 beea 
no preceding local symptoms within, the proper date, be will: suspend 
bis judgment, and wait a little to see how far^nature is» able to^ relieve 
herself; If there has been any preceding feasor, it will- be still less pro^ 
bable that it isvenereaU However, I will not say of what nature such 
cases are, but only that they are not venereal, as- they are often believed 
to be* I have seen a sore throat of this kind taken for venereal, aod 
meraury given till it should aSbotthe mouth,* which- when it did it 
brought on a mortification onafl those parts concerned in the first dis^ 
ease, so that the tonsils and the uvula mortified and sloughed awa^. It 
would therefore appear that this species of the sore throat is aggravated 
bymcroury. 

There is another complaint of those p9ft$ which is often taken for 
venereal, which is anulcerous excoriation, where the ulceration or ex^^ 
coriations run along the surface of the parts, becoming very broad and 
sometimes foul, having a regular termination^ but never going deep 
into the substance of the parts as the venereal do. There is no part of 
the inside of the mouth exempted from this ulcerous exicortaiion ; bat I 
think it is most fiequent about the root of' the uvula, and spreads forw 
wards along the palatum molle* That such are not venereal, is evident 
from their not giving way in general to mercury ; and I hare seen them 
continue for weeks without altering, and a true venereal-ulcer appear 
upon the centre of the excoriated part, 

The difference between tlie two is so strong that there can be no 
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mistake ; the patients have gone through a course of mercuiy, which has 
perfectly cured the venereal ulcers, but has bad no effect upon the others; 
which were afterwards cured by bark. 

The tnie venereal ulcer in the throat is perhaps the least liable to 
mistake oFany of the fortns of t6e disease. It is a fair loss of substance; 
part being dug out as it were from the bod/of the tonsil, ivith a deter- 
mined edge, and is commonly very foul, having thick white matter ad« 
hering to it like a slough, wliich cannot be washed away. 

Ulcers in such situations are always kept moist, the matter not being 
allowed to dry and form scabs, as in those upon the skin ; the matter is 
carried off ihe'utcers by deglutition^ or the motion of the parts; sortbat 
no succession of scurfs or scabs can take place, as on the skin. ) 

Their progress is al6o much more rapid than on tlie comn^oa skin, 
ulcerati<iii taking place very fast i ! .j 

Like most other spreading ulcers they are generally very foul, and tfoo 
the most pait have thickened or bordered edges, which is very common 
to venefeal ot- cancerous sores, and indeed to inost sores, whioh h^rc no 
disposition to heal, whatever the (Specific disease may be. 

When it .attacks the tongiie, it sbmetimet^ produces a thickeiiing and 
hardness in the part ; but this is not alivays: the case, tor it Very oTtea 
ulcerates as in the other parts of the mouth. > 

- They 'lire generally more painful than ihose of the skin; although 
not so much so, as common sore throats arising from inQamed tondils. 

They oblige the person to speak thick, or as if his' tongue was too 
targe for his mouth, with a small degree of snuffling. 

These are the most common symptoms of this stage of the disease; 
btrt it is perhaps impossible to know all the symptoms this poison pro^ 
duces when in the constitution. I knew a gentleman who had a teasing 
cough, Which he imputed to it ; for it came on with the symptomatis 
fever arid continued with it, and by using mercury both disappeared. 

There are inflammations of the eyes which are supposed to be vene^ 
real ; for, aft^r the usual remedies agdihst inflammation have been tried 
in vain, niercury has been given on the supposition of the case being 
venereail, axid sdmetiiiies with success, which has tended to establish this 

Yy 
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opinion. But if such cases are venereal, the disease is very differeni from 
what it is when attacking other parts, from the constitution, for the in- 
flammation is more painful than in vener|;aj[. ipQammaUon proceeding 
from the constitution ; and I have never seen such cases attended with 
ulceration, as in the mouth, throat, and tongue, which makes me doubt 
much of their being venereal. 

II. EXPERIMENTS MADE TO ASCERTAIN THE PROGRESS AND 

EFFECTS OF THE VENEREAL POISON, 

I 

• 4 

To ascertain several facts relative to the venereal disease^the followiiig 
experiments were made. They were begun in May 17(>7. 
. Two punctures were made on the penis with a lancet dipped in ve* 
nereal matter from a gonorrhoea ; one puncture was on the glans, the 
other on the prepuce* 

; This was on a Friday ; on the Sunday following there was a t^asipg 
itching in those parts which lasted till the Tuesday fdlowing. In themeau 
time these parts being often examined, there seemed to be a greater red- 
aesB and moisture than usuaU which was imputed to the parts being 
rubbed. Upon the Tuesday morning the parts of the prepuce where the 
puncture had been made were redder, thickenediand had formed aspeck ; 
by the Tuesday following the jspeck had increased and discha^ed some 
matter, and there seemed to be a little pouting of the lips of the urethra^ 
also a sensation in it in making water, so that a discharge was expected 
from it.; the speck was now touched with lunar c^iustic, and -after wards 
dressed with calomel ointment. On Saturday morning the slough came 
off, and it was again touched, and anothei^ slough came off on the Mour 
day following. The preceding night the glans had itched a. good dea]« 
and on Tuesday a white speck was observed where the puncture had 
been made ; this speck when examined was found to be a pimple full of 
yellowish matter. This was now touched with the caustic, and dressed 
as the former. On the Wednesday the sore on the prepuce was yellow, 
and therefore was again touched with the caustic. On the Friday both 
sloughs came off, and the sore on the prepuce looked red, and its basif 
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not so hard ; but on the Saturday it did not look quite so well, and was 
touched again; and when that went off it was allowed to heal up, as 
also the other, which left a dent in the glans. This dent on the glans filled 
up in some months, but for a considerable time it had a bluish cast. 

Four months afterwards the chancre on the prepuce broke out again> 
and very stimulating applications were tried; but these seemed not to 
agree with it, and by letting it alone it healed up. This it did severdl' 
times afterwards, but always healed up of itself. That on the glans 
never did break out; and herein also it differed from the other. i' 

While the sores remained on the prepuce and glans, a swelling took 
place in one of the glands of the right groin. I had for some time con« 
ceived an idea, that the most eSbctual way to put back a bubo was to 
rub in mercury on that leg and thigh, which would send a current of 
mercury through the inflamed gland ; this afforded a good opportunity 
of making the experiment. I had often succeeded in this way, but now 
wanted to put it more critically to the test.^ The sores upon the penis^ 
were heajed before the reduction of the bubo was attempted. A few: 
days after beginning the mercury in this method the gland subsided^ 
considerably, it was then left off; for the intention was not to cure it 
completely at present. The gland some time after began to swell againi 
and as much mercury was rubbed in as appeared to be sufficient Tor the 
entire reduction of the gland; but it was meant to do no more than to 
cure the gland locally, without giving enough to prevent the constitui-. 
lion from being contaminated. 

About two months after the last attack of the bubo, a little sbarp^ 
pricking pain was felt in one of the tonsils in swallowing any thing; 
and on inspection a small ulcer was found, which was allowed to good 
till the nature of it was ascertained^ and then recourse was had to mer^ 
cury. The mercury was thrown in by the same leg and thigh as before, 
to secure the gland more effectually, although that was not now pro* 
bably necessary. 

As soon as the ulcer was 'skinned over the mercury was left off, it not 

* The practice in 1.767 wbs to apply a mercurial plaistcr on the partjor to rob in nter- 
Cttrial ointment on tbe part^ which could hardly act by any other power than sympathy. 
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being intended (o destroy the poison, but to observe what parts it would 
next affect. About three months after, copper*coloured blotches broke 
otit on the skin, and the former ulcer returned in the tonsil. Mercury 
was now applied the second time for those effects of the poison from the 
constitution, but still only with a view to palliate. 

It was left off a second time, and the attention was given to mark 
where it would break out next, but it returned again in the same parts. 
It not appearing that any further knowledge was lo be procured by only 
palliating the disease a fourth tim$ in the tonsil, and a third tinote in the 
skin, mercury M^as now taken in a sufiicient quantity, and for a proper 
time, to complete the cure. 

The time the experiments took up, from the first insertion lo the com* 
plet« «ure, was about three years. 

The above case is only uncommon in the niocte of contracting the 
diaease, and the particular views with which some parts of the treat-* 
ment were directed ; but as it was meant to prove many things, which, 
though not uncommon, are yet not attended to, attention was paid to all 
the circumsilances. It proves many tliingSi and opens a field for further 
coi^ectures. 
. It proves, first, that matter from a gonorrhoea will produce chancres. 

It makes it probable, that the glans does not take on the venereal irri- 
tation so quickly as the prepuce. The chancre on the prepuce inflamed 
and suppurated in somewhat more than three, days, and that on the 
glans in about ten : this is probably the reason why the glans did not 
throw off its sloughs so soon. 

It rendei^ it highly probabk, that mercury applied to the legs and 
thighs, is the best method to resolve a bubo ; and therefore, also, the 
best method of applying* mercury to iassiist. in the cure, eveai whea tke 
bubo suppurates. 

It also shews that buboes maj^ be resolved in this way, and yet the con* 
stitution not be safe ; and therefore that more mercury should be thrdwn 
in, especially in cases d; easy resolittion, than whkt simply resolves 
the bubo. 

< 

* It shews that parts may be contaminated, and not having taJcen co) 
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tb€i:)ciiou, majx' hay» tjbe. poi9pn;kept dormluit in them while under a 
course of mercury for other symptopis, but break out afierwards. 

It also shews, that the potsoa having originally only contaminated 
certain; parts, when not completely cured, can break out again only in 
<ihose parts. . . 

III. OF THE SYMPTOMS OF THE SECOND STAGE OF THE 

LUES VENEREA. 

• • • 

This stage of the disease is not so well marked as the former, and as it 
is of more importance, it requires all our discernment to determine what 
the disease is* 

The paits less susceptible of this irritation are such as are more out 
of the way of the great jexciting cause, which is the external airi as has 
been before related^ And they begin to take on the venereal action^ 
whether it may or it may not have produced its local effects upon the 
external or exposed surfaces ; and they even go on with the action in 
many cases after these surfaces, first affected,, have taken on the action 
and have been cured, as has been already observed. These deeper seated^ 
parts are the periosteum^^ tendons, fasciae, and ligaments; however, 
what the parts affected may be when the disease is in this stage, is not 
always certain ; I have known it produce total deafness, and some of 
those cases to end in suppuration, attended with great pain in the ear, 
and side of the head ; such cases are generally supposed to arise from 
other cause ; and nothing but some particular circumstance in the his-^ 
tory of tlie case, some symptom attending it, or a lucky idea striking the 
siirg^on, can lead to the nature of the complaint. : 

When these deeper seated p\rts become irritated by this pQison, the 
progress is more gradual ihao in the first ; they have very much the. 
characterof scrofulous swellings, or' chronic rheumatbm, only ia this 
disease the joints are not so subject to it as they are in the rheumatism, 
W^i shall find a swelling cof»e upon a bone when there has been.no pos- 
sible means of catching the infection for many months, and it will be of 
some size before it is taken notice of, from having given but. little pain. 



MO OF THE LUES VENEREA. 

On the other hand, there shall be great pain, aind' probably no sweflingL 
to be observed till some time after. The same observations are appli- 
cable to the swelling of tendons^ and fasciae. 

As these swellings encrease by slow degrees, they show but little signs* 
of inflammation. When they attack the periosteum, the swelling has all 
the appearance of a swelling of the bone, by being firm and closely con- 
nected with it. 

The inflammation produced in these later stages of the disease can/ 
hardly get beyond the adhesive, in which state it continues getting, 
worse and worse, and when matter is formed it is not true pus, but a 
slimy matter. This may arise in some degree from the nature of the 
parts not being in themselves easily made to suppurate ; and when they 
do suppurate, the same languidness still continues, in so much that this 
matter is not capable of giving the extraneous stimulus, so as to exoite 
true suppuration or ulceration, even after the constitution^ is cleared of 
the original cause, and then the disease i& probably scrofulous. Some 
nodes either in the tendons, or bones, last for years before they form* 
any matter at all ; and in this case it is doubtful whether they are ve- 
nereal or not, although commonly supposed to be soi 

i'have already observed, that the pain in the first stages of thiirdis^ 
ease is much less than might be expected, considering the effects pro« 
duced by the poison. The disease being very slow and gradual in its 
progress, may account for its giving little pain ; an ulcer in the throat 
causes no great pain, and the same may be said of blotches on the skin, 
jven when they become large sores. 

When the periosteum and bones become affected, the pain is some** 
times very considerable, and at other times there is hardly any. It is 
not, perhaps^ easy to account for this. We know also that the tendinous 
parts when inflamed give in some cases very considerable pain, and that 
of the heavy kind, while in others they will swell considerably without- 
giving any pain. 

These pains are commonly periodical, or have their exacerbations, 
being commonly worst in the night: this is*common to other aches or 
pains, especially of the rheumatic kind, which the venereal pains resem* 
ble very much. 
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^Vyhen the paia is the ftrs^ syrnpltom, it afibrdji no distinguishing mark 
of the disease, .it is therefore often t^ken for the rheumatism. 

r 

IV. OF THE EFFECTS OF frtE POISON ON THE CONSTITUTION. 

t 

The poisonous matter simply as extraneous matter produces no change 
whatever gpon tb& constitution^^and whatever effects it has depend wholly 
Ijppn its specifijO ^ualiity as a poison. The general effects of this poison 
on th/9 constitution w^ similar to other irritations, either local or con- 
stitutional. It. produces feVferi which is of the slow kind; and when it 
continues a considerable time, it produces what is called a hectic dis- 
position, which is no more than an habitual slow fever, arising from a 
cause the constitution cannot overcome. While this ej^ists, it is impos- 
sible that any thing salutary can go on in such a constitution : the pa* 
tient loses his appetite, or even if his appetite is good, loses his fleshy 
becomes restless, loses his sleep, and looks sallow.* 

In the first stage of this disease, before it begins to show itself ezteF* 
nally, the patient has generally rigors, hot fits, headachs, and all the 
symptoms of an approaching fever. 

These symptoms continuing for some days, and often for weeks, show 
that there is some irritating cause which works slowly upon the consti* 
tution ; it is then supposed to be whatever the invention or ingenuity 
of the practitioner shall call it ; but the venereal eruptions, or nodes, 
upon either the periosteum, bones, tendons, or other parts, appearing, 
show the cause, and in some degree carry off the symptoms of fever, 
and relieve the constituticm for a little time, but they soon recur. 

These constitutional complaints, however, are not always to be found, 
the poison stimulating so slowly as hardly to affect the constitution, un- 
less the poison is allowed to remain in it a long time. 

There are many local appearances mentioned by authors whkh I 
never saw, such as the fissures abmit the anus, kc. Many diseases are 

* This kind of look, alihoagh arising entirely from a harassed constilulion> is always sup- 
posed to be pecaliar to a venereal one : this idea, however, does not arise from the look only, 
bai from the leading symptoms* 
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I have formerly observed, that indispositions of the body often affect 
this disease very considerably, more especially the gonorrhoea and the 
chancre. 

When an increase of symptoms takes place in a gonorrhoea from an 
indisposition of body, nothing should be done for the gonorrhoea, the 
indisposition of body being only to be attended, to ;. because we have no 
specific for the gonorrhoea, and in time it cures itself. But this practice 
is, perhaps, noi to be followed in a chancre, or lues venerea. It may 
be necessary in those to continue tbe xn^rcury, aUhoi^gb, p^rhgp^i more 
gently, for the mercury is a spepi/iQ that <;annol be dhpomed wlihf he^ 
'Caii$e.oeithcr the chancre nor lues veaef ea. g^ well of ili§xmeW($9 but 
always iDcrease. 

Tbis fonn of the venereal dil<»eaae I have divided into two Hfiges. 
Whesi in tlie parte most 6usceptil.4e pf (h^ disease, which I have called 
.ikkt Uni order of pKarts^^wd whkk appe£)r m bf the superficies oaly ; the 
JuB5.^^!eiMrea is, perhaps, tubjea (o l^ss variety than either the gouor- 
f hcsa or chancrCf and k% mode of cure is of course more uniform ; al- 
though the disease be less easily asoer taioed, at least for sonae time. la 
the seoond order of pants the ii^es veoef^a Jn^cMQes more cooipUcajtedt 
rand its ctzre still less to be depeoded upon. 

The cure of this form is much more difficultly ascertained thaneiithi^r 
of the two former, they being always local, and their effects viS|H>let 
become more the object of our senses, so that we are seldom or ever 
lieceived in the cure; although at the same time the cure is often more 
•tedious and difikult ; for whenevn^r the symptoms of the gonorrhoea or 
-chancre have eaoilwiy diMppeared, in general the patient may look upon 
himself as cured of them ; but this is uot the ease in the lues venerea. 

A lues venerea is the effects of the poison having circulated in the 
blood till it has irritated parts so as to give them a venereal disposition, 
which parts sooner or later assume (be yiooereal action, accordiiigio (he 
order of their susceptibility. 

When the venereal matter is circulating, I have supposed that certain 
parts are irritated by it, and that a vast number of other parts escape, 
as is evidently the case with jthe chancres; for m the case of a chaacre 
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the whole glans^ prepuce, and skin of the penis, have had the matter 
applied to them, yet only one or more parts are contaminated or irri- 
tated by it, all the others escape ; and we often see in the lues venereai 
that, when the parts oontaminated assume the action, it is confined to 
them without affecting other parts, although the disease be allowed to 
go on for a considerable time without any attempt to a cure ; and also 
if these parts are perfectly cured the disease returns only in them ; 
therefore these effects, although arising from the constitution, are in 
themselves entirely local, similar to the gonorrbcea and chancre, and 
like thein may be cured locally ; and the person may still continue to 
have the lues venerea, although not in these, yet in other parts, because 
there may be many other parts in the same body that are under the 
Tenereal disposition although they may not yet have assumed the ve- 
nereal action. To cure the local and visible effects of the disease we 
must attack it through that medium by which it was communicated, 
that is, the blood, without however considering the blood itself as a 
diseased part, or containing the poison, but as the vehicle of our medi- 
cine which will be carried by it to every part of the body where the 
poison ^vas carried, and in its course it will act upon the diseased solids. 
Tliis practice must be continued some time after all symptoms have 
disappeared ; for the venereal action may to appearance be stopped^ 
and symptoms disappear, and yet all return again, the venereal action 
not being completely destroyed. If the medicine were also a cure for 
the. disposition in the parts second in order, and could prevent their 
coming into action, it would be necessary to continue it somewhat longer 
on their account; but this is not the case; for the visible effects, symp- 
toms, or appearances, in the first order of parts give way to the treat- 
ment, while the parts that have only acquired the disposition, and are 
still inactive, afterwards assume the action and continue the disease. 
This deceives the surgeon and leaves the ground^work for a second set 
of local e&cts in4be parts second in order; but I have asserted that 
what will cure an action will not cure a disposition ; if so we should 
push oar medicine no further than the cure of the visible effects of the 
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pois(Hi, and allow whatever parts may be contaminated to come into 
.action afterwards. 

The parts that first assume the venereal action are easiest of cure ; 
and I have suspected that those efiects of the disease bemg externaU 
were in some degree assisted in their cure by the local action of the 
medicinej which evidently passes ofif through those parts. 

Whqn the disease has attacked the parts second in order of suscepti* 
bility, it generally happens that they arc more difficult of cure than the 
former; therefore when they appear at the same time with the former^ 
and are cured, we may be sure that the first will be also cured. From 
hence as it would appear that the parts most susceptible of the disease 
are also easiest of cure, it follows, that the parts least susceptible of the 
4:lise.ase are also most difficult of cure; and I believe that this is seldom 
or €vcr rev^ened, therefore those second in order of susceptibility have 
this advantage, that we have the local complaints for our guide to 
judge of the whole ; and in such we hav^ only to continue the treatment 
till they all vanish, being certain that the cure of the first* if there are 
-any, will be involved in those of the j5pcond. 

As the second are attended with more tumefaction or swelling than 
the first, ft becomes a question, whether the mercurial course should be 
continued till the whole has subsided. But I believe it is not neces- 
sary to continue the method of cure till the whole tumefaction disap^ 
pears j for as those local complaints cannot contaminate the constitu- 
tion by reabsorption, and as the venereal disposition and action from 
the constitution can be cured while the local effects still remain, even 
where the tumefaction forming nodes on the bones, fascias,&:c. is carried 
ihe length of suppuration, there can be no occa^on for continuing the 
course longer than the destruction of the venereal action. But this ef- 
fect of our medicine is not easily known, therefore it will be necessary 
to pursue the method of cure till the appearances become slationaiy^ 
and probably a little longer, to destroy the whole action of the disease. 
From these circumstances it would appcjtr that the venereal irritation 
when in this stage of the disease is easijer of cure than the effects of that 
irritation, such as the tumefaction. 
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I. OF THE USE OF MERCURY IN THE CURE OF THE LUES . 

. . VENEREA. 

Mercury in the lues venerea, as in the chancre, is the great specific, 
and hardly any thing else is to be depended upon. It is necessary that 
we should always consider well the effects of this medicine, both pn the 
constitution at large, and the disease for which it is given. The effects 
of mercury on a constitution will always be as the quantity of mercury 
in that constitution ; and when the same quantity affects one constitution 
more than another, it is in the proportion of the irritability of that con- 
stitution, to the powers of mercury, entirely independent of any parti- 
cular preparation, or any particular mode of giving it. ;/ 

With regard to the preparations of the medicine, and the rhodes o? 
applying it, we are to consider two things. First, the preparation knd 
mode that is attended with the least trouble or inconvenience to iHB 

» 

patient ; and secondly, the preparation and modet>f administenDgifdiat^ 
most readily conveys the necessary quantity into the constitution. /' 

Nothing can shew more the unsettled mind of man, than his treat-* 
ment of this medicine. If there is such a thing as a specific, mercury is 
one for the venereal disease in two oPits forms ; yet mankind are in 
pursuit of other specifics for the disease, as if specifics were more com« 
mon than diseases ; while at the same time they are too often contented 
wth the common mode of treating many other diseases for which they 
have no specific; and these prejudices are supported by the public, 
who have in their minds a dread of this medicine, arising from the want 
of knowledge of our predecessors in administering it; and many of the 
present age, who are equally ignorant, take advantage of this weakness. 

Mercury in the constitution acts on all parts of the machine, cures 
those which are diseased, affecting but little those that are sound. * Mer- 
cury is carried into the constitution in the same way as other subst^nces^ 
either externally by the skin, or internally by the mouth : it cannot 
however in all cases be taken into the constitution in both ways; for 
^nietimes it happens that the absorbents on the skin will itbt readily^ 
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receive it, al least no effect will be produced either on the disease or 
constitution from such application; when this is the case it is to be 
considered as a misfortune, for then it must be gtven internally^ by ihc 
mouth, although possibly this mode may be very improper in other 
respects, and often inconvenient. On the other hand^ it sometimes hap^ 
pens that the internal absorbents will not take up this mediciuei or 
at Jeast no effect is produced either upon the disease or constitution i 
iu 3uch cases it is right to try all the different preparations of tba medi« 
cine; for it will sometimes happen that one preparation will succeed 
when another will not. I have never seen a case where neither external 
nor internal applications , of mercury were not absorbed ; such a caae 
must be miserable indeed. 

I may just observe here, that many surfaces appear to absorb this 
laedicine better than others ; and most probably all internal surfaces 
and $ores are of this kind ; for when we find that thirty grains of calo« 
mel rubbed in on tlie skin have no more effect than three or four taken 
hyJhc mouth, it beqomjes ^ kind, of proof that the bowels absorb it 
best; also^ whcQ dressing a small sore with red precipitate produces a 
salivation, it shows that sores are good absorbing surfaces, especially 
too when we know that the lues yeoerea generally arises from a 
chancre. ^ 

A patient with a stump which produced too much granulations, waft 
dressed with ointment containing a large proportion of red precipitate; 
the sore was about the size of a crown piece, it very nearly brought oa 
a salivation, and the patient was obliged to leave it off. 

A mulatto woman had upon her leg a very bad ulcer, which was 
about the breadth of two palms; it was dressed with red precipitate 
mixed with pommon ointment^ which soon threw her into a violent 
salivation. 

^ A lady, in the month of December 1782, was burnt over the. whole 
breast, neck, and shoulders, as also between her shoulders, on which 
parts deep sloughs were formed. The sores at first healed nearly op^ 
and tolerably well for burns ; but they broke out anew and then be- 
came more obstinate. Seven months after the accident she came to. 
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Lmuiiin, wiih very large sores exUnding across (.be bt)9Mti 9^4 uppfi 
each cide to the shoulders; tbey were extremely tender ar)d,,p|iinru|. 
They cootiqued to heal for some time after slie came to Loqdon ; bu| 
sheibecfime ill, having been afiected with extreme irritability, )a$s pf 
appctit^» sickn^s, and throwing up of her. food ftpd medicines. At^ (bi$ 
time the sores again began to spread, and became very large. After 
having been two months in town with little advantage, l.jLri^d 5var/ner 
dressings, as basilicon to some parts, to see if any advantage wopld arise 
from such treatment, and it was found that these part$> healed ralher 
faster than the others ; but the soreness was /so g^eat, ^yen from the 
mildest dressings, that they could only be used in part^ I pext tried 
red pecipitate mixed with the ointment ; :aiy| that it mig^ increase tb^ 
pain as little as possible, I ordered only jten gr^iius to two pauses of the 
ointment. This appeared to agree betjler with l;l^.so;es than the oint* 
ment alone; and we were happy in haviqg fpgnd a dress lug which 
both hastened on the cure, and was easier tl^n jLhfS former. Biit Abou( 
the fourth or fifth dressing from beginning Che use of the precipitatf^t 
she began to pomplain of her gums ; the next day began to spit, and by 
the seventh or eighth day the mouth was 90 sore, and the spitting sio 
considerable, that upon considering the case we began to suspect that it 
might proceed from the red precipitate in the dressing. The gums, in« 
side of the cheeks, and the breath, were truly mercurial. We immedi* 
alely left off this dressing, except to a small corner, and had recourse to 
the former dressings. In a few days the effects of the mercury abated^ 
and the sores looked more healthy than ever, and we again began to 
dress part of the sqres with the ointment containing precipitate, whicii 
still agreed with them. When the mouth first became affected she had 
not used much above one half 4)f the oiutnfient ; and by the time we 
had discovered the cause about three fourths of it had been expended 
m dressings, so that there were not quite ten grains of precipitate ap« 
plied ; and ahbough.this took up sevea or eight days, and the oiqtment 
must have been soon removed from the sore by the discharge, yet a 
considerable spitting was produced, which lasted above a month. It is 
hacdly to be conceived that above a grain or two could really be takea 
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into the cohstilutlon; for when we^ consider the particles of precipitate- 
were covered with ointment, and a vast discharge of matter so as soon 
to remove this small quantity from the sore, we can hardly admit the 
possibility of more being absorbed ; and if this idea of the quantity 
taken in is just, to what must we attribute the great susceptibility to the 
effects of the medicine? ^'as it the irritable stale of the patient at the 
time? For the state of the constitution appeared to me to be that in 
which the locked jaw often takes place; and I often had this disease in 
my mind. The patient afterwards got well by the use of an ointment 
in which pitch was an ingredient* 

A gentleman introduced a bougie into the urethra smeared with 
mercurial omtment, and rubbed a little on the frsnumi three times, 
and his mouth became affected. All this tends to show tliat sores and 
internal surfaces absorb better than the skin. 

JBesides the practicability of getting the medicine into the constitu- 
tion in either way, it is proper to consider the easiest for the patient, 
each mode having its conveciiencc and inconvenience, which arises from 
the nature of the constitution of the parts to which it is applied, of frum 
certain situations of life of the patient at the time; it is therefore, pro- 
per to give it in that way which suits these circmnstances best. 

To explain this further, we find.that in many patients the bowels can 
hardly bear mercury at all^ therefore it is to be given in the mildest: 
from possible; also joined with such other medicines as will lessen oc 
correct- its violeut local efi£Cts,.although not its specific ones on the con? 
slilution at large. 

When it can be thrown into the constitution with propriety by the exf 
ternal method , it is preferable to the internal, because the skin is not nearly 
so essential to life as the stomachy and therefore is capable in itself of 
bearing much more than the stomach ; it also affects the constitution 
much less ; many courses of mercurj' which are absolut-ely necessaiy, 
would kill the patient if taken by the stomach, proving hurtful both 
to tlie stomach and intestines, even when given in any form, and joined 
with the greatest correctors : on the other band, the way of lilie will 
often not allow it to be applied externally. It is not every one that can 
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find convenience to rub in mercury, therefore they must lake it by the 
tnouth if possible. To obviate the inconvenience often arising from 
the visible effects of mercury, many preparations have been invented ; 
but smy preparation of mercury producing an effect different from the 
simple effects of mercury in that constitution, such as sweating, or an in- 
creased discharge of urine, must be supposed either not to act as mer- 
cury, or the substance with which it is compounded produces this 
efiect ; but if iis peculiar effects are less than usual, I should very much 
suspea that the mercuiy is acting' in part as a compound, and not 
entirely as mercury. 

Mercury, like many other medicines, has two effects, one upon tlie 
constitution and parti<:ular parts, which is according to its mode of ir- 
ritation, independent of any disease whatever. The other is its specific 
effects upon a diseased action of the whole body, or of parts, whatever 
the disease be, and which effects are only known by the disease gradually 
disappearing. The first becomes an object of consideration for the sur- 
geon, as it is in some measure by them he is to be guided in giving this 
medicine so as to have its specific effects sufficient for the cure of the 
disease. . . 

In giving mercury un the venereal disease, the first attention should 
be to the quantity, and its visible effects in a given time ; which, when 
.brought to a proper pitch, are only to be kept up, and the decline of 
the disease to be Ivatched ; for by this we judge of the invrisible or 
specific ' effects of the medicine, which will often inform us that some 
variation in the quantity may be necessary. 

The visible effects of merdury are of two kinds, the one on the con* 
stitution, the other on' some parts capable of secretion. 

In the first it appears to produce universal irritability, making it 
more susceptible of all impressions ; it quickens the pulse, also increases 
its hardness, producing a kind of temporary fever ; but in many con- 
stitutions it exceeds this, acting as it were as a poison. In some it pro- 
duces a kind of hiectic fever, that is, a small quick pulse, loss of appetite, 
restlessness, want of sleep, and a sallow complexion, with a number of 
i;on8equent symptoms ; but by being a little accustomed to the usfi of 

3 A 
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iU these canstitutional eSecls commonly become less, of wliLch the'foTw 
lowing cases are strong instances. 

A gentleman rubbed in mercurial ointment for the reduction of two 
buboes. He had only rul^bcd in a few times, when it affected fa«3 con* 
stitution so much that it was necessary to leave it oSl Ha .was teised 
with feverish complaints of the hectic kind, a small quick pul^e, debi* 
lity, loss of appetite, no sleep, and night sweats. He look the bark with 
James's powder, and asses milk, and got gradually rid of these comr 
plaints. As the buboes were advancing, it was. necessary td^ liave r^ 
course to mercury again; and I told him that now; it would not pro* 
duce the same eflects so quickly, nor so violently as^ before* He rub- 
bed in a considerable quantity without his cohstitution or mouth being 
afieeted> but the buboes suppurating, made me order it to be left off it 
second time, and wheri they were opened be. had ^recourse lo theointr 
ment again for the third time, and without producing amy disagrf^eable 
effecti^. The buboes took on a heaiiog disposition' for a while and thdn 
became stationary, sbmying thata new disposition was foroung. He 
-was directed to leave off the ointment and to baihe in the sea, which 
he did, and the buboes began to heal. In about three weeks however tk 
was thought necessaiy tarub in again, and when .he began, which was 
the fourth time, it had almost ah immediate and violept effect ujion hib 
mouth ; he left off again till his mouth became a Uule i^etter, arid thjeD> 
returned to the mercury .a fifth- time, and wasj able to go on l^ith it. 

A stout healthy man 'rubbed ih riiercurial ointment for a. bubo till it 
affected his mouth ; it further brought on very disagreeable . ciMMtiltir* 
tional complaiuts, such as loss of appetite^ watchfulness^ sallow cont* 
plexion, lassitude from the least exercise, and swelled' 4eg|»; aodfaU 
ihoia^ various nieans w^re used to xeconciWahe CQnstitvti^n to iUyat it 
continued to act aa a poison. ^ ' : 

Mercury often produces pains like those of the rhelJiiii|tism».iUKi also^ 
nodes which are of a scrofulous nature ; from thence it has been accused 
of affecting the bones, '^ lurking in them," as authdrs b^Ve expressed it* 

Mercury often produces an itching of the skiti> so much ififiofne thai 
they can iurdly bear it. i ' ' 
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- AkkMi^nkiicuiy does not always affect (be moiiib yet it sometimcf 
affects the constitution of the person, whose mouth can not be aSecied, 
prpducingiossi^ appetite, pains of the rheumatic kind, and all the con« 
slilutional symptoms of hectic fever; and at the same time shall lye- 
curiQg tJbie venereal disease efiectuaMy. 

* A person had* pains in bis shoulders and blotches on the skin supposed 
to be venerdaL He never could be affected with mercury. I made him 
rub in two drams of strong mercurial ointment every night, and when 
two ounces were rubbed in the blotches began to disappear. He then- 
rubbed in three drams every night, and the symptoms entirely disap* 
pearcd witliout any effects being produced by |he mercury on the 
mouth, skin, or kidnics. 

It may be supposed to be umiecessary to mention in the present state 
of oor knowledge, tliat ' it never gets into the bones in the form of a 
roetaUialthough this has been asserted hymen of eminence and au- 
thority in the profession, and even the disseetidns of dead bodies have 
been, brought^.in proof of it; but my experience in anatomy has not 
convinced me of the reality of such appearances. Those authors have 
been quoted by others; imaginary cases of disease have been in* 
creased ; the enedulous, and ignorant practitioner misled, and patients 
rendered miserable. 

II. OF THE QUANTITY OF MERCURY NECESSARY TO BE GIVEN. 

Thb quantity of mercury to be thrown into the constitution for the cure 
of any venereal complaint, must be proportioned to the violence of the 
disease. Two circumstances are however to be strictlv attended to in 
the administration of this medicine ; which are, the time in which any 
given quantity is to be thrown in, and the effects it has on some parts 
of the body, as the salivary glands, skin, or intestines. Tliese two cir- 
cumstances taken together are to guide us in the cure of the disease ; 
for mercury may be thrown into the same constitution in very different 
quantities ao as to produce the same ultimate effect, but the two very 
di&rent quantities must be also in different times; for instance, one 



864 OP THE LUES VENEREA, 

ounce of mercurial ointment rubbed iu in two daysi will. have moire e^ 
feet upon the constitution ihat two ounces rubbed in in ten ; and to pro- 
duce the same effect in the ten days, it may perhaps be necessary to 
rub in three ounces or more. 

The effects on the constitution of one ounce rubbed in in two days are 
considerable, and ako its effects upon the diseased parts ; therefore a 
much less quantity in such a way will have greater effects ; but if these 
effects are principally local, that is, upon the glands of the mouth, the 
constitution at large not being equally stimulated, the effect upon* the 
diseased parts must also be less, which is to be determiued by the local 
disease not giving way in proi)ortion to the effects of the mercury oa 
some particular part. 

If it is given in very small quantities, and increased gradually so as 
to steal insensibly on the constitution, its visible effects are less, and it 
IS hardly conceivable how much may at last be thrown in^ without 
having any visible effect at all.* 

These circumstances being known, it malces mercury, a much more 
efficacious, manageable, and safe medicine, than formerly it was thought 
to be ; but unluckily its visible effects upon some particutar parts, such 
as the mouth, and the intestines, are somefimes much more violent than 
its general effect upon the constitution at large; therefore a certain de- 
gree of caution is necessary, not to stimulate these parts too quickly, as 
that will prevent the necessary quantity being given. 

The constitution, or parts/are more susceptible of mercury at first 
than afterwards : if the mouth is madesoi^, and allowed, to recover, a 
much greater quantity may be thrown in a second time, before the 
same soreness is pnojduced ;, and indeed 1 have seen cases where it could 
not be produced fron^ as much ^s. possibly could be throwjQ in. Upon 
a renewal of the course of mercury, therefore, the same precautions are 
not necessary as at first. Wc are however every now. and then deceived 

* To give ail idea of this, a geotleman had the meredry fall on his niootb upon rubbiDg 
in ten grains of the ointmeat a day, for ten days ; the ointment was equal parts ; bat by * 
leaYing off and beginning anew, he at last rubbed in eighty grains every night for a months 
without having his mouth, or any of the secretions yisibly afiecied. 
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by this medicine, ubeing hardly possible to produce effects visible at 
onetime; and afterwards, the mouth, and intestines, shall all at onc^; 
h6 affected. , 

Mercury when it falls on the mouth produces in many constitutlonf 
violent inflammation, which sometimes terminates in mortification.* The; 
constitutions in which thi^ happens I suspect are of the erisypeiatous . 
kind, or what are called the putrid; therefore in such^ greater cauticm 
is necessary. Mercury in general, that is, where it only produces its: 
common effects, seldom or ever does any injury to the constitution* It. 
should seem only to act ibr the time, and to leave the constisution in an^ 
healthy state. But this is not always the case, for probably mercury can 
be made to affect every constitution very materially, being capable of; 
produbing l^ocal diseases, as has been mentioned ; and also capable of 
retarding the cure of chancres, buboes, and certaia effects of tlie ^lues 
venerea, after the poison has been destroyed. 

III. OP THE SENSIBLE EFFECTS OF MERCURY UPON PARtS. 

* 

Th£ sensible effects of mercury are generally an encrease of some of the 
s^retio.ns, a. swelling in the salivary glands, and encrease of saliva; an 
encrease of the secretion of the bowels, which produces purging, and aa. 
encrease of the secretion of the skin^ producing sweat, also oftea an en- 
crease of the secretion of urine. Sometimes one of these secretions only. 
is-affe<:tQd, sometimes more, and sometimes all of them togetlier. But. 
the effects upon the mouth are the most frequent. 

Mercury often produces headachs, and also costiveness, when its 
action on other parts becomes sensible, especially upon the glands of 
the mouth. 

When (he mercury falls upon the mouth, it does not affect all parts 
of it equally, sometimes attacking the^guniS; at other times the cheeks, 
which become thickened, and ulcerate^ while the gums a^e not in the 
least affected) as appears by the patient being, capable of biting any 
thing hard. 

Mercury^whenit falls upon the mouth, ^d parts belonging to the 
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inoutljy not (MiTy encreasesi the discharge of Ihose parts,^but it bfliig&' oa 
great tumefaction, which is not of the true inflammatory kind where^ 
coagulable lymph is thrown out, but rather resembling erisypelatous 
tumi^action. llie tongue, cheeks, and gums siv^H, and the teeth become 
loose; all which is in proportion to the quantity of meroary given, and 
susceptibility of the parts for ^jch irritation. It produces great weak- 
ness -in the partSi'in which ulceration easily takes place, especially if 
they are in the least imtated, which is often <ionc by the teeth, aud 
-even mortification sometimes ensues. How far it produces similar ef- 
fects when it falls on other parts, I do li^t know. The saliva in such 
i^ases IS generally ropy, as if principally from the glands affected. The 
breath acquires a particular smell. 

- A person could not have mercury applied externally without its oc« 
-casiouing violeut inflammalron. He could take ten or twelve grains of 
the mercurius calcinatus every day without aflfecting his bowels or 
mouth, but it affected his head, so that he could hardly walk; and, to 
use his own expressi(Hi, he did not know *' whether bis head was off 
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' As mcrcur)' generally produces evacuations, it was naturally imagined 
4hat*it was by this means it effected a cure of the venereal disease; but 
«cperience has taught us, that in curing the venereal disease by this me* 
dicihe, evacuations of any kind produced by it are not at all necessary; 
^nd this might have been supposed, as siniilar evacuations produced by 
other medicines are of no service, therefore it was reasonable to imagine 
Ahat these evacuations when produced by mercury, were also of no ser-- 
vice; except we could suppose that the evacuation produced by the 
mercury was not the same with that produced by other medicines, but 
that it was a specific evacuation ; that is to say, a discharge carrying off 
the venereal poison by its union with the mercury^ and therefore the 
faster the mercliry went off, the sooner would the poison be carried oat 
of the constitution. But this is not found to be the case in practice; on 
the contrary, evacuations produced by the medicine retard the cure^ 
especially if the secretory organs are too susceptible of this stimulus; for* 
then the quantity which is necessary, or sufficieut for the cure of the 
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^Jisease caopot be taken f^ri, the.:effEici$:of the m^diciri^ qppn particular 
parts bci^ gr^^ler th^n the pat^it- can b^ar ; ajid >Al>< quantit^yi oriner- 
cqry to.)>e;]Lhrow9;.iDto the;coi;is(itMtj<Ki.niH$t.b€ limil^^ ^od regulated 
accordiDg to the quantity:of evacujU^^on, and not acCprding tO/|he extent 
of the disease.; O^i cheipther,hand|,if:it is giveili, witb;pare; so asttQ^vokl 
violent eyacnation, ai^iy quantity.n>ay,be;thr(^wi^ili)Sa£cientXorth^Gur 
of the disease; 

Certain evacuations may be, supposed lo be ajoark of. the. cooatjttu- 
tional effects of mercury^but they are not to be entirely dependcid upon, 
the sei:retio;is being oi^y^^ proof of : the susbeptibUUy iof aome, parts ta 
such a^timulusj; hoYfeveriitisprokabie thatju general, they form! ^ good 
.criterion of ijts constilutional iffecta. Some have gone so far as to c(uppose 
that quantity of mercury alon^, witbolufc any sensible efiEscta, <is sufficient 
for the cuip of the.dis^ase ;i ai^rthbiis in some degree th6 case, but not 
completely sQi,io^ we have ly) good proof of its affecting the conijtiUitiO^ 
l>ut .by produfHng an' incre^c af some of the $ecreUon«%. . 
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IV. OF THK ACTION OF MERCURY; 
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Mercury can have but two modes of action, one upon the poif0ii,it3be 
]Other on the epnsiUuticNnL: we can hardly suppose It to act both ways% 
Jf mercury acj|.ed upon the poison only, it might be supposed to be in two 
ways, either by destroying its qualities by decomfposing % or by attract- 
ing it Mid carrying it out of the conatitutidn. If the firat were the actiiui 
4>f mercury, then wie might reasojaablysuppMe that quantity alone would 
ba the thing to be depended upon ; if the second,' that the: quantity of 
evacuation would be the principal circumstance. 

But if it act upon the principle of destroying the diseased* actdoti of 
the living parts, counteracting the venereal irritation, by. producing an* 
oth^ of a different kind, th6n neither quantity alone noii evacuatioh wijtl 
ay ail' fBuch; butiit will be quantity,, joined with sensible effects, that 
^ill produce the quickest cure, which from experience we find to be the 
i^ase. But^ although the eftf^cts that mercury has upon the veoefeal 
^iasRM afelin^oitie dipgroe itt)prt}portion to its local e&cts oasomelioC 
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glands, or pankular part of the body, as the moutb, skin, kidneys, and 
intestines, yet it is not exactly lit this propdrtioil, as has beeta mentioned. 
When mcitury disagrees as it were constitutionally, producing great 
irritability and hectic symptoms, this action or jr rilation is not a coimter 
irritation to the venereal disease, tint is a constitutibnal irritatidn, hav- 
ing no effect on the disease, "which continues to increase. Mercury losing 
its effects upon the disease by use, is a proof that it neither acts chy- 
mically, nor by carrying off the poison by evacuation, but by its stimu- 
lating power. *" 

The effects will always be in jiroportion to . thfe quantity in a given 
lime, joined with the susceptibility of the constitution to the mercurial 
irritation. These circumstances require the minutest attention; and in 
order to procure its greatest action with safety, and to procure this in 
the most effectual way, ii must be given till it produces local effects 
-somewhere, but not too quickly, that we may be able to throw in a pro- 
per quantity ; for local effects produced too quickly, prevent the suffix- 
cient quantity being thrown in for counteracting the venereal irritation 
at large. I have seen cases where the mercury very readily acted locally, 
and yet the constitution was hardly affected by it, for the disease did 
not give way. 

A gentleman had a chancre which he destroyed with caustic, and 
dressed the sore with mercurial ointment. He had also a small uneasi- 
ness in one of his groins, which went no further, but which showed an 
absorption of the poison. The chancre sobn healed, and he rubbed in 
about two ounces of mercurial ointment. He began this course with 
small quantities, that is, a scruple at each rubbing, and increased- it; 
however, it soon affected his mouth, and he siMt for about a month. 
I'wo months after he had a venereal ulcer in one of his tonsils. Here 
was a xsoosiderable sensible effect from a small quantity of mercury, 
which proved ineffectual, because its specific effects, as I apprehend, 
were not in proportion to its sensible effects ; the saliVary glands being 
too susceptible of the mercurial irritation. 

On the other hand, I have seen cases where quantity did not answer 
till it was given so cpiickly as to afiectibe^constitjution in siutb ii manner 
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as to produce local irritation, and, consequently, sensible evacuations ; 
which is a proof that the local effects are often the sign of its specific 
effects on the constitution at large, and shows the susceptibility of the 
diseased parts to be affected by the medicine is in proportion to the 
effects of it upon the mouth* Its effects are not to be imputed to eva* 
cualion, but to its irritation ; therefore mercury should be given, if 
possible, so as to produce sensible effects upon some parts of the body, 
iind in the largest quantity that can be given to produce these effectsr 
within certain bounds ; and that these sensible effects should be the. 
means of determining how far the medicine may be pushed, in order ta 
have its best effects upon the dbease without endangering the constitu* 
lion. The practice here must vary according to circumstances; if the 
disease is in a violent degree, less regard must be had to the constitu* 
tion, and the mercury is to be thrown in in larger quantities ; but if 
the dise4.se be mild, it is not necessary to go beyond that rule, although* 
it is better to keep up to it, on purpose to cure the disease the sooner. 

If the disease is in the first order of parts, a less quantity of mercury 
is necessary than if it were in the second order of parts, and had been of 
long standing, with its first appearances only cured, and the venereal 
disposition still remaining in the secondary parts. To cure the disease, 
whether in the form of chancre, bubo, or lues venerea, probably the 
same quantity of mercury is necessary ;^ for one sore requires as much 
mercury as fifty sores in the same person, and a small sore as much as 
a large one ; the only difference, if there is any, must depend upon the 
nature of the parts affected, whether naturally active or indolent. If 
there be any material difference between the recent and constitutional,, 
which I apprehend there is, it may make a difference in the quantity. 
I do conceive that the recent are upon the whole more diSicult to cure; 
at least they commonly require longer time, although not always. 

Having thus far premised these general iiiles and observations, I shalL 
now give the different methods of administering mercury. 
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T, OF THE DIFFERENT METHODS OF GIVING MERCURY 

EXTERNALLY— INTERNALLY. 

f 

\ 

Previous to the giving of mercury, it is very proper to undeistand as 
much as possible the constitution of the patient with regard to this me- 
dicine, which can only be known in those wiio have already gone 
through a mercurial course ; but as many of our patients are obliged to 
undergo this treatment more than once, it becomes no vague inquiry; 
for las there are many who can bear this mediciqe much better than 
others, is is very proper that this should be known, as it will be a direc- 
tion for our present practice. I think that few constitutions alter in 
this disposition ; although I knew one case, which admitted of a consi- 
derable iquantitr at one time without being visibly afieet^d ; hut about 
alwelvemonth after was affected with a very little. 

When mercury is giving to cure the lues venerea, whatavier. length 
we mean to go in the sensible effects of it, we ^should get to that length 
if possible, and we should keep up to it. For we shall find it difficult 
to bring its effects to that standard agaia if we allow it iQ get beiow it. 
If the mercury should get beyond what we intended, we should be very 
much upon our guard in lowering it ; and should prob2d)ly begin to 
give it again before its effects are reduced to the intended standard: for 
the same quantity now will not operate so powerfully as before: inso- 
much that what at first produced greater eflfects than was intended, will 
not be suflScient afterwards, 

Mercury is best applied externally in form of an ointment. Unctu* 
ous substances keep it divided, attach it to surfaces, and do not dry; it 
may also be supposed that ithecomes a vehicle for the mercury, and 
carries it through the absorbents to tiie geperal circulation ; for it is 
probable that oil is as easy of absorption as watery substances. 

If the symptoms are mild in the first order of parts, and the pitmnt 
not accustomed to mercury, or it is known that he cannot bear the me- 
dicine in great quantity, and it is intended to conduct the cure by al* 
most insensible means, it is proper to begin with small quantities. One 
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sctuple, or half a dnmii of an ointment made of equal parts of quick- 
silver and hogs lard, rubbed in every night for four or six nights, will 
be sufficient to begin with* If the mouth is not affected the quantity 
IMay be gradually increased till two or three drams are rubbed in at 
each time ; but if the first quantity has affected the mouth we may be 
almost certain that the glands of the mouth are very susceptible of the 
mercurial stimulus ; therefore it will be proper to wait two or three 
days till that effect begins to go off. 

When we begin the second time the quantity may be gradually in- 
creased, at least a scruple every time, till two drams or more is rubbed 
in each niglit, which maybe done without affecting the patient very 
considerably a second time, as has been already observed. 

If all the symptoms gradually disappear, there is no more to be done 
btit to continue this practice for a fortnight longer by wsty of security* 
This method steadily pursued will cure most recent cases of lues ve^ 
nerea ; but it is not sufficient if the disease has been merely kept under 
by slight cotlrses of mercury ; a greater quantity becomes necessaryi 
from a kind of habit the constitution has acquired, by which it is reOf 
dered less susceptible of the mercurial stimulus. 

If the disease should return in the second order of parts, we may be 
certain the same quantityof mercury will not be sufficient to cure them, 
their action being slow under the venereal irritation, therefore require 
more than what had been first given. 

I maybe allotted to remark, that where the venereal symptoms have 
been ulcers in the mouth or throat, I have suspected that the mercury 
being brought to the mouth, and the saliva being impregnated with it, 
and acting as a mercurisd gargle, cured those parts locally ; and that 
the constitution has remained still tainted; the mercurial action in it 
having been much inferior to what it was in the mouth. Perhaps $ome« 
thing similar may take place in eruptions of the skin where the mer- 
cury passes off by sweat; for we know that sulphur will cure the ^tch^ 
by passing off in perspitalion. If these are facts, then it may in som^ 
degree account for the local symptoms in the first order of parts being 
easier of cure than (hose itt the^secottd. 
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After venereal blotches on the skin have been removed by mercury, 
they sometimes recur afterwards, which has led many to have recourse 
to mercury again, but the proper practice is to desist some time to see 
what becomes of them, as they often disappear again spontaneously; 
but as in some they may be a recurrence of the disease, in such mer- 
cury must be given. 

The manner of living under a mercurial coui'se need not be altered 
from the common, becnuse mercury has no action upon the disease 
which is more favoured by one way of life than another. Let me ask 
any one what effect eating a hearty dinner, and drinking a bottle of 
wine, can have over the action of mercury upon a venereal sore? 

I own, however, that I can conceive cold affecting the operations of 
mercury upon the venereal disease ; it is possible that cold may be 
favourable to the venereal imtation, and therefore contrary to that pro- 
duced by mercury ; and there is some show of reason for supposing 
this ; for I have before asserted that cold was an encourager of the ve- 
nereal irritation ; and therefore keeping the patient warm may dimi- * 
nish the powers of the disease while under the cure. 

Mercury given internally is in many cases sufficient. It is the most 
convenient way of giving this medicine, for many will swallow a pill, 
who do not choose to rub the body with the ointment ; indeed there 
are many circumstances in life which make this mode of introducing 
it into the constitution the most convenient ; but on the other hand, 
tliere are many constitutions that cannot bear mercury given inter- 
nally ; when these two circumstances meet in the same patient it is un- 
fortunate. 

Mercury taken internally often produces very disagreeable effects 
upon the stomach and intestines, causing sickness in the one and griping 
and purging in the other. 

If it be found necessary to give it internally, and it disagree either 
^ith the stomach or intestines, or both, even the most simple prepara* 
tion, its ejQTects, whatever they are, must be corrected or prevented, by 
joining ^with the mercury other medicines. If it affect the stomach 
only« the mercury many be joined with small quantities of the essential 
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oils, as ihe essential oil of cloves, or camomile flowers, which will in 
many cases take off that effect. If it both disagree wiih the stomach and 
bowels, which I believe arises either from the mercury meeting with 
an acid in the stomach by which part of it is disolved forming a salt, 
or from being given in the form of a salt, both of which will generally 
purge and become the cause of their own expulsion. There are two 
ways of obviating these effects; the first is, by preventing the salt from 
fortning ; the second, by mitigating its effects on the intestines if formed, 
by taking off their irritability. To prevent the salt from forming, the 
best way is to join the mercury with alkaline substances, either salts, or 
earths : and when given in a saline state, it may be joined with opium, 
or some of the essential oils. 

To prevent the formation of the salt, take of the preparations of mer- 
cury, such as mercurius calcinatus, mercurius fuscus, or calomiel, form- 
ing them into pills with the addition of a small quantity of soft soap, 
or any of the alkaline salts ; the alkaline salt also prevents the piil from 
drying : or, instead of these, a calcareous earth may be joined with the 
mercury, such as chalk or crabs eyes: upon this principle is the mer- 
<;urius alkalizatus, which is crude mercury rubbed down with crabs 
eyes. But these substances add considerably to the bulk of the medi- 
cine, no less than twenty grains being necessaiy for a dose ; which con« 
tains seven grains and a half of crude mercury. The mercurius caici* 
natus rubbed with a small ])roportion of opium makes an efficacious 
pill, and in general agrees well both with the stomach, and bowels. 

Opium has been long joined with mercury to cure the venereal dis* 
'ease. . By some as much has been attributed to the opium as the mer* 
cury ; however, opium should be given with care, for it is not every 
constitution with which it agrees, often producing irritability, in some 
lassitude and debility, in others spasms. 

If the mercury is not given in the above manner, but in the form of 
a salt, or the salts are allowed to form, then it should be joined with 
one third of opium, and a drop of the oil cloves, or camomile, which 
will make it agree with the stomach, and prevent its purging; or if it 
is found still to disagree both with the stomach, and bowels, it may be 
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compounded still further, by joining with the raerciify the aWcaliiie saFte, 
the opium, and some essential oil* 

A grain of mercurius calcinatus made into a pill, with the addiliotr 
of such medicines as the stomach or bowels may require^ mdy be given 
every night for a week ; and if in that time it has riot affected the mouth 
it may be repeated evening and morning; and after the patient has 
been accustomed to the medicine, and it is found not to fall much upon' 
the mouth, it may be increased to two grains iii the eVWilng, and One 
in the morning. 

The same directions hold equally good either with the mercuriiw 
fuscus, or calomel ; but it requires more of these last preparations of 
mercury to have the same medicinal effect upon the disease, than of the 
bgfore mentioned ; perhaps the proportion of their effects are abdut 
two, or three, to one. Why this should be the case is probably not 
easily accounted for, the quaiitity of mercury being very nearly the 
same in a given weight in both, for in eight grains of calomel there are 
seven grains of cra<Ie mercury. Three grains of these preparations^ ap- 
pear only equal to one of the mercurius calcinatus. The crude rtier- ' 
cury given in the same quamities with either of the formefr appears the 
least efficacious of all, for fifteen grains of crude mercury rubbed dowi^ 
with any mucilage^ seems only equal to one or two of the mercurius 
caleinatQS. 

The coiTosive sublimate, which is a salt capable of stimulatitig vio^ 
lently, is generally given in solution in water, brandy, or some of the 
simple w*ater^, and has been used with (he appearance of considerable 
success. It would appear that it removes ulcers in the mouth a6 soon, 
if not sooner than any of the other preparations ; but this I suspect 
arises from its application to these parts in its passage to the stomach, 
acting upon ihem locally as a gargle ; however, from experience it ap- 
peai3 not to have sufficient powers over the venereal irritation ; in re- 
cent cafifcs only removing the visible local effects, without entirely des- 
troying the venereal action ; for many more have been found to relapse 
after living taken this prq>aration, than from many of the others ; 
which is owing to its passing very readily off" by the skin. Besides, it 
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disagree much more with the^omacfa, and iutestines, than auyof the 
other preparations. 

A grain of this medicine dissolved in about an oqiice of some fluid, 
is generally the dose, and increased according as it agrees with the 
bowels, and according to its effects upon the mouth, and disCfise. 

As corrosive sublimate contaios an acid, and as you must be guided 
by the effects of the acid on the bowels, the quantity of mercury you can 
give in this form is necessarily smaller than in the other preparations. 
Ward's, drop coiHaining less acid can be given in larger quantity, and 
is more efficacious €m that account. Perhaps any of these preparations 
united with a scruple of gum guaiacum may have more effect than 
when given alone ; an electuary is a. convenient form. 

This practice continued for two months will in general cure a com- 
mon lues venerea ; but here it is not meant that any time should be 
specified. After all the symptoms of the disease have disappeared* 
this course should be coqtinued at least a fortnight longer; but if the. 
symptoms disappear very suddenly, as they often do, perhaps within 
eight or ten days, probably from the medicine going off by those «ur«' 
faces where the disease appears, the medicine sliould be continued three 
weeks, or perhaps a ^month longer, and the dose increased. Jn.9Uch 
cases the visibie local effects appear to be cured, while a venereal dis- 
position remains in the parts. 

Various are the preparations of mercury recommended for intern^i 
use, while practitioners have generally been satisfied with but one for 
external application. Every practitioner finds some one of the prep^* 
rations answering to better appearance in some one case than anoiliert 
which casts the balance in favour of that medicine in his mind; or 
others finding the bad effects of a particular preparation at some one 
time, have generally condemned that preparation ; not to mention that 
deceit is often practised in the cure of this disease. One would natur- 
ally suppose that the simplest preparation in the best, that which is 
easiest dissolved in the animal juices, does least michief to the stomach, 
or general health, and is least disturbed or hindered in its operations ;. 
for we can hardly suppose that g^y substance joined with mercury which 
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alters either its chymical or mechanical properties out of the body, caa 
add to its power in the body, except a substance which had a similav 
power when acting alone. 

VI. OF THE CURE OF THE DISEASE IN THE SECOND OR 

THIRD STAGE. 

In the more advanced stages of the disease the mercurial course must 
be pushed further. The greatest quantity of that medicine, that the pa- 
tient can bear at a time, is to be thiown in, and continued with steadiness 
till there is great reason to suppose the disease is destroyed. It will not 
be possible in such cases to prevent the mouth from being considerably 
affected, tlie quantity of mercury necessary to be thrown in for the cure 
of these stages of the disease being such as will in mosst cases produce 
that effect. 

Before the disease has advanced so far, the patient most probably has 
taken mercury, and it is proper to inquire how he has been affected by 
it, and what quantity of it he could bear, which will in some degree 
direct us in ihe quantity now to be begun wiilu If the patient has not 
taken mercury for a considerable time, and is easily affected by it, whicb 
is the case that admits. of the least quantity, it will be necessary to begin 
cautiously, regulating the quantity according to circumstances; but if 
the person has taken mercury lately, although easily affected by it, more 
freedom may be used on returning to it, because it will have less power 
on his moulh, as also on the disease ; again, if the person has been taking, 
mercury very lately, and is with difficulty affected by it, which is the. 
case that admits of the greatest quantity, then it may be administered 
freely, so as to affect the constitution in the proper time. If the mercury 
is brought to the mouth in six or eight days, and a considerable soreness 
is produced in twelve, it will in general be a good beginning. In such, 
cases the constitution is, if possible, to be surprized by the medicine so 
as to produce its greatest effects, but with such caution as to be^ able to 
keep up these effects by quantity. 

Friction will answer belter than giving, it internally ; for in this way 
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we are snrer of throwing in a larger quantity in a given time than could 
be taken internally without hurting the stomach. 

The quantity of mercury applied in this way should be, under cer- 
tain circumstances, in proportion to the surface on which it is applied, 
and the surface should be completely covered with the ointment ( for 
half an ounce of mercurial ointment rubbed in upon a given siirface, 
will have nearly the saoM effect as one ounce rubbed in on the same 
surface; therefore, one ounce, to have double the . effect^ should have 
double the surfac€. The quantity of ointment must therefore be adapted 
to the quantity of surface ; for on a certain extent of surface no more 
than a determined quantity of ointment can be applied so as to be ab« 
sorbed"; and applying a greater quantity would be useless; and if the 
quantity of surface is greater, the same portion of ointment cannot be 
diffused so as to employ fully all (he absorbents. Every surface which 
is used may J therefore have its full quantity of ointment, but certainly 
should not have more, if we are to attribute the effects of ihe mercury 
to the quantity. 

It has most prob^ly been always the practice to rub the mercufy well 
in, as it is termed ; but I suspect that this arose rather from an idea of 
the surface being porous like a sponge, than of absorption being per- 
formed hy the action of vessels ; and it is probable that this action in 
the vessels producing absorption, may be rather disturbed ^han excited 
by friaion. 

How long the course is to be followed is not to be exactly ascertained, 
it may be thought proper to continue it till the local appearances, as 
nodes, have subsided ; but I suspect that this is hardly necessary, except 
they'^^ive way readily; for in such cases the local complaints, or tume« 
faction, fcc. generally require a longer time to be removed than the v€« 
nereal action: and local applications must be of service, especially if 
such tumefactions are obstinate. 

The manner of living under such a severe course, which is, in every 
respect, weakening, is to be particularly attended to ; the patient must 
be supported ; and tlie local effects of the medicine in the mouth pre- 
venting his taking many kinds of nourishment, especially such as are of a 

3C 
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solid form ; fluids must form his only nourishmeoti and ihese should be 
such as will become solid after they are swallowed ; milk is of this kind. 
An egg beat up with a little sugar, and a little wine ; sago, saloop, Sec. 
fonn a proper diet. In many cases wine and bark must be given 
through the whole course. Sugar is perhaps one of the best restora- 
tives of any kind we are acquainted with, when a constitution has been 
very much debilitated by long fasting, from whatever cause, whether 
from the want of food when in health, or in the time of disease, or 
where the food has not been allowed to answer the constitutional waste, 
as in a course of mercury, and when the disease or course of mercury is 
gone, then sugar will restore such constitution probably better than 
any thing else. 

Although it is not a common opinion, and therefore not a common 
practice, to give sugar entirely with this view, yet there are sufficient 
proofs of its nutritive quality over almost every other substance. It is 
a well known fact, that all the negroes in the sugar islands become ex* 
tremely lusty and fat in the sugar-cane season ; and they hardly live 
upon any thing else. The horses and cattle that are allowed to feed 
upon the sugar cane all become fat. The hair of the horse becomes fine. 
Birds who feed upon fruit never eat it till it become very ripe, when it 
lias formed the greatest quantity of sugar, and even tlien only on such 
as furnish the largest quantity of sugar. Insects the same ; but in this 
tribe we cannot have a stronger instance of this fact than in the bee. 
Honey is composed of sugar, with some other juices of the plant, with 
a little essential oil ; but sugar is the principal ingredient. When we 
consider that a swarm of bees will live a whole winter on a few pounds 
of honey, keep up a constant heat about ninety -five or ninety*six de- 
grees, and the actions of the animal oeconomy equal to that heat, we 
must allow that sugar contains perhaps more real nourishment than any 
other known substance. 

We see too that whey is extremely fattening, which is the watery 
part of the milk, containing neither the oil nor the coagulable matter; 
this arises principally fix)m the sugar it contains ; for being composed 
of the watery part it holds all the sugar of the milk in solution. If the 
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milk is allon^ to become sour it is npt so fattening, because it, j(itthe 
sugar whicb is become sour. ' 7 r 

Although the nutritive qualities of .sqg^r l)aye no^ ^n sp^gj^merally 
Icqown as to introduce it into universal practice, yet they have not en- 
tirely escaped the Qotice of practitioners. Mr. yauxi from observing the 
negroes in the West Indies growing fat in the sugar season, has been 
induced to give it in very large quantities to many of his patients, and 
with very good .^efi^cts. Honey is perhapa as good a mode of taking 
this substance as any: sweetening every thing that is either eat or drunk| 
whether by sugar in honey, or sugar alone, is probably immaterial ; 
yet it is probable that the other ijigredients in honey may add to its 
owtritive i|ua}|ty. 

ft 

VII. OF LOCAL TREATMENT, 

If the local effects have gone no further than inflammation and swelling, 
either of the soft or hard parts, most probably no local treatment will 
be necessary, for the treatment of the constitution will, in.general re- 
move them entirely. 

It sometimes however happens that the local complaints will not give 
way, but the parts remain . swelled in an. indolent and inactive state, 
even after there is eveiy reason for supposing the constitution is per- 
fectly cured. In such cases the constitutional treatment is to be as- 
sisted by local applications of mercury to the part, either in the form of 
a plaister or ointment. The latter is by much the best mode. If these 
are not sufficient,, as often happens; v(q must endeavour to dt^troy this 
disposition by producing an inflammation of another kind. I have seen 
a venereal node which gave excruciating pain cured by an incision only 
being made down to the bone the whole length of the node ; the pain 
has ceased, the swelling has decreased^ and the sore healed up kindly 
without taking a grain of mercury. Blisters have been appli.ed to nodes 
with success; they have removed the pains and diminished the swel« 
lings ; so far furnishing a proof that local treatment may assist mercury 
in many cases. 
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^'This tfeatmetit; has not only been useil to assist mercury in chose 
cases where the medicine did not appear to be equal to the disease, but 
it has beeir used at the commencement of the cure, and even before 
mercury had 1)een' applied ; but it was still thought necessary to go 
through the same mercurial course as if nothing had been done to the 
liocal complaints. 

It may be asked, what advantage arises from the incision or applica>- 
tion of the bGster? The advantage is immediate- relief from violent 
pains ; and as there are two powers acting, it is natural to suppose the 
cure will be more' speedy. 

After all the above trials it may happen that the local eflfects shall 
still remain, forming as it were a new disease, which mercury may in- 
crease, and therefore other methods of cure may be tried» as will be 
described hereafter. 



VIIL OF ABSCESSES— EXFOLIATION. 

When an abscess forms in a node in the periosteum, the bones are gene- 
rally effected and make part of the abscess. Great attention should be 
paid to themi for suppurations in them are not like suppurations in 
common abscesses, they are seldom produced from the true suppurative 
inflammation, and therefore are slow in their progress, rarely produc* 
ing true matter, but a mucus, something resembling slime, which lies 
flat upon ihe bone. This circumstance makes it difficult to determine 
when suppuration has taken place, and in many cases to detect matter, 
even where it is formed. Another circumstance which renders the 
presence of matter in such cases doubtful is, that the progress of the 
disease is generally checked very early by the use of mercury. This 
matter is often reabsorbed during a mercurial course; and it is proper, 
particularly in an early state of the complaint, to give it thb chance ; 
but if the absorption does not take place, and the complaint is in anad* 
yanced state, it must be opened. 

The surgical treatment of the parts under such circumstance is the 
same as in other diseases of these parts ; opening with great freedom is 
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absolutely necessary ; for the more parts are exposed, the more inclln- 
able they are in general to take on the healing state, and still more so 
here ; for violence assists in destroying the venereal disposition. No 
skin covering a bone should be removed from an abscess, especially in 
the lower extremities. 

If the abscess is opened freely, and an exfoliation takes place, which 
is generally the case, it is to be treated as any other exfoliation. Exfoli- 
ations succeed much better here than in many other cases, because the 
disease from which they proceed can generally be connected, which is 
not the case in many diseases of bones where exfoliation takes place. 
Gases however sometimes occur in which after the venereal disposition 
has been corrected another diseased action takes place in the bone, tho 
nature of which will be explained when upon the effects remaining after 
the disease is cured^ and the diseases sometime produced by the cure^ 

I • 
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IX. OF NODES ON TENDONS, LIGAMENTS. AND FASOiE. 

The observations made on the nodes of the periosteum and bones are 
applicable to swellings and suppurations of the ligaments and fascias; 
but it is still more difficult to ascertain the presence of matter in them 
than in the former, 

' When a thickening only of the ligaments oi* fasciae is the consequence 
of the disease, it is very obstinate, as in many cases the diseased part 
may be cleared of all venereal taint and still the swellings remain. 
Blisters may often be applied here with success ; but if they fail, then 
it will be absolutely necessary to make an incision into the part, to ex« 
cite a more vigorous action ; for although the complaint has nothing 
venereal in it, nor is any contamination to be feared from it in future^ 
yet as it leaves often very obstinate and disagreeable swellings^ which 
neither give way to medicine nor time, it is proper to use every mean& 
for their removak 
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X. OF CORRECTING SOME OF THE EFFECTS OF MERCURY. 

Formerly when the management of mercury was not so well under- 
stood, nor its effects in this disease so well known as they are at present^ 
it was generally suppossed to act by evacuation from the salivary glands, 
and was therefore always given till tliat evacuation took place ; and as 
its effects in the cure were imagined to be in proportion to the quantity 
of this evacuation, it was pushed as far as possible without endangering 
suffocation. From this treatment it often happened in thosu^ coivtitu- 
tions which were susceptible of the mercurial irritation, and in which 
the medicine produced much more violent, effects pn some particular 
secretions than could be wished» that recourse was obliged to be had to 
medicinca correcting the effects of mercury ; as these effects were oftev 
an hindrance to its being in sufficient quantities for the cure pf the 
disease. 

I mentioned, when treating of the effects of mercury, that the sensi- 
ble increase of the secretions produced by it were in the following order ; 
first of sajiv9« then sweait, then urin^ and oft^ of the muci^ of iiH^s* 
tine$, producing purgii]^ ; I also observed that when any of those secirei- 
tions became too violent, that the hand of the surgeqn was tji^ up till 
they w/ere moderated. Atteiiipts have been inade to le^ei:^ t)|Ose. ef- 
fects in two ways, either by the destniction qS i(s ponder on, th« bOfiy m 
general, pr by its rempval ; but oeijLher of ths^e tfip^m h»ye^ suofieeded. 
It never has once been thought necessary to aitteixipt to lessen. i(s powitrB 
on the organs of secretioui so as still to. retain the same qugptity i^ tb^ 
constitution, or even to, throw in more, which if it cou^d be ^^cted, 
would be sometimes of great service ; but as we are not yet ^cqii^iofted 
with powers sufficient for these purposes^ we are <Mig^. tp obsejr^^e 
great caution in our mode of giving the medicine. 

I have endeavoured to show that this medicine need not be gJM€a 
with a view to procure those evacuations, and that it may be given in any 
qauntity without increasing either of those secretions in any evident de* 
gree ; however, after every precaution we maybe still deceived, and the 
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medicine Will every now &nd then produce greater effects than were in. 
tended. It is vety necessary therefore to seek for a preventive of the 
effects of mercury, when likely to be too violent, or to remedy those 
effects tviien they have already taken place. 

The comtaon practice when mercury produced violent effects upon 
the intestine, was to counteract these effects; but this was not done 
with a view to retain the iliercury in the constitution, but to relieve the 
bowels that were suffering by the action of the medicine : whereas the 
proper practice would be to stop its progress here, as id every other out- 
let, that more mercury may be retained in the constitution. 

Although these increased secretions arise from the constitution's beitig 
loaded with mercirry, yet there is no danger in stopping them, for they 
do not arise from an universal disposition becoming a local, or critical 
one ; and therefore if such an action be checked or stopped in one place, 
it must necessarily fall upon some other ; but it is from the part being 
more susc^tible of this irritation than any other, and the quantity now 
in the constitution being equal to the susceptibility of the part ; and 
therefore though its efiects are stopped here, it does not break out any 
Where else, every other part being capable of supporting this quantity, 
add of remaining unaffected till more is thrown in. 

When the mercury attacked the salivary glands it increased their se* 
cretion so much as in some cases to oblige practitioners to administer 
such medicines as were thought likely to remove this new complaint. 
This susceptibility of the glands of the mouth, and the mouth in gene- 
ral, to be easily put into action by this medicine, was generally sup- 
pose to arise from a scorbutic comtitution, to which most complaints of 
the mouth are attributed. I am of opinion that scrofulous people, and 
those of a lax and delicate habit, are more subject to have it fall on the 
mouth than those of a contrary temperament. 

Purges were given upon a supposition that mercury could be carried 
off by the evacuation produced by them, and they were repeated ac- 
cording to the violence of the effects of the medicine, and the strength 
of the patient : but I can hardly say that I ever have seen the effects of 
mercury upon the mouth, lessened by purging, whether it arose spon^ 
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taoeoody, was prodaoed by pu t yug mediooei, or cvaa w1k& arinag 
from (be mercury hsdL Am this method was not foand miXkicnk tot the 
removal of the complaint other oiediciiies were tried; solpfanr was 
supposed to be a specific for the removal of die effixt of mercury. 
Whether this idea arose fimn practice or reasoning is not material ;^ 
but I diink I have seen good cffecis from it in some cases* If we can 
suppose purging of any service, purging with snlphor would answer 
bests 3s it would exert its effects both as a purge and as a specific. 

Sulphur certainly cnteis the circulation as sulphur, bec<aisc our sweat 
and urine sme*! of it ; if it does not combine with the mercuiyand des* 
troy its proper; ies as mercury, it is possible, agreeable to the opinion of 
those who iL:>i thought of giving it with this Intention, that it may so 
combine as to form j£thiop*s mineral, or something similar, for we know 
that the j£ihiop's miueral however formed does not in general salivate. 
It is possible too, that sulphur may act as a contrary stimulus to mer- 
cuiy, by counteracting the effects of it in the constitution. Sulphur has 
even been supposed to hinder the mercury from entering the circula* 
tion. Upon the whole, as these preparations of sulphur and mercury 
are still supposed to have good efiecls, and as I think I have seen good 
effects in other cases, we must either allow that they enter the circula- 
tion, or that their w^hole efiects are on the stomach and intestines, with 
which the rest of the body sympathises. The good efiects from sulphur 
in lessening or altering the immediate effects of mercury, can only take 
place when that medicine is really in the constitution ; therefore a dis-> 
tinction is to be made between such as arise immediately from mercury, 
and one continued from habit after the mercury has been evacuated 
from the constitution, a case that sometimes happens, and which will 
be taken notice of in its proper place. 

The taste in the mouth from the use of mercury has been known to 
go off, and not to be perceived for a fortnight, and the same taste has 



^ Sulphur uniled With aoy of tlie metals probably destroys their soIabiHly io the juices, 
cr ftt least their elTccIs in the circulation ; none of the cinnabars act either as salphur, or 
mercury. Crude antimonyi which is regulus of antimony and sulphur, has no effect. Arse* 
sic when Joined witli sulphur has no effect, nor has iron. 
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recurred : this I am informed has happened twice to one gentleman from 
the first quantity of mercury taken. To arccoUnt for this fs' not tsLsy : in 
whatever way it htippcns it is a cm*ious fact. 

When the mercury has fallen upon the mouth and throat, washing 
those parts with opiniA ha^ oRen good effects, for o^iutti t^kes o^ irri- 
tability) and of course the sOi'enesSi which is dn^ means of Icss^iiing the' 
secretion. A dram of tinctura thebaicia to an ounce of water makes a 
good wash, or gai^le.^ 

When the mercury falls upoii thd ikin/it is neither so diskgreeable 
nor so dangerous as when it falls, upon the nibuth : however, it niay 
often happen that it will be proper to ch^ck such a discharge, both upon 
account of its being troublesome, and of its lessening thei effects' of the 
medicine in the constitution by carrying it off. The bark is perhaps one 
of the best correctors of this increased sedretion. 

When the itledicin^ attacks th6 kidileys and iilcrea^eiS the* secretion 
of these glarids, it ie not so troi!ibIesom'e as when it produces sweating, * 
though it is p6sfttble that it may carry off the mercury t66 s66n ; but as 
w€ bavei but few medicihes that can lessen that secretion,' in niost ciases 
it nnist be allowed to go on. The bark niiay in siicli daSeS be' given wi^h 
advantage. 

When the mercirty fa!ts upon the bowels, it proves ofleh mote dan- 
geroQs and trdublesome than in any' of thd fonxier case^, especially the 
twt> last; but it is pelrhap^ most' in oiif pdwfer to prevent or palliate. 
Opium should be given in siich quahtities as to dvercdm'd the complaint, 
and I believe willseldbm fail in k'emoving all the syiiiptbms: 

* My umog opitiin in^ itiis way was- from anislogy^ fin^Jing'that opi^im quieted the bowels 
when a purging come on in consequence of mercury : I tried- it by way of gargle to the 
mouthj and found good effects from it, but not equal to those which it produced in the 
boWd^ 
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XI, OF THE FORM OF THE DIFFERENT PREPARATIONS OF 

MERCURY WHEN IN THE CIRCULATION. 

It would appear from reason, and many circumstances, that mercury 
must be in a state of solution in the juices of the body before it can act 
upon the venereal disease, and indeed before it can act upon any other 
disease. That mercury is in a state of solution in our juices, and not in 
the state of any preparation of mercury that we know of, is very pro- 
bable from the following facts. 

First, crude mercury, every salt of mercury, and calx of mercury, is 
soluble in the spittle, when taken into the mouth, by which means it is 
rendered sensible to the taste: from thence it must appear that it is ca- 
pable of solution in some of our juices. 

Secondly, crude mercury, when divided into small parts by gum 
arabic, kc. so as to be easier of solution when taken into the stomach, 
generally purges ; but crude mercury taken without such division has 
no such powers, not being so readily dissolved in the juices of the sto- 
mach. The simple calx of mercuiy has the same effects, purging, and 
much more violently from being, I suppose, readier of solution in the 
animal juices; for if it only purged from its union with the acid which 
happened to be in the stomach, it most probably would not purge more 
than crude mercury ; although it is very probable that the calx is easier 
of solution in a weak acid, than even the crude mercury. 

Thirdly, every preparation of mercufy producing the same effect in 
the mouth, and also having one and the same effect in the constitution, 
shows that they must all undergo a change, by which they are reduced^to 
one particular fonn. We cannot say what that form is, whether it is the 
calx, the metal, or any other that we are acquainted with ; but it is pro- 
bable that it is not any of them, but a new solution in the animal juices 
peculiar to the animal itself This is rendered still more probable by 
this circumstance, that every preparation of mercury put into the mouth, 
undergoes the same change, and the spittle has the same taste from every 
one of them. If every different preparation of mercury had the 



OF THE LUES VENEREA. S»7 

properties in the constitution that it possesses out of it, which we must 
suppose, if it enters and continues in the same form, in that case the ve* 
nereal poison must be eradicated in as many different ways as there are 
preparations. Crude mercury would act mechanically, by increasing 
the weight and momentum of the blood ; the calx would act like brick- 
dust, or any other powder that is heavy ; the red precipitate would sti- 
mulate by chymical properties in one way, while the corrosive subli- 
mate would act in another, and the mercurius flavus in a third. This 
last would most probably produce^vomiting as ipecacuanha does, which 
acts as a vomit, whether thrown into the stomach or circulation. 

Fourthly, all the preparations of mercury when locally applied act 
always one way, that is, as mercury ; but some have also another mode 
of action, which is chymical, and which is according to the specific 
nature of the preparation. The red precipitate is a preparation of this 
kind, and acts in both these ways ; it is either a stimulant or an es» 
charotic. 

To ascertain whether this opinion of mercury being in solution in our 
juices was just, I made the following experiments upon myself. 1 put 
some crude mercury into my mouth, as a standard, and let it stay there, 
working it about, so as to render it easier of solution, till I tasted it sen- 
sibly ; I then put into my mouth the mercurius calcinatus, and let it 
remain till I perceived the taste of it, which was exactly the same ; but 
I observed that it was easier of solution than the crude mercury. I 
tried calomel in the same way, and also corrosive sublimate, after be- 
ing diluted with water, and the taste was still the same. It was some 
time before I perceived the taste of the crude mercury in my mouth. 
I tasted the calx and calomel much sooner. The corrosive sublimate had 
at first a mixed taste, but when the acid was diluted, it had exactly the 
same taste with the former ; all these different preparations producing 
the same sensation or taste in the mouth. 

From the results of these experiments it would appear, that the mer- 
cury in every one of them was dissolved in the spittle, and reduced to 
the same preparation or solution. 

To try whether mercury m the constitution would produce the same 



^^ 04^ THKI^UES VENEREA) 

t^^^ iq ^hfl ffpvths H n^!??d in, oii^r^ria^ pintra^t upop p»y thighs tiU 
my m(Vi^U W4S, affectecl, pud I cqqjd plainly t^t^ the nwrpury; and 2^, 
bfl; a^ I ^9iJil4 re^y upoji;* p[\y raeropyy, the ^?lc ^as ex^9Uy tU^ s^w^ a» 
ij?l, ^Ij,^ (onpei; e^erimeDts. 

I ^^Qwed sqnp^f ti^roe fpr qiy mouth to, jeti perfectly v^eJl and free froffii 
th^ tast;e; I, thep^ took calomd iu pillfs t;iU it; wa$ aSeaed ag9«in in the 
sa^q^e way. \ aff^erward^ topk mer^i^ii^s cakinatuS) a.nd also corrosive 
su^pdimate. All these ei^perimepit^ x^ere attend,e4 wi^h the saroc resudt ; 
thi^ inerquj^ in ^very form pj^oduqing the 2^mp ta^tq, Mfbich ^ca^ alsc^ 
exactly tl;i9 $an)^ ^s x^hep thq ^eyer^ pr^p^r^tipns v^^c put into the 
n^pptb. 

Fi;om l(h^ a^ove exp^ripaents it must app^aK,that vheawprcury pror 
duces, ^vaqn^atipn b;^ the iiiouthi it certainly {goes qS* in th^t; d^sch^ge ; 
afid fiqcf^ t^l?n<;9 ^^^ n^ay reasonably c^pnclpde, that wh€;i;^ other evacu^ 
ajions ar(^ produced frpm the n^edicine wUen, in t^e qons^itution, as pur^^- 
ing, Sweating, or an increased flow of urine, that it also goes off by t^fSSQ 
e\^^?Wti9i:^S| ^!;hich be<;on3ie outlets tp thfi.raei;cury. 

Frqm thj? aboye qxperipaents, it appears tp be inima^erial; what pre- 
paration pf mercury i^ usqd ip the jgurq pf tjbis disea^e^ provided it h or 
easy s^lHt»w?»?, W ppi; juicqs, *ha pr.ep^r*tJRn% eiijf i^t; oft spli*ti^n. boipg 
always th^ be^t 

XII. OK THE OPERATION OF MERCURY ON THE POISON. 

M!iE.cuR,Y n^y be supposot), tp act ip tbrqe- different W4ys. in. owing th^ 
venereal disease. Fim» it may unite with tUo poispn. chymioajdy, an4 
decompose it, by which means its powers of ircitatipn maybe destroyed* 
S^co|ndly, it may carry it o^it 0(f the constitutioa by evap^ation.; qr, 
thirdly, it may produce afj, irritation ii^ the cgnstitutioa which counter- 
acts the venereal, and entirely destroys it. 

It has been supposed that mercury acts simply by its weight in the 
circulating fluids ; but of this we can form no. adequate idea,;, andif. it 
were so, other substances should act on this djse^se iu proportiOR to 
their weight, and of course many qf tl^em, should, cure it ; but. fropi 
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txperieDce we find, thai such boditii a» have c^dti^id^rabll^ Weight, al ttt(Mt 
of the metak^ have np effect on thi« dis6afte< Wd h&Ve no pvd6[ of mei^- 
cuiy aaiflg by a decompoftition of the poison froth any of tl^ concoihf* 
tanl circiunslances^ 

Mercury certainly don not cute the iretieteitl disease: bf lintttng firftb 
the poison and producing an e vacation. Tat m those <ik^ where ihei*- 
cury is gtvtn in such a way 2» to produce cKmside^able ^aciiatrotfd, or 
in those constitutions where evacuatiens are easily excited by mercury, 
its effects upon the diseased action are the leist ; atid the* sapme etracii-^ 
alions produced by any other raean9, YtiFft not the least effect dtt (he 
disease. 

Whether the mercury be supposed t^ eany dff the eircfulafting; poison, 
or to decompose it, in neither way couId it produee, #he<i^ focalfy ap^ 
plied, any efiect on a venereal inflamcnatioi^ or sorti arising from iht 
constitntkn ;: for a^ loa/g m mvy of the poiMM^ existed! in the cti^euiatioty, 
none of them could be heated by loeafl< applications, the circolation cod^ 
sttanily carrying the poison^ to th^n ; btt we find' tfhe contrary of this 
to be true ; foe a reiieKal sore arising frons the- eonstitittion nlay he 
ciired locally* 

Thfi last or third of our modes of action of mercury seeiM to-itte the 
moftt pnobabls, and fyr. many reasotta. FiraCi because the disease ean in ' 
many cases be cured by raising a violent stimuki9 of another kind ;' and 
perhaps^ if weoould raise such a constitutional irritation without dm^' 
gee, aa we oGtsixcan^ in l€>aal cases, we might core the venereal disease* 
in the same ooamier, and m one qnattei* of the usual time. Secondly, wd^ 
find that mercury acts as^ an universal stimulus, causing great irnta-* 
biliLy in the constitution^ making the heart beat faster, and rendering 
the arteries more rigid, so as to produce a hard pulse, as hasrbeen al- 
ready observed. It may further be said to produce a disease, or a pecu- 
liar or unnatuval' mode of action in a certain degree. The foHowhig 
case wiJL illustrate thi*. A gentleman bad' electricity recommended' 
to him forsome. complaint he had. The el^tricity wasapplicdi but 
wiibont ajo^- visible eftct. Besides' the contpiaiiit* for wHicH' be used- 
electricity, he badi a^v^miereal one, for which hewas fir^ put uttdir a^ 
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course of mercury, and while under it the electricity was applied for 
the former complaint ; but he had become so iijitable that he could 
not bear the shocks of one half their former strength ; but the most 
curious part of the case was, that the shocks had a much greater effect on 
the disease than what they had before when twice as strong, and he now 
got cured/ This gave the surgeon a hint, and having another occasion 
to use electricity, also without effect, he put the patient under a gentle 
course of mercur)% and then found the same effects from the electricity 
as in the former case, and the patient also got well. 

The powers of mercury upon the constitution appear to be as the 
quantity of mercury and the susceptibility of the constitution to be af- 
fected with it, without any relation to the disease itself; and we find 
that the power of mercury upon the disease is nearly in the same pro* 
portion. This fact gives us an idea of the irritation of mercury upon 
the constitution, and consequently an idea of administering it, and of 
the cure of any disease for which it is a remedy. 

As we find that a given quantity of mercury produces double effects 
in some constitutions to what it does in others ; also, that in those cases 
it produces its effects upon the disease, we arc led to believe that it is 
this effect upon the constitution which cures the disease ; and therefore 
if it did not produce this effect it would also not have performed a cure. 
I have already observed, that the cure does not go on exactly in pro- 
portion to the visible efilects upon the constitution, except quantity in the 
medicine is joined with it ; which if true would incline us to believe 
that there was something more than simply a constitutional stimulus, 
which most probably is a peculiar specific effect which is not regulated 
entirely by its visible effects, either constitutional or local, although 
they appear to have some connection. 

This fact being known, obliges us to be more liberal in giving mer- 
cury in those constitutions where. it makes but little impression, than in 
those which it easily irritates; although in these last we must not be 
entitely regulated by its local effects, nor depend upon a commonly 
sufficient quantity, but be ruled by the sensibility of the constitution, 
and quantity joined ; for in those where the constitution appears to be 
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very susceptible of the mercurial irritation, where small quantities pro- 
duce considerable local effects, it is still necessary to have quantity, al- 
though it is not so necessary to take the quantity in general that is sup- 
posed to be sufficient. We must be guided by the three following cir« 
cumstances, the disappearance of the disease, the quantity of irritation 
produced, and the quantity of the medicine taken. 

XIII. OF GUM GUAIACUM, AND RADIX SARSAPARILLiE IN 

THE VENEREAL DISEASE. 

I HAVE hitherto only recommended mercury in the cure of the venereal 
disease; and indeed it is the only medicine to be depended upon. 
However, as both the guaiacum and sarsaparilla have been recommended 
as powerful remedies in this complaint, I took a favourable opportunity 
of trying their comparative powers in the venereal disease upon the 
same person. 

The guaiacum* I found had considerable specific power over the dis- 
ease, consequently it may be of service in slight cases, where it may be 
inconvenient or improper to give mercury on account of some other 
disease. These cases however I have not yet ascertained ; or it may 
be given in those cases where it is apprehended that the quantity of 
mercury necessary to subdue the disease would be too much for the 
constitution to bear ; cases which sometimes occur. The sarsaparilla 
appeared to have no effect at all. 

I shall relate exactly the case in which their comparative powers 
were tried. A man came into St. George s Hospital with venereal sores 
over almost his whole body : there were many excrescent sores in the 
armpits, some of which were about the size of an halfpenny ; there were 
the same appearances about the anus, between the buttocks, along the 
perinaeum, between the scrotum and thigh, where those parts come in 
contact with one another. Those upon the skin in general had the 

* The lignum guaiaci was imported by the Spaniards from Hispaniola af a care for the 
Tenereal disease, in the year 1517, having been given to one of them by a native. 
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cQiQngi09. ^ppAarQWre. X ord^r^d 4 poult ice^ oS the gmm gAaiaicum to be 
a^pU^d ta ^e sQve%, in i)n» right armpitt; ako a poiUtice of a strong de* 
co(:tiQp of s;af;s^ipfiriUi( 3ind oatmeal miiced^ to be applied to the left ami- 
p|f. 'j^hQSQ poi^tkea Vere c)|?p0g^d every day for a ibitni^ theex- 
^];es^nt, sp^e$ ii:^, tim right a^iBpit wQre entirely healed, and become 
even with the skin, %nd: covered with a natural skin, allfaougli sKHae-^ 
what discoloured ; the sores in the left armpit, which were poulticed 
with sarsaparilla/ were rather worsQ than, when the poultice was first 
applied, as indeed were all the sores, except those in the right armpit. 
I then ordered the poultice of guaiacum to be applied to the left arm- 
let, which wa^ done, a(i.d the soreis there also got well in a fortnight; I 
was now perfectly cpnyinced th^t the gum guaiacum had cured, thsa^ 
eruptions locally. 

I. next wished to seeM(hat effect the. gum guaiacum vuhould have upon 
thq remaining sQre^ when g^iy.en iutecnally^ that is, those about the. 
anus, scrotum, and on the skin in general. The patient begao with, 
hal^a dram three times eyery d^y, whl^h purg/ed hint; but tbi&was 
prcjventcd byjoining^it with opijujpci. Ip abAUt four weeks all the erup* 
tjon^ were cu^e4,^an4 be was aUowed tq stay in the hos{iitaJl soooie. time 
longer to see if he, would conl,inue well ; but. about. a foctnigl|rt after he . 
began to break Qut apew, an4 in a vei^ short time was almost; as bad as 
ever. I began a sec9u4 time the gum. giiaijapusa ioternaUy , but it had 
lost all its powers or rather thQ.con^tituji;k>a was no longer aSected by 
it. He was put under a course of mercury and^cured^ 
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CHAPTE R IV. 

OF THE EFFECTS REMi^INING AFTER THE DI^ifASE IS 
CURED, ANJ) OF THE DISEASES SOMETIMES. PRODl/Q^D 
BV TiHE CURE. 

t 

Ik treating of the local .tfkcis of the venereal disease^ the gonorrhoea 
and chancre, as also tbe bubo, I observed that after the virus was des- 
troyed there remained in many cases some of the same symptoms, and 
particularly after the gonorrhoea. It tras also observed, that though 
all the^^mptoms wei:e entirely cured, yet they were liable to bre^k out 
again. A gleet will appear, sqmetimes attended with pain, so as to re* 
semble a gonorchoea; after chancres there will be sores resembling 
them; and buboes jifter the virus is gone, will not heal, but spread. ](n 
4he lues venerea the same thing often happens, especially if the inflai^- 
^nation and suppuration have been violent in the parts. These ca^es 
puzzle considerably; for it is difficult to say when the venereal virus is 
absolutely gone. In such doubtful cases the treatment to be followed 
becomes more undetermined. 

Such complaints are more common in the tonsils than in any other 
part, for we often find that while a mercurial course is going on, and 
the ulcer on the.tonsils healing, or even healed, they shall swell, become 
excoriated, and the excoriations shall sometimes spread over the whole 
palatum moUe, which renders the nature of the disease doubtful. I 
believe these excoriationS} as well as such other appearances of disease 
as come on during the use of mercury, are seldom or never venereal. 
In all such cases I would recommend not to contmue the mercury longer 
than what appears sufficient for overcoming the original venereal com- 
^plaints, not considering tho^e changes in the case as venereal. The bark 
is often of service here, and may be given either with the mercury, or 
after the mercurial course is over. 

SE 
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It often happens that venereal abscesses will not heal up, although 
they have gone a certain length towards it ; for while the venereal ac- 
tion remained in the part, the mercuiy disposed that part to heal, but 
under that course the constitution and part had acquired another dis- 
position, proceeding from a venereal and mercurial irritation affecting 
a particular habit of body, or part, at the time, which new disposition 
differs from the venereal, mercurial, and natural, being a fourth dis- 
position arising out of all the three. I sus|)ect however that it depends 
chiefly on the constitution ; because if it was owing to the other two, 
we should always have the same disease ; and what makes this opinion 
more probable is, that it differs in different people, at least it is not 
cured in all by the same means. The constitution being predisposed, 
the other two become the immediate causes of action* As soon as the 
venereal irritation is destroyed by the mercury, or becomes weaker thau 
the other two, then the effects of the others take place* While the ve* 
nereal action prevails the mercury is of service, and the sore continues 
healing ; but when it is lessened to a certain degree, or destroyed, the 
mercory not only loses its powers, but becomes a poison to the new 
disposition that is formed ; for, if mercury is continued, and the sore 
spreads, it should therefore be immediately left off. 

Some of the sores formed in this way not only resist all means of 
cure, but often inflame, ulcerate, and form hard callous bases, so as to 
put on the appearance of a cancer, and are often supposed really to 
be so. 

We find also that new diseases arise from the mercury alone. The 
tonsils shall swell where no venereal disease has been before, the peri- 
osteum shall thicken, and also probably the bones, and the parts over 
them shall become ocdematous and sore to the touch; but as these 
complaints arise while under a mercurial course they are not to be 
reckoned venereal, but a new disease, although they are too often sup- 
posed to be veneieal and on that account the mercury is pushed as far 
as possible. In such cases if the complaints for which the mercury was 
given are nearly cured, and the medicine has been continued a sufiici* 
ent time after, to complete the cure of those complaints, then of course 
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it ^hoiijd be left off; and if there be any doubt it should be left off 
rather sooner ^han if^no such complaint had taken place, because it is 
probably producing a worse disease than the venereal ; and if after the 
cure of these complaints from the mercury, the venereal disease begins 
again to come into action, mercury must be given a second time, and 
now the constitution will be better able to bear it, especially if atten- 
tion has been paid to the restoring the strength of it. Those diseases 
of the tonsils and periosteum I suspect have something scrofulous in 

them. 

Besides local complaints arising from the combined action of the 
mercury, the disease, and the constitution, there is sometimes a consti- 
tutional effect, which is a weakness, or debility, a languor, want of ap- 
petite, frequent sweats threatening hectic ; but these happen mostly in 
those constitutions with which mercury disagrees. These complaints, 
local as well as constitutional, arise in some measure from weakness. 
They are difficult of cure, whether arising from a venereal chancre, 
bubo, or the lues venerea. Strengthening medicines are of most ser- 
vice : the bark is of great use though in general not sufficient, as it can 
only more or less remove the weakness, the specific qualities still re- 
maining. What these are, is I believe not yet known, but I suspect 
that many partake of the scrofula, and this opinion is strengthened by 
their frequently giving way to sea*bathing.* 

I. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE MEDICINES USUALLY 

GIVEN FOR THE CURE. 

A DECOCTION of the woods, among which are commonly included guaia- 
cum and sarsaparilla, is one of the first medicines in the cure, and many 
of the cases yield to it, which gives them the credit of curing the ve« 

* In a case of an ulcerated rib from a venereal caate^ and five nodes on the shin-bone, of 
tweNe months standing, a deep salivation of six months was undergone, after fruitless at« 
tempts by gentle friction. None of the sores were healed by the mercniy, and the patient was 
ordered to bathe in the sea, and take the bark. In three <v foar monUis the sores all healed 
np very kindly ; but the side last of all. ' 
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>nereal disease, while such diseases were supposed to be venereal. The 
sarsaparilla was often given alone, and was found to produce nearly the 
same effect. The good effects of it in one case established its reputa- 
tion,* A diet drink discovered at Lisbon was also of considerable ser* 
vice; and as it cured cases similar to those cured by the sarsaparilla, 
it was imagined that the diet drink consisted principally of a decoction 
of this root. This was still on the supposition that all those cases were 
venereal; Ibut ii was observed at last those medicines did not cure this 
disease till mercury had been given, and in tolerably large quantity. 
This was sufficient to lead some thinking minds to doubt whether they 
were venereal, or not; and their being cured by different medicines 
ought to produce a conviction of their being different from the venereal 
disease, and that they are themselves of different kinds. 

The mezereon has also been found to be of service in some symptoms 
of the lues venerea, such as nodes of the bones, but their being venereal 
was taken for granted. The mezereon is seldom given in venereal 
ulcers in the throat, or blotches on the skin, which of all the venereaf 
symptoms are the most certain, and the most easy of cure ; yet it was 
conceived that it removed such symptoms as are the most difficult of 
cure ; but all those cases in which the mezereon has been given with suc- 
cess plainly appear not to have been venereal. 

When the hemlock came into fashion in this countiy it was given in 
almost every disease, and of course was tried in some of those complaints 
consequent to the venereal disease ; and some of these it was found to 
cure, so that it now stands upon the list of remedies. Velno*s vegetable 
syrup has had similar effects in some of these cases ; and opium appears 
also to have many advocates. Opium, like the sarsaparilla, and meze- 
reon, was supposed by its first introducers to cure the lues venerea,* 
but like the sarsaparilla^ it appears to have no effect till mercury has 
done its. best^ or its worst, t It has certainly considerable effects in many 

« See ID Loniott Medical Easays a. ease pvUMied by Mi, Vosifse,. sow Sir William 
Foid|yce. 

t See Medical Communicatioiis, vol. I. page S07« 
t See a patnphlet published by Mr. Grant. 
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diseases, both in sRich as are consequent to the venereal disease, and 
others arising from other causes. 

It has been long a favourite medicine of mine, not only as relieving 
pain, for that is its common effect, but as a medicine capable of altering 
diseased actions, and producing healthy ones^ In all sores attended 
with irritability, a decoction of poppy heads made into a poultice is an 
excellent application. Bleeding sores that do not arise from weakness, 
biYt from irritability, have the bleeding stopped immediately by this 
application. Mr. Pott b, 1 believe, the first who showed the world its use 
in ihortifications. My first mode of applying it for the cure of diseases 
was locally, in which I found it had most saluiary effects in some cases, 
and it was ordered afterwards internally upon tlie same principle, and 
it was also found tp have salutary cfects in this mode. In two cases 
that had been long suspected to be venereal^ its effects were very re- 
markable ; and by i(s having cured them it confirmed me in my opinion 
that they were not. But when I was informed that they cured the ve- 
nereal disease in the army in America by opium, I then began to ques- 
tion myself, whether I had formed a right judgment of the nature of 
those two cases whieh were cured by opium. To ascertain whether 
opium would cure the lues venerea or not, I made the following trial 
at St. George's Hospital. 

A woman was taken into the hospital with blotches on her skin which 
had arrived to the state of scabs, and with well-marked venereal ulcers 
on both tonsils. A grain of opium was ordered to be taken the first 
night, two the second, and so on, increasing a grain every night, unless 
something should arise to forbid it» This was closely followed till the 
nineteenth night, when slie was ordered a dose of physic as she had be- 
come costive, and the opium was omitted. On the 20th she began 
again, and continued increasing the dose as before till it amounted to 
thirty grains, no alteration being produced in the sores, except what arose 
from the loss of time, whereby they were rather worse. I concluded, that 
if she had taken mercury to aifect the constitution as much as the opium 
did, the venereal disease must have been nearly cured or at- least much 
lessened ; but as that was not the case^ it convinced me that the opium - 
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had no effect whatever on the venereal disease. I then put her under 
a course of mercury, by friction, and in a short time it affected her 
mouth, the sores soon began to look better, and they went on healing 
without interruption, till the disease was cured. I may just observe, 
she found very little inconvenience from the opium ; it kept her quiet, 
but she was not particularly sleepy. 

Opium for the future will be given with another view than what it 
has comtnonly been, not merely to allay pain but to cure diseases. As 
those diseases which opium will cure are not yet known, it will be tried 
in a thousand cases in which it will not succeed, and in many it will 
even do harni ; but at last it will find its place ; and the doses for such 
purposes will probably far exceed what is given at present. But as 
opium is capable of doing mischief, it should always be given with great 
attention to its effects. Its effects are just the reverse in some cases of 
what they are in common. In some constitiitions it increases all the 
complaints, even such as it commonly cures. I have known constitu- 
tions where opium disagreed in every way ; where it purged ; where 
it increased the irritability of the bladder and urethra, producing watch- 
ing, restlessness, and extreme uneasiness. It in some cases seemed to act 
like a poison : the following is a remarkable instance of this, and is also 
another proof of its inefficacy in the venereal disease. 

Luke Ward was admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital, January 
li{, 1785; his complaint was an ulcer in the throat of three months 
standing, which both from its appearance, and the symptoms which 
preceded it, seemed to be venereal. He was ordered two grains of 
opium twice a day, which he took a few days without any other effect 
than that of sleeping better at night than usual, when the dose was in* 
creased to two grains three times a day. His throat now gave him less 
pain; but upon inspection was not found to be at all mended. After 
two days the dose was increased to three grains thrice a day ; from 
this quantity he felt little or no inconvenience : he complained of being 
a little drowzy; his eyes were rather inflamed, and his face rather 
flushed. He continued to take this quantity for five days, and then it 
was increased to three grains four tinies a day. Next moming the 
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redness and heat of his face was much increased, and had extended over 
his whole skin ; he complained of pain in his head. His pulse was full 
and strong ; he was bound in his body, and his belly was tense and 
painful. The opium was omitled, and such remedies as the present 
symptoms seemed to require were given, but without effect ; all his * 
symptoms continuing to increase till he died, which was on the fourth 
day after; during 'this time the ulcer increased much, and the dis- 
charge of saliva was so great as to resemble a slight salivation. 

This case proves in the first place, that the opium had no effect upon 
the ulcer in the throat; and in the next, that it is a medicine capable of 
producing very violent effects in the constitution, requiring therefore 
great caution in the mode of administering it. 

John Morgan was admitted into St Bartholomew's hospital with an 
-ulcerated leg. The common applications were tried for seven weeks, 
at the end of which time he was in every respect worse, having no sleep 
fronii constant pain, and he was sinking very fast. Two grains of opium 
were given every two hours, for twenty-three days ; it made him hot 
and costive, and his pulse became strong and full, but without sleep or 
abatement of pain. The dose was increased to four grains every two 
hours in the day, and eight grains every two hours during the night. 
The effects were costiveness, retention of urine, loss of appetite, an in- 
flammatory disposition, no sleep, without any amendment of the ulcer. 
On the third day of taking the last mentioned quantities he awoke from 
a short sleep delirionS) and continued so for twelve hours, when it left 
him very weak, sick at his stomach, and with a low pulse. In three or 
four hours the delirium returned and continued forty eight hours; the 
pulse on its return immediately rose and his strength returned to a very 
great degree. When it went off* he fell into a sound sleep for about 
eight hours, and awoke very tranquil, though weak ; no more opium 
was given, and the leg in the space of a month healed. 

In the first twenty-three daysJie took twenty-four grains a day; for 
the last three days he took seventy- two grains a da/. In twenty-six 
days he took seven hundred and sixty-eight, which is nearly two ounces 
of opium. * 
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SarsaparlUa is frequently giTcn ; but the opinions formed of its use 
appear to be vague and unddtemnmed. It is neithfr wholly allowedi nor 
IS it absolutely denied to bav£ eJiects upoii the venereal disease. It is 
the common opinion that sarsaparilla does not cure^ except where mer* 
cury has been given. 

From the comparative experiment made with it and the gualacunai it 
would appear to huvejao effect upon the venereal irritation itself, and 
therefore can be ol no service till that irritation is destroyed,; and as 
mercury is the antidote for that poison, and becomes one of the causes 
'6flhe complaints <which sarsaparilla is good for, therefore mercury is 
not only necessary to destroy the poison, but also assists Iq, forming the 
diseases we are now treating of. 

' From the opinions :iof its being of service in the venereal .disease, it 

4ias been, and is stilLa^commoci ^practice to give it with the imercury : 

Vhetherit ready is of any service iai Ibelieve, much to be doubjLed ; .l^t 

4t is lea^y no conceive itia many cases to be of use in preventjiag the 

formation ^f*tUe disease arising from tnercuiy. When glvea along with 

the rtreFcuryitife^oftenJoined with the gum guaiacum, orthe wQod.of 

'the guaiacum, which we.isnaw^will have some effect; 

' The sarsaparilia \b generally givea in form of a .decoctiqn, three ouno^ 

"to three^pints of -water, boiled xiinvn slowly to a quart,. and the half or 

-whole is dratik every daiy,igeQ6raRy at three different tim«s, often et 

'tneals. It is sometimies groand.to a powder, and takea every day with 

^ the same effect; but I should pnefer the extract made into pills, as the 

'easiest way of t^Jiing tbisimsdicine. 

In many of these cases I have seen good effects from the hemlock^ of 
which the 'following is an instance ; and 1 would further refer the rjeader 
back to the observations given. of this medicine when treating of the 
disease produced inconsequencc.of a.bubo, p. 305^ 

A poor woman had undergone repeated salivations, which had always 

relieved the most pressing symptoms ; butiifter being afflicted more or 

less for three or four years,. ylcers broke. out in her nose, and all otver 

'"^her face, with what is ^called a true cancerous appearance. The sores 

became soon very deep, and gave very considerable pain. Mercury, 
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ssmaparflla, and bailc were gireni withoat tSect ; the sores getting dnWy^ 
worse, the ^atts affected wci^ ordered to be held over the steam of » 
decoction of hemlock every four hours, and as much extract to be taktin 
ititertialif as the patient could bear. She had sleep, and was free from 
pain the first night ; and ib a few days the sores put on a healhig- ap^ 
pearance. She lost her nose and one side of her mouth ; but in six weeks 
time every part was skinned over. She remained well for three months, 
when the disease returned with redoubled violence and soon destroyed 
her : probably the hemlock should have been continued longen 

11. OF THE CONTINUANCE OF THE SPITTINa 

It sometimes happens that the spitting continues after there is every 
reason for supposing the mercury is entirely out of the constitution ; for 
the taste of the Inedicine shall be entirely gone : this is similar to some 
of the symptoms, of the different species of the venereal disease. As it is 
only a continuation of an action, or an effect of mercury when in the 
constitution, it is necessary to distinguish it from the original, or from 
the immediate effects of mercury ; since on this distinction rests the 
method of cure. This may be reckoned a gleet of these parts. Such con- 
stitutions have been generally supposed scorbutic : and where there is 
a great susceptibility of the mercurial stimulus in these parts, the sali- 
vation will continue for months after the mercury has been completely 
removed ; but this medicine not being given now in quantity spfficienC 
to produce such violent effects on the salivary glands, these cases sel- 
dom occur. 

In such cases I would recommend strengthening diet, and strength* 
ening medicines : bark, and steel, are some of the ' best. Sea-bathing is 
one of the best restoratives of relaxed habits, especially after mercury. 
Mead's tincture of cantharides is supposed to be of service in those cases. 
I am inclined to believe that a solution of opium might be of service as 
a gargle. 

The alveolar processes have sometimes become dead, and exfoliations 

3 F 
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hzyp taken place; this alone has kept up a dischari^ of3?4iva. Whea 
this happens, we mu^t wait till separation takes place»;and extract the 

loose pieces, after which the salivation will subside*. . : ... 

I have seen part of the jaw exfoliate from this cause* In niost cases 
the teeth are loose, and in many they drop out. . 
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CHAPTE R V. 

OF PREVENTING THE VENEREAL DISEASE. 

^s diseases In general should not only be curedi but when it is pos« 
filble:fa*e vented, it will not be improper to show, as far as we knoW|ik>w 
that may be done:; forJo tbi9 disease we can with more certainty pre^ 
vent infection, its origin being known. 

Preyentjyi^s ^;;e^pi:eYiQUMQF;Ui\mediate applications, and maybe di^ 
vided in^o variQp^ kind3 ; as tliose that will not allow the venereal matter 
to come ip QQutact with the paiits;. (hose which wash it off before it^tt*. 
ipul^tes: and thqf^e which will act <)hyn)ically and destroy the poison^ 
. Oils rubbed on a dry part slick to it, and prevent any thing that if 
wateiy from coming^ in contact with i( ; and as the venereal poison is 
mixed Y}tj\ a;wate^y:fluid, it is not allowed to touch the part, 
^ Ey^ry thing which has a power .of mixing with the venereal maUer^ 
suicj reqioying it from, the part to; which it i$ applied, may prove a pre- 
vention ; caustic alkali is the best for this purpose ^ is unites with the 
matter, forming a soap, and is then^ easily washed off. 

It i^ pQssible^tbis pnion with the alkali ix)ay destroy the poigon: the 
alkali must be much dilt)t^ or it >rill excj^riaie. 
Lime-w^ter would make a, good wash. 
If both these methods were put in practice there would bp still more 

security, i • 

Goulard's extract of Saturn has the power of coagulating the animal 

juices. How far this woulc^ answer I cannot say^ for Ipan conceive that 

the matter may be coagulated and the poison not destroyed. 

Gqrrosive sublimate in water, about a grain or two to eight ounces^ 

has been knowh to prevent the catching of the di&ease when many other 

things have failed* i . . 
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PART VII. 
CHAPTER I. 

OP IttSEASES RESElilBUNG THE LUE& VfiNBR£A, WHIdf 

HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR IT. 

• • • • 

1 H iiR « *i» protdbly no one disieasb to which- some other may not bear 
a strong rasemblance in some of its appearances or symptoms, whereby 
they niay be mistaken for each Mher. The sanation of a complainlf also 
may Mslead the judgment. A Inmps for ritstanee, in the breast of a' 
woman nay resemble- a career so much as to be mrstaken Ter One, t^ all 
the disiinguisbifng marks of cancer are tiot wbl) attended to. An ufcer 
on the glaas penis, or in the thtx>af , and nose,, ereateis' a! st^spicion of the 
ireaenal dkmi6e« Even the^ ^*ay in winch a disease is caught ^ beicoines 
» cavse of suspicion'. Thi& fiuor albns i^n women sdrhetiilies prodlttfes- a 
gottorphoea m men, but h h not venereal, as has been rafentioned, Drinlr-^ 
ing out of the same ctip with a venereal* paliefrt was A>rmerly stipposed' 
te^lue capable of communicating the kres Venerea ; btt t ih is^ norron. is I be- 
lieve now exploded. Of krle years a iteW modebrproduci¥ig thitf venereal 
disease is supposed to have arisen 7 this 4S 1^ the YrknspfihitTng of a 
tootlbr ftmil the nratith of one- person* into, the motith of another. That 
su^h practice has produced disease is undoubted, but how far liif Has 
boe» venereaJ\ remains to be co^idered; ' ' 

JEliseaseywhich resemble others; seWonido' it in more than one or two 
of the symptoms ;• therefore, wftentfvcr the nature of a disease is sus- 
peetedi tiiewholc of the symptoms should be weft investigated; to see 
whethetit' agrees in^afi' of themr with tiic dSiease tt is suspected to be, 
or only in part. This observ'iiion seenM to be more applicable to the 
venereal disease than any otlier ; i5?r there is hardly any disorder that 
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has more diseases resembting it in aA\ its differe;^! fornix than the rtti»^ 
leal disease ; and when a disease i^esemb4es the venereal in sOrhe of ki 
symptoms, l>ut Hoc zi all in others, then tho$« other sym^otas are to b* 
set down as tbesfiecific or leading ones of the disease to whieh ft be^ 
lon^ ; the resembl ing symptoms to the venereal being only (be conmiofk 
ones. But if 2 disease is suspected to be venerd^, though it is ik)l pets 
fectly marked, yet if it resembles the venereal iff mosf of its syinpfixasv 
it ixturt be supposed to be venerea^ (bat bemg (he most probdibke, al- 
though it is by no mexns certsMH ; for probably the-iwoeresl can hardly 
be demdastnLted in 3xxy case, especially in She faras of the kfe« vcuerea, 
firom its not having the pcmer of contaminatioo«r 
. AUhoogh the venereal diseaie keeps its specific ptt>pertie9 distinct i^ 
Its several Eota»f yet ils symptoms are in appearance ccmimoii to many 
other diseases, and in that light it cannot be said to ha ve any one sy mf^ 
torn pecoliar to itself. For instance, eveiy symptom of the venereal 
disease, in. hrtn oC a. gooQrvboeaY may be produced by amy other visible 
irritating cause ; and often without any cause that can be as^ned ; e^o 
li«d>oes: and sit ellied tsMieles, which are symptomsi ot this disease, have 
iUlowed bo«b sttnnilatriig iiijections* and bougies, when^ applied to* the 
yrethra of ^ sound person; and indeed these two symptoms, when they 
do arise from a venereal caose;^ in tnany cafie» ase odoly symptomatic^ pot 
specific, but more especially the swelled testicle. 

Soresi c^ the glans pons, prepuce^ te« ib form of chancres^^ may, and 
do ahise: tviihout any venereal infection, although we. may observe that 
they ate in general a^ conee^uence of former venereal sores which have 
bceti pesfieetty curedr • 

« /Ihe. symptoms, prodneed from the infection, when in; the comlitutaonf 
ace such as ave common to many other diseaies-; via. btotdies'on theskin^ 
ariie commnn toi what is^ called! scorbutic babit» ; pniiS' common to rhenm-^ 
atisin,>welltng» of the bones, periosteom, fascias, fee. tomiany bad habits^ 
perhaps oC tike: scicofuicns and rbeumatic kindl TfanaB^ most of the symfi^ 
toms of the venereal disease in all ils forms are common to manj^ otheit 
diseases^ thereisre we are led back to the oiiginal cause, to» 4 number 
of kadiiig circums&ivces, as dates^ and ils efiects upon others^ from eoan 
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nection when only local, joined With the present appearances and sym- 
Hqms before we can determine absolutely what the disbase truly is; for 
gll. three taken together may be such as can attend no. other disease. 
However, with all our knowledge, and with all the application of that 
Jinowledge to suspicious symptoms of this disease, we are often mistaken, 
43|ften: calling it venereal when it is not ; and sometimes supposing it to 
be some other disease" when it is venereal. 

Rheumatism in many of its symptoms,* in some constitutions, resem- 
bles the lues venerea; the nocturnal paius» swelling of the tendons j 
ligaments, and periosteum, and paifi in those swellings are symptoms 
both of the rheumatism and of the venereal disease:when it attacks these 
p)rt9 : I do not know that I ever saw the lues venerea attack the joints, 
though many rheumatic complaints of those parts are cured by mercuryi 
and therefore supposed to be venereal. ». 

Alercury given without caution often prod aces the same symptoms M 
rheumatism; and I have seen even such supposed tp be venereal aud 
the medicine continued. 

. Other diseases shall not only resemble the venereal in appearance but 
in the mode of contan^inatipn, proving themselves to be poisons by af« 
ficaing the part of contactt ^nd from thence producing immediate con^ 
sequences similar to buboes ; also remote consequences similar to the 
lues venerea. 

As errors in forming a judgment of a disease lead to errors in the 
cure^ it. becomes almost of as.much consequence to avoid a mistake in 
the oneias.in iiie other; for it is nearly as dangerous in many constitu-" 
tions to give mercury whete the disease is not venereal, as to omit it in 
those which . are ; for we may d>sei>re, that, many of the constitutions, 
which put on some of the veuereal symptoms, when the disease is not 
present, are those with which mercury seldom agrees, and commonly 
does barm. I have seen mercury given in a supposed venereal ulcer 
of the tonsils produce a mortification of those glands, and the patient 
has been nearly destroyed. 

When ireatiug of ihe lues venerea, and giving the symptoms and ge- 
neral a{>pearancesof the disease, I related some cases which appeal^ 
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to be venereal, though they really were not ; and I shall now t!efer the* 
reader to these, as it will be unnecessary to given theip again herA al* 
though if they bad not been formerly taken notice of this would have 
been a very proper place. 

As the diseases in question are various, and not to be reduced to any 
system or order that I am acquainted with, I shall content n^y^elf ^tith 
relating the cases, and thereby put it in the power of Qthens*tx> judge foi* 
themsselves, if they should not be inclined to adopt, the condu^Ionsi 
have drawn from them. 

' On: the ^8th of July 1776, a gentleman, then in the West Indies, 
scratched the end of his finger with a thorn. On the S 1st he opened an 
abscess on the shoulder of a*negro woman who had the yaws, and bad 
been long subject to such abscesses in different parts of the body, und 
to incurable ulcerations afterwards. At the instant after the operatiooi 
he perceived a little of the matter upon the scratchy and exclaimed that 
he was inoculated. On the 2Dd- of August, he amputated a boys linger 
of thirteen years of age, for a sore resembling worm-eaten wood. The 
scratch on his finger did not heal, but from time to time threw off 
whitish scales : this appearanpe aljirmed him, and he rubbed in mer* 
eurial ointment very freely. Notwithstanding this, in the mpnth of 
September, a painful inflamed tumor appeared on the second joint of 
the finger, which was soon followed by several others on the back of the 
hand,. in the .course of the metacarpal bone of the forefinger. He sti|I 
continued the mercurial friction, but without effect, for the tumors daily 
multiplied; and by the month of November extended to within a small 
distance of the axilla. They did not go on to suppuration at this time. 
About the end of November he began to be affected with severe noc- 
turnal pahis in different parts of the body, but especially along the 
libra and fibula, with frequent severe headachs; which continued to 
increase to an almost intolerable degree for five months, though he 
used mercurial friction with decoction of sarsaparilla every day in great 
quantity. 

In the month of May J 77 7, a scabby eniption appeared indifferent 
parts of tfie body, especijilly the l^gs and thighs, and the before njepr 
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fioli^ ttimors ulceraled ; bat this >V3S followed by a remtsstoii' of iiM 
tidotumal pains. 

He never could bring on a salivation, though his mouth was eon* 
stantly tender, even for months. The ulcerations becaimc; daily wocsCf 
Vid a voyage to England was thought the only resource He arrived 
in London the 1st of August, and bf the advice of Dn William Huotev 
addSir John Pritigle he began agaii> a course of mercury and sarsaparilla, 
wkh a milk diet. I was called in, and judging that two' thirds of a 
grain of mercurius calcinatus every day was too small a dose, if it were 
jtKlged to be vetiereal, it was ordered to be gradually increased to five 
grains : and be continued this coan»e till November, when all the ^ores 
were perfectly healed. 

He now discontinued the mercury, and remained free from all sy mp« 
tbms of the disorder, except some nodes on the tibia, and rheumatic 
pains on e^rposure to cbld, unli( about twelve nranths ago he began to 
have an uneasiness in swallowing, a rawness in the throat, and adis* 
charge of viscid mucus from that and tlie posterior nostrils, all of which 
still continue. 

The foRowing observatiofis may be made on the above caso«» 

There can be little doubt that the disease was the yaws. The yaws 
is ft disease that resembles the venereal in several of its sya^oms as 
welt as in the manner in which it is roost commonly communicated* 
It differs however in some essential particulars. The yaws have a regU' 
lar progress, after going through which they leave the constitution in 
an healthy state, at least free from that disease : it being sufficient for 
the cure that tfte patient be put in -a state favourable to general health* 
Thus, a negro labourtirg under the disease must do little or no work, b^ 
kept clean, and have a better diet than usual. Under thew circnm^ 
stances, he commonly gets well in from four to nine months ; although 
the' unfavonrafole cases will continue much longer. Various medicines 
^e given for the cure, but it is not clear that any of them do gciod. 
Mercury has considerable power over the disease, without being a specie 
fie for it. If given early it will either check the progress of tlie'disease 
or perhaps even heal up all the sores on the skin * but (wthing i^ gained 
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by this^ for the disease soon breaks oot anew. Some practitioners of 
medicine in the West Indies, are of opinion that interrupting the course 
of the disease by mercury is productive of no other evils than those of 
loss of time, and an imperfect cure ; others affirm, that it is often the 
cause of what they call the bone^ach. Towards the end of the disease 
it is generally allowed that mercury may be given safely, and even with 
advantage. It is probable the long continuance of the disease being 
above fourteen months, and also the pains in the bones in the present 
case, were owing to the v^ry early and free use of mercury. It may be 
allowable to add, the yaws do not differ more from the venereal dis- 
ease in curing themselves, than in this circumstance, that, like the smalU 
pox, they affect none a second time. 

A genileman applied to me for the cure of chancres, situated on the 
attachment of the prepuce to the penis^ and also on the fraenum. Mer- 
cury was used chiefly by friction^, in order to affect the constitution; it 
was also applied to the sores, in order to affect them locally The cure 
of the chancres went on gradually and without interruption, and jn 
about five weeks^ they were perfectly healed. He almost immediately 
had connection with a womain, aiid long before we coulcf suppose the 
mercury had all got out of his constitution, fo a very few days after 
connection the prepuce began to be chopped all around on the edge of 
its reUection. He continued his connections, and upon its growing 
worse he applied to me ; and I found the chops very deep, and the pre* 
puce there so tight and sore that he could not bring it back upon the 
penis. The question now was, whether this was venereal or not? The 
sores themselves did not appaer to be so, but more was to be taken into 
the account than simply appearances. It was first to be considered, 
whether it might possibly be a return of his former complaint. This 
could not be the case, because they were not in the same parts. It was 
next to be questioned, was it possible for this part of the prepuce to 
have been contaminated at the same time with the former, without hav- 
ing come into action till now, having been prevented by the course of 
mercury, which had not cured the disposition, and being hoit left off it 
had come into action? This could not be well atiswered, although not 

3G 
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ifTJifiilrlg irf rawf f k Mootstnd to coboc tm flpoo into ^g*«» j^u- dfcg kair- 
iif(g rtl#f tlit iii frf < f MP >« for I <1m1 cn^pQfe then w» staH a jj«k iul of 
ilW»!f«^ is 1^^ aMMiMMMi. W^fillbcafoanUc&irliialviarecani^ 
Jl 1^411 die w«ni90? Tbif I ctippDscd could II9I luvc boa xbe caoK of 
flN9« «li9|>f« irlKU^«r ciiBa ibis cpooccUofi ipigbt bwv » iiaiii them 
v«Mr«al b^cafutr* lor (bey appeared top 1009 afier k, cspeniljr « be 
bfl4 mercury in bf< «ooiitUution at tbe tim^. 904 as ibc p«ts lud bem 
4< ^ Wi<< WK 4 U» (b« appli«i(k>a of veoercat matter hut * ^crj IkUe time 
btffort^ Af itMHifb from all circumf tai¥»i ukeo togetber I v» oonvioeed 
ii WHt mH, ¥#ii«rf al« yti aa appreb^iwiou aiv$e in bis nind concpmiAg 
tJM pMNiili^iUly (>f liaviog glv^n, it to the Is^ly, a$ he had oounectioa a(ter 
(h<;{r IW*t Appearance, 1 was equally copvi^ced ^ tiie impotsibility of 
(b« Oii« M of tbe other, ibereCore desired hioi to rest easy 00 that bead. 
H« went iMUQfdUtely into the coiiatry, and wiibout doing any thing 
for thcf « cbo|)S tb«y got perfectly welL Iq less than a fortnight after 
tbii tioiHiectioa th« Udy became a hule indisposed with » slight fever, 
atul ft « willing «ame in on« of her groins. I watghed the progress of 
this iwtUingi which was slow, and I did not believe it to be venereal. It 
Ht Imt fonn«d nutler, and broke, and a poultice was applied to it. In- 
i(^«(l of ukvratipg or sprea4ing, it raiher took on a healing disposition, 
ftiid ill altout lix weeks it wai perfe4;tly well. While it was healing, scurfy 
eriiptioiw OMin^ out ou the ikin, some on the face and thighs, but nnore 
eNpr<;lMlly on the haodi and feet, where (he eutiele peeled off Upon 
lite first Hppearanoe of these I was a little staggered, but as the sore was 
hvjillug I wii unwilling to give eredit to tbe appearance, and therefore 
Iteggril thAt nothing might be done, and they all got well. 

I*'rum the general ouilUi^ of these eases, one would naturally have 
SMld thoy were veuereal, but the particular circumstances being all iio* 
reiUgated, and the whole taken together, led me to suppose that they 
were uot, muU the eveul proved that to be the case. 

The following cmq was communicated by Mr. French of Harpur-street. 

** June the tttb, if #2% a gentleman appUed to me for an ulcer which 
WM MKvted (HI the gUiis penis, attended with excessive pain. iCoowiog 
bun m he ftA iuiemptrMe n«n» and leftmiog firom himself that, dodog 



a iiste of Intoxication, h« had beeh eotmectfed idth a w«niaiH i judg^ 
the toitaplaifit to be venereal. He wa»' now in i feVerish stUe and tinfit 
for the exhibition of meititny, I therefore prescribed Ibr hixk decoctkm 
of bark with elixir of vitriol and tinctura thebaica pn^rtiotaied to his 
pab. I directed him to abstain from every kind of ftrm^ted U^pjM»r, to 
live ehtefly upOYi milk, and td trash the ulter with a liniment oomAftoBed 
of equal parts of oil of a^ionds and aquii sapphirihai" 

" AlSotit the 1 7 th of the same nidmh, some check having bettn^venf to 
the fever, the sore looking cleaner, and his pain having afsated, I or- 
dered him small doses of the argentum vivum and extract of hendlotib. 

** July the 4th, finding the mercurial course disagree) I ordered i^wt 
grahis 6f the extract of hemlock ta be taken t^xy -or tbreb timeft a da)t, 
iind the decoction of bark to be taken as before, with twenty dro^ of 
CinctnTa thfibaica, which wa» gradually inbreased to sixty, at t>ed tidier 

** The ulcer had spt^d vety mutth during the menforial coutBe, and 
hiid now ddscroyed half the glans peoisi 

** October l^t, Mr. Homer was con9uited,>and ordered'thepAtieD^ co'aMd 
the powder of sarsfaparilia to the decbctiour of barky to fxke faiudantoft 
freely, and wash the sores with tihctura thebaica. Soori after tie^ning 
this cotirse the t^emainder of the glans'peni^ sloughed off, the^pilinr gvt^ 
dosdly healedj and health was restored." 

There were two other symptoms* in this <diBe wiiieh d^H^ t6 be tafciMi 
notice of, a eonsideratfarle enlar^toienc «^ thit '4aaAp 6a tM« ligiM sid«'^ 
the OS frontis,and on chb Ibft parietal bdne, ailceiidedi«rkive}eonsiiv«!pain^ 
and vibiices retemblin^ the sea 9eur^y*dhi'lhtt'itiSNletff ihrtefe (ibio^iidth 
of which disappeared in the «but9e eif nibc itaro. . 

Some months aftier, the tiimor iti the faedcK rfiChi^fMld, aabd sev«hJt> ab< 
scesses werb formed, which Were! Openedv ttnd tlie cnniiim found^anods 
to a gre&t extetft. On acconnt Of the pain, hk hafr ibr kMHJe months plut 
taken two hundred and forty dn^ of laud atAlm, and Axgravns'of opioM 
daily. These sores healed up, acfd OttMrfe broke ootiin dsfiepentftorts'of 
the he'adyWhidh idtto got wetl, and inlunel 786 th^e was only onelaige 
ulcer in the angle Of the right eye." 

A lady was SeUvetnA of a «yid on the Jotfa of September.! 9 7«4 tid 
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infant being weakly, and the quantity of milk in the mother s breasts 
abundant, it was judged proper to procure the child of a person in the 
neighbourhood to assist in keeping the breasts in a proper state. It is 
worthy of remarking, that. the lady kept her own child to the right 
breast, the stranger to the left. In about six weeks die nipple of the left 
breast began to inflame, and the glandsof the axilla to swell. A few days 
after several small ulcers were formed about the nipple, which spread- 
.ing rapidly, soon communicated and became one ulcer, and at last the 
whole nipple was destroyed. The tumor in the axilla subsided, and the 
ulcer in the breast healed in about three ;months from its first appear- 
ance. On inquiry, about this time the child of the stranger was short 
breathed, bad the thrush, and died tabid, with many sores on different 
parts of the body. The patient now complained of shooting pains in 
different parts of the body, which were succeeded by an eruption on the 
arms, legs, and thighs, many.of which became ulcers. 

She was now put under a mercurial course, with a decoction of sar- 
saparilla. Mercury was tried in a variety of forms, in solution, in pills 
internally, and externally in the form of ointment. It could not be con* 
tinned above a few days at a time, as it always brought on fever or purg- 
ing, with extreme pain in the bowels. In this state she remained till 
March 16, 1779, when she was delivered of another child in a diseased 
state. This child was committed to the care of a wetnurse, and lived 
about nine weeks i the cuticle. peeling. off* in various parts, and a scabby 
eruption covering the whole body ; the child died. 

Soon after the death of the child the nurae complained of headach and 
sore throat, together with ulceration of the breasts. Various remedies 
weregiven to her, but she determined to go into a public hospital, where 
she was salivated, and after some months she was discharged, although 
not cured of the disease. The bones of the nose and palate exfoliated, 
and in a few months she also died tabid. 

Of the various remedies tried by the lady herself, none succeeded so 
well as sea-bathing. About the month of May she began a course of the 
Lisbon diet-drink, and continued it with regularity about a month, 
dressing the sores with laudanum, by which treatment the sores healed 
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up ; and in September she was delivered of another child, free from 
external marks of disease, but very sickly ; and it died in the course Of 
the month. 

About a twelvemonth after the sore broke out again, and although 
mercurial dressings and internal medicines were given, remained for a 
twelvemonth, when they began again to heal up. 

The following cases being all derived from one stock, they show as 
much as possible^ that new poisons are rising up every day, and also very 
similar to the venereal in many respects, although not in all ; therefore 
it is the want of similarity that becomes the criterion to judge by,, and 
not the similarity. The parents of the child, who was the subject of the 
following history, were, and are to all appearance healthy people. The 
child was weakly when born ; and thjs mother having little or no milk, 
when it was three weeks old she gave it to a nurse;Whose milk was then 
seven months old, and was giving such to her own child. The foster- 
mother allowed her own to suck the right breast, while the other sucked 
the left. 

The nurse observed that the skin of the foster-child began to peel off; 
but no rawness or soreness took place except about the anus, where it 
looked as if scalded. The same kind of peeling took place on the lips« 
but they did not appear to be sore, although the people in the country 
said it was the thrush. The inner surface of the mouth and tongue ap- 
peared sound. In a fortnight after her receiving the child it died, and 
then she allowed her own child to suck both breasts for three weeks ; at 
the end of which she came to town to nurse a gentleman's child. 

She gave suck to this second child ; but after being in town about ten 
or eleven days, she did not feel herself perfectly well ; which made 
them supppse that the new mode of life, confinement in town, and pro- 
bably better living, might not agree with her, and she went into the 
country, and took the gentleman's child withlier. About three or four 
days after she went to the country, for instance, about a fortnight after 
she took this child, and five weeks after the death of the first child, her 
left nipple, which the first nursed child had always sucked, began to bd 
sore, so that she could not let the child suck it. This ulcer on the nipple 
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becanM extntnely painful, and ia a day or two eruptions c^me Out on 
licr face, tfhich Were soon followed by the samfc over her whole body, 
but most on her legs and thighs ; they continued coming out for about 
a fortnight, and h^d at first very much the appearance of the Eruptions 
bf the small pox ob the third day of their eruption attended with fever, 
universal uneasiness, aiid great paiil. The salt of wormwood mixture, 
^ith the testaceous powders. Was given every four hours, with some 
opening itiedicikies, as the illusion of sena, soluble tartar, tec. every 
second or third day, but without effect, the complaints encreasing. 

Two or three days after the eruption on the skin appeared, one of the 
glands of the armpit biegan to swell, and formed matter, and was opened 
within a fortnight aftek* its first appearance, and healed almost directly. 
Sbtfie of the ei^uptions encfeased fast, and became very broad sores, nearly 

of the size of a half tilx)wh, especially on the legs and thighs, and were 

. • • • . 

covered with a broad scab ; many retnained small, and only appeared 
like pimples. About a fortnight after the first appearance of the erup- 
tion, some began to die away, becoming less sore ; and about four weeks 
after this appearance a foul ulcer attacked the left tonsil. 

The surgeon in the country, from all these circumstances, finding He 
could not get ariy gix>und by the beforementioned treatment, determined 
^0 give her the solution of iht corrcfiiive sublimate, of which lie gave 
half a grain itt sdlUliofi night atid mbming. In about a week there 
deemed to be a stop pvA t6 the spreading of the ulcers, and the discharge 
to be Itfssened something, the ufcer in the throat putting on a better 
appearafKie. 

It Wzs at this period I first sawlier, which was aboiit six wedcs after 
the ^rst appearance of the eruption, and a fortnight after the appear- 
ance of the ulcer in the totisil. T^e eraptibns were then very much as 
before described ; but the ulcer in the tonsil was clean and healing. 
Froni the history of the case I did conceive it not to be venereal ; I 
therefore desired that alt medicines might be left ofiT, which medicines 
could only have been taken for a fortnight at most, because it was afler 
the appearanceof the ulcer on the tonsil the mercury was given, which 
wte'otaly of a fortnight's standing when I saw her. She soon after recovered. 
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After being well for some tiroe, she again applied to the surgeon in 
the country, an abscess having formed where the complaint first began 
in the breast, attended with fresh eruptions on the face. 

Th» abscess was opened, and it healed up in a few daysi and upon 
taking some cooling physic the eruptions d&appeared. She has conti* 
tinned very well ever since, without any other bad effect than the total 
loss of her nipple. This case was certainly understood to be venereal. 

About five days after the appearance of the eruption on the nurse, 
the gentleman s child was taken away and given to a healdiy woman of 
a florid complexion, aged twenty-four years, and who had lain in with 
her first child eleven months when she became wet nurse to this child. 
After a few days she observed eruptions on the child s head, not unlike 
those already described on the first nurse which it had sucked. Its 
mouth soon after became excoriated, so that it sucked with difficulty. 
After a short time those eruptions on the bead becaraie dry and peeled 
off, others appeared on the face, knees and feet, but wholly unlike the 
former, as the first maturated, while the latter appeared only cutaneous, 
peeliug off and leaving a circumscribed spot of a light dun colour, wliich 
continued encreasing for five weeks. These eruptions continued nearly 
three months from their commencement, at which period the child was 
extremely emaciated, but no particular treatment was indicated, so no 
mediciue was exhibited, and in a few weeks after it caine to London and 
got perfectly well. 

The second nurse, a few days after giving suck to the child, had 
blotches appear on her left breast, precisely the same with those on the 
first nurse ; with this difference only, that they were fewer in number, 
and attended with a greater degree of phlegmonous inflammation. They 
continued, and encreased in size for seven or eight days ; then the nipple 
of the same breast became ulcerated ; the ulceration spreading so much 
as to endanger the loss of it. Her thighs now became diseased, and af- 
terwards her legs. 

She suckled this child about twelve weeks. The disease seemed no 
longer to encrease, and in twelve or fourteen days after this entirely 
disappeared without her taking any medicine, except a few ounces of the 
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decoction of the bark. The only application to the breast was unguen* 
turn simplex. 

The milk at this time became so small in quantity, that they were 
under the necessity of providing a third wetnurse for the child, and the 
second returned to the couStry. Her own child being weaned she had 
no further occasion for the milk, and in a few days it wholly disap- 
peared ; but by way of amusing the child when peevish, she allowed it 
to take the nipple, which had been diseased, into its mouth ; the conse* 
quence was, that in a few days this child also became diseased in like 
manner with the former. She now applied to an eminent surgeon for 
assistance, who not being acquainted with the history, supposed it ve- 
nereal, and ordered a colourless medicine, supposed from circumstances 
to be the solution of sublimate, sixteen grains to half a pint of water ; 
the dose a table spoonful. She took this medicine as directed and also 
gave it to her husband and child; the child a teaspoonful only at a 
time. While taking this medicine she got well. 

The third wetnurse, like the former, was in a short time affected, but 
the blotches in this case were still fewer in number, the disease appear- 
ing to lose considerably in its power, as each fresh infection became less 
malignant than the former. She got well without taking any medicine. : 

The following case shews the effect of the state of mind upon the body, 
and the bad consequence attending the patient's being indulged in his 
own opinions respecting the nature of a disease. It is given as drawn 
out by himself for my opinion. 

'^ In May 1 789, when in London, I was unhappy enough to have 
a connectipjQ with a woman of the town. Five days after I took more 
than usual exercise, and the day being warm I perspired profusely. This 
affected my head, more particularly my forehead. In this situation I 
went into the country, and while on the road the sweating increased ; 
when it went off, it left a burning heat about the forehead, so that I could 
not wear my hat. This heat continued all night, attended with an external 
paip round the forehead. The next day it encreased, but the day after 
its violence seemed to lessen ; but it continued more or less for several 
weeks. On my return home I^was connected with my wife. 
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^* My mind became so much agitated, that I found it impossible to be 
at peace till I unfolded my situation to a surgeon and apothecary. 
^^ I began to fear, that those affections of the head might arise from 
disease. The surgeon seemed to apprehend no danger. 1 pressed him 
to give me some opening draughts, to cany off the inflammation about 
the head, and flattered myself that they would also carry off any virus . 
that I had contracted. Notwithstanding this, I still, however, found 
some of those disagreeable sensations, together with an uneasiness in the 
throat and teeth. 

^* All this time there was nothing more than usual in the genital parts, 
but a degree of heat not felt or observed before. 

** I now conceived that this heat was increasing. By a constant and 
minute inspection, 1 found ihe size of the penis at times to diminish, the 
nut assumed a pale yellowish colour, and the glans behind the nut 
seemed to be covered with mucus. The heat about the head diminished ; 
the throat and teeth felt more uneasy. 

'' In the course of a, fortnight after my return, I persuaded my apo- 
thecary to give me smal^l doses of calomel. For the first few days they 
worked me very violently. The quantity ef calomel was then lessened. 
All this time I felt no discharge of any kind; but after taking those 
medicines a few days, I felt some heat and pain in the groin, &c. The 
penis seemed at times hot, and I felt some shooting pains about the 
head. 

^* A fortnight completed this course, and now I entered upon some 
alteratives. While taking them, my throat seemed to get worse and 
worse, but more so towards night « 

^^ Six weeks after the connection I was pronounced well, and left off all 
medicines. 

** Soon after this, in the mornings, prior to my making water, I per- 
ceived a small quantity of a whitish discharge on the opening of the lips 
of the urethra ; never in quantity so large as a pea, and never but in the 
morning. I was induced to try what stain this would give to clean linen : 
it left a greenish spot* This was immediately communicated to the sur- 
geon, who bid me think nothing of it, assuring roe it was of no conse- 
quence. 

3U 
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^ My mind was loo unhjipf»)r to remaitfc satisfied to ikis* state, or with 
those amiramces ; I therefore had the advice of a phyQician. 

^^ He' said iff was aifedtedy it was in a veiy ssnall /degree, and that 
there was no possibility of nly ii^iiring my wife« Notwithstanding wfaicb, 
he thought I had better take sune medicines, which he would (prescribe, 
for a fortnighti and then go on with strengthening remedies* I now b^an 
taking tfa^e medicines. I took a lan^e teaspoonful of an electuary three 
times <a day. My throat soon began to feel better* After the fortnight 
the strengthening plan was begun. 

*^ Those medicines being left off, my dbroat became uneasy as before. 
Once or twice I discovered a disdiarge from the uretbrat which was 
quite clear, and more glutinous dian my waten This I always £nmd was 
after erections. 

*^ The strengthening medicines were continued about a ifortxiigfat* 

^^ MyihroBt felt very sore at night, and looked red all round A hapd 
reddish pimple now appeared in. the roof of the mouth: those circum- 
stances made -me very unhappy, 

*< I now began taking an electuaiy like the former, and drank a pint 
of decoction of the woods every day. This plan was adhei^ to .for six 
weeks. 

** I took strengthenbg medicines for about a fortnight, and then left 
them off.' 

^^ I used a variely of things for my mouth and throat ; one time an 
electuary, and gargled with port wine ; another time I [gargled with a 
decoction of roses, ^ honey, &c. 

^' I now find myself in a much worse situation than ever ; for althou^ 
I have never been disabled from pursuing my business, I have some ad* 
ditional disagreeable sensations : very unpleasant feelings in tbe shin* 
bones, which affect me more after walking or ^standing, as if pins were 
pricking me. They are not violent, but disagreeable. My legs some-* 
times seem uncommonly stiff; there is a soreness in the knee, and in the 
hollow under the knee; a pain in the small of the back, sometimes in 
my arm. I think my corns, which are often^ troublesome, have been- mole 
so, especially in damp weather. 
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^ About three months ago I discovered a spot on the insids of the right 
thigh, the size off a shilling, wMch at times assuased a coppec coloar, 
but in conimoa the colour of the skin : but whenever heated^ it assumed 
this coilour. On the other side, several more of a lighter kind have a{>* 
peared. There are several small ones of the size of a large pin's head 
about difiei^nt parts of the body, rising above the skin. There is no 
particular pain attends them. 

^* Within this wedc some very large spots have appcmred about the 
neck, and the right side of tlie neck feels scM'e at times. For some time 
past ray nose and forehead have felt different from what they used to da 
There has been a heat, attended at times with a pricking aiK) throbbing 
pain, with a stiffness that 1 cannot describe. The skin about the nose 
secciiSvred. This isustant there is a pain and stiffness felt in it. My eyes 
aeem weaker than they used to be, and sometimes look red. My 
mouth has been affected : ' the membrane appears pale, and broken 
in some places. The saliva is very disagreeable: the breath is not 
offensive. Whenever I have wind in the stomach, my throat is very sore 
indeed* 

*' It is necessary that I should observe that I am of a scorbutic habit, 
which has always thrown out pimples betwixt ray shoulders, down my 
axnns, and sometimes some few in my face. 

** When I returned home in May, I found my wife looking pale, and 
weak. This 1 concluded to be the effect of breeding. It appears sinoe, 
that on my return, she must have been advanced about siz weeks in her 
pregnancy. I prayed the surgeon to tell me if he thcHight there was any 
danger of my injuring her, and thaft if there was, I would fling myself 
at her feet, and inform her of what bad happened. This I also told the 
doctor : both assured me there was no danger. Towards the latter end 
of June she seemed to have a slow fever. The apothecary attended her. 
She appeared very weak. By degrees she got 'better. In July she re- 
ceived a terrible fright, so that she became very poorly again ; was very 
"Tteak, and complained of an unusual discharge from the vagina. For 
tliis, through much persuasion, I got her to consent to have the doctor's 
advice* This I pressed very much, as he was acquainted with all the 
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circumstances that bad attended me« l was very apprehensive that her 
complaints were now the effect of an injury received from me, I told 
the doctor of the discharge, prayed him to give her symptoms due con* 
sideration, and pressed him to prescribe such medicines as would effec* 
tually remove the complaint. He attended her, and assured me that 
there was not the smallest appearance of her complaints arising from 
such a cause. He said they were the effects of weakness and pregnancy. 
She never complained of any pain in the parts, nor of any heat in mak* 
ing water. At this time she was troubled i^ith an almost unremitting 
pain in her teeth, gums, kc. The doctor prescribed some strengthening 
cordial medicines, which she continued to take for some time. She 
grew better, but was almost continually affected with pains in her teeth, 
forehead, ears, &c. This discharge lessened by degrees. Her habit was 
always disposed to be costive, but more so when with child. This the 
doctor accounted for from her habit, her being with child, fcc. and as- 
sured me that every thing was perfectly natural, and that there was not 
the smallest appearance of any thing arising from disease. About a 
month or more before she was brought to bed, those complaints in her 
teeth, ears, and head, seemed to increase, a redness appeared over her 
eye-brows, where there was great paiuifec. 

*^ At this time I observed some little spots about her face, of a yel« 
lowish colour, one in her forehead, two or three less near her eans, kc. 
and some few on her arms. 

** At length she was brought to bed ; had a fine child, perfectly 
healthy. Her teeth were still sore ; the right side of her cheek so much 
so, that she could not bear it to be touched. Her left breast began now 
to be very troublesome, and the more so as the milk advanced. ( In this 
breast she always complained of a pain from her first child, and some- 
times she fancied she could feel a hard lump). Both her nipples were 
very sore, were surrounded with little ulcerations, but the left was by 
far the worst. It was very painful to her to give suck; she was 
obliged to have her breasts drawn now and then. Her nipples got better 
by degrees, and she now tells me they are well. There was early after 
she had children a redness betwixt the breasts ; but this also went off. 
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** There now seems a litlle ixxlness on each side of her npse near her 
eyes, and sometimes the tip and sides of her nostrils appear red. She 
says there is no pain. Her pain is now in the left gums, and extends 
through to the cheek. Her water is frequently very thick, and thtire 
is, very soon after it is discharged, an evident sediment in it. 

^^ The infant is free from all appearances of disease, but at present is 
afflic ted with the snuffles to a degi^e, that exceeds any thing of the kind 
that I ever saw in any of our other children. I am always disposed to 
anticipate the worst, and it pains^ me very much, least it should arise 
from this general source of evil. The child is hearty, thrives very well, 
sleeps well. Two children that are at home have now and then been 
poorly : in the comers of their mouths there was, for weeks, an evident 
excoriation, assuming a whitish colour. This I think is now gone. There 
seems some small pimples about the neck, very small, and there is two 
or three of these small spots about each of them ; and sometimes their 
noses are red and sore. Indeed my mind has been afflicted with an idea, 
that I have by this unguarded act injured my whole house. My situation 
is truly wretched. I had made up my mind to take time by the fore- 
lock, to attack this disorder very early ; but, alas ! I am afraid 1 have 
fallen into bad hands. 

*' This business involves a great variety of questions of the first 
importance to me. The questions, with their answers, must be 
referred to your better judgment : I will state two or three for our 
satisfaction. 

^^ If my complaints arise from lues, is it possible for me to have in- 
jured my children by kissing them, sleeping, &c. ? 

** If my wife's discharge was venereal, would it not most likely have 
produced a similar one in me : or, would not my having received the 
lues into my habit prevent it ? 

^' Are those pains in the head, teeth, ears, fee. likely to arise from this 
cause ? If my wife's nipples had been afiected from the complaint, would 
the person that drew her breast be infected ; and if so, how long, and in 
what manner would her infection appear ? Would the nipples have got 
well had this been the case? Can the child's snuffles arise from this 
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csuse? €^ iMy part be injured by this comptainC, without manifest in- 
flammaHkHii swelling, and discharge? 

^ I have oi>hr fo add, that I pray you, Sir, Co be good enough to gt^e 
lfci» Complex and unhappy ease every necessary attention. I should wish 
for effectual relief." 

I. OF DISEASES SUPPOSED TO BE VENEREAL PRODUCED EY 

. TRANSPLANTED TEETH. 

Since the^operation of transplanting teeth has been practised in Londoui 
some cases have occurred in which the venereal inlcction has been sup- 
posed to be communicated in this way ; and tliey have been treated ac- 
cordingly ; .nor.has;tlie method of cure tended to weaken the suspicion: 
yet when all the circumstances attending them, both in the mode of 
catching the disease, and in the cure when treated as venereal, aae con* 
sidered, there is sonaelhii^ in them all which is not exactly similar to 
the usual appearance of the venereal disease when cauglu in the com* 
mon way; especially too^ when it is considered tint some. of (jie cases, 
were not treated as venereal, and yet got well, and therefore the cures 
of the others which appeared to be from mercury, are not clear proofs 
of their having been venereal.* 

I believe that I have seen most if not all the cases of this kind which 
have occurred, and have attended some of them. In all of them the iiuie 
of local affection after the insertion of the looth, has been re^^ularly a 
month, which is too loi^ for the venereal to take effect at a medium ; 
and where they have produced constitutional symptoms, those again 
have either followed the local too close for the venereal, or ^oo regular 
as too time. But it may be advanced that a disease has been produced 
probably as bad in its consequences as the venereal* That a disease has 
been formed in this way is certain. 

• II is lo be r<*markecl here, that 1 do not, in the present cas^, lay any stress at all on my 
opinion of the hies venerea not h'^t^iftg rhtf lu^^ef of contamioation ; and 1 beiieve we must 
alkiw, )f llKf>He are Vdneveal) it Mast have been the lUes'vmeMa in the person froin whom tbe 
tpoib was taken; for ch^Cfesai^ dot qooiiilon in the month, and tbey wqmH be «ta oo 
cxamioation. 1 believe few discharges similar to gonorrheea take place there. 
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The first case of this kind which came under my care^ was a lady who 
had one of the bicuspidati transplanted. The transplanted tooth fast- 
ened very well. About a month after she danced till iive or six o'clock 
in the morning, caught cold, and had. a fever in consequence, which 
lasted near six weeks. In this time ulceration in the gum and javir took 
place, though it was then not known ; and when she was beginning to 
recover^ it was found that not only the gum and socket of this tooth 
were diseased, but also those of the teeth nextto it. The two teeth were 
taken out, and the sockets of both afterwards exfoliated, but tihe parls 
were very backward in healing. This backwardness gave rise to various 
opinions, the principal of which was, that it was venereal. In the mean 
time a rising appeared upon one of the legs, which was of the indolent 
node kind : this was also suspected by some to be venereal, or rather 
was a corroborating circumstance of the former opinion; but I gave it 
as my opinion that it was- not. I desired she might go to the sea and 
hathe, which she did, and got perfectly well, both in the jaw and leg, 
and has continued so ever since. 

The second case of this kind I have seen i^as also in a young lady : 
the transplanted tooth fastened extremely well, and continued so for 
about a month, when the gum began to ulcerate, leaving the tooth 
and socket bare. The uloer continued^ and blotches appeared upon 
the skin, and ulcers also in the throat. The disease was treated as 
venereal, the complaints gave way to this course, but * they recurred 
several times after very severe courses of mercury: however, she at 
last got well. 

The only observation I can make on this ease is, that the symptoms 
recurred after continued courses of mercury ,i much oftener than is usual 
in venereal cases.; and I had my suspicions all along that it was 
scrofulous* 

The third case was of a gentleman, where the transplanted tooth re- 
mained, without giving the least disturbance, for about a month, when 
the edge of the gum began to ulcerate, and the ulceration went on till 
the tooth dropped, out. Some, time after, spots appeared almost every 
where on the skin ; they had not the truly venereal appearance, but 
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were redder^ or more transparent, and more circumscribed. He had also 
a tendency to a hectic fever, such as restlessness, want of sleep, loss of 
appetite^ and headach. After trying several things and not finding 
relief, he was put under a course of mercury, and all disease disap- 
peared according to the common course of the cure of the venereal dis- 
ease, and we thought him well ; but some time after, the same appear- 
ances returned, with the addition of swelling in the bones of the meta* 
carpus. He was now put under another course of mercury more se- 
vere than the former, and in the usual time all the symptoms again 
disappeared. Several months after, the same eruptions came out again, 
but not in so great a degree as before, and without any other attendant 
symptoms. He a third time took mercury, but it was only ten grains 
of corrosive sublimate in the whole, and he got quite well. The time 
between his first taking mercuiy and his being cured was a space of 
three years. 

Query: Could this case be venereal? The two first courses of mer- 
cury removing the eruptions, would seem to prove it was ; but the 
third course also removing tliem^ which consisted of only ten grains of 
corrosive sublimate, would seem to prove that it could not be venereal; 
for if it had, the appearances which returned after the second coui^e, 
in which a considerable, quantity of mercury had been given, would 
not have yielded to ten grains. 

The fourth case was that of a young lady who had a, tooth trans- 
planted, and about the same distance of time after it, as mentioned in 
the former cases, the gum began to ulcerate, and the ulceration was 
making considerable progress. The surgeon who was fit^t consulted 
desired mercury to be given immediately. I was afterwards desired to 
see her, and advised that mercury should not be had recourse to, that 
we might ascertain the nature of the case; for il she took mercury and 
got well, it would be adding one more to the number of itie supposed 
venereal cases arising from such a cause. I recommended drawing the 
tooth, that we might see what effects would be ptoduced by the removal 
of the first cause. The tooth was drawn, and ilie gum healed up as fast 
as any common ulcer, and has ever since continued well. 
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This case requires na comment. I may ho'vvever be allowed to ob- 
serve, that if (hejady had gone through a course of mercury, she would 
have in all probability also got well ; for the tooth, in the lime neces- 
sary for completing the course of mercury, would have dropped out; 
and if this had really happened, we need not hesitate in affirming, that 
it would, have been considered as venereal. 

The fifth case was that of a yonng lady, eighteen years of age, who 
had one of the inclsores tramplanted, which fastened very well; but 
six or seven weeks after the operation, an ulceration of the gum took 
pl^ce, the tooth was immediately ordered to be removed, and the bark 
was giiven without any other medicine being had recourse to, and she 
got well in a few weeks. 

The sixth case was that of a gentleman, aged twenly-tliree, a native 
of one of the West India islands, who had the two front incisores trans^ 
planted ; and about the same time aiter the operation, as in the former 
cas^s, an ulceration of the gums took place, which increased to a very 
great degree, and the edges of the gma sloi^hed off. .An eminent 
Burgeon was consulted, who ordered the bark, and the patient without 
taking any othes medicine got well, in nearly the same time as the lady 
in cases, four, and five, who had the teeth taken out. The gums reco*^ 
vered themselves, perfectly,, but were considerably shorter. 

If we take some of the above cases and consider tl^em as they at fii^^v 
appeared, we shall aknost pronounce thern to have been venereal. If 
we take the otli.ers, we shall pronounce them absolutely not to be vene- 
real ; and if we consider every circumstance relating to those probably 
venereal, we shall as far as reasoning goes, conclude that they were not 
venereal. The first case that appealed at the time to be venerea!, is 
the second of those before related ;. but as 1 did not attend the lady 
through the whole of the cure, I can say less upon it j she certainly had 
the symptoms recur oftener than they do in venereal cases in common, 
where the disease is attended with no ambiguity, and look more than 
the usual quantity of mercury ;. there is therefore in this case something 
not clearly understood, because it does not exactly agree with venereaL 
cases in general in all its: parts. 



The fourth case wai similar in its recurring, and in tHe qofenttty of 
hiercuiy that appeared to be- necessary to remove the- symptoms.- ♦ 

The most serious effects- of the transplanting 6f a tooth happened to 
a young lady, ^hose case is related in the Medical Transactions by Drl 
Watson. 

The dentist being alarmed atthefirst appearance, d^sirid me^tct^go 
and see her upon his own accoiint* The edge of the gum Was just Hhea 
begun to ulcei^ate. As I did not know well what was best ^6 fee tionei 
I desired him to make a strong solution of corrosive sublimate ahd IH 
the mouth be often washed with 4t, also some lint soaked in it and^ap4» 
plyed to the part; but as this did not stop its progress, she applied to 
Dr. Watson, to whose account of the case I must refer the reader; and 
4rom that account i must take my materials to reason upon. However 
I may remark, that the case appeat^ to have been supposed at last to 
have been venereal, whatever might have been the first opiuion;'artd 
for the two following reasons ; first, from the mode of catching' the diin 
ease being possible; and secoildly, fromr its not giving way to medicines 
which are of no service in the vcnciTal disease; and this opinion ap- 
pears to have been confirmed by the disease giving way to mercury. 
But the case itself abstracted from^the mode of catching it, and eV6ii 
the mode of cure, does not perfectly agree with the common attending 
circumstances of the venereal, nor has that attention been paid to the 
necessary circumstances sufficient to determine it to be venereal. 

The progress of the ulceration in the mouth, which was the-flrst 
symptom, was by much too rapid for a venereal ulcer in common^ for 
it must be considered, if venereal, isimply as a chancre, or local aR 
foction. , . 

Now let lis trace the progress of the disease into the comtitittion. 
*« About this time" viz. when the local -disease wa* making- such rapid 
progress *• blotches appeared in- her face, neck, and various paits of the 
body ; several of these became ulcerated painful sores."* Now this 

date of the constitutional affections following the local, is by much too 

• . • . • ' • • . ... J 

* Medical TraDsactioDB, voL 3^ pagfr 328 
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soon to be venereal; we know if a lues venerea arises either from k 
gonohrhoea or chancre, it does not appear in common till about six 
weeks, often much later, but seldom sooner. I shall leave the circum- 
stance of there being no swelling of the lymphatic glands of the neck> 
formii:^ bubods, as that is not a constant symptom attending the vene- 
feal matter getting into the circulation, although it should be allowed 
to have some weight, especially where other circumstances do not per* 
fectly agree. The appearances from the constitution when they did 
take place, were much more violent and rapid in their progress than 
any venereal blotches 1 ever saw : we know in the lues venerea that 
they are months before they arrive at the stage of scabs ; also the paiii 
attending those sores did not in the least correspond with the lues ve^ 
nerea. Venereal blotches hardly give any sensation, or at least very 
little ; but after all, mercury cured this disease whatever it was : twenty^ 
eight grains of calojnel made into fourteen pills were taken^ probably, in 
ten or twelve days ; for it was directed she should take one or two each 
dayr as the bowels would allow ; > but although tinctura tbebaica was 
given, they purged so much as made it necessary to give no more itt 
ibis way ; but although so little mercury was taken, and had also run 
off oonsiderably by the bowels, yet *^ During the taking of these how^ 
ever, the ulceration of her mouth and cheeks did not spread, but were 
less painful and of a milder appearance; the blotches in her face and 
body grew paler, and such of them as had ulcerated healed apaoe and 
qo new-ones appeared/*^* Unguentum coemleum foitius'* was therefore 
directed ^^ to be well rubbed into her legs and thighs twice a day, in 
vmall doses,'* least it should be determined to the bowels. *^ In about 
ten or twelve days her griping and purging returned with violence, the 
ekitBMnt wag therefore disoontiniied ; at this time the blotches were all 
jgone; the ulceration in her Jace^nd body were <sompletely healed, and 
those -of her mouth nearly so." 

The only remark I have to maloeoa the cure is, that the quantity of 
mercury was not sufficient to cure chancres on the penis, making such 
fapid ppog'^ess as those idid in her mouth ; nor could the same quantity 
«f -mepcury cure veuM'edl siMres on the skin, which had made such rapid 
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progress as Lhey did ra this c»e; and ifwk take in the effect this had 
iipwi her heahh, xvith the termination of flic whole, L think we shoald 
pronounce it not venereal ; fur^he specific clrcumstancesi if it was vc« 
nereal, were just as uncommon as the mode of catching. 

Many of these cases, suspected of being venereal^ I have seen occa- 
sionally, and although the patients recovered while under a course of 
merury, yet on account of the want of attention in the practitioners to 
the very circumstances that would decide the disease to be either ve- 
nereal or not, I pass them over unnoticed. 

After having tonsidered the cases themselves of those who had the 
teeth transplanled, let us also consider the persons from whom the teeth 
we.re taken; for I cannot help thinking that this will throw some light* 
iipon the subjea. Ijcl me suppose that the young girls from whom the 
leeth were taken really had tlie lues venerea, and that the teeth were oF 
.course also infected, which is a supposition most unfavourable to my 
real opinion, it appears to ine, that^veh in this case there can be no dif« 
Jference between the gums of the girl from whom the tooth was takeUf 
dnd the gums of the person who received it ; if the ulceration to6k place 
in the last from contamination, would hot the socket in. the girl from 
whodithe taken likewise have ulcerated? But this did not happen in 
any of ihem. I have here supposed the teeth capable of being contami- 
nated { although I believe we have never yet seen them have'this disease 
primarily^ but only in consequence of its breaking out somewhere elsfit 
in the mouth, throat, or nosC) and spreading to them; but still, if they 
are capable of having the disease, and conlmunicating it to ochers, it be* 
comes very extraordinary that these people should have bit upon the 
only such teeth that probably were ever so contaminated. 

When we consider that the girls, from whom the teeth were taken, had 
not the lea^t appearan<:e of disease at the time; and had none when the 
disease broke out in the person who received the teeth, it becomes strange 
that it should break out in the receivers, and not in the giver. 

It is also singular that an ambiguity should follow this disease in all 
its stages ; in the mode of its being c^ght, the appearance, and the cure 

JUt.us sum up all the arguments in favoiu* of the disease not being 
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venereaL .First ; two patients whose cases were similar to the others in 
their origin, recovered without medicine. 

Secondly ; they who seemed to be cured by mercury, had not a treat- 
ment exactly similar to those who were indisputably poxed. 

Thirdly ; I consider it as impossible for parts to have the power of 
contaminating, which have not themselves assumed the diseased action. 

Fourthly; the parts contaminating were never known to have been 
contaminated themselves. 

But it must be nearly the same thing to those who want to have teeth 
transplanted, whether my reasoning is just or not ; for a disease in con- 
sequence of the operation most certainly has taken place ; and in some 
cases this has been worse, or cured with more diificully, than the lues 
venerea in comn[K)n ; and whatever the disease may be, I yet know of 
no mode of prevention, except the drawing of the tooth early, and that 
has been tried in one case only, and in tliat case was successful. 

From this account, many may be deterred from having this operation 
performed ; in that light no evil cay arise, except being mortified that 
no means of relief can be had recourse to in cases of bad teeth ;*btit it is 
to be remembered, that this is a publication of all the unsuccessful cases, 
which is the very reverse of what is generally practised in medical 
books; and they are mentioned upon no other principle than that the 
disease, when it happens, may not be improperly managed. 

It may be asked, what is this disease? That may be with more diffi- 
culty answered, than what it is not. I should say that a sound tooth 
transplanted may occasion such an irritation as shall produce a species 
of disease which may be followed by the local complaints above men- 
tioned. 

I cannot conclude without intimating, that undescribed diseases re- 
sembling the venereal, are very numerous } and that what I have said 
is rather to be considered as hints for others to prosecute this inquiry 
further^ than as a complete account of the subject. 

THE END. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES. 



PLATE I. 



figure; li , 

The penis slit'opeii, showiilg a stricture in the^urethra; about two incht^ 
from the glans ; the stricture is but slight/ * " ' 
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AA. The cut surface of the corpus spongiosum urethrse. 
iElB.' Th^ canal of the urethra!, id Which may be cfcbetvdcP tbe oi^ifices 
i)^ the lacuna.' ' • '. .' • 

C. The stricture. 

FIGURE II. 
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The pcnl^ilit^Blfot'iabotit three inched, toishoWithalaouiiidi'wtiich 
become occasionally an obstroctidn to the- passage ofuhe bat^iei o ' : .' . 
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A A. The corpus sppngipsura i^rethra* 

;BB3 )Tbc internal surface of tiie. canal o^ the .urethra ,poin^ng to the 
orifice of two of the lacunae. . 

G. A bristle introduced into a lacuna m 

D. The end of the bougie introduced into the remaining part of the 
urethra. 



EXPLANATION OF n.ATE 11. 

The urethra opened in two different places, one before the stricture, the 
Other behind r the one before, i^ through the body of the penis ; the 
other behind, is upon (he anterior surface of the. Riejaibraneous part, and 
a bougie passes from the one opiening to the other. 
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A A. The! crura penis and bulbous: part of the urethra all blended 
together by inflanunation and suppuration^ which has taken place ioi 
many parts. 

BB. The prostate gland in ^ diseased state. 

CG. The cut edges of the bladder! 

T). The urethra behind the stricture vefy much eniai^d,, irFcgurar 
on the nirface in consequence of ulceration. 

££. The cut surface of the corpus cavernosum pernio 

FF. The cut surface of the coi^pus spongiosum urethral; 

GG. The bougie passing from the sound ito the unsound part of the 
urethra. 

IL A small bougie in the new passage. 



EXPLANATION OF n.ATE 11. 

t 

The urethra opened in two different places, one before the stricture, the 
other behind r the one before, i^ through the body of the penis ; the 
other behind, is upon (he anteiior surface ofth^, menibraneous part, and 
a bougie passes from the one opiening to the other. 
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A A. The! crura pents and bulbous: part of the. urethra all blended 
together by inflanunation and suppuration^ which has taken place iqi 
many parts. 

BB. The prostate gland in a diseased state. 

CG. The cut edges of the bladder: 

D. The urethra behind the stFieture very much enlarged,, irEegular 
on the mrface in consequence of ulceration. 

££. The cut surface of the corpus cavernosum penis; 

FF. The cut surface of the corpus spongiosum urethral; 

CG.' The bougie passing from the sound b the unsound part of the 
urethra. 

R. A small bougie in the new passag«ti 



n.fh 



^^1^.2. 



^^f-3 



^./. 



W^n^ajti 



\th0f^ 



EXPLANATION OF PLATE lU. 



T^o canulas for applying caustic to strictures in the urethra. . • 

' FIGURE I. 

A straight silver cauula with the plug projectiog beyond the termina* 
tion of the canula, making a rounded end ; at the other end of the wire 
is a small port-crayon, in which is represented a piece of caustic. 

FIGURE II. 

• 

A flexible canula for applying the caustic to istrictures in the bend of 

the urethra. The wire with the small port-crayon is pushed out beyond 

its end. 

FIGURE III. 

A piece of silver wire with the plug at the end to be introduced into 
the canula, as in figure L 
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iS:PLANATi^ St PLATE iV. 



The bladder ifici^pehis of a perisbn who di^d of a lA^rti^ciiiiiti' oTHHb 
bladder, in consequence of a stricture an4 stone in the urethra. In this 
Plate not only the stricture is represented, but the thickened coats aud 
f^cittlldted indti- stirfade of the bliddeiT; a^ al^o the small stone which 
ktikd ki a v^Re, ttr plug; beside* whifch a caniila is introduced ftbm 
tlie glzxli db'kh to the stricture, l^fabwingiiie practickbilit^ oidestMying 
it with caustic. 

A A. The bladder cut open, showing jts coats^a Little thickeoedt and 
Its inner surface fasciculated. . 

B. The body of the penis. 

CG. The corpus spongiosutti dretbr&i cut open through its whole 
]engtbi exposing the urethra. 

D. The prostate gland divided. 

£. A silver canula introduced into the urethra, tnrougti which the 
caustic is passed on to the stricture. 

F. Points out the stricture with the stone laying above it, so as en- 
tirely to prevent the passage of urine. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE V. 



An enlarged prostate gland, particularly the valvolar process^ which 
has increased inwards into the bladder in form of a tumour, in conse* 
,q)aencepf wjbich the water , passed wi^h di|5icuUy^.j^J^i9^h,|?ec^^ 
cause of the increased ^Jiickne^s of ilie }^\^A»t. 

ft. 

. A. The prostate gland. 

B. The projecting part passing into the cavity of the bladder. 

GG. A bristle in the urethra to shoW it is above this tumour. 

D. The cut edee of the bladder, which shows its encreased thicloiess.* 

r 

* The preparation from which thig drawing was made I waa favouxed with by Mr. Giia- 
aingj and which is in his possession. 



• EXPLANATION OF PLATE VL 



A kidney whose ureter, pelvis, and infundibula, are very considerably 
enlarged in consequence of a stricture in the urethra. 

A. The substance of the kidney, which is become very thin. 
BB. The infundibula much enlarged. 

C. The pelvis very much enlarged. 

D. The ureter encreased more than ten times its natural siz e. 



EXPLANATION OF PLATE VIL 



The valvular part of the bladder so encreased as to form a considerable 
tumour, projecting into the cavity of the bladder. The prostate is also 
enlarged. This tumour had been the occasion of several severe suppres- 
sions of urine, and had often been the cause of a failure in drawing off 
the water with the catheter, by that instrument most probably passing 
into its substance so deep as to hinder the urine entering its openings. 
The dark line passing along the tumour from the urethra was probably 
made by this means, but now collapsed. 

AA. The cut surface of the prostate gland. 

BB. The inner sides of the prostate gland projecting inwards. 

G. The tumour. 

D. The cavity of the Madder. 



INDEX. 

Bluters applied to the periofleam, their ase in removing disagreeable sensations which re- 
main after the care of a gonorrhoea, 105. Their use in strangury, ibid. In gleet, 1 14. 
In stricture, 127. In- spasmodic affections of the urethra, 176- In paralysis of the 
urethra, 178. In paralysis of the bladder, ig6» In spasmodic affections of the. urethra* 
accompanied by a paralysis of the bladder, ibid. In simple irritability of the bladder, 
208. In paralysis oPthe acceleratores muaoieff, e09( In nodes, 379* 

Blood of a person having the lues Venerea will not communicate the disease to a sound 
person by inoculation. 51 1. 

Blotches, Jvenor«alf-describ(Bd,~B40« ' 

Body, parts of the — their comparative powere, 4* Their powers greater tlie nearer they 
are to the heart, 5. And weaker the more distant they are, ibid. Their structure pro« 
duces a difference' in their powers of action, ibid. Their susceptibility of particular dis« 
eases, Q. No. one part of, applied by nature to two purposes, with advantage — in- 
stances of this in different animals, 1 19- 

BoDgaio^ille's 'voyage, a passage from, 15. 

Bougies, their use in gonorrhoea, 82,99. In gleet, 112, 113. Different kinds of, 125. 
Their use in stricture, 126. Directions for passing them, 128, 177. Frequently stop 
in the lacuna of the urethra,- 129. Sometimes form a new passage on the side of the 
urethra, 153, 149. Sometimes slip into the bladder and occasion the patient to be cut 
as for the stone, 134. Mode of extracting them when a part still remains in the 
urethra, 135. Circumstances attending the use of bougies, 146, 147- Their figure 
and composition, ibid. Affect many parts by sympathy, ibid. Hollow, their use 
in stricture, l66. How introduced where the prostate gland is enlarged, 186. 

Bubo, theory of its formation, 271. Mistakes of authors relative to this subjecfc, 272, 
273. Situation and description of, 275. May be formed in the lymphatics or lym- 
phatic glandfli 276. How distinguished from other swellings, 278. Of the time between 
the application of the venereal matter and the formation of, ibid. In the right groin 
when occasioned by chancres generally arises from those situated on the^ -right side of 
the penis, 280. In women, its division, 282. Of the inflammation of, 284. Marks which 
distinguish it from other swellings of the glands, 285. General reflections on its cure, 
£90. Of the res<9lution of, ibid. Is attended with different dispositions which must be 

' treated accordingly, 292. Resolution of — the use of vomits in, ibid. In the groin, of the 
resolution of, 294. In women — of the resolution of, 295. In different parts of the body, 
treatment of, ibid. Resolution of — the quantity of mercury necessary for, 296. Is more 
likely to suppurate if there is one in each groin than when single, ibid. Sometimes 
becomes schirrous, its treatment, 297. Its treatment when it suppurates, ibid. Merciuy 
is to be given during the suppuration of, 298. Method of opening it, ib|d. Conse- 
quences of, 300* Degenerates sometimes into a sore of the scrofulous kind, ibid, 302. In 
some they spread to an amazing extent, 304. Its treatment when it becomes stati* 
onary, 305. 
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CUoulottft ouiUei: freqneatly attaches itself to the ends of boogies when left in the bladder^ 
' 146; Fflequeotly fills .«p the cavity of the catheter when kept a length of time in the 
bladder^ 80S. 

Gamphire^ its me in chmdee, 98* 

Canincles in the urethra^ 179* Their care« ibid. 

Case of a child under inoculation atUcked with the measlesj 3. Of a gentleman^ proving 
tba^ a gonfrthesa may prodoce a Iocs venerea, 16. Of a yoong woman from ihe Mag- 
diplen Hospital, showing that agonorrhcea may continue two years, 40. Of a gentleman 
where a gonorrhoea continued a length of time without losing its virulence, ibid. Of a 
gentleman proving the same 41. Of a man where the cuticle of the glans came o£P, 44. 
Of a yoong gentleman whefe th^ gonorrhosa was confined to the glans, 44. Of a gen- 
tleman, showing how the venereal matter is communicated to the urethra, 53. Of a 
woman having a Bnov albus, and communicating a disease similar to gonorrhoaai 66» Of 
a gentleman cored of a gonorrhcMi almost immediately by taking ten grains of calomel, 
79. Of a gentleman under a course of mercury contracting a gonorrhcta, 81 . Of a 
gentleman, showing the use of blisters applied to the perinssum in removing disagreeable 
sensations which remain after the cure of a gonorrhoea, 105. Of a gentleman's servant, 
showing the same, 106. Of a chimney-sweeper cured of a stricture by the application 
of lunar caustic. 138. Of a gentleman relieved in a stricture by a gonorrhoea, 144, Of 
a gentleman, showing the same, ibid. Of a soldiery where a new passage was made 
along the side of the urethra by a boogie, 151. Its treatment and core, 168, 153. Of a 
gentleman where a mortification took place in the cellular membrane of the penis from 
orine diffused into it, 169. Of a man in St. George's Hospital, showing that keeping 
extraneous bodies in the urethra prevents wounds, made into that canal, from healing, 
172. Of a man in St. George's Hospital, cured of a paralysis of the urethra, 178. Of 
John Doby, a poor pensioner in the Charler-HoOse, who died from a suppression of 
urine occasioned by a swelled prostate gland, 182. Of a gentleman, showiog the incon* 
veniences arising from a swelling of the prostate gland, 183. Of a gentleman, showing 
the use of blisters applied to the perinasum in spasmodic affections of the urethra ac- 
companied with a paralysis of the bladder, 196. Of a total suppression of orioe relieved 
by a puncture in the bladder through die rectum, 200. Two instances of the same, tOl, 
802. Of a sailor, where the urine passed from the bladder into the rectum, 203. Of a 
gentleman, who was impotent with respect to one woman only, 217* Of a 3-onog man 
cured of a seminal weakness by opium, 220. Of a gentleman, where the semen passed 
into the bladder at tl^ time of emission, 22 1 . Of a gentleman, where one of the 
teatides wasted entirely, 224. Of a gentleman, showing the same, ibid. Another in- 
atance of the same, 226. Of a gentleman, where seven weeks elapsed between the ap« 
plication of the venereal poison and the appearance of a chancre, 232. Of a gentle* 
man, where the penis was bent to one side at the time of erection, 239* Of a gentleman, 
showing that mercurial frictions sometimes occasion ulcers on the tonsils which have 

3L 
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the appearance of venereal nloersj 258. Another case showing the same, ibid. Of a 
gentleman^ with a spreading nicer of the prepuce cured by sea-bathing 264. Of a gen^ 
lleman cured of ulcerations resembling chaiicres by the lixivium saponarium, 265. Of a 
gentleman who bad a swelling in the groin suspected to be venereal, 287. Of an 
officer at Lisbon^ where a bubo was resolved, ibongh it codtaiaed itf|iCter;-by aaa^ckoess^r 
Q&3. Of a gentleman, where a bubo degenerated inlaa- 0dlte^4^e*'Mflrpfiilbus1und, 
301. Of a gentleoian who bad a gonorrhcaa and two hoboes ; where a niew dispoaitioD 
formed besides the venereal, SOt* Of a little boy who swallowed 'some tanereal matter 

_ « • 

withoQt any ill consequences, 310. Of a lady who met with the same acctdc^t, ibid. 
Of a child who was supposed to infect its nurse with the laes venerea, S15. Of a geti* 
tieman. proving that venereal complaints are often supposed t6 ekist'whM- thej^ really 
do not, 318. Of a man having the Ines Venerea, showing that the Bapierfieial parts or 
those first in order may come into action and be cured; while flidse^arta which* are 
second in order have only the disposition ; but that they afterwaiVls may tx>me iato 
action and be cured as those first in order were, 331. Of a gentleman, showing the 
same, 332. Of a person in whom the secondary symptoms appeared after an annsually 
long period of time, S3g. Of a lady who was saliYated by a small quanthy afy^d^jl^recipitate 
applied to sores, 358. Of a gentleman, showing the effects of mercury on thecoristiiblicm, 
360. Another instance of the same, 362. Of a gefitleman, showing that- the 'eftects t)f 
mercury on the constitution are not sufficient for the cure of the Ides venerea; it re- 
quiring its specific elSects on the poison, as well as its sensible effects od the constitution, 
368. Of a gentleman, showing that the efficacy of electricity in the cure of diseases 
may be increased by mercoiy, 389. Of a man in St. George's Hospital b^rng the 
lues venerea, where a comparative trial was made 6f the effects of guaiacum and saitt- 
parilla, 391. Of a woman in St. George's Hospital, having the lues venerea, where the 
cure was attempted by opium, but without success, 397* Of Luke Ward, in St^ Bartbo-> 
lomew's Hospital, showing the inefficacy of opium in the lues vener^i, and that it may 
sometimes act as a poison, 398. Of J. Morgan, in the same Hospital, showing the use 
of opium in the cure of an ulcerated leg, 399* Of a woman; where hcfmlock was of 
use in venereal sores which had put on a cancerous appearance, 400. Of a gentleman 
infected with the yaws, 407. Of a gentleman having a disease resembling the lues ve- 
nerea, 409. Of a gentleman having a similar complaint, 410. Of a person affected with 
imaginary complaints in an unusual manner, 4l6, 417« 418, 4I9» 420, 421. Of a lady 
infected with a disease umilar to the lues venerea by the transplanting of a tooth, 425. 
' Anotlier instance in a young lady, ibid. Another in a gentleman, ibid. 
Cases of a lady, two children, and a wetnurse, infected with a disease resembling the lues 
venerea, 411. Of three children and three wetnurses having similar complaints, 413. 
Of diseases resetnbling the venereal disease from transplanted teeth, 423, 424, 425. ' 
Catheter in the urethra, mode of fixing it, 171. Observations on the use of the, ibid. How 
introduced into the bladder when the prostate gland is enlarged, 184. Of allowing it to 
remain in the urethra and bladder, 205. 
Caustic, its use and application in stricture, 135, 136, 137, 1(36. Descriptlob of anTDftm* 
ment for conveying it to the strictures in the urethra, 138. 
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*' ChmHsre, ili -pobcMi t^ same as in genorrb<e«i H. Biescrip^otr of, ^89, 2St. ^rod6ced 
in three ways, 230. May attack any part of the body, 231. Not ao frequent an effect 
of the venereal poison as the gonorrhaaa, ibid. - Its seat, ibid* Of the distance of time 
between the application of the venereal poison and the appearance of, 232. May pro* 
dace a gonorrhoea by sympathy^ 234. An instance of its curing a gleet, ibid* Its 
variation frooi constitution, 235, %42* Sometimes occasions a profuse bleeding, 233. 
Of— -in women, 241. Obsenrations on the treatment of, 242. The corfstitution to be 
Utteaddd to la the care.of^ ilyid* 'J^-^ local. «Qiiiplai»^ buC.iikagf^ iofeot the.^siitution 
^ . l^.tJM MMrptioa of ita ai9tter# 2tt^ May be destreyed in two ways, by eaicisioQ or 
caustic, 245. Its cure, 246. The abiorptioo Irom, .eQcreajiedj if an attempt is made to 
destroy it without success, ibid. .i4>c^l ap|^oajtiw% i&|. 247«« Is attiended by particular 
dispositions which must be considered in the cuceiijbi4-« b%€U|« by mercury given io- 
isnKsUf , 256* Of the qvadtitgr- of mercniryi n^cessfiry in thb ouie ofj 257. A kind of 
false one takes place sometimes after the cure of the true chancre, 259j 265. Conse- 
qnenees of— their treatment, 262. Of dispositifMi* ta new^ diseases ts^g place daring 
the cure of-— their treatment, 263* 

Chord OA the back of ibe penis; explnnatioa of that appcMNraMa^ 276. Its tueatmeiit, 
293. 

dbordee, its ! €a»sei 45^ 52. Id 4pine cases inflamnijatory, in olhtrs spasmodic^ ibid. Its 
tmit«9ent,9$a Thense of opium im ibid* Tbe.use of oamphire in, 96, llA. The use 
of electricity in, ibid. The use. gf b^rk in spasmodic, ibid. 

Civiliasation, a disadvantage attending it, 11 9. 

Climate, its effects on the lues venerea, 32a« 

Cold, its effects opon stricture, 123. Upon the urethra, 186. Its effects in disposing dif- 
ferent parts of the body to receive the venereal irritation, 9^8. Applied to the skin af- 
fects the deeper seated parts by sympathy, ibid. 

Constitution, scorbutic, of, 2. Its treatment in' the pure of gonorrhoea, 91* Effects of in- 
flammation in the perinaeum and acrotnm upon the, l67. To be attended to in the care 
of chancre, 242. How infected by the matter of a cbancre^ 243. 

Contamination^ the meaning of, 325. 

Cook's voyage, a passage from, 14/ 

Copulation, of the requisites necessfiry for performing that act well, 215. 

Corrosive sablimate, mode of giving it in the lues venerea, 374. 

Cough, may be occasioned by the lues venerea, 345. 

Cowper's glands, affected in a gonorrhcea, 48, 55. Suppuradon of, how treated, 97- 

Cuticle, cracking of the, a symptom of the Ines venerea, 340. 



Diet4f rinks, formulas for, 264. Lisbon, its use in the lues venerea, 396. 
Disease, venereal, its dififerent forms, 24. Varices in difierent constitutions, 25. Specific, 
observes a specific distanoe pr extent, 53. A number of diseases said to be. venereal 
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which am act, Sdi. Of the time aeceisary for the cace . of iu diffbreal ii^nm, SQ8. Of 

its pretention, 409L 
Diseases^ epideiaici an observation on them, tS. . « 

Disposilion, the meaniDg of, 325. More difficolt of core than actiOD^ 330. ) . 



Electricity, its nse in chordee, 96. In a swelled testicle, lOO. In a gleet, 114. In paralysie 

of the urethra^ 178. In paralysis of the bladder, 196. In venereal warts, SOB. Its powers 

on diseases increased by mercury, 589* 
Epididymis, state of, in a swelled testicle, 58^ 99» 116. 
Erections, painfal, how prevented, 95» 
EscharoUcs, their use in destroying strictures in the urethra, 138. In destroying warts, 

«68. 
Eyes, inflammation of, doubtful if ever venereal, 345. 
Excoriations becoming chancres, £35. 
Experiments made to prove that matter from sores in the lues venerea will not afieot a 

person locally who has the lues venerea ; but that matter froUi a gonorrhoea or chancre 

will. Slim Made to ascertain the progress and effects of the venereal poison, 346. 

Conclusions drawn from those experiments, 348. Made to prove thai mercury and 

its preparations are dissolved in the animal juices, 387« 



Fermentation, the venereal poison does not arise from, 18. 

Fever, symptomatic, of, 1. Hectic, of, ibid.. No two different fevers can exist at the same 

time, ^ Suppurative, sometimes takes place in gonorrhosa, 73« Its effects on goaor- 

rhosa, 92. Brings the lues venerea into action, 351.. 
Fistula in perinseo, its cause, I68. The occasion of aguish complaints, ibid. Its cure, 

ibid. Always completely cured when the stricture producing them is destroyed, 175. 

Description of the operation for, l69. . 
Fluor albas sometimes communicates^ a disease similar ta the gonorrhcsa> 66. 
Feetus in atero, may be infected with the lues venerea by the matter which'infected the 

mother, 310. But not from the effects of that matter upon the mother, 314* 

Glands, absorbent, swellings of, from sympathy,. 6(X Affected singly by the 'venereal 
poison, 279- Those which are second in order are not affected by tiie venereal poison ; 
the reason of this, ibid. Swellings of, how distinguished bom buboes, £84. 

Gland, prostate, swelling of, 181, 188. Its effects on the canal of the urethra, 188, 183. 
Sometimes prevents a stone in the bladder being felt, 188; Mode of detecting ity^ibid. 
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Its tieatuMl, 187* The ine of^^mmimkMyibiim ^^lh^ use, pfM^ V%P<%J9>^^ 
Of the discharge of the secretion of, 210. Mocos of, the distiocliojfijbetweeq^.it sod 
semen, 211. >> . ^j i n . , .;>,.„ 

Glands of the groin affected hgr aympedijr in* a. gonorrhfpa, 54^ 60, 6^, , Qf the nrethra ; 
their supporatic^n, how treated, 48,97* Of the groin aAnsled sympethetically bj the ose 
of bougies, 147, 153. 

Gleet, its caosCi 107. Its cnie, 110. Balaams, their use in, III. Injections to be used in, 
112. The use of Misters in, 1 14. The use of electricity in, ibid. Its treatment in women, 
115. Attends upon stricture, 12), 154» In consequence of a stricture its cure, 142. 
Cored by a chancre, an instance of, 2S4» 

Gooorrhcea 'may produce a lues ▼enerea,.l6. Does not arise from ulcers iti the 
urethra, SI. Appears sometimes the day after receiving the infection, 32. May be 
cured without mercury, S2, 79* Virulent and simple, difficult to distinguisk them, 34. 
Brought on by the internal use of arsenic, and ginger, 35, Frequently cares itself, 
37, 76, 83» Cannot be. increased by the application of fresh matter, 38. 'J lie first 
the severest, the succeeding ones generally milder, facts seeming to prove this, 39* 
Frequently coatiauJes a long time witlioot losing its virulence, 39> lOK (ts seat in both 
sexes, 43» Often confined to the glans, 44. Its symptoms, 46. Affects Cowper's glands, 
48. Of the discharge in, 49* A variety of symptoms produced by sympathy in,. 54. Un« 
common symptoms in, 50. Its efects on the constitution in both sexes* 73# Its core, 
75. No specific medicine for, ibid« DifiEerent modes of practice in, 78. As soon cored 

. withoot mercury as wiiji,80» May be contracted by a person under a course of mercury, 
81. How a See ted by fever, 9& Treatment of occasional symptoms of, 95. And 
gleet, the distinction between them not yet ascertained, 101. Symptoms of, remaining, 
after the disease is subdued, 103. Supposed consequences of, 118. Does not in general 
occasion stricture,^ 1£3. Sometimes relieves a strictuie, 144. May be prodoced by a 
chnncre sympathetically, ^34. 

Gooorrbcsa in women,. G& Not easily distinguished from floor albas, ibid. The parts a^ 
fected, 67. Uncommoo symptoms in, 68. Wears itself out in women as well as meoj 
6g. Proo£i of its existence in women, 79. Its continuance, ibid. May exist withoot the 
patient knowing it, ibid. Its cure, 89. * 

Gu^acuol,.gpm^ its effects in the lues venerea, 391, 400. 



H 

Hesmorrbage, from chancre, the ose of oil of turpentine in, fiMt 

Hemlock, its nse in swellings of the prostate gland, I87i In what is caUed a seminal weak« 
ness, 910. ki spreading ulcers of the prepuce 964^ An instance of iti being taken ia 
very large quantities^ 304. lu ose i» buboes, 305^ In kes venerea> 39(^ 400^. 

Iferoia hoaioralis^ symptoms of, 57. 

Hydrophobia, observations on that disease, 99^ 309* 
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Jal«p> Ua'^ffecte on. the^ttomaefahwheo tfatown into tbe veuiap M7* 

Impoteace^ its .cMlsea^ 213. Dcqpeoding oil the mtDd the cwiae of^ £l4a Fram a waiH of 
proper correspondence between the actioDls of the different organsj 21:8. 

lofeottony: venensa}, the mode of, ^, 

InflanKnationi of, 6. IMvjrion of, inio adhesive^ snppnrative, and oleerati?e, ibid. Pradoces 
viatter witliout iilcefation, 31. Hofh it attacks the orelhra in gonorrhoea, 53. A ease 
showing this, ibid* Venereal, observes a specific distance, or extent, o4« brilaM^ what 
it is, 77* In the parts surronndin^tthe urethra, ita tfeataakeot,!^, l66. Ukilm perinaam 
and scrotum its effects on the constitution^ I67v 

Injections, different kinds of, used in-.gonbrrhoBa, d£. To be used very often, 89. Their ef- 
fects^ 84. In what. cases they are improper, ibid. Occasional iireffiects produced by this 
method of treating gonorrtioea, 88. To b^ used in gleet, 113. 

instrument, description of one for.conv^ing caustic to strictures in the urethra,. 138* 

Inoculation; queries relative to that operation, 3. Case of a child under inbculaiioa at* 
tacked with the measles, ibid« 

IpecacDaofaaj its effects on the stomach when tfaroniu into the veins, 247* 

Irritation, specific, produced by the venereal poison, £0. Venereal, can be kepi op but a 
certain time in gonorrhoea, 96, 75. Venereal parts become so habituated to, aa hardly 10 be 
afiected by it, 40* Venereal^ tabes place more readily in those parts exposed to ookL^ 888. 



Lead, its use in gonorrhoea, 86: In gleet, 113. In the bladder how removed, 125* 

Livingi mode of, under a course of mercury, 372, 377* 

Lixivium saponariunr , its use in ulcerations resembliiig chancres, 265. 

Lues venerea, never combined with the itch or scurvy, 2. And smallpox may appear at 
the same time, but not in the same parts. 3. Produced by a gonorrhoea, l(k The 
cause of other diseases, 27* The different ways in which it is communicated, 306. Of 
the nature of the sores or ulcers proceeding from the, 308. Does not contaminate the 
different secretions, 310. Sores iu the, the matter from, compared with that from 
chancres and buboes, 311. Sores in the, the mntler of, not venereal, 312. A persan 
having the, may be afiected locally by the application of matter from a gonorrhcaa or 
chancre, 3 13. Of the local c^fecta- arising from Uie^ considered as crHioal^ 308. Of 
the symptomatic fever in tbe^ ibid* Qf the local and oonstitotioBal forms of the disease 
never interfi^ring with each other, 322. Of its supposed terminaiion ia. other disease^ 
324. Of >he specific distance of the venereal ipflsmmation in the, 324. Of the parts 
most susceptible of the, 325. OF the time and manner in which .the parts are aflfected 
in the, ibid. Summary of the doctrine on the» ibid, Parls^ affected in the, are divided 
into two orders, namely, first in order of parts and second in order of parts^ 326, 354» 
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Tiikes .i^U^mfaK refdily io. tbMei^parfti mbich ans .^spoaed ia. odd, 327; Is brooght 
into action by fever, 331. Symptoms of the>336. OF the time necessary for its ap* 
pearance, 337. Of the symptoms of the first stage of^ 340. Of tl|e ^yi^ptqnis of the 
second, stage of, 349. 'Of Ih^ MReets ^f the poison on the Gonstitatioo in the^d^l. 
-GftuendolnenrMtiohs oQilbe once o£A|pe; 369* , The .poisqQ in ti^, circulates witl^ the 
bloodV :but ^its^effiocls sm loofil<aiid. jsiay.be cored )o!C41yj 3M^ The parU'ftrst in order 
are easier of cure than those second is 0rdert da@, Ofcontiuuiiig onei'cury whil? the 
swelling of the parts second in order still continues, ibid. Of the use of mercury in the 
core of, 357« Preparation of mercury and mode of applying it in the, ibid. Of the 
quantity of mercury necessary to be given in the core of the, 363. Of the length of time 
mercury should be continued for tbe. cure of the, '37^- Of the cure of the, in the second 
Of third f tage^ ^76^ ^Of tt^e looal^ treatment ifi the> 379* Of the effects remaining after 
its cur^ afvl of the diseases somjetimes prodqced by the cure, 393. General observations 
on the medicines mually giVen for the ctue of, 395. Of the continuance of the spitting 
in. 401* Of diseases resembling the, which have been mistaken for it, 404. Supposed to 
be communicated by the transplanting of a tooth, iUd. 
Lymphatics^ diseases of, in gonorrhoea, 65. 

• • « « 

Matter ^f a sore; not p^«ii}i^m to tbat sore, $S* Venerea^ may be taken ioto tbe stopiach 
without prodi^iog any bfi^ 'cpu^e^^ence^i,. 3 10. , 

Mercurjl, unmecessaffy in -the cure pf a(gpn(ptrrhqBa,579«' Combined >vjth -mucilage prefer«- 
abie to oily subetancm when u^d externally, .247. .Sometimes produces ulcers on the 
tonsils, which are taken for venereal, 258. When rubbed into the tUigli for the cure of 
a ehancre sometimes occasions swelling of the glands of the groin, 259. How to be used 
in the resolution of buboes, QQ\, 294. Of the (juaoUty necessary for the resolution of 
buboes^ spG^ T9i^ ^^^ during the suppuration of buboes, 29B. Appears sometimes to 
,k)9e its power on ibe body, 301. Qf tbe use of, in tbe cure of lues venerea, 357. Pre- 
paration of, and mode of applying it in the lues venerea, ibid. The most convenient way 
of introducing it into the cf nstitution, 360. Its action, 361, 367. Its effects on the con* 
stitotion, and parte capable of secretion, 361^388. Never gets into the bones in the 
form o^a metal, 363. Of tbe quantity necessary to be given for the cure of the lues ve- 
nerea, 3^, 368, 376. Its effects on the mouthy S65» Of iu sensible effects npon parts, 
ibid. J)9es tn^t act by evecuatioi), 366, 389. Of the differ^ methods of giving mercury 
externally and ioterually, 9i70, 372* When mixed with the saliva n^ay act a^ a gargle 
upon ulcers in the throat, 37 1. Mode of living under a course of, 372« Of the different 
preparations of^ and their combination with other medicines, 372, 375/ Of the length 
of time it should be continued for the cure of the lues venerea, ibid. Of correcting some 
of the effejcts of, 382. Of tlie form of tt^e different preparations of^ when in the circula* 
lion, 386. Is dissolved jn the ai)im^l juices, 387. -Of tbe operation of, on tbe venereal 
,IK>isoo, 388.. Increase^ tb^ efficacy 9f elcctriqity in fh^ cure of ^iseafes, 399« 



INDBX. 

Mercarioi cdcinalu^ ilt me io prevtfitiiig alnesiraiMMfiDma gQiioitfa0B«^O4. Indie 

Iocs YeQerea^'379. 
Messereon, its nse io theloes f enerea, 396. 
MortjficatioB takes place la die extfeniities of fail people, and why, 4« OF two Idadi^ 7« 

Its canse^ ibid. Its tieataMQt httberto ia part improperj 8; lu coiei ibid. The ose of the 

bark id, ibid. The use of opiam in^ ibid, in oonieqoeooe of the diffiision of orine into 

the oellnlar membrane of the sootani, its tiaaftmeat, 158. 

N 

Nails, separaUon of the, a symptom of the lues venerea, 34£. 

Modes, venereal, description of, 350. Treatlnent of, 379y The nse of Uisters in, ibid. Of 

abscesses in consequence of, 380. Of exfoliation in consequence of, 38 1 • On tendons, 

ligaments, and fascisB^ their treatment, ibid, 381. 
Nurses, who cackle children, snppoied to have the lues venerea, how afieqted, 314K. 

O. 

Onanism, bow fisr pernicious to the constitution, £13. More injurious than the author 

supposed, fi 14. 
Opium, its Use in mortifications, 8. In priapism, 49. In gonorrhoBa, 85. In diordee, 98. 

In stricture, 127* * In spasmodic affp^ctious of the urethra, 176. In simple iiritability of 
' the bladder, £08. Its nse in seminal weakness, 220. in pby mosis, S54. In the loes ve* 

nerea, 873, 396. In soreness of the mouth ftom mercury 385. An instance of Ha beingf 

given in very large quantities, 309* 

P. 

Paralysis of the urethra, 178. Its cure, ibid. Of the bladder, from obstraction to the pas- 
sage of the urine, J9£« 'Of the bladder, its cure when it arises from obstruction owing to 
pressure or spasm, 196. Of the acceleratores muscles, its cure, £09* 

Paraphymosisy its cause, £36* Natural, description of, £37* From disease, description of, 
£38. From chancres, the treatment of, U5. Operation for, ibid. 

Penis, io erection the blood does not pass into the cells, £39, £40. 

Phy mosis, its cause, £36. Natural, description of, £37. From disease, description of, £38. 
Its treatment when produced by or atteivded with chancre, £48. Produced by chancres, 
the common operation for, £51. Of the constitutional treatment of, £54. - 

Poison, j^enereal, its origin doubtful, 9. Began in the human race, and in flie parts of ge- 
neration, 10^ Us nature, 11, Its effects, ibid. Propagated by matter, 1£, 74. Its action, 
1£. Its gneater or less acrimony, ibid. It affects very differently difiererit people, 13* 
Tlie same hi gonorrhqea ^b in ch/sincie, 14. How communicated to the inhabitants of 
the South Sea islands, ibid. Produces different forms of the disease; how this happens, 
}7. The cause of iU poisonous quality, 18. Does not arise from fermentatioh, 19- hs 



INDEX. 

tfiecU Aim ftom a ifpcDifio iaitatbDji 40,41. Aftote dw kadyimitmU Aitkmnx m^fBf 
locally and coDstituliooiiJlj^M. Of the liBie'bdtwMB tbe applicalioB and^ efiitit» ift. 
Applied to a. sore will often prodaoe the MaeNal imtalion^ SS. Abgr.be afamik|iii^Q 
three di^Tereat ways, £74. When absorbed may affilet tbe lynptfatics tbenuMlTeSt m Ibe 
lymphatic glands, forming baboes in eacb,27fi. Of tbe tioie bet#eeo ita appUcalioii abd 
the formation of a buboj 273< Affects bat enis glands! a time, W9^ Never vaffsfis tbe 
glands which are second in ofdef ; tbe leason of tbis^ ibid« Somelioies only Wrkgtee the 
^glands to diseasei producing in them sorofalaj M8« Bxptriaieuls abade 'lo asbeHala tbe 
progress and ctfecis of the, 346. Of ils effects on «be cdii8ttUitiofi>tb tbe Inea venerea, 
a51. Circulates with the blood in the loe^ venerea; bat iu citel4:aielooal abd iiay be 
cured locally, 354. Of tbe operation of ttcrcory ^a -the, 388« 

Poisoni^ n)oil>id» .divided iaiD simpkand compoand, g* KeW| ara rlAug »iifi evesy da^, 
413. 

I^repuce, contraction of tbe, operation forj.£51. Mortification of, its treatment, 253, 
Tumefaction and elongation of, after the eure of chancre, its treatment, 263. Thicken- 
ing andhasdening of tbe|iiapBce andglanvi^'^<^^^iwt<*^6& JSx^orialioflaaf tbb|>^ 
puce and gla^s, their treatment S6i9> 

Priapiaro, its edicts in a dog, 49. Tiie use of opii)«. in^ ibi^ ItsMasffi MA^ lis 
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flaliration, occaaoned by a sore beiag dnessed with red preofpilat^yjMS* 
Sarsaparilla, ito use In spreading nk^ of the jpwpttof, 8(S4« In.babaai^ 80^4 iU ikfi ^es 
venerea, 39 1# 39^f 40a * . . i 

Scrofula, observations oiil, «7iiB% Jl^,]07v . .., / . - ti- r 

Scrotum, relaxation of tbe, the cause ot, 214. t :; 

Syrap, Velnos* vegetable, its uae in, thp liics ,veperw^3<W. , . t'l ■* ;* »* 

Skin, aeema to be tbe cause of tbe susceptibility of the absorbents to receive venereaf irri- 
tation, iSdO. 

Small»{K>x and measles appearing in tbe saaoe person at the same time, 4. Matter, imma* 
tafial.fiam«wbal,sali|a^tnkett> lA.. VsMfloaaiMlter ^IaMa,pNiiao6a>ainrtrde# Maaff- 
poz than when undiluted^ ibid. The reason why a person cannot be infected MriW-with 

the, 319» . , • . .• f > '■, * •>'.•> ;: !.'^'» ' 

SoultiSMislandsj^iahai^itaaiiof^lwwibfectU^wilh/the h^^ i ' • ^ ^ ' 

Strangury, the us^ of bUstenhinp JOf. Iftaeaase,! il94. 

Stricture, different kinds of, 120. Permanent, desotiplio» of, IM. Atfidteit Vf edld> 4«1 
Its cause, ibid. Coemon toi anit passi^eaiin ^be 'bodgr^ ibidv ia ^aaewd not' the^ irtbclt 
of venereal toinplainU, 124. Iu caie by dilatation, 127. Use of bougies in, ibid. Fre- 
quently attended with spasms, 128. Its cure by ulceration, 131. Occasions an increase 
in the strength of the bladder, 134. The use and application of caustic to, 133, 165. 

. In women, ohservatiof^ . pi^ 141. ia moaMI^Hs .iaR^» 148«. Abldaded wilb tpaMfe 
affection, 143. Sometimes y^ieveflhar a |^aH»>shBM^144t fipoyiedie>its>trea>BriWi^44i». 

Pei»aiieii^4isea«es> ixl,.QQl^^ 

3M 



INDEX. 

./ ■ 'I 

. Smg^p one of theibeti tetloralivei t>f kny kipd we are acquainted with, S78« 
/JSalfihiir^ ili Me iu<Giin«ctiBg Mtae of (he efetc^ of m^iturj^ 384. 
J5apincnioD.<tfi4inae, bow relief ed| l^S^ Opertilioas fortbe cure of^ ig6. / 
: Sopporatioo^ of its noieoMeriog die common final intention in a gonorrhoea, 30. 
Snr^Etfses, leoreluig and non-secrettng, what they are; 17/Or the^Best, for absorption, 360i 
Sympathy, dmsion of^mtotuntvemland pemal, K Partial/ divided intol^motc, conttgo* 
. ons, and coDtiseoeii^ Between •Ihe urethra and the cutting of a tooth, an instance ot 
« itfSi. OccasionimtBfietyofsyiilptoma^lta gonorrhoea, 64: In gonorrhoea, occasions^Mvel* 
liaga ID the teiticle8,57y 98 ; and i» the abeorbeht glands; 60. Sometimes cures a gieet^ 
114. Occasions . affections of maey pfcMs' daring the use of bUogies, 147, 153. Betweea 
the skin and deeper sealed- parts of the body when cold is applied to the former, :5^9, 
. System, abserbent, affsG ted in two ways; byirritattoo and 'the absorption of matter, 6K 
Diicorery of, its use in medicine, 97 1 • 
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Tcelk, trenq^ntiBg of, supposed to communicate the 'lees venerea, 404. Of diseases sup- 

• posed to be venereal produced by,4S2. Produces a disease which sometime4.is mure 
diffieuk of cere than the venereal, 429. 

Testicle, swelling of the, arises from sympathy in gonorrhoea, 57, 98, ^35. Swelled, sy»np. 
toms of, ibid« Swelling of, is not venerea!^ 60, 98. Swelling of, someiimes pHMl^ced by 
the gout, 60. Swelled, Me treAlment,^8, 99. The use bf yoniiis in, ibid. Affected syia- 
pathetically from the use of bougies, 147, 153. Of the decay of the, 223. 

Tongue, ulcers of the, are seldom venereal, 327. 

Tonsils, venereal, ulcers of the^ description of, 342; Tnmefaedoti of, 343. Ej^cbriation oi; 
844,393. .• . » J .'v ..:... 

Toipentine, chI of, iu use in hfleiMirha|;e from chancre, 250. ' ' 

V 

Y^m^iht »des oC the united by^adliesive inflammation in oodsequenee of irritating injee» 
UoQs,90« 

Variolous matter diluted, produces a milder small-pox than when undiluted, 1^ 
VeaiculflB seminales, their use, 51. Aie seldom diseased, 186. Of the discbargrof the* 

secretion of, 2 10. Mucus of, the distiiictioii between it and semen, 2 1 K 
Viper, an obserratioQ on its poison, 38. 
Vomits^ their use ia a swelled testicle, 98. In resohing beboes> 99^ 

; • • : •-. 

. . .• 

inoev, venereal, of the aatwe of,308. Of the tonsils, dtecription of, 348. 
.Vnguentiim citrinum, improved method of preparing it, 270. . . ^^ , . 

I]retefaDdkidMy^«ffeGledina;goaorrbeea,56. QfthedialntioDoflliei^^ ' 
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Urethra, Qlcers in the, not produced in a^gonorrbeeet dl. A thort bklorjr Ktalitie td (hat 
subject, ibid. An instance of its sympathising wilb the cutting of a tooth, 34. Is some- 
times the seat of the gout and rbeamatism, ibid. Its action, 47- What parts of the, 
furnish the matter in a gonorrhoea, dO. Bleeding of, 52. How affected liy iniiaramation, 
ibid. Bleedings from, their treatments j93* Suppuration of its glands, how treated, 
97. Obserrations on its uses, 1 !• Obstructioos of, the different kinds of, ]40. Parts of 
the, most subject to stricture, ISi. Lacunia of, alKMigte frequently stops in thenf, 1£9« 
Different kinds of obstructioos which take place in that canal, 135. Sometimes a new 
passage is made along the side of the urethra by boogies ; the treament and cure of that 
accident, 149» 150, 151. Enlargement of, 1M« loiammation of the parts surrounding 
the, t62. Abscesses near the, their tieatment, J63, 166. Spasmodic aflwtions ofihe, 
174. Their cause, ibid. Their cure, 175. Paralysis of, 178. Its cure, ibid. Tlie use of 
cantharides in, ibid. And bladder contract and relax alternately, igo. Inconvenietices 
which arise when these actions dp not take place regularly, ibid. Their treatment, 19£. 
Mucnsof of the discharge of, SI 0. '«,?'•" 

Urine, of a new passage formed for the^ 155. The mischief it oecasions by being diffused 
into the cellular membrane of the scrotum and neighbouring parts, 156. Description of 
an operation to prevent it, 157^ To be drawn^off frequentily in suppressions of, 1.>8, 19& 
Suppression of, how relieved, igs. Suppression of, operations for the cure of, 197* Sop* 
pression of, the use of calomel and opium in, £01. Should never be retained a leiigth 
of time in the bladder, 209. 

W 

WarU. venerealj, their treatment, fi07. 

Weakness, seminalj iu cause, fil9. The use of opium in, SfiO. Its cure, S88. 



Yaws^ oaae of a gentleman iaSttieA W|th the, 407. Desoiption of Jtk^ ibid. 
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